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P   RE   F  A  C   E 

TO  THE  FTRSr  EDITION: 

I  Do  not  offer  to  the  Public  a  complete 
Treat  ife;  I  have  indeed  materials,  of  which 
I  could  have  formed  a  much  larger  work ; 
but  thefe  outlines  will,  I  hope,  reprefent  in 
its  true  charafter  the  obje6l  to  which  Tmore 
immediately  wifh  to  fix  the  attention  of  my 
readers. 

As  I  reafon  only  from  fafts,  I  truft  the 
impartial  Reader  will  draw  the  fame  con-' 
clufions  ;  and  as  I  fpeak  of  countries  in  which 
I  have  been  long  refident,  and  of  events,  to 
many  of  which  I  was  witaels,  I  hope  my 
teftimony  may  have  fome  weight.     To  fhow 
that  I  have  had  opportunities  of  being  ac- 
quainted with  the  matters  of  which  I  treat,  I 
wiU.only  obierve,  that  in  Turkey  I  have  been 
aconlul;  that  I  have  had^indire6l  concerns 
in  trade ;  arid  that,  as  a  traveller,  I  have  vi- 
fited  moft  parts  of  that  empire  ;  that,  in  Ruf^ 
fia  I  was,  for  feveral  years,  in  the  confidence 
of  the  late  Prince- Potemkin,  and  in  a  fitua- 
tion  to  know  more  of  the  fecrets  of  the  ca- 
binet than  moft  foreio-uers  ;  and  that  for  five 
iyears  I  did  the   bufinefs  of  fecretary  to  his . 
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Majefty^s-miffion  at  St.  Peterfburgh:  at  the 
fame  time  I  am  convinced  that  I  expofe  my- 
felf  to  the  cenfure  of  not  bemg  better  inform- 
ed, and,  to  the  rifle  of  incurring,  though  I  anx 
confcious;^  of  not  meriting,  the  blame  of  be- 
traying a  confidence  put  in  me ;  fo  far,  how- 
ever, from  this  being  the  cafe,  I  rather  ap- 
prehend that  the  delicacy  of  my  fituation, 
with  reipeft  to  the  two  countries,  and  parti- 
cularly  to  my  own,  may  have  operated  too 
reflri6lively  on  my  pen. 

Many  writers  and  travellers  have  feen 
things  ill  a  different  light ;  and  I  am  fenfible 
that  I  may  be  accufed  of  treating  the  Turks 
too.  feverely,  and  particularly  by  thofe  who 
admire  Lady  Wortley  Montagu's  elegant  de- 
fcriptions,  and  fimilar  produftions  of  a  warm 
imagination*.  J  draw  conclufions'  from  fads 
recorded  in  their  own  hiftory.  -  Indeed  there 
cannot  be  a  more  horrible  pifture  than  that 

♦  The  beft  authors  who  have  written  on  this  fubjeft 
are,  Bujbec^  Leunclav^  MontecuculU'i  Marjlglij  and  Ricaufy 
they  fliow  what  the  Turks  were  in  their  days.  As  to  Cok- 
temifj  though  he  had  found  an  afylum  in  the  very  heart  of 
the  Ruffian  empire,  he  wrote  as  if  h^  ftill  had  been  at  Con- 
ftantinople.  .  Other  more  modern  authors  are,  Bofcovifchy 
Bujinelh'i  GitySy  Le  Bret^  Sir  James  Porter^  Riedefel  with 
Dobm^s  notes^  Ludeke^  StaeverSy  FerrUnSy  and  Volneyy  and 
their  pifture  of  the  Turks  is  not  more  favourable  than 
mine.  There  are  others,  who  have  compofed  in  their 
clofets  excellent  hiftories,  &c.  of  this  people. 

which 
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which  they  have  delineated  of  themfelves. 
The  fentiments  expreffed  by  the  fultans  and 
muftis,  which  will  be  found  in  the  abridge- 
ment of  their  hiftory,  in  their  own  words, 
are  fo  repugnant  to  juftiee,  to  humanity,  to 
every  principle  of  virtue,  and  to  thofe  laws 
which  all  civilized  nations  have  refpefted,. 
that  nothing  can  be  faid  worfe  of  them.  The 
efFefts  produced  by  this  monftrous  govern- 
ment in  the  provinces  are  fhocking  to  behold. 
)Ve  feek  in  vain  for  a  population,  fufBcient 
to  compofe  thofe  numerous  kingdoms  and 
ftates,  which  flourilhed  when  the  .Turks 
ufurped  their  dominion ;  we  find  the  country 
literally  a  defert ;  we  find  vaft  cities  reduced 
to  beggarly  villages,  and  of  many  hundreds 
uo  traces  remain. 

The  government  of .  the  Turks  has  under- 
gone confiderable  revolutions,  which  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  inveftigate.  The  empire,  in 
its  flourifhing  jftate,  was  one  vaft;  camp.  The 
firft  fultans  dated, '  and  their  feeble  fucceflbrs 
ftill  date,  their  decrees  from  the  imperial 
ftirrUp.  The  iron  fceptre,  imbrued  in  blood, 
could  only  be  wielded  by  warlike  fovereigns, 
the  idol  and  the  terror,  of  t;he  foldiery,  whofe 
difcipline  alone  was  their  politics,  and  whofe 
rapine  alone  thmr  refources. .    , 

Achmet  III.  father  of  the  late  AbduUha- 

aaid,  firil  let  the  example  of  an  ieffeminate 
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rcigtt;  and  by  not  going  out  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  his  janizaries,  he  became  fb  much 
the  objeft  of  their  contempt' that i  they  de* 
throned  him. 

Macfamud,  his,  nephew,  terrified  at  the 
fete  of  his  predcceffor,  and  finding  himfelf 
unable  to  govern,  determined  to  deftroy  the 
virhole  body  of  janizaries.  The  army,  dread- 
ed by  the  fultan,  found  in  him  an  enemy 
more  powerful  than  all  thei  hofts  of  Chrifleu- 
dom;  and  he,  without  their  co-operation, 
unable  to  wield  his  fceptre,  found  an  enemy 
in  the  other  flaves  whom  he  called  in  to 
affifl  him,  ftill  more  deftruftive  of  his  own 
power.  The  prefent  reigning  iiiltan,  Selim, 
bias  fallen  on  a  more  gentle  method  of  abo* 
lifliing  the  janizaries j  but  he  ftill  has  the 
uiema  to  contend  with. 

The  abftraft  of  their  hiftory  is  moftly  from 
Ricault,  whole  antiquated,  though  faithful 
relation,  I  have  often  quoted  in  his  own  Ian* 
guage.  I  hive  only  cited  a  few  fads  to  prove 
the  truth  of  my.  general  afTertioris ;  to  enu^ 
merate  only. all  the  inflances  of  unprovoked 
aggreflion,  breach  of  oaths,  treaties,  arid  capi* 
tulations,  malTacres,  and  a6ls  of  cruelty  and 
oppreflion,  to  be  found  in  the  bloody  pages 
of  their  hiftory,  would  alone  make  a  large, 
volume. 

The  firft  part  of  thefe  papers  has  been 

written 


^tt;ea: Tomettixan^;  that  which) is  political^, 
abput  twft .  yca«$  ago,  au  my,  return  ta .  njy 
mtxyc^ country;,  but  it  wa^  not  th^n  defigned) 
far  the.  prefs;     It  tmay  be  obje6led«  ^\^t  .t\iere 
a^v  matters  in  it  whichouglitaiQt  to  .be  made . 
puibli|{^^  as  it  contai^oa  information  which  i^iay^ 
hbriefijt  our  erieim^^ ;  I  apfwer,  tha^t  they  be* 
iitg  in  pBo{{e£Bmi  of.  the.  iufornxatioiic  Ayhjich* 
the  laUie,  gpveniriient  of  Fraiaice  had;  procured, , 
there*'  is  nothing^  eflential  iij.,thi3  book  which  f 
will  be  new  to  them ;  noj.  ha^.eve>i;that  go*^ 
veniment,  at  any,  time^  fo  many,  ipies^^  or: 
fuch  exafl:  intelligen<?e  as:the  Dirpftory  now 
have. 

With  ,refpe£t  to  the  Greeks,  there  wiU  be. 
f^mndixiuchroatter. wholly  i^w  to  the.  Public^ 
hit  not.  tQ..the.Dire6iory;  for  110  onc^  was.- 
better  iafocmcd lof  the  ftale  of  Greece:  than, 
citizen .  (heretolbire  chevalief ,  de.)   Truguet, 
lateiy^  miaifter.  of  the  nciarine  department*, 
He  was  for  a  long  time  eroplQyed  in  the. 
Afchipelag^  undec  tbet  dire^ion  of  Mr^  de 
Choiffeul  Goulfier,  and  wasfent  tq  Egypt  to, 
negotiate .  with  the  Bcy$  for  leave  to  trad?  to 
India  through  that  country,  and  to^cpunteraiSt: 
the  iRiuffiaa  intrigues  with  them. 

I  have  endeavoured:  to  prove,  that  the,  in-^ 
tcrefta.of  Great  Britain  and  RuflSa  are  infe- 
parable  ■  and.  reciprocal.     Thi^,  indeed,  has, 
been  generally-  granted ;  but  when  the  ag- 
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grand  izemcnt  of  that  empire  at  the  ^xpence 
of  the  Turks  has  been  the  fiibjeft  of  difcuf- 
iion,  that  cafe  has  generally '  been  confidered 
as  an  exception ;  on  what  grounds  I  (hall  ex- 
amine, and,  I  hope,  plainly  prove  that  the 
expulfion  of  the  Turks  from  Europe,  and- the 
re-eftablifhment  of  the  Greek  empire,  wo^ld 
be  more  advantageous  to  Britain  than  even 
to  Ruffia  itfelf ;  that  fb  far  from  being  an 
uflirpation,  it  is  an  aft  of  juftice;  and  that, 
according  to  the  laws  of  natipns,  tHe  Turks 
have  not,  by  length  of  poffeffion,  acquired  a 
right  to  the  dominion  of  the  countries  they 
conquered.  The  importance  of  the  alUance 
of  Ruffia  appears  every  day  more  ftrongly, 
and  I  riik  now,  much  lefs  than  I  did  a  few 
years  ago,  when  I  maintained,  that  the  falva- 
tion  of  Europe  depended  on  engaging  that 
power  as  a  principal  in  the  war.  The  views 
of  the  French  with  regard  to  Greece  now  too 
plainly  appear,  and  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  is 
in  danger  of  being  attacked  in  the  Black  Sea 
by  a  French  fleet. 

If  it  be,  faid  that  we  ought,  as  much  as 
may  depend  on  us,  to  prevent  the  iticreafe  of 
naval  power  in  every  other  nation,  without 
denying  the  propofition,  I  affirm,  that  it  is 
not  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe :  Ruffia 
never  can  be  formidable  in  the  Baltic ;  nature 
has  forbidden  it*     In  the  Black  Sea  ihe  may 

be 
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ht  fo,  and  (he  will,  in  Ipite  of  all  we  can  do 
to  prevent  it.  The  queftion  then  is,  fince 
wctannot  prevent  it, "which  is  the  mode  of 
its  exiftencc  which  will  be  lead  hurtful  to  us? 
That  the  Greeks  will  emancipate  themfelves 
from  the  yoke  of  Turkey  is  equally  certain. 
If  this  event  take  place  by  the  affiftance  of 
the  French,  we  (hall  certainly  have  an  enemy 
in  Greece  ;  if  -through  the  interpofition  of 
Ruffia,  and  with  our  concurrence,  a  friend. 
There  is,  indeed,  a  poflibility,  but  not  the 
leaft  probabUity,  that  we  may  fbme  time  or 
other  quarrel  with  them,  but  not  for  a  length 
of  time,  as  there  will  exift  a  mutual  in- 
tereft  in  friendfhip.  Why  make  a  vain  at- 
tempt, which  will  certainly  create  us  ene- 
mies,  when  at  leaft  we  ftand  a  fair  chance  of, 
procuring  friends  ? 

What  I  have  faid  of  Auftria  at  that  time,  I 
leave  as  I  wrote ;  I  fee  no  reafon  to  think  I 
was  then  wrong. 

The  confiftency  of  the  condu61:  of  his  Ma- 
jefty's  minifters,  in'ifirft  oppofing  the  expul- 
fion  of  the  Turks  from  Europe,  and  afterwards 
ipaking  a  war  with  Ruflia  a  cafusfoederus^  in 
the  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  Emprefs,  in 
J  795,  is  fully  proved  by  the  different  circum- 
ftances  of  the  times.  They  have  evinced, 
that  they  uniformly  purfued  the  interefts  of 
their  country,  and  did  not  obftinately- adhere 

to 
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to  a  fyftem,  wiien  it  no  longer/accoridcd  with* 
thofc  iiiterefts.     Let  their  aiitagonifts  prove^ 
that   they;  themfelves   did  not'facrificoi  the 
honour,  as  well  as  the  interefti  of  this  conthr 
try,  in  oppofiiig^  in  an  unprecedented  iman- 
ner,  the  meafores  adopted  by  its  governinent; 
that  they  themfelves   are  not;  the  caufe  of* 
thofe  calamities  which  they  attribute  to  mif*- 
condua  in  minifters^ 

I  have  added  a  few  n>iicellaneouS  papers-^ 
without  order  or  digeftion.   They  will  (h&w^ 
in  part,  how  far.  the  Emprefs's  vaft  views  of' 
aggrandizement  extended— -they  went  to  the 
entire  conqueft  of  all  European  Turkey,  a 
part  of  which  was  to  be  given  to  the  Houfe 
of    Auftria ;    the    re-eftablilhment   of  the 
Greek  empire,     and  placing    her  grandfon 
Conftantine  on  the  throne  of  Conftantinople;. 
of  making  Egypt  an  independent  ftate ;  of 
giving  to  Poland  a  Ruffian  for  a  Ibvereign, 
.and  Ultimately  incorporating  it  into  her  own 
empire  ;  of  making  a  conqueft  of  Japan  and 
a  part  of  China,  and  eftablifhing  a  iiaval 
power  in  thofe  feas. 

I  have  thought  it  neceflary  to.  f^y  fome- 
thing  of  the  charafter  of  the  late  Emprefs. 
Anecdotes  of  that  Princefs  appear  daily  in 
all  languages.  There  are  doubtlefs  many 
triiths  infome  of  them,  but  they  afe  generally 
{o  defedivcly  related,  and  with  circumftances- 

which 
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whkfa  (b  totally  mifcharafterife  the  aiSlion, 
that  few  of  them  will  fcrvc  as  materials  for 
the  accurate  Biogrtpher.  Thofe  who  wifli; 
to  ktibw  her:rcal  chacailcr,  and  the  charader 
of  the  iTK)fl:  confiderabie.  pjDrfons  of  her  court, 
would  do  w^il  to  wait  a  little  longer.  As  to 
the  hiftory  of  her  reign,  there  are  many  cir-' 
cumftances  wliich  cannot  yet  be  difclofed, 
I?bcfc  anecdotes  have  the  appearance  of  hav^- 
ing  been  learned  an  Ruffia,  but  notcommitted 
to  writing,,  and i the  memory  of  the  authors, 
fiirchargcd  with  abundance  of  materials,  has 
confounded  them;  they  a^ppear  like  muti- 
lated ftatues  reftored  by  unlkilful  artifts ;  we 
find  th^  trunk  of  a  Hercules  or  a  Jupiter  with 
the  head  of  an  Apollo  and  the  feet  of  a 
Satyr. 

It  is  a. difficult  thing,  at  all  times^  to  diA 
cover  truth,  amidft  the  mifrcprefentations  of 
courts,  of  minifters,  of  commanders.  Should 
my  one  write,,  for  inftance,  the  hiftory  of 
the  laft  war  between  Ruffia  and  Turkey^  he 
would,  take  for  his  guide,in  relating  the  firit 
event,  the  fiege  of  Ochakof,  the  accounts 
publifhed  by  the  court  of  Peterlburgh,  and 
the  reports  of  the  commanders*  There  he 
would  £nd  a  brilliant  vidory  gained  by  Prince 
Naflau  over  the  Turkilh  fleet  in  the  Liman  ; 
hut  if  he  could  get  the  report  made  by  Paul 
Jones  to  the  Admiralty  of  Ghecfixn^  figned- 

by 
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l^y  all  the  commanders  of  the  fleet,  he  would 
find  that  no  engagement  took  place  (except  a 
diftant  cannonade) ;  that  the  Turkifli  Ihips 
ran  aground  by  their  ignorance  and  bad  ma- 
noeuvres*; and  that  NalFau  with  his  fiotilla^ 
inftead  of  taking  pofleffion  oiF  them,  fet  them 
on  fire.  This  journal,  which  I  have  read, 
and  taken  an  extra£l  from,  was  forbidden  by 
Prince  Potemkin  to  be  fcnt  to  PeterlburgR, 
and  the  whole  campaign,  as  it  ftands  oii  re- 
cord, is  nearly  a  romance.  The  fortrefs  might 
have  been  taken  the  i  ft  of  July  with  more 
eafe  than  the  6th  of  December,  and  fhfe  com- 
mander-in-chief knew  it.  I  W2JS  at  the  open- 
ing of  the  trenches,  and  at  the  ftorming  of 
the  place,  and  therefore  can  ipeak  of  fa6ls  to 
which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs. 

If,  after  all,  I  am  miftaking,  and  have  loft 
my  way  in  thq  wilderhefs  of  politics,  I  have 
not  intentionally  deviated  from  the  truth ;  nor 
have  I  been  guidecjby  any  motive  but  the  in- 
tereft  of  my  country :  and  here  I  muft  make 
a  digreflion,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  par- 
doned. 

A  man  who  Jjas  been  twenty  years  abfent 
from  his  native  country  may,  I  hope,  be  per- 
mitted to  exprefs  his  aftonifliment  at  the 
changes  he  finds,  on  his  return.  Changes 
which  feem  not  to  ftrike  fo  forcibly  thofe 

who  faw  the  face  of  things  every  day. 

When 
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When  I  left  England,  no  man  would  have 
dared  to  ftanid  up  to  arraign  his  country,  and 
publicly  plead  the  caufe  of  France,  and  its 
enmity  then  was  friendfliip  compared  with 
its  enmity  now ;  he  would  have  been  deemed 
a  traitor,  and  the  people  would  have  treated 
him  as  fuch. 

I  hear  minifters  accufed  of  plunging  the 
nsition  into  a  ruinous  war,  and  perfevering  in 
it ;  I  look  to  fafts,  and  fafts  prove  the  con- 
trary. 

They  are  accufed  of  not  humiliating  their 
country  before  the  enemy,  and  .procuring 
fuch  a  peace  as  muft  foon  make  England 
a  province  of  France.  I  hope  they  are 
guilty. 

I  hear  it  publicly  afferted,  that  the  confti- 
tutipn  is  changed  ;  that  liberty  is  annihilated  j 
that  we  are  under  a  military  government.  ,  I 
look  to  fafts^  and  find  a  Hardy,  a  Thelwall, 
&c.  &c.  &c.  cannot  be  punifhed.  I  fee  ac- 
quitted, at  Haverford,  men  who  were  ac- 
qufed  by  five  witneffes  of  high  treafon,  be-r 
caufe  on  their  trial  the  witneffes  cannot  be 
perfuaded  to  fpeak  out ;  and  becaufe  their  firil 
pofitive,  clear,  and  unequivocal  depofition  be- 
fore a  magiftrate  cannot  be  admitted.  Where 
is  the  military  government?  The  circura- 
ftance  of  an  invafion  would  have  juftified  it. 
How  did  they  proceed  in  France,  where  li- 
berty, 
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beVty,  equality,  and  fraternity  are  eftabllfli^d  ? 
they  punifhed  en  fnajfe.  At  Toulon,  alLthoib 
fufpeded  of  having  favoured  the  Knglifli  were 
coUeft^d  and  fired  on ;  at  Lyons  .and  other 
places,  the  fame.  Where  w^ere  the  juries  ? 
the  counfel  for  the  prilbners  ?  where  was  the 
book  of  laws  ?  where  was  the  judge,  who 
durft  not  interpret  them  one  fyllable,  beyond 
the  letter?  How  would  the  French  have 
proceeded,  if  they  had  been  in  our  pofitipn  ? 
Not  only  the  two  men  in  queftion,  but  all 
the  inhabitants  of  Fifguard,  would  have  befeu 
driven  to  the  place  where  the  enemy  landed 
by  invitation,  and  tried  and  executed  by  a  re- 
giment of  foldiers,  all  en  majfey  or  in  a  lump. 
They  would  have  proceeded  in  the  iame 
manner  with  a  Thelwall  and  his  applauding 
audience.  How  did  they  proceed  with  their 
oppofition  ?  not  an  oppofition  to  overturn  the 

•  govemnient  it  had  fworn  to  maintain,  but  an 
oppofition  •  to  flop  the  progriefs  of  defpotic 
power.  The  members  of  it  were  all  feized, 
and  fent  without  trial  to  Ibme  place,  nobody 
knows  where,  hito  exile,  perhaps  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ocean. 

In  what  page  of  hiftory,  ancient  or  mo- 
dern, is  fiich  moderation  to  be  found  as  in 
this  infialted  government  ?   I  fee  here,  proved 

•  byfa^Sy  men  fiibjefl  only  to  the  law,  and 
that  law  more  powerful  than  men^     I  find 

J.  no 
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no  fuch  libeity  anywhere  elfe,  neither  in 
praftice  at  this  day,  nor  in  the  records  of 
hiftory. 

Nor  are  my  ears  lefs  fhocked  to  hear  a 

^foreign  dialed  fpoken  by  a  part  of  the  peo|)le 

of  Britain.     Our  demagogues  have  tranflated 

*  the  French  words  Uberti^  egaliti^  fraiernitij 
^philantropt€y  philofophie^  hy  the  Englifli  words, 

liberty,  equality,  fraternity,  philanthropy, 
philolbphy,  and  becaufe  ^  there  is  tpuch  re- 
femblance  in  the  founds^  they  would  perfoade 

the.  people  that  there  is  alfo  a  refemblanc<; 

^in  the  ideas, 
.  F^i" '  teach  •  us,   that  Ubeni  fignifies  the 

^moft  hoirrifele  tyramiy,  filencing  all  law,  arid 
violating  all  property ;  that  egalite  fignifies 
ttnifdering '  Ibvereigns  and  the  higher  claffes, 

•  and  putting  Jover  the  people  men  the  moft 
Idw,  -igiibrant,  and  wicked,  invefted  with 
power  to  iiiftilt,  enflave,  and  drive  them  in 

-flocks  to  be  flaughtered,  and.  placing  them  ^t 
•a  greater  diftatice  than  there  exifted  before 
» between 'them  and  their  foperiors  by  birth 
-and- education,     Fratermte^  in' France,  figni- 
fies toeing  a  Frenchman ;  applied  to  other  na- 
tions, it  fignifies,  forcing  on  them  a  governr 
ntient,  plunideririg  dieit-  property,  and  taking 
their  wives  aii<lMJt^ghters,     Pkilantropiey  is 
'profeffing  a  genei^al  love  to  all  mankind,  and 
.  pr^6tifing  cruelty  to  every  individual.     Philo^ 

fophiey 


>rvi 
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fophify  (which  was  the  mother  of  all  the  Frendh 
virtues,)  fignifies  the  commiflion  of  every 
crime  without  remorfe  ;  the  extin6tton  of 
every  fentiment  religious  and  moral,  of  every 
generous  and  fpcial  feeling ;  the  diflblution 
of  every  tie  of  kindred  and  afFe6lion  j  the  an- 
nihilation of  every  quality  which  ornaments 
and  diftinguilhes  the  gentleman,  the  fcholaf, 
and  the .  man  of  tafte ;  the  banilhment  of 
chaftity,  modefty,  fenfibility  and  decorum 
from  the  female  fex. 

Every  nation  has  thought  it  neceflary,  in 
times  of  public  dangef",  to  punifh  crimes, 
when  the  common  laW  was  infufBcient,  by  a 
tribunal  ereded  for  that  purpofe  ;  in  Athens, 
this  tribunal  was  compofed  of  the  people  af- 
fembled ;  in  Rome,  of  judges  appointed  in 
confequence  of  a  decree  of  the  people.  Have 
not  the  good  people  of  Britain  a  right  to  look 
to  their  reprefentatives  for  proteSion  againft 
thofe  who  openly  ^Xi^fetretly  attack  their  go- 
vernment, and  who  ejlablijhfchools  to  dijfemi^ 
note /edition  in  the  minds  of  their  children, 
and  yet  defend  the  revolutionary  tribunals  \vi 
France,  and  the  military  defpotifra  of  the 
Diredlory,  on  the  ground  of  public  danger  ? 
In  all  offences  againft  the  nation,  might  not, 
( I  alk,  for  I  am  Hot  learned  in  the  law)  con- 
fiftently  with  our  facred  conftitution,  the  re- 
prefentatives of  the  nation  try  and   decide, 

raihef 
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lather  than  a  jury  of  private  perlbhs  ?  Such 
ofFenCes  are  not  of  a  private  nature  between 
man  and  man :  or  might  not  that  body  which 
reprefents  the  party  injured,  the  tiation,  be 
the  accufer,  and  thd  Houle  of  Lords  the  tri- 
bunal ?  .If  this  manner  of  proceeding  be  un* 
precedented,  the  neceffity  of  adopting  it  is 
alfb  unprecedented. 


PREFACE 

ro    tHE   SECOND   EDiriOI^. 

CiNCE  the  firft   edition  of  this  book  was 
printed,  coniiderable  changes  have  taken 
place  in  the  political  fituation  of  the  Ottoman 
empire*     The  French  have  invaded  one  of  its 
provinces.  This  aft  of  hoftility  has  produced 
a  war  with  that  nation,  and  an  alliance  and 
co-operation  between  Turkey,  Great  Britain, 
and  Ruffia.     This  I   certainly  regard   as  a 
very  fortunate  event ;  and  though  not  wit  h- 
ftaxiding  its  zeal  in  the  caufe,  but  little  exer- 
tion can  reafonably  be  expefted    from  the 
Porte,    in   its    prefent   deplorable  fituation, 
when  a  revolted  city  fets  the  whole  power 
of  this  once  mighty  empire  at  defiance ;  yet  it 

b  will 
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will  ftop  the  progrdfs  of  revolution  on  Fwnch 
prificiples  among  the  Greeks ;  aiid  wiU^  be^ 
iides  the  advantages  to  our  trade,  be  pr6duc« 
tive.  of  other  good. 

•    In   this  fituation  of  things,  fome  ^  tfkj 
friend  lament  that  ifny  book  has  appeared* 
When  it  was  firft  publifhed,  there  exi^bed  no 
probability  of  fuch  events  taking  plaoe  i  and 
it  was  only  owing  to  an  accidental  difcovery^ 
that  the  vizir  had  been  bribed  by  the  direc- 
tory, that  the  Porte  has  aflumed  the  appear- 
ance of  being  refolved  to  profecute  the  war 
ofFenfively.     Be  thut  as  it  may,  if  we  are  to 
.be  conne6led  with  the   Porte  in  friendfliip 
and  co-c^eratron,  is  it  not  'equally  pradent  to 
know  its  real  and  its  relative  ftrength^  as  if 
we  were  to  ad  agaiiaft  it  ? 

I  avoided  from  the  firft^  as  much  as  poffible, 
fpeaking  of  foch  fituatioiis  of  thing^^  and  of 
foch  events  as  can  only  occafion  a  temporary 
derangement  in  the  effed  of  general  caufes*  X 
have  enquired  what  is  the  internal  fituation  of 
the  TurkiAi  empire^  and  what  rank  in  the 
fcale  of  political  importance  it  ha^  obtained ; 
and  how  its  decline  ch- annihilations  w<^ldafie^ 
the  intereft  of  other  ftates  j-whatev^r  ehanges 
mayj  after  all^  have  finqe  taken  place,  I  \hav6 
eftablifhedj  I, hope,  what  is  the  real -^tuation 
of  that  coilntry  at  ^^i?  <iay ;  a^  whatever 
changes  may  hereafter  take  pla^e^  ibh  £tua* 
,1  .  tion 
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lion  w^l  ierve  ^  »  crlti^rien  of  c«si|>ai-ifoja  i^ . 
any  futiM-e  pofitiDm* 

.  The  erripdrw  P«tai  k  a  ^priaee  o(f  the  #©ft 
foupulous  honor  autj  the  purdft  integrity,  La- 
^mpable  fof  taking  advantage  *of .  the  fitpation' 
in  wJiioh  the  ibolT<ndleis   c(iua£idenQe  .^f  the 
Porte^  as  mucii  as  ite  terixif,  has  t^titai'ily; 
placed  him.     He  has  fet  the  generous  exam-. . 
pie  of,  laying  afide  tbue  iiidividUaJ  iotereft  of 
bis  oWii  laatioB,  and  defending  his  na-tufaj 
eneflay^  to  promote  t-He  iutej'e.ft  he  wily  has  ifli 
cxxuno^on  with  ^Jl  other  fovereigns* 

When  che  prefeat  cout^  fli^  be  ended^ 
what  will  ultinptately  be  the  f»te  of  fo  dpfw^ 
bk  a  couatry,  fituated  bet wetfi*) powerful 
neigbboiaf s^' and  having  no  intxiaik  farce,  ij/^r 
the  .attachment  of  its  Ghriftiah  fubje^s,  nor 
isftergy  of  goverrninent  for  irts  def^jice,  may, 
without  difficulty^  be  conje6it\red. .  But  {i&^^: 
fur  d^ani  that  period  iiiay  fee  r-empved  b^. 
the  prefen±  ch&nges  iii  its  favour^  which 
have  added  ;another  hair  to  fuftatii  fi  little 
longer  the  iuipended  fword  from  fjitling  oa 
its  head^  no  one  ^caii  pretend  to  cdlculate^ 
br  to  foretel  wl^t  rOther  circumftaiices  iiiajr 
ftill  occur  to  prolong  its  exiftence;  -  . 

- '  So  rnauch  has  lately ,  bedn  ^^vri^ten  on  f he 
&bJ€<Sl  -of  the  French  expedition  to  Egyptj 
ihat  it  -may  be  fiiperfluops  rtp  &y  -alny  raoi^w 
.  1  idtmlljj  th^refor-e^  6piy  obferve^  thiat  more 

b  a  '  accurate 
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accurate  knowledge  of  that  country  wis  to 
be  expe6led  from  the  French.  They  have 
totally  miftaken  the  people,  and  have  miC- 
underftood  the  government  of  the  Beys, 
which,  notwithftanding  their  frequent  rebel- 
lions, is  the  conftitution  given  to  Egypt  by 
Selim  I.  which  eftabliihes  a  kind  of  indepen- 
dence^ 

Had  the  Direftory  followed  the  plan  of  the 
old  Cabinet  of  France,  and  offered  to  maintaia 
the  eighteen  Beys  in  their  refpeftive  govern- 
ments, Buonaparte  would  have  been  received 
with  open  arms.  The  pa(ha  of  Acri,  who  has 
an  af  my  of  40  or  50,000  men,  bcfides  being  in 
poffeffion  of  the  ftrong  country  of  the  Drufes; 
and  who  is  as  perfeftly  independent  of  the 
Porte  as  was  his  predeceflbr  Shek  Omar-ul- 
Daher,  would  have  joined  in  the  league ;  for 
the  country  of  Acri  and  Egypt  are  always  in 
alliance ;  Buonaparte  then  might  have  bid  de- 
fiance to  the  Porte  and  its  allies. — ^The  Di- 
re6tory  might  afterwards  have  ferved  the  beys 
as  they  have  done  the  king  of  Sardinia. 

The  fituation  of  this  paflia  is,  however, 
ftill  deferving  of  particular  attention  at  this 
moment. 

The  Monthly  Reviewers  imagining  that  I 

bad  hot  been  in  Ruflia  before  the  fiege  of 

Ochakof,  have  concluded  that  I  knew  little 

of  the  interior  of  the  court  of  St.  Peterf- 

•  '  burgh. 
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burgh.  I  hoped  that  I  had  faid  enough,  of 
myfelf  in  the  Preface  to  the  firft  Edition  of 
this  Book. 

Nptwithftanding  all  the  refpeft  which  is* 
due  to  flich  learned  critics,  I  cannot  fubfcribe 
to  the  rules  which  they  recommend,  in  tranf* 
lating  proper  names  of  men  and  places  from 
the  Ruffian  language.  After  twenty^three 
years  acquaintance  with  an  alphabet,  fiirely  1 
may  be  allowed  fb  much  knowledge  of  it,  as 
not  to  have  written  Orlow  for  OrlofF  through' 
ignorance. 

I  wrote  Or/ow,  RomanzoWj  and  JV^oronzbWj 
becaufe  thofe  perlbns,  following  the  Polifh, 
not  the  German  orthography,  (pelt  their 
names  in  this  manner,  when  they  wrote  in 
the  Latin  chara6len  Where  I  had  no  fuch 
authority,  I  made  uie  of  flich  Englifh  letters 
as  would  produce  nearly  the  Ruffian  founds. 

There  is  no  fyllable  in  the  German  lan- 
guage which  ends  with  w,  except  m  a*  few 
names  of  men  and  places j  where  it  is  founded 
like  their  «,  (not  like  our  i^,y  and  even  thefe  ; 

are  not  original  German  wordsi  ' 

I  fee  no  reafbn  why  we  fhould  tranflatc 
Ruffian  words  through  a  German  tnedilim. 
There  are  n?anv  Ruffian  letters    which  Gcr-  i 

•'V 

mans  cannot  pronounce,  and  confequently 
cannot  exprefs  the  founds  by  their  letters. 
tThe  pnglifh  ^A  have  .exadly  the  found  of  the 

b  3  Ruffian 
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^mffiaa  y,  but  the  German  t/cA  have  not 

jior  can  a  Gcerman  pronounce  this  found  at- 

all.     This  manner  of  writing,  lately  becoflie 

fa  fi^equenf y.  eaofes  an   Englifhman  to  pro- 

Bounce'  wrongly  ;  for  inftance  2  Katnifchatka^ 

as  if  written'  Kamt-Jkatka.     We  might  with 

^  rrinch  |xropriety  write  Arabic  words,  ad 

.   ^  Niebubr  has  done:    DJchjidda^   Hfchjfbbal^ 

&c.  whereas  our  own  orthograjfhy  G;V^/<^and 

Qebal  produces  exactly  the   Arabic   found, 

y  hich.  the  Get naan  T>Jch)  do  not.    When  the 

Ruffian  B   (vedi)  begins  a  lyllable,.it  has  the 

fo\ind  of  the  Englifti  V^  but  prcdeddd  by  a  con- 

^dnadt  (as  in  MocifiA)  thftt  of  the  German 

6r  Italian  U  ;  at  the  end  of  a  fylbble,  when 

it  is  followed  by  ekher  of  the  mute  letters 

if  or  6,  which.give  d  hard  or  foft  found  to  the 

filial  iyllable,  it  has  the  po\Vcr  of  f,  fF,  v.  Or 

vc,     Mr,  Smifilove,  in  his  Survey  of  Ruffia^ 

has  Writtf  n  proper  names  as  they  are  pro* 

fiipunced,  aiikd  be  thinks  that  the  v€di  fliould 

always  be  ^icpr'effed  in  Engliih  by  v  or  ve^ 

He  writes  his  own  name  in  conformity  to  his 

rule.     He  i?  d.  fcholar^  and  a  Ruffian  born. 

The  Poles  pronounce  ch  as  we  do^;  c%  as 
we  do  cK  (hence  Ocbakof,  not  Qtchakof) 
but  c  alone  like  ts  ;  Potoch^  pronounce  Pa^ 
idtjSku  &c.         ' 

''    Where  the  orthography  t)f  names  is  efta-r 
bUlbtd  by  lon^  cufton^  wc  xty^%  I  fiippofc, 

continue 
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eontiftue  to  ufe  it. '  Moicow  is  become  the 
EngUih  name  for  Mofqua  (mockb a)  ;  Naples 
for  Napoli ;  Leghorn  for  Livorno  (anciently 
Lighorno).  The  French  name  for  London 
is  jLondreSj  the  Italian  Londra^  &a 

Where  this  is  not  the  cafe,  we  muft  Ipell 
liames  as  the  natives  do,  if  they  make  ufe  of 
the  Latin  charafter  j  if  they  do  not,  we  muft 
either  write  fheir  charafter,  or  make  ufe  of 
letters  of  our  own  alphabet  that  will  pro- 
duce, as  near  as  poflible,  the  fame  founds; 
or^  without  any;regacrd  to  the  founds  that  ailt^ 
fwer  to  their .  letter^.  I  will  not  decide 
which  method  ought  to  be  followed,  of 
which  is  the  real  language  of  a  people  whofe 
orthography  is  fixed,  the  oral  or  the  written. 
I  will  only  obfefve,  that  it  is  very  difficult 
to  render  the  principal  founds  of  one  Ian- 
guage  by  letters  of  aiiother,  not  to  mention 
modifications ;  and  this  is  particularly  fo  to 
the  Englifh,  whofe  vowels  have  a  very  un- 
certain pronunciation. 

I  cannot  approve  oi  Sultaun  and  Tturktf- 
taun^  &c.  The  Perfians,  iiideed,  pronounce 
ihe  a  broad ;  but  this  is  not  always  the  cafe 
with  other  orientals,  nor  does  the  accent  al- 
ways lie  on  the  a.  '  Sultan  has  the  f^nie  letf 
tcrs  as  in  the  oriental  languages;  the: pro* 
uunciation  of  it  thus  written,  is  near  enough^ 
and  this  orthography  is  eflablifhed  through 
^  Europe,  as  well  as  with  us. 

b  4  I  have 
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I  have  written  Tatar,  becaufe  there  is  no 
r  either  iii  the  writing  or  the  pronunciation 
of  the  orientals. 

The  Ruffians  always  have  written  and  pro- 
nounced Tatar;  and  the  Germans  have  lately 
adopted  this  orthography. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  charafter  I 
drew  of  the  late  emprefs,  and  I  cannot  dit- 
cover  one  incorre6l  feature. 

Prince  Potemkin  was  born  a  gentleman, 
received  a  very  good  education  at  Mofcow, 
and  was  a  major-general  in  the  army  before 
He  was  promoted  to  the  poft  of  favourite. 
The  comparifon  between  the  elevation  of  a 
Turkilh  vizir  from  the  loweft  ftation,  with 
ibme  few  inftances  of  a  fimilar  kind  in  Ruflia, 
does  not  prove  a  fimilarity  in  the  ipirit  of  the 
two  governments.  In  Turkey,  every  one 
who  rifes  to  an  high  office  rifes  from  nothing. 
The  fortunes  of  all  officers  of  the  empire 
(the  Ulema  excepted)  are  inherited  by  the 
liiltan,  to  the  total  exclufion  of  their  children. 
Ther6  is  no  fiich  thing  as  family  or  family 
fortunes  in  that  empire.  \vl  Ruffia,  notwith- 
jftanding  the  advantages  perfons  of  family  and 
fortune  naturally  have,  and  muft  have  in  all 
civilized  ftates;  and,  notwithftanding  the  yery 
partial  diftribution  of  honors  and  revi^ards^ 
and  the  fortunes  made  by  Ibrtie  who  enjoyed 
t^ie  perfonal  favour  of  the  fovereign  in  the 
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late  reign,  merit  was  never  excluded  ;  and, 
upon  the  whole,  there  is  no  country  in  Eu- 
rope where  it  is  more  lure  of  ;"eward  tha^  in 
RujSia,  and  where  the  right  of  riling  by  rota- 
tion, or  by  length  of  fervice,  both  in  the  civil 
and  military  departments,  is  better  eftablilh- 
ed :  nobility  and  great  connexions  do  not 
there  engrofs  every  honourable  employment, 
to  the  exclulion  or  depreffion  of  merit,  and 
zeal  for  the  lervice.    > 

I  find  that  I  have  not  been  liifficiently  ex- 
plicit in  delcribing  the  method  of  making 
yeaft  from  Iplit  peale.  The  whole  of  the 
water  in  which  the  peafe  were  fteeped,  as 
well  as  the  froth,  muft  be  ijfed  as  yeaft. 
Some  perlbns  having  taken  only  the  froth, 
have  not  lucceeded. 
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ChaniSer  of  the  firft  fiiltans.  Degeneracy  of  their. fuc- 
ceflor^.  The  jamzaries  often  dcpole  their  fultans.  De- 
generacy 6f  the  janizaries.  Of*  the  ulema.  Power  of 
'  the  furan.  Judicial  power.  Inftances  of  prevarication 
in  judges.  Appeal  to  the  fiiltan.  Little  appearance  ^f 
p.  reform. 

CHAPTER  II.— page39. 
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once  fo  formidable.  Ljfiitution  of  the  janizaries.  Pre- 
fcnt  character.  Detail  of  the  Turkifti  army.  ReaJj)ns 
why  it  now  is  not  fo  numerous  as  formerly.     Method  of 
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a  feminary.  Some  circumftances  of  the  latt  Ruffian 
war.  Of  the  Dardanelles,  and  o'her  fortreffes.  Of 
Ochakof  and  Killburh.  A  change  is  now  operating  in 
Ae  military  fyftem  of  Turkey. 
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Oftki  TurkiJI)  Religion. 

Its  ttk&  on  the  public  and  private  charafter  of  the  Turksj 
and  on  the  law.  Infulting  diftin6tions  to  Chriftians. 
Intolerance.  Propofals  to  maflacre  all  the  Chriftian 
Turkifli  fubjefts.  Its  difgufting  influence  on  their  con- 
iu&'  to  foreign  fovereigns,  and  to  their  ambaflTadors. 
Breaches  of  treaties  faniSioned  by  their  religion.  Ef- 
feds  on  the  manners  of  the  court.  Particular  inftances 
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^e  ulema.     Their  learnings    Proofs  of  intoleration. 
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•  « 

Hiflorical  Fiiw  of  the  Turkijh  Power , 

Origin  of  its  power.  Caufes  of  their  former  gr^atnefs, 
Charader  of  their  fultans,  and  their  fyftem  of  ufurpation 
ian^ioned  by  their  religion.  Othman  1/  Orkhan, 
Amurat  L  eftablifbed  the  janizaries.  His  ufurpations, 
B,ayazet  1.  ftrangles  his  brother.  Taken  prifoner  by 
Tamerlane,  and  kills  himfelf.  Mahomed  I.  kills  bis 
brothers.  Amurat  II.  ftrangled  his  brother.  Horrid 
cruelties  in  his  wars.  Died  of  grief  at  his.  ill  fuccefles 
againft  Scanderbeg.  Mahomed  II.  murdered  his  two 
Jjrothers,  The  greateft  monfter  who  fat  on  the  Turkiih 
throne.  Took  Conftantinople.  Unheard  of  cruelties. 
He  put  to  death  above  800,000  Chriftians.  Bayazet  II. 
His  brothers  eicaped.    Formed  a  project  of  cutting  oif 
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the  whole  body  of  janizaries.  Depofed  and  poifoi^ed  hy 
bis  fon-  Selim  L  murdered  his  father,  brother,  ^nd  his 
own  children.  Took  Cairo.  Died  of  a  cancer  a  mifer- 
able  dea^h.  Soliman  I.  took  Rhodes.  His  fpeech  to 
.  the  gr^nd  mafter.  Confeffion  of  his  fentiments.  Maf- 
fecres  in  Hungary.  Befieged  Vienna.  Maflacres. 
Took  Bagdad,  &c.  Attacked  Malta.  Breach  of  capi- 
tulation. Killed  his  fons  and  their  children.  Died  of  a 
flux.  Selim  II.  fet  the  example  of  not  going  hioifelf 
to  the  wars.  Took  Cyprus.  Ravaged  Mddavia  ^and 
took  Walachia.  Amurat  III.  murdered  five  brothers. 
Ravages  committed  jn  Poland  and  Ruifia.  Janizaries 
Ipft  tiitit  fubmiffion.  Con>mitted  great  ravages  in  the 
dominions*  of  the  emperor  oif  Germany.  Mahomed  III. 
put  to  death  nineteen  brothers,  and  ten  of  his  Other's 
wives  with  child.  Murdered  the  garnfon  of  Alba-^cga- 
'  lis  contrary  to  the  capitulation.  Several  palhas  rebelled. 
He  put  to  death  his  own  fon  and  his  mother.  Achmet  I. 
unable  to  deceive,  made  peace  with  the  Germans.  His 
foltana  put  his  favourite  to  death.     Muflafa  I.  com- 

•  mitted  great  cruelties,  and  was  depofed.  Ofman  I.  un- 
iuccefsful  againft  Poland.  Attempted  to  cut  ofFall  the 
corps  of  janzaries.  Revolt,  ©epofed  and  put  to  death. 
Muftafa  I.  re-endironed.  Great  diforders  and  rebel- 
lions. Again  dethroned.  Amurat  I.  Diforders  ftill 
continued.  The  (irltan  a  drunkard,  and  the  paihas  go- 
verned. Exercifes  great  feyerttieson  taking  the.  govern- 
ment into  his  own  hands.  Difregards  the  laws  of  na- 
tions. Went  to  th^  Petfian  \pT.  in  perfon,  and  became 
fober.  li'eftVoyed  'Tauris  hy  fire  and  fword.  Re- 
lapTes  into  debauchery.  Dfeadful  cruelty  towards  his 
fiibje^.  Murdered  his  brother.  Marched  againft  Perfia, 
and  J-e-eftabHflied  good  difcipline.     Obliged  Venice  to 

'  pay  250,000  fechins  to  avoid  a  war.  Ileapfed  into  his 
former  debaucheries,  and  died  in  confequence  of  tliem. 
His  charafter.  Ibrahim.  Gave  himfelf  up  to  pleafure. 
The  vizir,  who  gaverned,  attacked  Afoph.  He  made 
peaqe  with  Germany,  and  broke  it  foon  after.  The  di- 
Van  refolved  to  take  Candia.  The  fuhan  took  t!ie  muf- 
ti's daughter  by  force.  Depofed  and  ftrangled.  Ma- 
homed IV.  His  minority  occafioned  great  diforders. 
The  feraglio  plundered.  ^  Order  reftored  by  Kiuperli. 

•  The  fultan  took  the  government  into  bis  own  hands. 
Pafha  of  Aleppo   rebelled.    Violated  the  peace  with 
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Germany.  Murdered  his  Qerman  prifoners.  The  Ta- 
tars carried  off  160,000  Poles,  Candia  taken  after 
unhdard  of  cruelties.  Invaded  Poland,  and  killed  or 
carried  off  300,000  inhabitants.  Killed  nearly  100,000 
men  at  Human.  The  Ottoman  power  now  at  its  heighth, 
after  which  it  gradually  declined.  Vienna  was  faved  by 
Sobiefki«  Mahomed  was  depofed,  Achmet  If.  and 
Mufta£ii  11.  had  no  better  fuccefs.  Tranfilvania  ceded 
to  th^  emperor  of  Germany  at  the  peace  of  Carlowitfc. 
Mufta&  was  depofed.  Achmet  1(1.  obtained  advantages 
over  the  Ruffians  at  Pruth ;  but  was  unfuccefsful  in  his 
other  wars,  and  concluded  a  difgraceful  peace  atPafia- 
rowitz.  Being  alfo  unfuccefsful  againft  the  Perfians  he 
wai  depofed.  Mahomed  Y*  Changes  of  internal  fyftem 
-  tQok  place.  Ofman  III.  The  kiflar-aga  gained  greater 
power  than:  the  vizir.  Muftafa  III.  increafed  the  re- 
venue of  the  vizir,  and  fince  they  have  been  removed  lefs 
frequently.  He  ordered  the  Tatars  to  invade  Kuifia. 
His  ill  fuccefs  obliged  him  to  make  a  difhonourable 
peace.  Abdulhamid  not  more  fuccefsful.  Probability 
that  another  war  will  terminate  in  their  expulflon  from 
Europe.  ^    , 
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t)f  Arts  and  Sciences^  Commerce^  and  general  Manners. 
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.  fiances  of  ignorance.  Mechanic  arts.  Navigation. 
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furgery,  in  conftrudtion  of  boats,  tinning  copper  veffels, 
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manner  of  painting  with  wax,  and  burning'in  the  colours. 
Foils  for  diamonds.  A  glue  for  metals.  Method  of 
dying  cotton  with  madder.  Making  caft  iron  malleable. 
Ufe  mechanics  make  of  their  toes.  Method  of  building 
cupolas.  Earth  walls  remarkably  durable.  Filtering 
water  by  afcenfion.  Yaourt,  or  four  milk,  Angular  qua- 
lities. Coffee.  Yeaft  made  of  pe'afe.  Commerce, 
interior  and  foreign. 
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fequences  of  thc"  French  liberating  Greece  from  the  Qt- 
tomanyoke. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

IT  is  the  aim  of  the  following  fheeti  to 
delineate  the  moral  and  political  ftate  of  a 
great  empire^  iefs  accurately  known  to  us  than 
its  contiguity  and  relative  importance  demand* 
The  ftudy  of  human  nature,  under  the  various 
influences  of  peculiar  fituatiqn,  laws,  and  cuf- 
toms,  can  in  no  cafe  be  uninterefting  either  tb 
the  politician,  the  moralift,  or  the  philolb- 
pher.  If  we  confider  mankind  merely  as 
adted  upon  by  fcience,  as  elevated  to  \jnufual 
Iplendor  by  the  energies  of  intelledl:,  or  de- 
^  preft  to  a  brutal  degradation  by  grofs  igao« 
ranee,  it  muft  render  our  {peculations  more 
accurate,  our  judgment  more  diftin6l>  to  try 
the  ftandard  of  theory  by  the  tcft  of  esqpe^ 
.rience,  and  to  view  the  effedl  produced  on  a 
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large  community  by  the  degree  of  knowledge 
which  they  poiTefs.  If  from  fcicnce  we  turn 
to  morals,  and  would  contemplate  the  effi- 
cacy of  religious  doftrines,  of  legal  inftitu- 
tions,  or  of  popular  opinions,  thefe  cannot 
be  fairly  tried  but  by  referring  to  their  efFeft 
on  ~  the  '  nation  at  large  in  which  they  exift. 
Should  it  again  beourdefire  to  eftiraatejuftly 
the  political  advantages  of  external  and  in- 
ternal adminiftration,  thefe  are  beft  tried  by 
an  appe?il  to  fads:  defpotifin  or  licentiouf- 
nefs  appearing  in  their  true  colours  give  the 
fureft,  beCaufe  the  moft  rational  means,  of 
appreciating  the  advantages  of  good  goveru* 
ment* 

No  one  can  doubt  that  thefe  ends  will  be 
greatly  promoted  by  a  review  of  the  ftate  of 
Turkey,  which  muft  prefent  a  pi6lure  no  lefs 
interefting,  fiom  the  magnitude  of  its  objefts^ 
than  from  the  peculiarity  of  their  features. 
It  may  indeed  be  objeded,  that  this  fubjeft 
has  been  treated  by  many  writers,  apparently 
well  qualified  to  deliver  faithful  and  complete 
information;  but  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  teftimony  of  an  eye-witnefs,  furniihed 
with  a  multitude  of  particular  fa6ls,  would . 
even  in  that  cafe  be  a  defirable  addition  to  the 
mafs  of  evidence  which  is  before  the  public. 
The  truth,  however,  is,  that  the  multitude 
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i>{  teftitiionics^  or  the  accuracy  of  informa- 
tion,  is  by  no  means  fuchas  to  render  further 
accounts  unneGeffary:  in  many  very  intereft- 
ing  points  the  principal  authors  do  not  agree ; 
feme  are  iwaiyed  by  perfonal  x>r  national  in* 
terefty  and  fome  mifled  by  fuperficial  obfer- 
vation  or  unfounded  caprice^  We  have  proofs 
that  even  a  long  refidence  iu  that  coun- 
try, ^nd  in  a  capacity  which  would  appear 
the  beft  calculated  to  afford  information,,  that 
of  a  public  minifler,  is  not  lufBcient.  The 
numerous  errors  Sir  James  Porter  has  fallen 
into  d'emonftrate  this.  As  to  merchants, 
their  occupations  feWom  leavq  them  leifure 
or  curiofity  to  be  infoitned  of  matters  foreign 
to  commerce j  and  diftant  from  their  places 
of  abode»  From  travellers  who  run  through 
a  country  lefs  is  to  be  expefted.  **  ^i/I  a  man 
?'  4S  capable  <yf<QnverJing  with  eafe  among  the 
*'  natives  of  a  country  ^  he  can  never  be  able  tQ 
^'  form  an  adequate  idea  of  their  policy  and. 


*'  manners^ 


It  is  obvious,  tTiat  a  confiderable  portion 
of  time  and  ftudy  is  requifite'  to  obtain 
a  full  acquaintance  with  the  moral  and 
political  ftate  of  a  nation:  he  who  would 
obferve  it  with  accuracy  fhould  have  re- 
fided  along  time  in,  the  country;  he  (hould 
have  poffeffed  opportunities  of  penetrating 
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m to  the  councils  of  the  governinent,  ^  wdl 
as  of  (loticing  the  manners  aitid  genius  of  the 
people ;  he  fhould  have  ieen  thexa  in  war  Bisid 
in  peac«,  have  noted  their  military  SiiUand 
their  oommerdal  fyftem ;  finally,  and-afeove 
all,  it  is  neceflary  that  he  fliould  have  an  ac- 
curate knwvledge  of  their  language,  £b  as  t<* 
cut  off  one  great  and  almoft  iMiiverfal  fource 
of  error  in  accounts  of  foreign  couritri^s^. 
urifing  from  the  mifapprehenfion  of  the  rc^ 
later  himfelf. 

In  order  to  form  a  juft  ftandard  fof 
trying  the  comparative  accuracy  of  difib-' 
ireiit  accounts,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  know 
thofe  prejudices  which  are  nK>ft  likely,  in 
Ipite  of  integrity,  to  infinuate  theipafelves  in* 
to  an  author's  work  from  motives  of  pri- 
vate or  of  puhlic  intereft.  With  this  view  it* 
will  jTOt  be  unacceptable  to  notice  a  few  par- 
ticulars relative  to  two  or  three  preceding 
works  of  the  beft  reputation,  which  have 
treated  of  the  Turkiih  empire  in  general :  (oF 
icarlrcr.  authors  it  is  needled  to  Ipeak.) 

I  kncKv  of  no  book  from  which  more  may  be 
iearnt  of  the  true  charafter  of  that  people^ 
5and  ftate  of  knowledge  among  them,  thaa 
from  M.  3e  T'oit.  He  fpoke  their  language 
perfe6ily,  he  enjoyed  their  confidence,  and 
lived  more  intimately  with  them  than  any 

Chriftiaa 
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•Chriftiau  has  lately  done.  It  docs  not  appear 
that  he  has  wilfully  mifreprefented  ai^y  one 
eircumftance.  I  never  faw  him,  but  what  I 
have  heard  of  him  is  much  in  his  favour. 
His  book  difobligcd  the  French  court,  wljich 
did  not  wi(h  to  fee  them  expofed.  He  has 
ipoken,  perhaps,  too  much  of  bimfelf,  and 
made  the  n>oft  of  what  he  did  for  the  Turks, 
though  the.fafls  are  indifputahle.  Had  he 
ikid  left  f>f  himielf,  we  Should  have  loft  tbofe 
Kttle  ilarics  that  h^  t6lls,  which  give  more  in- 
jSght  into'tlic  true  charafter  of  the  people  with* 
whom  he  was  concerned,  than  could  perhapi 
he  obtained  ^r.om  volumes  of  differtations. 

The  cgotifm  of  nKxlerji  travellers  in  re- 
lating incidents  and  adventures  which  might 
happen  in  any  country,  and  which  con- 
vey no  information  peculiar  to  that  they 
are  travelling  in,  is  truly  difgufting;  they 
•are  at  beft  fubjefts  for  novels.  The  work  of 
Baron  Dc  Tott  is  indifputably  the  beft  and 
moft  accurate  account  hitherto  given  of  the 
general  fyftem,  as  well  as  the  peculiar  fea- 
tures of  Turkifli  manners,  and  though  it  kas 
been  cenfured  as  a  calumny^  it  is  in  fa^  a  vary 
moderate  piQure  of  real  events. 

To  this  teftimony  of  De  Tott  is  ©p- 
pofed  that  of  M.  Peyffonel,  a  tn^n  un- 
4mhtcdiy  karge^  and  feientific,  whofe  refi- 
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dence  in  the  empire  and  knowledge  of  xti^ 
language  render  him  deferving  of  great  at-* 
tention,  though  his  opportunities  of  acquir- 
ing information  were  by  no  means  equal 
to  thofe   of  pe  Tott.      Of  M.    Peyffonel 
two  things  are  to  be  remarked,    the   iuf-^ 
frage  which  he  gives  in  favour  of  Tott,  and 
the  prejudices  which  were  likely  to  afFe6l 
his  own  teftimony.     In  ipeaking  of  the  Ba- 
ron, he  readily  admits  *'  his  profound  know^ 
**  ledge  of  the  government ^  laws^  manners^  cuf^ 
**  toms  and  character  of  the  ^urks^   derived 
**  from  a  long  refidence  in  the  country ^  a  clofe 
^  attention  to  the  language^  and  from  being  em^ 
^*  ployed  in  affairs  of  the  greateji  importances^ 
What  he  profeflcs  is  only  to  point  out,  "  pul^ 
**  chro  in  apere  neevos^^*  ibme  imperfeftions 
in  a  Valuable  work.   After  this  ilifFrage  in  fa- 
vour pf  Tott,  we  need  only  refer  to  him  for 
a  pi^rc  of  Turkey,  faithful  enough  to  be 
relied  on,  and  yet  fuffieiently  forcible  to  ex- 
cite our  dilguft  at  fuch  mongers  in  human 
ihape.     The  fapie  M-  Peyffonel  quotes,  as 
writers   of, greater  accuracy,   Du  Pan  and 
Montefquieu,  who,  he  acknowledges,  wrote 
in  their  clofets  accounts  of  9  people  whon;i 
they  had  never  feen, 

In  page  88  of  M,  Peyffoners  letter  wc 
fee  the  true  reafon  of  his  defence  of  the 

Turks : 
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'Turics:  ^^  It  is  (fays  he)  to  endeavour  tojuf- 
^'  tify  a  nation^  which  has  always  been  the  ally 
^*  of  our  own^j  with  whom  we  carry  on  acom^ 
"  merce  that  isjiill  the  objeEl  of  envy  and  the 
^'  vexation  of  our  rivals^'* 

Mouragia  (now  Chevalier  d'Oraffon)  is  pcr- 
feftly  equal  to  the  extenfive  work  he  has  un- 
<lertaken^  which  will  contain  more  know- 
ledge of  Turkey  than  any.  book  which  was 
ever  written;  but  he  will  not  touch  the  liibject 
of  their  decline  and  approaching  fall :  his  ob- 
Je6l  is  to  reprefent  them  in  the  moft  advanta- 
geous light,  and  he  will  not  prove  what  they 
,are,  but  what  they  poffibly  might  have  been : 
he  is  an  Armenian,  and  Turkifh  is  his  mo- 
ther tongue;  he  was  once  literally  a  ians  cu- 
lotte :  his  prpmifing  genius,  when  a  boy,  pro-: 
iCured  him  the  patronage  pf  a  rich  Armenian 
merchant;  intrigue,  talents,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  French  dire6lory,  raifed  him  to  the 
poft  of  Swedifli  minifter  at  Conftantinople. 

Other  authors  bav^  only  lightly  touched  on 
thole  matter*  which  are  the  fubjeft  of  this 
jbpok,  and  which  it  is  my  intention  to  invef- 
,|;igate  pipr?  fully, 


9  4 


■^    * 


/    r 


=s; 


■f" 


Cli AFTER    t 

% 

On  the  Turki/h  Government 

TO  point  out  tbofe  relations  which  a 
country  bears  to  its  neighbours^  or  to 
the  general  interefts  of  fociety,  is  perhaps  no 
yerj^dii^cult  taflc:  the  features  are  ftriking, 
the  moral  and  phyfical  differences  are  eafily 
difcernible,  and  the  iftandard  of  general  po- 
litics is^  perhaps^  accurate  endugh  to  deter- 
mine, with  fufficient  nicety,  the  reflilt  of  iuch 
an  analyfis ;  but  if  we  carry  our  inveftigatioft 
into  thbfe  more  minute  cau&s  which  afibdl  the 
j)rofperity  or  decline  of  a  nation  from  inter- 
nal c^rcumftanceSy  we  ihall  find  the  queftiofi 
more  deep  and  intricate^  the  decifion  more 
vague   and  doubtfiiL     Without  fuch  data, 
however,  it  is  impoflibk  to  build  up  a  moral 
or  polidcal  ipeculatioti  of  any  magnitude  or 
importjEUGtce ;  it  is  impoffible  to  reafon  with 
accuracy  on  the  great,  interefts  of  natioms^  or 
to  foim  grand  and  comprehenfive  plans  em- 
bracing the  general  advantage  of  fbciety.  Nor 
is  it  lefs  true^  that  internal  cauies  are  dways 
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the  moft  immediate  motors  in  national  ele» 
vatipn  or  decay :  as,  on  the  one  hand,  na 
feeble  ftate  was  ever  elevated  to  extraordinary 
eminence  by  the  mere  aid  of  alliances,  how* 
ever  powerfijl ;  fb,  pn  the  other,  fcarcely  aay 
great  nation  ever  periflied  by  means  of  exter- 
nal violence,  unlefs  it  had  Ibmethipg  within 
itfelf  vicious  and  unfbund.  I  fluill^.  therefore, 
in  a  future  chapter,  take  a  view  of  the  Turk- 
ifli  Empire  froin  without,  as  it  ftands  related 
both  to  the  general  fyilem  of  Europe,  and  to 
the  feverai  Ejuropean  powers ;  and  in  the 
,mean  v/hile  I  will  proceed  to  difcufs  its  iii- 
ternal  (ituation. 

From  the  nature  of  man,  from  the  extent 
.of  his  faculties  and  the  variety  of  his  powers, 
it  is  evident  that  he  is  at  the  lame  time  oper 
rated  upon  by  cauies  the  moft  heterogeneous 
and  diffimilar.  With  the  progrefs  of  fbciety 
new  powers  and  new  faculties  are  daily  call- 
ed forth ;  they  continually  modify  each  other, 
and  produce  that  a6lion  and  re-a6tion  which 
Gonftitutes  the  complexity  of  the  vaft  Ibcial 
machine.  To  abftraft  and  gen^alize  thele 
various  motions,  to  reduce  them  to  their  pri- 
mary and  elemental  principles,  is  the  bufinefs 
of  fcience ;  but  it  unfortunately  happens  but 
.  too  often,  that  the  philofbpher,  who  may  with 
much  care  and  obfei-vation  have  made  this 
analysis,  will  build  upon  it  fj^eculations  the 
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moft  unfound  and  irrationaL  The  error  into 
which  thefe  dealers  in  fyftem  frequently  fall 
(an  error  which  has  very  unjuftly  thrQwn  a 
general  odium  upon  all  the  fyftematic  labours 
of  fcience)  is  to  conceive  that  the  divifions 
which  they  have  themlelves  eftabUflied  i^i 
theory  are  ftrongly  marked  in  faft,  or,  in 
other  words,  that  the  different  habits  and 
ciiftoms  of  mankind  are  lels  intimately  in- 
terwoven than  experience  daily  proves  them 
to  be.  When,  therefore,  we  trace  the  diftindl: 
fources  from  which  the  peculiar  charafter 
and  circumftances  of  the  Turkiih  nation  have  ^ 
originated,  we  muft  be  careful  at  the  fame 
time  to  remember, that  the, events  which  have 
flowed  from  thofe  fources  have  been  fo  mix- 
ed and  compounded  together,  and  jaft  at  the 
prefent  day  with  fuch  an  aggregate  force,  as 
to  produce  a  far  greater  efFeft  by  combina- 
tion than  by  their  feparate  power.  So  much 
is  neceflary  to  be  obferved  before  we  begin  to 
delineate  the  peculiar  features  of  Turkifli 
policy:  we  now  proceed  to  the  talk  of  dis- 
crimination. 

The  mocfern  European,  accuftomed  for  the 
moft  part  to  coiifider  all  the  fubjefts  of  one 
empire  as  alike  entitled  to  the  proteding  care 
of  government,  alike  invefted  with  the  po- 
litical rights  of  citizens,  can  with  difficulty 

acconamodate  his  feelings  to  a  ftate  of  man- 
ners 


nerS  refukifng.from  the  dlivifion  of  Ihe  pdhf 
lical  body  into  conquerors  and  conqvtered^ 
©ppreflbrs  and  oppreffdd.  This  19,  however, 
the  diAin&ion  mok  broadly  marked  ia  the 
Turkiih  Empire;  a  diftinftion  fupportedt  by 
every  kiiid  of  prejudice  which  can  influeBce 
Social  manners,  and  confirmed  by  tjhe  inYe4 
terate  habits  of  ages*  To  the  celebrate^  gP-^ 
vernments  of  antiquity  this  exaltation  of  ono 
patrt  of  the  community  upon  the  degradatiort 
ef  the  other  was  by  no  means  unknown; 
we  fee  it  inftanced  in  the  He  Jets  of  Sparta,, 
and  in  the  inititutions  of  many  of  thofe  na*^ 
tions  who  xnoft  loudly  vaunted  of  their  fan^ 
cied  liberty :  happily  lor  modern  ages  it  ha$ 
generally,  in  Europe,  given  place  to  political 
equality  ;  but  Turkey  is  the  refuge  ^i  fada^ 
tical  ignorance,  the  cholcn  feat  where  Ae 
has  unfurled  her  bkKxfy  banner^  and.where^ 
though  torpid  with  age,  Ihe  ftill  gfaQ)$  htr 
irctti  fceptrc.  That  happy  union,  and  equ^ 
lity  of  right  to  the  proteftion  of  laws,  which 
tempers  the  variety  of  individual  interefls  by 
the  general  utility,  is  the  only  bafis  of  focial 
bappinefs.  How  far  the  derelid:ion  of  thefe 
princliples  in  the  Turkifli  government  weak- 
ens the  power  of  the  community,  whilft  it 
perpetuates  the  mifery  of  the  individual,  wilji 
ap|:>ear  trom  a  comparative  view  of  the  dif- 
ferent ieds  in  that  countrv,  and  from  a  fun- 
J       2  ,  vej^ 
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♦«y  of  the  ftatc  of  ite  proviaces.  The  Yuri^ 
^i^^f>erly  ib  ictilleicj,  are  the  followers  of  M:*^ 
}^mct,  fi^lcendfid  frpm  the  Tat^rian  coii^ 
qaemrs  of  the^  beautiful  countries^  who  ber 
ing  n^w  the  adtual  makers  of  the  empire,  and^ 
th$  /9}ily  per£3|QS  who  leem  to  have  a  rea} 
ijjtere«:iiiits.exiftence,  their  fituatioix,  moral 
mid  phyfic^l,  fifft  defnaixJs  our  notice^  Thie 
gre$t,  ciy tline  of  tiieir  ^hara^er^  as  diftin-? 
gM;bSbied  from  thfe  other  inhabitattt?  of  this 
cjKtciifive  err^ir^  is  the  fuperiority  which 
they  claim  on,  the  grotmds  of  conqucft  ZLod 
fdigion^  To  apply  to  a  nation,  barbarous 
as  the  Ttir'ks;^  any  rule  of  rational  policy 
drawn  from  the  law  of  nations,  would,  per- 
haps, be  deemed  abliird ;  but  the  enlightened 
obferver  mviik  ever  remark,  that  the  fancied 
right  of  conqueft  is  nothing  but  the  right  of 
the  fword,  which  is  never  legitimate  but 
iwhen  fen^ioned  by  juftice.  In  the  hiftory 
of  the  world  therfr  hare  been  frequent  in- 
ilancqs  of  mighty  nations,  who,  after  conr- 
quering  their  opponents  by  force  of  arms, 
hav^  received  from  their  captives  the  ibfter 
ycke  of  fcience^  It  was  thus  that,  in  the 
Iroisds  of  Horace : 

-•«  GrsecU  capta  ferimi  viQonua  cepit,  et  artes 
«  IiUulit  agrefti  Latio.*' 

Nor  have  there  been  wanting  examples  of 
t^  iiitrodu^ion  of  arts  by  the  conqueror 

himfelf, 
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liimreif^  who  has  thus  made  amends,  by  ttid 
bleffing  of  civilization^  for  the  havock  which 
he  had  caufed  by  the  fwordi  The  Turks> 
however,  like  barbarians^  invaded  Greece^ 
and  Iwept  before  them  the  mighty  mbnu-»» 
ments  of  ancient  fciehce ;  and ^  like  barba-^ 
rians,  they  hold  their  captives,  to  the  prefent 
day,  under  the  benumbing  yoke  of  ignorance 
and  flavery.  Inftead  of  prortioting  the  mu-*- 
tual  advantage  of  both  nations^  by  an  inter-s^ 
cdurfe  of  knowledge  and  benevolence,  they 
life  the  privilege  of  conqueft  only  to  the  ex«- 
tindion  of  the  common  powers  of  intelleft^ 
A  politic  conqueror,  in  augmenting  the  hap- 
pinefs  of  his  new  fubjeft,  increafes  his  own 
power ;  a  barbarian  invader  weakens  his  own 
refources  by  the  continued  oppreffion  of  his 
captives,  Abderahman  (or  Almanzor)  who, 
in  the  niiddle  of  the  eighth  century,  founded 
a  kingdom  in  Spain  of  the  provinces  which 
►had  been  lubjeft  to  the  kalifs,  promoted  in- 
termarriages between  Chriftians  and  Ma^- 
homedans.  The  Arabs,  who  had  been  as 
great  enemies  to  the  fciences  as  the  Turks, 
now  cultivated  them  with  great  fiiccefs,  and 
had  acquired  a  confiderable  portion  of  know- 
ledge and  politenefs,  while  the  reft  of  Eu- 
rope was  degraded  by  ignorance  and  barba- 
rifin.  But  the  haughty  Turk  is  not  merely 
exalted  above  his  iubje(ft  Greek  as  a  cou- 
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queror ;  he  confiders  himfelf  ftill  more  highly 
elevated  as  the  favorite  of  heaven,  and  the 
greater  part  of  his  ferocity  as  a  tyrant  is 
ow^ing  to  the  arrogant  and  barbarous  dictates 
of  his  religion.     It  is  in  vain  that  the  pane^ 
gyrifts  of  Turkey  would  aflure  us  of  the  fpirit 
of  toleration,  which,  according  to  therti,  the 
dilciple  of  the  fanguinary  Mahomet  cheriflies 
in  his  bofom.     Every  feature  of  the  Turkifh 
charaiSer,  every  circumftance  of  their  public 
and  private  cuftolxis,  c6ntradi6ls  the  affertion. 
Mankind  are-  not  at  the  prefent  day  to  learn^ 
that  the  human  charaSer  is  formed  by  its 
education,  and  that  a  great  and  imix)rtant 
branch  of  that  education  confifts  of  political 
iilftitutions.     Were  there  any  doubt  of  the 
truth  of  this  principle,  the  ftrong  exemplifi- 
cation of  it  afforded  by  Turkey  would  obviate 
every  objeftioa.     There  it  is,  more  than  in 
any^ther  country,  that  the  dogmas  of  the 
legiflator  and  the  prieft  are  continually  pre- 
fented  to  the  mind  of  youth  as  well  as  of  age ; 
that  they  occur  in  every  rank  and  condition 
of  life,  and  a6l  with  a  force  the  more  power- 
fuly  as  they  are  united  in  one  and  the  fanoe 
code.     Such  are  the  obfervations  which  arife 
on  the  firft  view  of  the  Turkifh  charafter  ; 
in  proceeding  to  particularize  its  individual 
features,  we  have  to  contemplate  the  various 
caufcs,  moral  and  phyiical,  >vhich  have  an 
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itifluende^  either  immediate  or  remote,  xtpod 
k^  always  remembenng,  that  thej  are  to  be 
viewed,  not  merelj^  as  fimple  powcre^Hbtrt  as 
a£Ung  with  that  mutual  and  rcciprocat  force 
which  fb  greatly  augments  thek  aggregate 
efied.  The  local  and  material  obje6ls  which 
contribute  to  the  rife  and  fall,  the  importance 
or  weaknefs  of  nations,  are,  climate^Jituatiany 
produHionSj  and  population  %  but  thefe  are  in 
part  or  altogether  fubje6l:  to  thtk  energies  of 
mind,  and  mind  takes  its  peculiar  bent  from 
religious  and  political  infiitutionsy  from  kifio^ 
ricnl  events y  from  arts  zxA  faiences ^  and  from 
thofe  general  manners  which  are  the  reliilt  of 
all  the  other  caufes  combined. 

In  the  following  flcetch  I  fliall  endeavour 
to  develope,  ^rft,  the  moral  caufes,  and  from 
their  action  it  will  not  be  difficult  to  account, 
in  the  fecond  place,  for  the  natural  phae- 
nomena  obfervable  in  the  prefent  ftate  of 
Turkey. 

The  religion  of  the  Turks  is,  perhaps,  the 
predominating  principle,  which,  a-bove  all 
ethers,  ftamps  the  charafter  of  their  mind$ ; 
but  as  its  power  in  this  re(pe£l  is  phiefly 
owing  to  its  .political  authority,  and  as  it  is 
not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a  metaphyfical 
inveftigation  of  a  fjftem  whofe  abiurdity  is 
obvious  to  all  enlightened  Europeans,  I  fliall 
confider  this  part  of  the  fubjeft  as  d^)endant 

on 
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tyn  Ihe  political  inlflitutiohs,  which  Will 
therefore  firft  demand  attention. 

Political  inftitutidn  is  a  ^ring  always  in 
a6tion,  a  motor  viniverfaily  prefent^  forming 
the  chara61:er  of  the  individual ^  and  guiding 
the  operations  of  the  community.  Would 
we  then  caft  our  eyes  over  the  moral  map  of 
Turkey;  would  we  juftly  eftimate  the  inter- 
nal powers  of  that  nation  J  eithef  as  an  ene- 
tny  or  ally,  our  notions  muft  be  regulated  by 
the  degree  of  purity  or  error  obfervable  in 
its  p6litical  ofeconomy^ 

Much  has  been  laid  in  aflertion  and  de-* 
nial  of  the  defp&tijhi  of  the  Turkifli  govern-^ 
ment ;  and  arguments  the  moft  abftrufe  and 
far-fetched  have  been  employed,  rather  to 
tonfound  the  meaning  of  terms^  than  to  efta* 
blifli  the  authenticity  of  fafts.  But  if  by 
defpotifm  bfe  meant. a  power  originating  in 
force,  and  upheld  by  the  fame  means  to  which 
it  owed  its  eftablifliment;  ^  power  Iborn** 
ing  t^e  jurifdiftioa  of  feafon,  and  forbidding 
the  temerity  of  inveftigation)  a  power  calcu* 
lated  to  crufti  the  growing  energies  of  mind, 
iana  amiihilating  the  faculties  of  man j  in  or- 
der to*infure  his  dependence^  the  government 
of  "Turkey  may  be  mofl:  faithfully  chara6le- 
xized  by  that  name^  AH  permanent  power, 
extended  over  a  large  ^communif y,  muft  have 
fornething.  more  than  the  mere  force  of  arms 
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to  rely  on ;  or  riather  tlaat  very  force  xtmik 
depend,  in  the  ultimate  refort,  on  popular 
opinion.  It  is  a  vain  objection,  .therefore, 
that  the  defpotifiaa  pf  the  fultan  cannot  ex- 
tend beyond  the  fuperftition  of  the  people  j 
tha^t  vpry  fupetftition  ferves  it  as  a  bafis,  and 
the  more  firmly  rooted  a^retheir  religious  pre- 
j.udices,  the  more  terrible  is  the  deipotiim 
which  ijDrings  from  them. 

Equally  vain  and  fruitlefs  are  the  contefts 
concerning  the  particular  chara6ter  of  this 
defpotifm.  It  has  been  called  a  military  go- 
venmxent,  from  the  nature  of  itis  origin,  and 
the  means  moft  frequently  employed  in  its 
^di^iniftratiou ;  and  it  has  obtained  the  de«^ 
nomination  of  a  theocracy y  becaufe  its  funda-. 
inental  code  is  the  Koran.  Each  of  thefe 
ilatements  contains  fbmething  that  \%  trvo^ 
ueous;  Ai^ilitary  government  iuppoies  the 
di£h^^es  of  ari  arbitrary  chief,  requiring  im- 
plicit obedi^ce  in  every  inferior,  and  pre- 
icribing  a  c<irtgin  and  inevitable  punifhm^tf 
for  neglefi:  or  tranfgreflipn ;  it  excludes  all 
formality  and  delay,  aud  it  is  enforced  hf. 
military  poyvrcr.  Jn  theocracies,  the  will  of 
the  leader  has  not  (or  at  leaft  pretends  not 
tp  h?ve)  the  f3ire6iipn  p/  the  ftate:  himielf 
an  inftrument  in.th^  hands  <)f  b  foperior  bet 
ing,  he  communicates  to  the  peoplei  at  van 
riops  times  md  9S  P9<:afiQft  reqiiire^,  the'AQm^ 
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teands  ttf  the  Divinity.  The  Turkifh  go^ 
Verfiment  bears  evident  traces  of  both  thefe 
fyftems,  derived  from  the  chara6ler  of  its 
founder;  but  there  are  fome  points  of  diffe- 
teace  which  prove  it  to  hc^fui  generis ^  an  he- 
teroolite  inonfter  among  the  various  fpecies 
of  de^otifm.  In  the  Mahometan  fyftem  of 
pc^y  v^e  lOmy  trace^  three  aeras^  The  firji^ 
which  w^as  of  that  kind  ufually  denominated 
a  t^ocracy^  contii>ued  during  the  life-time  pf 
the  prophet  himfelf,  who,  like  Mofes  and 
|ofliua  among  the  Jews»  appeared  in  the  dou-* 
ble.  chara(9!er  of  a  military  chief  and  an  in^ 
(pired  legiflator^  Thtfectmd  was  Xh%  govem- 
ment  <i(  the  Saracen  kalifsj  his  immediate 
fucceffors :  they  bore  indeed  the  double  fcep* 
tre  of  temporal  and  (piritual  power ;  but  as 
thqy  pretended  to  no  peifbnal  communica- 
tions with  the;  Almighty^  all  the  fandity  of 
their  charafter  confifted  in  being  the  defcen- 
clants  of  the  prophet^  and  the  guardians  and 
ei^ofifiors.  0f  his  law.  The  prefent  Turkifli 
conftitution  forms  the  /i^/VW  gradation :  like , 
the  preceding,  it  has  an  inviolable  code  in 
the  iacred  volfime  of  its  religion ;  like  them 
alfe  ks  reliance  is  on  the  pbwer  of  the  fword, 
and  ^  modes  of  its  adminiftration  are  mili- 
tary  5  biat  it  has  a  great  effential  difference  in 
tbe  f^iar^k)n  of  the  temporal  and  fpiritual 
attthorities.     This   dtvijion  of  power  origi- 
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nated  in  the  political  error  of  the  Ottdmaft 
princes^  who,  eager  only  for  military  glorj^^ 
and  perhaps  wifliing  to  caft  a  Ipecious  veil 
over  their  uforpation^  when  they  finally  fiip- 
prefled  the  kalifat,  did  not  affyme  to  them- 
felves  all  its  ftmftions,  but  refigned  into  the 
nartdsof  the  theological  la\yyers  the  fpirituai 
fupremacy.  No  defpotifm  was  ever  rtiore 
.profoundly  politic  than  that,  which^  wield- 
ing at  once  the  temporal  and  fpirituai  fword. 
Converted  fanaticifm  itlelf  into  an  inftrument 
ef  fbvereignty,  and  united  in  one  perfon  the 
voice  and  the  arm  of  the  Divinity.  But  it 
miift  be  Vemembered,  that  when  the  power 
of  the  kalifs  began  to  decline,  other  princes, 
belides  thole  of  the  race  of  Othman,  ailumed 
an  independent  Ibvereignty ;  and  it  is  proba- 
ble that  moft  of  them,  with  a  Ihow  of  mode- 
ration, which  they  thought  politic,  invefted 
the  priefts  with  the  adminiftration  of  all 
their  fpirituai  affairs.  Such  was  the  origiu 
of  the  authority  given  to  the  ulemaj  or  body 
of  lawyers,  and  their  chief,  the  tmfftij  or  high 
prieft,  to  whom  is  entrufted  the  expofition  of 
the  Mohammedan  law  in  all  its  branches. 
Thefe  men  pofleffing,  like  the  priefts  under 
the  Jewilh  theocracy,  the  oracles  both  of  law 
and  religion,  not  only  unite  in  themfelves  the 
power  of  two  great  corporations^  thofe  of  the 

law 
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few  ahdof  the  church,  but  alfo  (hare  with 
tiic  ibvereign  the  dired  exercife  of  the  Icgif* 
lalive,  e?cccu.tive,  and  judicial  powers.     Pre- 
vious to  the  Ottoman  aera,  there  were  indeed 
myftis;  but  their  power  was  only  of  a  judi-.. 
cial,  not  of  a  political  nature,  exa6lly  relcm- 
bling  that  of  the  ,muftis,  who  are  now  ap* 
pointed  in  the  feyeral  provinces,  and  whole? 
office  is  ibmewhat  iimilar  to  that  of  kadi  orr 
judge ;  for  it  muft  not  be  forgotten,  that  the: 
jivUcia]  and  facerdotal  charafters  are  in  Tur-> 
key  the  lame.     The  chief  engine  of  tbis' 
hierarchy  is  the /etva  of  the  mufti,  a  fort- 
of  manifelto,  which,   like  the  bulls  of  the 
Roman  pontiff,  originating  in  ecclefiaftical 
power,  has  been  applied  to  the  moft  impor* 
tant  political  purpofes. 

The  kalifs,  with  a  view  of  eniuring  the 
prompt  obedieiKe.  of  their  lubje6ls,  wtfre  ac» . 
cuftomed  to  give  to  the  principal  afts  of  their 
government  the  landion  of  religion,  by  af- 
fixing to  their  decrees  (luch  as  thoie  of  war 
and  peace^  the  lacred  leal,  which  aiibred  to 
the  true  believers,  a6l:ing  under  it,  the  honour 
of  fupporting  their  faith,  if  triumphant,  or 
the  palm  of  martyrdom  in  cafe  of  death. 
The  Othman  princes,  in  order  to  obtain  a 
fimilar  end,  \yere  obliged  to  require  the  aid* 
of  the  prielihood,  which  they  had  eftablilhed. 
They  applied,  therefore,  to  the  mufti,  who, 
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by  the  advice  of  the  heads  of  the  ulema^^ 
publifhed  the  iacred  ordinance  called  frtva^ 
which  declares  the  a6l:  of  goverament,  'to 
\vhich  it  is  affixed,  confonant  to  the  Koi^an^ 
and  obligatory  on  all  true  believers.     The 
power  which  the  prieAhood  thus-  acquired^ 
wasatfirA  inconfiderable ;  it  refembkdlthei' 
cnregiftering  of  edi^s  by  the  FreHob  pailia^^ 
ment^  *which  wad  a-  mea([ure  rather  j«i(fieial 
than  iegiflative ;  but  they  dbubtle^  perceive 
ed  in  it.tbrcfeedsL  of  future  greatneis  andaxi- 
thority.>    Sa  kmg  as  the  fceptre  was  &vayed^ 
by  warlike  princes,  the  mufti.was  eafily  inada^ 
to  ipoak  as  theiultan  dire^i)ed,  apoi  the  power* 
of  the  ulecna,  under  their  warlike  iqoiiarchs^ 
was.  fcarcely  perceived.     It.  does>  noti  ^^oear 
that  they  attempted  any  refiibance  ta  the[  witt< 
of  the  fovereign  before  the:  reign  of  Amu-i 
rath  IV.     Th^Lt  priiici^  one  c£  ^e  mofft  fe« 
rocious  thatevor  iatet  on  the  Ottoman  tbione^^r 
irritated, at  the.  oppo&tion.  of  a  mufti,  aiu&dl 
him  to  be  tbrowii.  into  a  huge  ndortarj^  and 
pounded  to  death.    'He  coDceived  \  thk  kindt 
of  punifliipeut  in  order  to  obviate^  by  a  oruei 
irony,  the  privilege,  which  the  ulcma  en-t 
joyed,  that  no  nciember  of  their  body' Qould 
have  his  blood  ihed  as  a  punifiiintent^     Thia 
esjample  fufficiently  provea  how  Iktl^  the 
men  of  the  law  were,  at  th;at  tioie^  abde  ta 
4  oppof^ 
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oppofe  a  fbvereign  whofe  defp6tifm  was  liip- 
ported-  by  the  fcimitar. 

But  upon  the  decline  of  the  military  Ipirit 
»  of  tke  fultans,  that,  which  was  Oiily  a  politi- 
cal ipring  in  the  hands  of  the  fovereign,  has 
become  a  fundamental  laW  of  the  empire, 
creating  and  confirming  a  power,  which,  if 
not  in  actual  oppofition,  is  always  in  balance 
sgainft  Mni.     The  utility  o£^  fuch  a  balance 
of  power  ifi  the  more  enlightened  govern- 
^  ments  has  been  ftreiiuoufly  fupported  on  the^ 
grounds  of  a  liberal  policy ;  but,  whatever  we* 
ihay  think  of  fiich-  arguments,  they  cannot 
apply  tx)  the  ftate  of  Turkey,  where  the  ba- 
lance is  only  a  balance  of  intrigue  and  arti- 
fice, whilft  there  is,  in  both  parties,  a  perfect' 
accordance;  of  defpotilm,   a  mutual  defeat 
both  of  the  means  and  inclination  to  benefit 
the  community.     On  the  part  of  the  fultan, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  he  would,  long  fince, 
have  become  the  mere  creature  and  tool  of 
the  muftl^  but  for  the  power  which  he  has 
referved  to  himfelf,  of  nominating  and  de- 
pofing  the  holder  of  that  dignity^     This  it  is 
which  gives  him  a  couaterpoife  againft  the 
aiufti'](   by  creating    for  him,    among   the 
ulema^  as  many  partilaos  as, there  are  candi- 
dates afpiring  to  the  pontificate.     The  ulema 
on  the  other  hand,  are,  in  their  colledive  ca- 
pacity, jealous  of  preferving  the  influence 
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which  they  have  thus  obtained  in  thie  gp^ 
vernment;  and  that  religion^  which  ferved 
the  fir  ft  fultans  as:  a  mean  of  adxniniftration, 
has.  become  a.  fource  of  tci:ror  and  fubjedioD 
to  their  feeble  fucceffors^  The  fetva  is  now 
fo  indifpenf^blq  a  preliminary  to  any  politi- 
cal aft,,  that  the  fiiltan, .who  fhould  dare  tQ 
omit  it,  would  be  declared  an  i^fidiel  by  a^ 
fetva  iflued  by  the  mufti  motuptoprio\  and 
fuch  a  proceeding  would  be  fufficient  to  ex-» 
citq  againft  hin>  both  the  populace  and  io\-^ 
diery,  and  to  precipitate  him  at  once  from  hi% 
throne,  3o  far  is  this  jealoufy  carried  by  the. 
ulema,  that  they  oppofe,  with  all  their  power^ 
the  fultan's  departure  from  the  capital,  left^ 
at  a  diftance  from  their  manoeuvres,  he; 
ihould  be  able  to  conciliate  the  arwy  to  hia 
interefts,  and  aiTert  his  independence.  Tho 
late  fultan  Muilafa,  anxious  to  be  at  the  head 
of  his  arniy,  was  prevented  from,  taking  the 
field  only  by  the  fear  of  a  revolt,  wjbick  the 
men  of  the  law  could  eafily  have  excited  ii> 
his  abfencc, 

Ajiother  a{^arent  check  on  the  authority 
,of  the  fultan,  is  formed  by  the  great  coun^ 
cilj  cpnfifting  of  the  great  military  officers, 
the  heads  of  the  ulema,  and  the  principarmi-* 
nifters  of  the  empire.  No  important  aft  oF 
government  can  be  undertaken  without  a 
previous  difcuflSpn  \x\  this  aflembly,  at  which  - 
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tiie  grahd  feignior,  or  his  chief  vizir,  pi^:--^ 
fides ;  bvt  every  que^ion  is  decided  by  a  plu^^ 
rality  of  votes.  It  is  unneceflary  to  expatiate 
on  this  body,  as  forming  a  diilin£l  political 
power,  bccaufe,  from  the  naturq  of  its  mem- 
IfCTSy  it  muft  be  fwayed  either  by  the  party  of 
the  fultan^  or  by  that  of  the  priefthood,  and  It, 
therefore,  ferves  rather  to  deteimine  the  re-^ 
lative  power  of  thofe  two  diftin£l  bodies. 

That  much  political  knowledge  cannot  be 
txpe^tM  from^he  minifters  of  flate,  is  evi- 
d^nt  from  the  manner  in  which  they  attain 
I  their  fituations.  Rilii^  from  the  meaneft 
ilations,  they  advance  progreflively  to  the 
hi^hcft  pofts ;  not  by-  means  of  fuperior  ge- 
ftiiis  or  knowledge,  but  by  petty  intrigue,  and 
by  (lattering  thofe  on  whom  they  depend. 
The  vizir  Tufyfl  who  conraianded  in  1 790 
againfl  the  emperor,  was  raifed  by  Gazi 
Haffan  from  a  ftate  of  the  mereft  indigence. 
'He  fold  ioap,  in  a  balket  on  his  head^  in  the 
ftr?ets,  before  be  became  the  fervant  of  Haf* 
fan,  vvho,iafter  employing  him  in  thatraenial 
office,  madtet  him  iiiccefRvely  clerk  in  the 
treaivry  of  the  arfenal,  his  own  agent  at  the 
pdrt^,  ^kapi  kahia)  palha  of  the  Morea,  and, 
Jailly,  grand  vizir, 

Tfecr^  is,  indeed,  a  regular  eftablifhment 
for  eduG^iting  youth  for  the  fcrvice  of  the 
(ultaji  in  ft  fchoql  at   Pera,  called  Ga/ata 

Serai: 
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Serai :  when  they  come  thither,  they  arcf 
placed  in  difierent  claifes,  according  to  their 
ahiUties  »nd  the  line  \s>  which  they  are  <fef^ 
tinedi.    JBuli  this  iniHtution  has  fo  far  dbse-* 
Hecated^  that  few  but  the  fons  of  peHbns^ 
^clanging  ta  the  fera^io  arc  tent  thither, 
where;  their  education  ie  of  fmall'  importance, 
s^s  any  one,  whether  h»  has  pafied' through 
this  college  or  not^x  may  attain  any  office  m 
rfie  feragha  by  means  of  intrigue  ^nd  bribery. 
It  may  be  wbith  while  here:  ^t  notice  a  fln^ 
gular-crror^  which  isi  generally  entettained  in: 
Europe  relalfi\«'ta  the  ter4ny5rr^//o*,  which  i% 
ftipjM^fed  tO' rttejan  the  apartineilts  of  the  wo^ 
men :  it  literally  m^ns^/i^&K^,^  and  is,  these* 
for6,,appliei(£  b^  way  of  eminence  to  the  Vd^ 
range  of  buildings  inhabited  by  the  grahc) 
feignior  and  all^the  officers  and  dependents  of 
his  court.    Here  is  tranfe6:e4  all  the  bufinefa 
of  goven»Tieiie;  the  council  itfelf  is^  calleci 
'  tl^'  dha^'^nd  tho  place  of  public  audience 
the  pwie^  or^  tlie  gate*     Of  the  officers-  of  th^ 
ieraglio  the  wWr  is  chief  (as  being  the  primQ 
niinifter  of  the  fovereign) ;  this  is  alio  a  term 
given  to  him^  by  way  6t  eminence,. as  it  fig* 
nifies  a  oomifelior  in'  ^lieral ;   every  pafha 
of  three  tails  (that  is  of  the  jRrft  clafs)'  is  a 
Viair :  the  paftii  or  vizir  who  refides  at-  the 
porte,  or  with  the  fiiltan,  is  called  the  grand 
vizir,  or  vizir  azem.     Bcfide  the  visir,  all 
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the  Other  great  public  officers  of  the  empir^ 
r;dident  at  Conftantinople,  inhabit  the  ferag«* 
Hot,  or,  at  leaft,  have  their  offices  there  \  all 
the  mihiftersy  pafhas,  &e:c«  without  exception, 
belcmg  to  it,  and  their  pofleffions  revert  at 
^eir  death  to  the  fiiltan,.  their  mafter  and 
their  heir^  of  wlM)m/ they  are  ftiled  the  y7/n7«r 
^kul,  or  kool)  fb  that  their  defcendants  have 
no  advantage  over  thofe  of  the  meaneft  me«- 
chanics,  except  what  they  may  cafually  de-* 
live  from  the  notice  of  the  ibvcreign,  oc 
fit)m  having  been  introduced  by  their  pa*. 
Fcnt&  into  the  fchool  oi  the  feraglio, 
-  From  Ae  preceding  obfervations  it  ap- 
pears, that  the  legiilative  and.  executive  pow- 
ers are,  in  tJie  higher  z&s  of  policy,  divided; 
^astong  joSk^tnt  bodies:  the  executive  a£^ 
of  aaa  inferior  order  are  fiich  as  regard^iw^* 
is«?/  and  mitiiary  operations,  or  matters  of 
general  palke^  The  two  former  of  thefe 
hraiyrhes,  though  of  finail  import  in  the 
iiMdividual  a6b,  are,  each  in  its  aggregate, 
o^  fufficient  importance  to  claim  a  feparate 
confideration ;  to  each  of  them,  therefore,  I 
ihall  devote  a  future  chapter,  and  for  thq 
prefent-  pa^  on  to  a  curlbry  view  of  the  in- 
ternal pojice,.  However  diftinQ:  thf^principk 
oi  the  Turkifh  government,  as  it  at  prefent 
GsUls,  may  appear,  its  forms  of  adminiflra* 
jion,  and  all  it^  internal  police,  are  purely 

military* 
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^nilitary.    This  is  fo  thoroughly  the  cafe, 
that  the  grand  feignior  is  ftill  luppofed  ta 
reigp,  as  formerly,  in  the  midft  of  his  camp  5 
be  even  dates  his  public  a6ls  from  his  imperial 
J^irrupj  and  fimilar  inftances  are  difcovcrable 
in  all  his  other .  formaUties.     The  srovem- 
ment  of  diftant  provinces  is  committed  ta 
pajhas\  their  dignity  is  military,  and  the  whole 
idefpotic  power  of  the  iultan  is  delegated  ta 
thein,     A  flight  view  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
janizaries  will  ^  fhow  of  what  kind  is  the 
dependence  placed  on  thern^  as  well  in  the 
maintenance  of  the  police  as  in  the  exer-^ 
cife  of  war.    /The  force  of  arm&firfl:  iiib- 
jogated  the  countries  which  form  their  em^^. 
pire ;  the  forqe  of  arms  alone'  could  retain^ 
them  in  itibmiiiion ;  aiid  it  is  owing  to  the 
decline  of  the  military  ipirit  of  the  TufkSy 
that  the  memfbers  of  fb  vaft  a  body  are,  at 
the  prefent  day,  io  feeble  and  difimited;— ^Ta 
wield  the  irpn  fceptre  with  efieft  required  a 
warhke  ibvereign   ftained  with  bloody  the 
fcourge  of  his  people,  and  alone  the  idol  and 
the  terror  of  an  obedient  Ibldiery^ 

Such  were  a  long  while  the.chara£bers  of 
the  fultans,  and  of  the  janixaries,  the  feith- 
ftrl  minifters  of  their  defpotifin..  From  the 
^moment  that  the  latter  beheld  4heir  chief  no 
longer  animated  with  a  brave  and  w^Iike 
ipirit,  the  ma^cbine9f  government  was  thrpwn 
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into  difbrder ;  the  moving  power  was  no 
longer  the  ipring  which  fhouW  have  dire^ed, 
and  the  re-a£lion  of  the  exterior  parts  to-» 
ward  the  centre  was  totally  deftroyed.  The 
janizaries,  then,  feized  themfelves  that  pow- 
er which  a  weak  and  cowardly  Ibltan  could 
not  wipld ;  they  depofed  their  monarch,  znA 
placed  upon  the  throne  one  in  whofe  valour 
and  abilities  the]^  had  greater  confidence ; 
but  a  more  refined  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
deipot  annihilated  the  power  of  thefe  pre- 
torian  J)ands,  by  a  fyftem  of  corruption  and 
enervation.  The  mdft  eminent  of  their  lea- 
ders were  taken  off,  either  bv  fecret  fraud  or 
open  accufetion,  and  their  places  iiipplied' 
by  the  meaneft  and  moft  devoted  creatures 
of  the  court*  In  thC' meanwhile  the  corps 
itfelf  was  baftardized  and  rendered  contemp- 
tible by  the  introdu^Hon  of  a  herd  of  the 
vileft  of  the  people;  men  occupied  in  the 
loweft  employments,  and  even  ftained  with 
the  moft  infamous  crimes  *,  who  would  have 
been  formerly  expelled  from  the  fervice  with 
the  greateft  indignation.  The  fultans  have^ 
indeed,  fucceeded  in  extinguilhing  cvtry 
{park  of  that  fire  which  they  dreaded  ;  they 
have  annihilated  all  traces- of  a  niilitary  Spi- 
rit ;  but  they  have,  at  the  fame  time,  para- 
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lyfzad  their  own  haasB^s^  aod  kft  themj^t^i 

without  the  powers  neceSary  for  the  iiopport 

of  a  dcfpotic  govcrmneiit.     Many  of  th* 

fiafliaS)  having  little  to  fear  from  the  ven* 

gcance  of  the  grand  feignior^  proceed  to  the 

'  toaoft  violent  abufes  of  their  authority,  and  not 

wnfrequently  appear  in  opest  rebelHon*     The 

lfcfe6tion  fpreads  from  province  to  province^ 

fifid  little  retnaias,  in  this  vaft  empire,  but 

the  Ihadow  of  an  union  widiout  real  ftabi* 

lity^  and  of  an  obedience  which  mocks  the 

grafp  of  fuf^riority.     In  the  regular  admi^^- 

aiilration  of  governmwit,  however^  the  {mU 

tan  is  poffeffed  of  the  moft  arbitrary  powef 

over  the  lives  of  his  fubjedts,  and  executes 

criminal  juftice,  cither  by  hinifelf  or  his  vi-^ 

eirs,  without  proccfs  or  formality^^ 

In  regm^d  to  property  his  power  is  more 
limited  :  over  that  of  all  his  officers  he  ha!J 
the  fuUeft  right ;  he  is  their,  lawful  heir ;  but 
in  regard  to  that  of  his  other  fubje<fts  he  is 
reftrified  by  the  laws  to  greater  mode  rat  ion* 
It  is,  neverthelcfe^  eafy  to  avoid  fuch  reftriq-* 
tions ;  and  we  fliall,  in  faft^  fee  that  the  in* 
tecurity  of  property  in  Turkey  is  one  very 
powerful  caufe  of  the  ignorance  and  vices 
of  its  inhabitants^  The  fultan  delegates  his 
powef  in  this  rcfpefi  to  the  vizirs  and  pafiias 
in  the  provinces,  and  in  a  lefs  degree,  to, go* 
vernors  a|id  officers  of  difierent  ranks  and  de-^ 

nominatioas# 


TURKISH    tJOVERNMENT.  31 

&Qini9ations«  PreteKts  and  fuppofed  crimen 
are  'diways  to  be  fot«id  to  deftroy  or  to  ruiu 
a  fiibje6t  This  part  of  the  government  is 
therefore  tnjly  defpotic ;  and  when  the  prince 
or  his  reprefentatives .  are  tyrants,  it  is  *;de-^ 
i^KJtifm  in  a  fbrfli  the  moft  cruel  and  infuk-* 
ing  to  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Much  ftrefs  has  been  laid  by  fome  au-^ 
thoFS  on  the  limitatix)n  of  the  fultan's  power 
by  law,  with  refpeft  to  property  of  individu*^ 
ais,  to  prove  that  his  government  is  not 
wholly  defpotic.  The  faft,  however,  js  fimr? 
ply,  that  with  regard  to  fome  kind  of  pro- 
perty, as  houfes  which  are  polleffed  by  in**, 
heritance,  the  fovereigns  have  fometimejs 
thought  it  dangerous  to  violate  the  commoa 
law  openly,  by  depriving  the  owner  of  their 
property  by. force;  in  fiich  cafes,  when  the 
dbje6^  has  been  deiirable,  we  have  feen  them 
takie  a  Ihorter  way,  by  putting  the  owner  to 
death ;  and  againft  this  exercife  of  power  no 
one  obje&s;  and  fometimes  they  have  Sub- 
mitted to  the  law  to  niake  their  reign  po* 
pular«  This  oppoiition  to  the  will  of  the 
fukan,  as  has  been  obierved,  is  not  to  be  vui^^ 
derfiood  of  the  officers  of  the  porte,  for  with 
thefe  no  ceremony  is  oWerved.  The  pafliat 
in  the  provinces  are,  however,  Icfs  delicate 
dum  the  {liltan  in  the  capital. 

Having  examined  the  legislative  and  exe^ 

cutive 


5i      '  trtf APtfek    u 

eutive  branches  of  govemmeritj  it  reitttiiiif 
to  {peak  of  the  judiciaL  This  branch  id 
founded,  like  the  others,  on  religion }  but  a 
diviiion  fuited  to  the  barbarous  nature  of  it^ 
origin  feems  to  obtain  in  ir»  The  offences 
sgainft  the  ftate,  or  fuch  as  affe6t  the  public 
peace,  are  wholly  under  the  jitrifdi6tion  of 
the  fovereign,  and  feem  to  be  excluded  from 
the  judicial  forms;  whilft  the  diipenfatioii 
of  juftice  by  formal  proqe(s  feems  to  be  in* 
tended  only  for  oflFences  and  dii|)utes  of  a 
mpre  private  nature* 

The  excellence  or  defeft  of  a  judicial  fyf* 
tem  depends  upon  the  code  of  law  ;  upon  the 
commentaries  or  precedents  which  are  received 
as  poflefiing  authority;  upon  th6 perfims  ap-* 
pointed  to  adminifter  juftice,  and  upon  their 
mode  of  decifion*.  The  fundamental  law,  civil 
and  political,  is  the  korattj  whofe  relpeft  is 
owing  to  its  divine  origin :  from  this  is  ex* 
trafted  a  civil  code,  called  the  multkay  to 
which  are  added  certain  commentaries  called 

r 

the  dUret^  and  halebi ;  and  befides  thefe  there 
are  various  colle6lions  ^fetvas^  or  fentences> 
of  the  moft  celebrated  muftis,  all  of  which 
together  form,  it  muft  be  confeffed,  a  collec- 
tion of  legal  knowledge  more,  than  fufficient 
for  the  inftruftion  of  the  judges.  But  as 
ihefe  judges  are  not  bound  by  any  preceding 
decrees,  and  have  the  application  of  the  law 
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In  their  own  breaffe,  the  more  intrkatc  it  is 
Srendered  by  the  different  compilations  and 
commentaries,  the  more  arbitrary  is  the  pow- 
er intrufted  to  them.  Were  the  tribunals 
.pure>  and  the  mode  of  trial  equitable j.  this 
laxity  of  interpretation  would  doubtlefs  be 
ail  advantage  to  the  caufe  of  juftice ;  but  the 
cxintrary  is  fo  notorious  in  Turkey^  that  the 
iniquitous  decifions  of  the  judges  are  pro- 
verbial. Peyffonel  complains  of  the  unfair- 
neis  of  Baron  de  Tott  in  citiiig  different  in- 
fiances  of  Turkiih  injuftice,  and  obferves^ 
that  fimiiar  examples  may  be  found  in  the 
hiftory  of  every  country ;  but  it  is  not  necef^ 
iary  iii  Turkey  to  recur  to  paft  &ges^  or  to 
iingle  put  particular  examples ;  it  is  the  pro- 
minent feature  in  the  chara^er  of  th6if  tri- 
bunials,  and  every  day's  experience  confirms 
the  cenfure  of  Tott,  by  repeated  inftances 
ei  comiptiotK 

The  dexterity  of  the  Turkifh  kadis,  or 
jucjge&,  to  decide  in  favour  of  thofe  who  have 
f)ard  themj,  is  often  very  ingenious ;  many 
pleaiaot  ftories  are  told  of  thern^  and  it  is 
generally  a  lubje6t  for  a  kind  of  comedians, 
who  a6t  in  coffee  h6ufes  or  iii  private  houfes, 
but  without  drcfs  or  fcehefy^  one  of  them 
performing  the  part  of  a  kadij  and  two 
others  the  plaintiff  and  difendaht^ 

•An  Ariab  Who  had  hired  out  bis  camel  to 

x>  z  man, 
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a  mvx  |P.  travel:  to  Dan^^ibus^  comphihed  td 
ft  kadi»  ^A  t^.e  road,  that  he  had  overloaded 
his  camel;  the  o£her  brih^d  the  kadi.  ^-^What 
has  h^  loaded  it  with £''  a£ks  the  kadi — ^th^ 
Arab,  anfoers,  "  wiiA^  cahid  (coffee^)  and  md^, 
ime^^  /.  fi-  coff^  6t  cetera  (changing  the^  firil- 
letter  into/s  makes  a  kind  of  glbbepiih  word^ 
V^hich  Signifies  f/  cetera)  ^^fugarandmugars 
pots  md  mots^  Jacks  and  macks^^  &c.  g<?ing 
.  trough  every  article  the  canael  was  loaded 
w:ith ;  ^^  ^  has  loaded  it  twice  as  much  as  he 
^ughf\^  ^'  then^'*  {ays  the  kadi,  ^^  let  him.  load 
th0  i^ahiie  aiid  le^ve  the  mahue,  the  fiigai^ 
a|)4  l?^y^  ^he  mugar,  the  pots  and  leave  tha 
Igf^te^  the  ^Gk;s  and  leave  the  macks,"  and  ^ 
pn  to  t;he'§iid  pl^all  the  articles  euumerat^ ; 
aij^  as  |h^  ppQf  Arab  had  tokl  every  ar-^ 
^ple,  aad  o^ly  added  et  cetera,  acGordiBg 
^  the  Af ah  cuftbni,  without  there  being  any 
&c.  he  took  up  the  fame  loading  he  had 
before.    , 

.  A  Qhriftian  fubje<St  of  the  Turk^  watf 
-ct^rr^l  Wfbre  a  judge  at  Aleppo,  aocui^ 
hy  a;  &|tk^ifof  having  one  . evenir^  in/thc^ 
Ijo^ar^  Qr-jp^a^lset:  place,  knocl^  offihis  greea; 
turban^  a  crime  pvmijfliable '  with  death<-^ 
^^.  :jm4g^  wj»5S.  himfetf  a  Sherif^^thisi 
x:a9%  hav^  in  raofl  plaeea  the  privilege  o§ 
a  judge  of  their  own.)  The  Chriftian.  fenfc 
%5ret;lyi^  bfibe^  hi?^,  and  ixiformed  him^of 
4  ' ;  ^^ 


the  tnith,  which-  was,  that  the  Sherifs  tur- 
©an  was  of  fb  dark  a  green  that  he  took 
it  for  a  dark  blu^,  a  colour  which  a  Chriftian 
in^  of  his  wiore,  and  for  whom  he  had 
taken  hkn  in  the  4ark  of  the  evening,  and 
liad  knocked  o^  his  turban  in  n  joke*  The 
^ceufed  was  broijght  befo^  the  judge,  iind 
the  fviakitiff  came  into  the  judge's  hall  with 
a  great  numtef  of  other  Sherifs.  The  judge 
^ddrefled  them ;  "  Dx>  you  come  h^re  in  fuch 
nHnihn  to  q/k  ju/iice^  or  to  take  it  yourf elves  ; 
go  QUt  all  but  tkofe  ivAo  are  witnejfes^  and  you^ 
'Chrifiioii^''  faid  he^  addrefling  himfelf  to  the 
accpfer  {who  had  been  privately  pointed  out 
to  him)  ^^  go  you  oUt^  I  fiippofe  you  are  a  tvit^ 
mfs  f^r  the  accufed  j,  you  Jkall  be  called  when 
ym  are  want^d^^  The  man  exclaimed,  that 
he  Was  iipt  only  a  Mahomedan,  but  a  Sheriff 
iLod  the  accufer  himfelf!  "What,"  fays  the 
Jvidge^  "you  a/Sherif  and  wear  a  tutbau 
pf  a  colour  that  I  fflyfelf  in  the  day  time  took 
for  that  of  an  ii^fidel;  how  could  the  poor 
iflfi^el  in  the  d^rrk  diftinguifh  it.  Yqu  ought 
to  w^r  the  holy  grafs  green  of  the  prophet^ 
?ind  not  be  afl^aiinf  d  of  it.  .  He  acquitted  the 
Chf iftian,  aa^  ordered  the  plaintiiF  to  be  baf- 
tvnajdoed  for  not  wearing  a  proper  green  tur* 
iftn>  It  wouW,  without  this  turn,  b^ve  been 
4ifllcttl|  t-©  fciayq  appeafed  the  violence  of  the 
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Sherifs  affembled ;  biit  he  was  well  paid  lof 
it,  and  for  money  they  will  run  any  rilks* 

,  If  the  Turkifh  judges  difplay  great  inge- 
nuity in  diftorting  the   rules  of  equity,   it 
muft  be  owned,  that  they  fometimes  ihow 
equal  flciU  in  the  advancement  of  juftice. 
.When  the  famous  Kuperly  was  grand-vizir, 
ah   old  woman   brought   to  an   Armenian, 
money-changer  a.  caiket,  containing  jewels 
of  great  apparent  value,  faid  they  belongjed 
Xo  a  fultana,  and  borrowed  money  on  them, 
depofitlng  the  caiket  after  fhe  had  fealed  it. 
The  money  was  to  be  paid  again  in  a  cer- 
tain time.  The  woman  not  appearing  a  long 
while  after  the  time  was  expired,  he  opened 
the  caiket,  in  the  prefence  of  feveral  refpeft* 
.able  perfbns,  when  the  jewels  were  dilco-* 
,vered  to  be  falfe.     The  Armenian  went  to 
the  vizir  and  related  the  ftory.     The  fiiltana 
liad  not  fent  any  jewels  to  be  pawned.  _  He 
ordered  him  to  remove  from  his  fhop,  in  a 
private  manner,  every  thing  valuable,  and 
on  iiich  a  night  to  let  it  on  fire?  that  ho 
.would  be  near  with  proper  people  to  preverft 
it  fprcading ;  that  then  he  Ihould  conftantly 
fit  before  his  fhop,  and  lament  to  all*  who 
^pafled  his  having  loft  a  caiket  of  jewels  of 
immenfe  value  in  the  fire.     In  a  few  days 
the  old  woman  appeared;^  and  demanded  to 

releafe 
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releafe  her  jewels.  She  was  carried  to  the 
vizir,  who  ihowed  her  her  calket,  and  told 
her  fhe  fhould  be  immediately  put  to  death' 
by  the  moft  terrible  torments,  if  <he  did  not 
confefs  the  whole.  She  difcovered  her  ac- 
complices;  they  were  put  to  death,  and  the 
Armenian  got  back  his  money,  dedufting  the 
vizir's  fliare.  This  fa6t  is  known  at  Con* 
ftantinople. 

The  panegy rifts  of  Turkifli  juri{prudence 
adduce,  in  its  favour  the  cuftom  which  is  cal- 
led burning  the  mat^  by  which  any  individual, 
whether  Mahometan,  Jew,  or  Chriftian,  may 
appeal  to  the  juftice  of  the  grand  feignior 
from  the  oppreffion  or  injuftice  of  his  offi- 
cera,  The  petitioner,  on  thefe  occafions, 
appears  in  the  ftreet,  near  the  mofque  to 
which  the  fultan  is  going,  and  has  on  his 
bead  a  bit  of  burning  mat,  at  the'  fame  time 
bearing  aloft  his  petition,  which  is  lifted  up 
to  the  officer,  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  receive 
and  put  it  into  a  bag.  The  extreme  of  vio- 
lence often  produces  a  remedy  no  lefs  violent 
in  its  nature  ;  it  is  thus  with  the  burning  of 
the  mat,  which  is  never  praftifcd  but  on 
great  occafions,  whein  a  complaint  is  lodged, 
in  a  delperate  manner,  againft  a  vizir,  01' 
other  great  perlbn,  and  the  fultan  is  thereby 
cautioned  to  take  the  fuppliant  under  his 
protedion.   Such  petitioners  have,  generally, 
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a  party  of  malcontents  to  fupport  thei^n ; 
they  adopt  this  mode  to  warn  the  fuitan  oF 
the  danger  of  not  receiving  their  complaints^ 
which,  indeed,  without  fome  fiich  precau^ 
tion,'  feldom  meet  with  any  attention. 

It  appears  from  the  preceding  confidera-* 
tions,  that  the  evils  arifing  from  the  media 
of  government  aflfbrd  little  hope  of  reform-^ 
Such  an  attempt  would  in  vain  be  under- 
taken, even  by  a  fovereign  of  the  gt^ateft 
abilities  and  moft  patriotic  inclinations,  Wens^ 
a  fuitan,  equal  in  military  talents  to  Amu-^ 
rat  the  fourth,  to  fit  on  the  Ottoman  throne^ 
it  might  be  poffible  to  rekindle  that  martial 
genius  in  his  forces,  which  has  been  fo  long 
extinguilhed,  and  to  reduce  to  iubmiflioi> 
thofe  rebellious  paflias,  who  have  be^n  fa 
long  independent.  This  indeed  would  be  an 
herculean  labour;  but  even  this  wduld  be 
rendered  ineffedhaal  by  the  prevalence  of  tho, 
ulema.  A  powerful  priefthood,  in  opj^pfitioA 
to  the  fovereign,  miift,  in  Ihch  a  country  as 
Turkey,  thwart  all  his  views,  and  render  in^ 
efFedual  his  moft  ftrenuouiS  igxertions.  T<^ 
introduce  an  unity  into  the  government,  this 
ambitious  body  Ihould  be  whdily  extirpated  5 
but  fuch  a  ftep  as  this  fcarcely  any  fuitan 
who  has  fat  on  the  throne,  would  have  dared 
to  have  taken ;  how  much  lefe  is  it  to  be  ex^ 
peifted  from  the  daftardly  and  enervated  fove^ 
r^igus  who  now  fpring  from  the  feraglio^ 
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0/r  A^^  l^urklfti  Finances. 

HERE  is  no  matter  of  internal  po* 
licy  which  affords  a  wider  fcope  for 
the  di^^lay  T>f  abilities  than  finance ;  it  is  to 
a  ikilfiil  application  of  its  powers  in  this  re- 
ipeft,  that  the  rife  and  the  continuance  of  a 
great  empire  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed ;  and 
from  a  failure  here  may  be  deduced  mofl  of 
the  evils  which  bring  on  its  decay  and  down- 
fal.  It  would  be  a  narrow  view  of  this  fub- 
Je6l,  which  fhould  regard  only  the  debtor  and 
creditor  fide  of  the  account,  the  pofitive  or  the 
relative  magnitude  of  the  impofls;  it  is  hot 
ib  much  the  Jum  raifed  or  expended,  as  the 
mode  of  its  levy  and  application,  which  is  to  , 
be  regarded  as  the  tefl  0^  political  ability^. 
^he  following  fketch  will,  therefore,  em- 
brace a  view  of  the  different  public  treaiiires, 
together  with  obfervations  on  the  mode  of 
laifing  them,  on  their  application,  and  o» 
their  prefent  fituation. 

The  Turkifli  fyflem  of  finance  may  be  di- 
vided into  two  great  branches,  the  public 
treafiiry  or  miri^  and  the  fultan's  treaiiiry 

D  4  or 
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or  hafniy  each  of  which  has  its  peculiar 
fources  of  revenue,  and  its  particulai'  appro^ 
priation  of  expenditure. 

There  arc,  indeed,  other  treafures  of  con- 
fiderable  magnitude,  which  deferve  the  at- 
tention of  the  politician,  though  not  properly 
included  in  the  fyftem  of  linanee :  thcfe  are 
the  treafures  of  the  ulema  and  thofe  of  the 
mofquesj  fums  taken  from  the  a6live'  and  ef^ 
ficient  capital  of  the  nation,  and  either  wholly 
unemployed,  or  appropriated  to  ufes  which 
cannot  be  fuppofed  to  have  a  very  direft  re-^ 
lation  to  the  neceffities  of  the  ftate. 

The  public  treafure  or  exchequer  of  the 
ftate  firft  demands  our  attention,  as  that  in 
which  are  to  be  expefted  the  moft  methodi-. 
cal  regularity,  the  greateft  fairnefs  in  the  im- 
pofition,  and  judgment  in  the  application  of 
the  taxes.  The  revenues  of  this  treafure  are 
of  two  kinds;  the  fixed  and  the  cafiial,  the 
former  of  which  may  be  divided  into  the 
karach  or  tribute  paid  by  Chriflians,  and  the 
farms  of  the  empire  in  general;  the  latter 
cpnfifl  of  certain  articles,  which  will  bq 
xnentioned  in  the  fiibjoined  detail. 

The  expenditure  embraces  a  variety  of 
objefts, '  viz.  the  expences  of  the  army  and 
navy,  in  war  as  well  as  peace;  the  pay  of  all 
pfficcars,  civil  and  military;  the  ereding  and 
repairing  of  fortifications,  of  public  edificeSji 

high-. 


■  * 

high-roads,  bridges,  &c.  together  with  a  great 
part  of  the  expences  of  the  lultan's  houfehold* 
Vitid  leveral  other  extraordinary  diiburfements^ 
The  following  detail  will  comprife  the 
ordinary  revenue  and  expenditure  of  the  pub-r 
lie  treafury  of  the  Ottoman  empire,  from  the 
moft  authentic  documents,  together  with  a 
view  of  its  debts  and  credits  in  the  year 
1776,  at  the  conclufipn  of  a  rujincrua  way 
\Yith  Rujjia. 

ANNUAL  HEVENUE  af  ths  MIRl. 

This  comprehends  the  different  tributes,  taxes,  and  ctrf^ 
toms,  called  the  karach,  mukata,  bedeli-nouzdul,  avaragi^ 
bane)  gebeluyan,  gebeluyan-eiribak,  gebi-humayun,  havafi^ 
bumayun,  eukaf-bumayun,pifk^s-zair£,meokuf,  tarap-haqe!^ 
^nire,  haremein,  fherifein  hafiqesi,  &c. 

* 

%.   FIXED  REVENUE. 

The  firft  branch  is  the  karach^,  a  capitation  tax,  or  an* 
nital  red^ption  of  the  lives  of  all  thofe  males  above  15 
years  of  age,  who  do  not  profefs  the" Mahometan  religion.*'-* 
|t  is  farmed  in  the  different  difbii^s  as  follows : 


EUROPEAN  CITIES andPASHAUKS, 

Conilantinople  apd  its  environs 

This  karach  wis  augmented  to  this  fum 
in  the  year  1776,  by  the  addition  of 
3(10  putfes  (oV  iSoyOOO  praftres)  of 
which  augmentation  only  100  went  to 
the  public  treafury. 

Adrianople  and  its  environs 
Sophia      «        «        - 
Tatar-bazargik  -  •        - 


Puries  Rumi] 

of 

500    dol- 

iars 

or  piaf- 

tres. 

•^ 

2,916 

« 

' 

i>7So 

320 

25c 

Piaftres* 


1-^ 


h% 
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Salonica         .  .        •  . 

Ufkiup'      X-  .         -  - 

Tet"ba|e  -  -.         -  - 

YenitSier  Kinar  -         - 

Avlonta         -  -         -         . 

Obry       .  .         . 

Delvihe  -  -         _  . 

Elbi^   '       -         -  -     '  -- 

B&nid      1        •         •         -  ^ 

Kifria  .  -  -  -  - 
Ozi  (now  in  the  poffefEon  of  Ruf- 
'     fia  1  catted  Ociakov^  by  thb  Peflfes  ) 


-  ► 


VarjEKL 

Babadabg          -  -          .         ~ 

Paravadi          -  -          ^           - 

Karioabad         •  .         «         . 

Egribozak        -  -          •*         - 

Rufchttk        ^  .           ^         - 

Shumna         --  -  . 

Hexargarad 

Nic?eboli          -  -^          -         - 

Hajrmen           -  ^        .        « 

Viddia             r  -          -»         • 

Iflemic          .  -           -,          . 

V'Aii^e  abad  Hafkioy  -« 

GaUipoU         .  ^        .        ^ 

Orfe         -         ^  -         ,         . 

'Yenebatiti      -  •         -     •        - 

Negroponte^     ^  -         -         - 

Ifdiu         -         -. 

Belgrade          -.►  *          -           - 

Miila.      -         ^  .         .         . 

AlalTotiia        ,  -  .        • 

Tif        .    ,     ^  ^        -           . 

iCiordos       -         -         -,         ;^      * 

AtheRs  (Seit3n,  or  land  of  olives)  - 

Yenike 

^apoli  di  Romania        .    « 


PurfeRusml. 


I 


^  ,t 


rtra. 


280 

sio 

260 

45<5 
270 

350 

25© 

»70 

160 

450i 
250 

9^ 
170 
1 70 
100; 
J  60 
180 

190 

22a 

lyo 

90 

390 

260 

3001 

15Q 

176 

5^40 

70 

210 

500 

96 
]8o 

195 

170 

45 

70 

90 

220 
3125 


Piaftres. 
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PurfesRumi. 


Hatevmls         •         .         .^      . 
Calamata        «        .        . 
Enghily  Kafry        -         - 
Livadia        -^        ^  :i 

Tancara        -  -  - 

JJonige         -         *  -   ~ 

Alexandria        «... 
Bofnia  with  its  dependencies 

(Bender  and  Hot  in  are  not  included) 

Morea  and  its  five  jurifdifUons 
PROVINCES  aiid  cities  of  ana 

.   TOUA* 

Hade  vendlghiar  Sangiaki 

The  provmce  of  Kiatahid     - 

Qimis  dizne  of  EflcUhehir 

Sultan  Ony   ,  -»    . 
KaraHiflar    -      ^ 

The  province  of  Angora       -       - 

The  jurifdiftion  of  TufEa 

ofBoli        -        - 

ofKidin 

of  Viran  Shehir    - 

ofHiflarbny 

of  Akfhe-fhehir  - 

of  Cara^fu 

of  Ghiut  Bazar    - 

Thegovernm^nt  of  Caftemony 

T^e  iurifdi£tion  of  Sinop 

<!^fTyr        .    ,    . 
of  Sultatnony 
of  Ghiufel  Hiflar 
of  AUafliehir 
of  Metnien 

The  government  of  Mentefce 

of  Smyrha  . 

The  jurifdidHbn  of  Akflie  Shehir  - 

ot  Sahri-hiflar 

The  ifland  Kufeh-adafi    '      - 

The  j  urifdiiSlion  of  Ghiul-  hiflar 


ac,oi5 


480 

120) 
130 
160 
190 
180 
90 

75} 

75 
120' 

no 

55] 
Sol 

190 

150 

.50 
70 
90} 
So 
90 

ISO 
320 
120 

I2S 

150 
1.60 


Piaftres. 
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CHAPTER  IT. 


The  jurifdiAioa  of  Hamid, 

.  ofYalli-i^eflri 
«f  $andughi 
The  govermneht  of  Breigha 

of  CaraiE 
of  Telce 
of  Glayc 
oC  Ifengh^mid 
of  Ala         ^ 
of  Sivas 
of  Tokat 
ofNikde  . 
of  Yeniflieny 
of  Yenni  li 
€^  Amafia 
of  Bozaulc 
of  Zurenr 
of  DijTunii: 
of  Dzaiuk 
of  Arabkir 
Tbe  province  ofCaramania 

of  Ahiberjr 
of  Kai£irie    - 
of  Akferai     - 
of  Adana 
ofSiHs 
oflz-il 
ofEkia 
TttpcSj  in  Syria 
Damaicus  (or  Sham  Sherif) 
Aleppo  (Haleb) 
Kelis         ^         ^         -         - 
Agras         •         •         -.         , 
Meras  -   "      - 

Anitab      -         -         -         - 
The  government  of  Malaria 

of  Rica 
of  Abnaed 
'J'bc  goTemraent  oF  Hifni  Manfur 

of  Diarbekir 
of  Muflil 
oi  Etzerun, 


PorfesRutDl.  Piaftrcs 


.  f 


V  . 


"80 

50 
160 

27 
240 
450 
110 

490 
260 
120 
210 

90 
180 

70 
ISO 
120 
800 
320 
200 

2Iof 

I20 

120 

200 

no 

300 
90 
120 
400 
600 
120 
70 
200 
240 
120 

200 
110 

8p 

300 
300 

45^ 
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*rhe  government  pf  Trcbifond 

of  Gelder 
of  Van       - 
of  Karis    '   - 
Bagdat,  Baflbra^  Merdin,  and  en- 
virons       .  - 
The  ifland  of  Tenfedos 
ofMeteline 
Shio  (or  Scio) 
Stanchio 
Candia 

Kubrus  (or  Cyprus) 

Tino 

The  illands  dependent  on  the  capi- 

tan  paflia        -        -        *       * 

Cairo  (or  Meffir)        -        .         * 

Several  other  revenues,  of  ivhicb  is  a 

fej^arate  account       ... 

Total  for  the  Karach  for  Homeiia  1 
and  Anatolia        •        -        -  3 


The  SECOND  BRANCH  of  the  FIXED 

PENENUE  comprizes  the  fol- 
lowing general  TAXES*  or 
FARMS  of  the  Empire. 

Mukata,  (farms  .  regiftcred   in  the 

Bafh-muhaiTebe,  &c.) 
The  Ogialilc  of  Bulgaria  pays 
The  Agalik  of  the  Turkoman! 
The  body  of  Chingani    (Gypfies 

or  Bohemians)  .  -  -  - 
Gcbduyan  lokaf  humayun  render  - 
Emlaki  huma!yun  -  -  D^  - 
tiebeluyan  of  the  Timar  and  Zia- 

met,  pofTefled  by  aged  or  inftrm 

cperfons         -•        -        -         . 

^deli  Nuzul  of  the  Timar   and 

Ziamet  of  Romalia  and  Anatolia 
Avarigi  Hane  (ptr  <fntage  of  m- 


PurfesRumi. 

Piaftrcs. 

30b 
200 
IIO 
150 

500 

45  i 

180. 

380^ 
•      J50 
.  560 

'850 
45 

■ 

180 

1,350 

*       * 

1,455 

• 

39077 
or 

i9»538,50o 

< 

1 

I  • 


520 

450 


A$ 


tKAPtteR  it: 


Parfes  Rami. 


Of  tobacco^    the  mines  of  filver, 

&c.  contributions  of  the  admi- 

niftrators  -  -         - 

Mukata,  mizian  on  iillc,  tnaftiQ,  oil, 

&c.  of  the  country  of  Brufa 
Duty  paid  by  the  dealers  in  fheep 
Salt  pits  or  n^ines  of  H^Har      / 
Fifb)  woodS|  (ic,  of  M^telino  and 
its  ports ;  t^x  pn  weight  at  Con- 
ftantinople  -         >  - 

Paid  for  the  fultan's  kitcheii^    by 
certain  cities^   towns^    ^xbd  vil- 
lages -  -  r 
By  the  company  of  butchers 
t  he  cuftom  ho/^k   of   Confl^ti- 
nople             -             -  - 
•The  duty  op  tobacco 

*K.  B.  This  duty:  is  affigned  19  the  folIowiDg 
aianner; 

S55  purffs  to  the  progtietors  of  the 

Mal'ikane. 
2  31  to  the  mufcu 
2cq  to  ifaie  imperial  mint* 

Rent  of  the  houfes  bdonging  to 
.    thearfenal.  -  -  - 

Duty  on.  toWcco  of  Arabia  and 
ofid         •-  .  - 


^f  which  ia  afllgntd  4^  to  %ht  proprietors 

above     mentiqnad    ^00     to  the   imfcdsi 

,XDint* 

Revenues  of  the  farms  brfonging  to 

Mecca  and  Medina 
Divers  finall  faqiis  deftiped  %  cha#^ 

rity         ■  i  -  *  . 

Annual  F^xed  Revenju^     ^    .- 


i 


Carried  ^rwar<l 


Piaftres. 


a,30o 

790 

780 

1^00 


M'oo 


600 


700 


2,5oo 


751871 


75.871 

Of  37>93S»4ao 
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II.  Unvi^xsi^  Revenue. 

From  the  Muagili  and  Mukata    - 
Duty  on  tobapeo:        -  '      - 
Cafual     c6n£^catioii     and     iniieri- 

tances  -  -  - 

Farms  of  Cairo         -  -         - 

On  tobacco  by  a  new  regulation    - 
The  Zaefe  pa^d.  by  the  vizir  and 

other  minifters  for  their  offices^  - 
Bcfides  what  is  paid  on  the  creating 

of  a   vizir   and    making    o^faer 

minifters.         -  -» 


Purfes  Rumi. 


Pi  aft  res. 


37'93$'So» 


^ — ..Ai» 


89,885 
■    or    44,942,50(4 


Total  of  the  Revenue  of*  the  Empire  or.  public  treaiausf, 
called  the  Mir,iy  441942^500  piaftrcS)  or  about  ^^.4,494^250. 
fterling.  Sir^ce  this  calculation  was  made,  the  exchange 
is  ftill  more  againft  Turkeys  of,  more  properly  Speaking,  thi^' 
Bwney  has  been  much  debafed. 

The  Revenues  of  W^llacjbia.  a,nd  Moldavia  are  not  hu 
duded.  They  weife  to  pay  nothing  €hi»ng  the  three  fitft 
year^  after  thei.peace  with|  Rufta  was  ccmeludM*         - 


JlNNUAh 


4» 


4!!^  t«:APT*Ek  It- 

jmmJL  EXPENDITURE  0/ the' Mitt: 


^Y  of  the  city  guards  or  militia,  of 

Conftantinbple 
Faj    of  the  boftangis  and   of  the 
.    people  belonging  t6  th^  fultan's 

kitchen  -  - 

iPay  of  the  agas  and  officers  of  the 

fultan*s  palace  - 

To  the  harem  t)f  the  old  palace 
To  the  fultan*s  eunuchs        -      '  - 
To  the  aga  of  the  feraglio  of  Ga- 

lata  -  -  -  ^ 

txpences  of  the  kitchen    (purfes 

rumi)         -  -  -  . 

To'the  chief  of  the  butchers 
Expenses  of  the  imperiaTftables 
'Arbitrary  alEgnments  - 

A  donation  to  Mecca  and  Medina 
Pay  of  the  failors  of  the  fleet 
l*rovifion  for  the  fleet 
Expences  of  the  admiralty 
Penfiofls  of  the  faltanas  and  of  the 

depofed  khans  of  the  Crim 
hy  of  the  garrifon  of  Viddin 
Pay  of  all  the  other  fonrefl^s  of  the 

Ottoman  empire 
Pay  of  thofe  of  Bofnia         -    *     - 
For  maintaining  recruits 
£xpences  .of  the  Icflier  department 

.  called  Kuchuk  Kalem  *      > 

* 
Pay  of  thofe  who  guard  die  Da- 
nube        -  -  .  . 
Expences  in  maintaining  the  pofts 

Total  of  the  Expenditures  of  the  Empire,  7 
paid  hy  the  public  treafory  or  miri    ^    -  ^ 


Purfes  Di- 

vani. 


Plaftres. 


22,700 


700 

1,700 
1,800 

8co 

501 

1,800 
600 

9,000 

2,700 

800 

1,800 


1,250 

18,000 

1,970 

472 

1,260 

3521 

1,700 


76,236 

or  36,968,1 33( 


r Revenue        .   X'4»49+»i«o  fterling. 
£%v^l  to  about  ;^.3,6j>6,Si3    I  Expenditure  -         3,696,8*3 
ilerllng«  J 


.Surplus 


/.797>437  fterUfif. 

J \'m^mmm 

AN 


TORfclsfH      FIKANCES. 


49 


,  %  JCCOUNTof  the  DEBTS  and  fHBDm  ef.  t'ht 
MIRI,  in  1776,  after  the  conclufion  of  the  Russian  War. 


It     j»  •  '. 


•  * 


r        ti 

';  \   fhcMIrtow?a> 

l^a  diet '  txeafury « jof  .  JVfccca  and 

Medina  -'    \  .^  2 

T6"theHafrre   -'  ----*-L  • 
To  the  a'r&iul 


•                    • 

Puftres. 

■  t 

• 

Piaftres. 

w 

)    1 

I     I 


To  the  Miri  was'owih'gi 

From  the  tofcaccbcuftdms 
Fmmp  ifeveiral  bratidiwl  oft.AeRe* 
venue  -  -  -  - 

A  balancjf  on  the  Yearly  Payments 
i  to^h^  tfeafUry 

Balance,  being  the  Debt  of  fhe  Miri,  or  7 


I      •»''*'■  i. 


• » f  I  '•>   I . 


»  r  a  •  « 

3,786-,ooo 

6,0pp,Q0Q. 
7,280^480 


45iS5d»c)oo 


53j40o>ooo 


;  *  * 


w      I 


t » 


•    *  >      »  -»  ♦ 


.17,066:^80 

•  ^  *■*  -      -1--  • 


39?.2im^ 


\ 


f       t 


U 


* 


» .'^ 


The  ^a/ne\  or  private  tfealfure  of  the  fuf- 
tan,  next  claims  our  notic(?.;vin,  amount,  in- 
deed, it  is  vaftly  fuperior  to^the  rriiri,  but  it 
CD^triblitQS  little  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftate, 
except  in  times  of  war,  or -other  great  emer- 
gency^  and  even  then  it  is  generally^  niade  a 
(i'rfeditpf  df  ih^^pliHic  trcaTury  tcr the  am6unt 
"dfecSntribtitfon^  -^  ^  •-  >,':^iii 
'^^The  ordiristry ^expenditure  'of  tK'fs  ir&tfaf^ 
^s'thlefly  cdnifiiicd'to  the  fet-a^/fe;-'itWs,ho\T*- 

E  ever. 
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ever,  very  confiderable,  though  ^greatly  di- 
jninifhed  finCe  the  reform  introduced  by  ful* 
tan  Muftafa  the  third. 

Its  extraordinary  expences  have  fbmetimes 
been  inunenfe,  large  fiims  being  oc- 
caiionally  paid  to  iecure  the  fidelity  of  the 
janizaries  in  times  of  popular  conmiotioQ,  ofi^ 
en  the  acceilion  of. a  new  iultan  to  the  throne 
amidift  the  ilruggle  of  contending  fadions  ; 
it  has  alfo,  in  feme  inftances,  contributed 
larger  fums  toward  the  profecution  of  a  war, 
than  thofe  for  which  it  has  been  made  credi« 
tor  by  the  miri. 

The  receipts  may  be  divided  (as  thofe  of 
the  miri)  into  fixed  and  cailial ;  the  former, 
^wever,  are  "very  inconfiderable  in  compa« 
rifbn  with  the  latter. 

The  fixed  revenues  of  the  hafhe  confifteij 
of  the  following  tributes : 

Frcm  Cairo'  600,000  piaftres* . 

Wallachia  230,000 

Moldavia  260,000 

Ragufii  20^00 

1,1 10,000  piaftr^,  or  j^«  1 1 1)000  fterling* 

-  Thefe,  however,  have  either  ceafed  en- 
tirely, or  are  little  to  be  relied  on.  The  Ra- 
gu&u  tribute,  which  is  the  only  one  paid  re* 
^ularly,  conies  of  1 2,000  iib^iiias,  or  ^.6,000 

.fterling 


f^riihgiviff  three  ycarS;  Thofe  of  Molda- 
via  and  WallachkL  are  annihilated  when  there 
is  a  war  with  Ruflia ;  and  Cairo  is  fo  littld 
£ibje6k  to  th^  pdrtc-,  that  inftead  of  redeiving 
^  regular  eoiitributidn  from  thdnce^  large  fums 
arc  frcqtiently  fent  thither  to  corrupt  the  begs^ 
tfhd  toenfnre  their  obediehceto  the  porte,  by. 
fomentitlg  quarrels  ^mongft  them. 
The  daftlal  revenues  of  the  hafhe,  arc 

ift.  'f  he  revcniies  of  thd  thinesi  which  have  lately  ihucb 
<&iniiiiihed. 

id.  The  (ale  ,  (for  they  are  really  fold)  of  all  places  and 
polls^  which  are  alfo  dimintibed)  as  they  do  not 
bring  ih  fo  much  as  they  did^  owing  to  the  'wretch- 
ednefs  of  the  provinces.  The  pafhalik  of  Cairo 
iifed  to  doft.jr.75iQGb  fterlipg^j  that  of  a  cadi 
in  a  gr^t  city  2  to  ^•5060^  and  more. 

3J.  A.  duty,  of  ten  per  cent  on  all  inheritances 

4th.  The  inheritances  of  the  officers  of  the  feraglioi  andl 
the  porte  (or  toipire^}  the  fultan  being  dietr  heir^ 
to  the  total  bcQ|u|iQh  of  their  children  or  relations; 
The  iilema  folely -arp  exempted  from  thi^  law. 

$th.  The  confifcations  of  .all  officers  difgraced  or  put  to 
ileath. 

6A.  The  property  of  thoTe  T^fao  die  widiout  heirs,  inherited 
.     by  the  law  of  cfeheat* 

7th;  Penalties. 

8th.  Prefents  from  great  officers  and  foreign  courtSii 

w 

% 

Nothing  can  be  more  uncertain  tihan  a  guefi . 
(for  a  calculation  is  impoffible)  of  the  amount 

B  a  *  of' 


of  each  of  thefe  branches  of  tibuQ  private  trea-' 
fury;  many  6f  them  are  in  xbfftn£dbv€^  higMy 
fluftiiating,  and  others  arc  itrbjt6{  to  inamenlei 
cmbez^zlemeiktSir ,  •  Thali ;  th€y .  greatly^fmrpriS} 
the  revenues  of  the  miri  canibit  be.  doirhted^ 
fince  it  is  the  principal  occupation  of  eiieiy 
pafha  to  fuck  out  the  v;ery  vitals  of  his  •pro' 
vince  ;  and  thefe  men  have  no  fboner  amafled 
a  great  property,  than  they.are  cut  off  by  the 
fultan  to  enrich  his  treafurv. 
,    Every  fixltan  leaves,  what  is  called  hi^  trea- 
lure  in  the  vaults  of  the  feraglio,  *  and/  every 
lultan  thinks** it  a  duty  to  leave  as  coiifiderable 
a  fiimai  he  can — they  attach  even  a:^  vanity 

to  it  .  , .     " . 

Thfc  perfonal  hereditary  .wealth  of  the  indi- 
viduals of  the  ulema  fornis,  in  the  aggregate,  a 
very  confiderable  fund,  whrcK^in  the  ordinary 
operations  of  governmeut,.  cannot  be  applied 
to  any  ufcs  of  the  ftate.  The  ulema^  aswehavc 
feen,  is  the  only  body  of  men  who  hold  of- 
fices in  the  Turkifli  empire,  wKofe, property 
is  hereditaty  in  their  familie? ;  it  m^y  th^^- 
fore  be  naturally  fuppofed  that  they  will  be- 
come objeds  of  the  fultan's  avaricious  jea- 
loufy :  fuch,  however,  is  their  power,  that 
any  invalion  of  their  treafiire  *  would  ]bc 
attended  with  thcf  greateft  -  danger^ '  The 
.  mere  exiftence  of  fuch  a  treafure  is,  how- 
ever, a  llibjed  of  great  importance,  both  as 
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zffe&mg  the  ordinary  and  exth^aordinary  cir- 
cumftances  qf  the.ftate.  .  .  - ,    . 

Iii'the  former,'  it  lerves  to  luppoft  a  body 
of  men  invefted  with  formidable  power,    in ; 
oppofitioii  to  the  liiltan  ;  but  as  thefe  fame  * 
mfis  rhave  little  connection  of  intbreft  withf 
the  people  at  large,  their  wealth  ieems  to  be; 
taken  from  the.  general  flock  only  to  nourilh* 
an  additional  bpdy  of  tyrants.    :In  the  event" 
of  any  great  convulfion,  it  cannot  be  doubted  - 
that  even  this  treafure  would  be  Sacrificed  to 
the  preferv^ation  of  the  (later ;but  it  feems 
probable  that  this  meafure    would '  not  be  • 
adopted  without '  Ibtne  ftruggle  on  the  part 
of  the  ulema,  whb  .\vill  fcarcely  be  willing  to 
make  fuch  a  facrifipe  xjintil  it  is,  perhaps,  too 
late.  ' '  .5 

The  treafures, '  in  the  mofques  are  very 
confiderable;  they  arife  from  the  revenues 
appropriated  to  them  at  their  foundation,  and 
by  fubfequent  bequefts;  and  as  the  foperfli- 
tiou  of  the  ri<j:h  muffulmans  frequently  leads  * 
them  to  fuch  ads  of  oftentatious  charity,  the 
aggregate  of  thefe  fums  throughput  the  whole 
empire  muft  be  immenfe.  The  whole  of  this . 
property,  being  under  the  feal  of  religion,  can* 
not  be  broken  in  upon  with  impunity.  The 
ordinary  reVfenues  are,  or  ought  to  be,  ex- 
pended in  the  fupport  of  the  mofque,  and  in 
^yorks  of  piety  and  charity ;  but  there  are  be- 

p  ^  ^  fides, 
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fides,  in  fbme  pf  their  vaults,  treasures  which 
would,  be  very  cpiifiderable,  wer(5  it  npt  for 
conflant  malveriktion  on  the  pait  of  the 
guardians.  The  whole  of  thefe  treafores, 
though  flriftly  forbidden  by  law  to  be  ap- 
l^ied  to  any  other  ufes  than  thoie  of  rcli-? 
gion,  may  be  reported  to  when  thp  feat  of  em- 
jpire  itfplf  is  in  imminent  <}anger,  an  event 
in  which  the  i|iterefts  of  the  Mahometan  re- 
ligion are  iuppofed  to  be  involved. 

Such  are  the  fources,  and,  as  nearly  as  Tt 
|:an  be  calculated,  the  amount  of  (he  Turkiih 
revenue  and  expenditure.  The  mode  of  its 
polleftion,  and  the  probable  confequences  of 
its  prefent  fituation,  afford  room  for  obferVar 
tions  of  the  highefl  importance,  which,  in* 
^eed,  are  fufficiently  obvious  to  the  enlight- 
ened European,  but  which  the  ignorant  Turk 
would  with  difficulty  comprehend  or  arror 
gantly  deride. 

The  want  pf  clear  and  accurate  views  on 
^he  fubjedl  of  finance  giv^s  the  court  that  ra- 
pacity, which  fpreads  to  all  the  fubordinate 
officers,  and  tends  to  thie  impoverifhment  of 
the  people  without  augmenting  (but  on  the 
contrary  diminifhing)  the  refburces  of  the  go- 
vernment. It  has  become  a  fixed  fource  of 
revenue  to  fet  to  public  fale  offices  of  every 
denomination ;  nor  is  it  only  to  the  treafury 
that  thcfe  fees 5,  fometi|nes  to  a  very  high 
§  amount, 
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amount,  are  paid  :  in  the  intrigues  erf*  the  fc- 
raglio,  by  which  the  difpdfal  of  all  plaCes  is 
regulated,  every  thing  is  done  by  means  of 
bribes ;  and  if  this  is  attended,  as  we  have 
feen,  with  the  worft  confequences  in  the  dif- 
tribution  of  juftice,  it  is  no  lefs  pernicious  in 
the  department  of  finance. 

Hence  it  is,  that  the  pafhas  fent  into  the 
diflant  provinces  exert  to  the  utmoft  their 
power  of  extortion ;  but  are  always  outdone 
b}'  the  officers  immediately  below  them,  who, 
in  turn,  leave  room  for  the  ingenuity  of  their 
fubordinate  agents;  and  the  circle  is  only 
completed  by  the  power  of  the  defpot,  who, 
from  time  to  time,  fqueezes  into  his  own  cof- 
fers the  ipunge,  with  which  this  herd  of 
plunderers  had  abforbed  the  property  of  the 
people. 

As  the  Mahomedans  themfelves  pay  no 
perfbnal  tax  or  capitation,  and  in  general 
contribute  very  little  to  the  revenues  of  the 
ftate,  the  pafhas  are  obliged  to  find  other  ine- 
thods  of  cxafling  money  from  them ;  but  the 
Chriftians  always  fiifFer  mofl. 

The  mildnefs  of  the  Turkifh  government 
is  argued  from  their  permitting  foreigners 
to  pay  lower  duties  than  their  own  fubje6i:s  ; 
this  circumftance  is,  however,  only  a  proof  of 
their  ignorance  in  matters  of  commerce  j  for 
furely  a  wife  and  poHtip  fovereign  woidd,  by 
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all  means,  eherifh  the  cbmmerciial  fpirit  in 
his  ovyn  fubje<9;s  rather  than  in  llrangers*. 
The  duty  paid  by  foreigners  is  3  per  cent, 
whitft  that  paid  by*  the  natives,  varieis  |u.  dif- 
ferent places  from  5  to  7  and  10  per  gent^ 
Xhe  loweft  is  a  duty  of  5  .per  cent,  paid  at 
Conftantinople  and  Smyrna,  on  fpme  articles 
of  foreign  produce ;  but  in  moft  parts  of  the 
empire  the  l^gal  duty  on  mprcHandize  in  ge- 
neral is  10  per  cent.  Peyffonel,  who  cor-c 
re6ls  Tott  on  this  fubjed,  is  himfelf  fb  far 
from  being  accurate,  that  (contrary  to  his 
aflertion)  the  common  duty  is  called  ajheric^ 
or  the  tenth  (from  the  Arabic  ajhtr.)  But 
the  legal  impofts  are  but  a  fmall  part  of  what 
the  merchant  pays  :  foreigners  indeed  are, 
in  all  countries,  more  liable  to  impofition 
than  the  natives ;  but  that  even  the  latter 
^re  fubjecled  to  heavy  impofitions  is  certain, 
from  thq  inftances  cited  by  Tott,  which  are 
by  no  means  uncommon. 

From  the  total  feparation  of  the  public 
treaiury  and  that  of  the  fultan,  it  reiiilts, 
that  wliilft  the  former  is  in  the  moft  imr 
poverifhed  ftate,  and  unable  to  pay  for  the 
moft  negeffary  expences  of  the  empire,  the 
latter  abounds  with  money,  which  is  laviftied 
on  the  moft  frivolous  objeds.  However  the 
:^)leudor  of  the  Ibvereign  may  be  fuppofed  to 
be  cbuneded  with  the  glory  of  the  ftate,  th^ 

neceffities 
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neceffities  of  the  latter  have  fiirely  a  para^ 
mount  claim ;.  but  in  Turkey  it  is  confidered 
of  more  importance  to  provide  diamonds  for 
the  iultam's  harem,  than  to  conduft  the  moft 
^feful  operations,  military  or  commerciaU  If 
the  prcfent  ftate  of  the  Turkifh .  finances 
feems  incompatible  with  the  permanence  or 
profperity  of  the  ftate,  the  fiityire  pro{pe61  is 
]       ftill  lefs  promifing* 

I  The  debt  of  the  miri,  in  1776,  cannot  be 

!       confidered  as  very  enormous,  if  we  take  into 
I       the  account  how  great  had  been  the  exertion, 
and  how  ruinous  the  expencc,  ofthepreced- 
'       ing  war.     The  fleet,  which  had  fuffered  fb 
greatly  from  the  difafter  at  Tchefme,  wa$ 
alfo  re-eftabliihed  pn  a  more  formidable  foot^ 
I       ing  thaii  it  had  been  previoufly  to  that  evept, 
I       ?nd  the  treafury  feemed  to  have  efFefted  all 
I       its  moft  burdenfbme  operations.     Neverthe- 
lels  the  expenditure  has  fince  increafed,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  miri  can  difcharge 
its  debts  withput  a  donation  from  the  trea- 
fury pf  the  fultan,  a  meafure  which  does  not 
enter  into  the  policy  of  the  fe;raglio.     Here 
then  we  are  to  confider  the  probable  confe^ 
quehces  of  a  deficiency  in  its  treaftiry,  to  a 
I       government   which  knows  nothing  of  the 
financial  provifions  of  modern  politics,  and, 
confequcntly,  will  be  totally  unprepared  for 
Cuch  a  conjundure. 

The 
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The  revenues  of  the  empire  are  diminilh^ 
ing,  and  as  the  extortions  of*  the  pafhas  in- 
creafe,  and  the  means  of  fatisfying  them  de* 
creaie  in  a  degree  alarming  to  the  porte,  op- 
preffive  even  to  the  Mahomedans,  and  fhock-^ 
ingly  diftrefeful  to  the  poor  Chriftian  flibjefts, 
ibme  great  'crifis  cannot  be  very  far  off,  when 
the  fiiltan  oiuft  (hotwithftanding  every  reaw- 
ion  he  may  have  to  the  contrary)  open  the 
treafures  of  the  feraglio,  and,  laft  of  all,  have 
recourfe  to  'the  iacred  depofits  of  the  mofques, 
und  the  riches  of  the  ulema.  What  dilbrder, 
confuiion,  and  alarm,  this  will  occafion,  what 
revolutionary  events  it  may  produce  in  the 
provinces,  from  the  diftrefe  and  confequent 
weaknefs  of  the  porte,  may  be  eafily  fore< 
feen;  univerfal  anarchy  muft  prevail,  and 
every  palha  will  afpire  at  being  an  indepen-^ 
dent  (bvereign.  ' 

That  there  would  be  refburces  in  the  em^ 
pire  no  one  can  doubt ;  but  to  employ,  them 
'  would  require  another  (yftem  of  government 
•»^a  fyftcm  incompatible  with  the  policy,  th.e 
habits,  and  perhaps,  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  Turkilh  government. 

The  revenues  have  lately  been  confiderably 
augmented  by  improvements  in  the  admini-» 
ftration  of  the  different  branches,  and  parti-, 
cularly  the  farms. 

The  deb^fement  of  th?  gurrent  coin  has 

fometimc§ 
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fomef imes  been  reforted  to  by  fovereigns  as  a 
xneafiire  of  finance.  Jn  this  point  of  view  the 
following  obfervations  oh  the  Turkifh  money 
may  not  be  unacceptable ; 

The  alloy  'm.  the  goi,d  coin  is  filver  (not 

copper.)      .   • 

The  auirmachbub  of  Qonftantioopk,  a  gold  coin  of  Mach^ 
jauty    Ofman,    and  Muftafa,  weighs  13  karats,  and 

• '  { ^^^  ^o^\^^T     } ^^^ °*'^^'  ^ ^* '''*'-  "^^"^ 

gold)  is  worth  6f  dollars.    Thef^  pieces  go  for  3I 

dpllars* 
Thofe  zurmahbubs  of  Abdulhamid  and  Selim  are  19  carats 

fine,  and  go  for  3I  dollars. 
Thofe  of  Cairo,  weigh  13  karats,  and  go  in  Turkey  for 

3{  dollars }  they  are  from  17,  iB»  to  19  carats  fine* 
The  fundukli  of  Machmut  and  Muftafa  weigh  iy|  carats, 

afe  ^3  carats  fin?,  and  go  for  5  dollars, 

^ILVEIICOIN. 
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I  pound  of  filver  equals  100  drachms. 

In  the  piaftres  there  are  but  40  drachms  pure  in  the  pound. 

Thofe  of  Abdiilhamtt  34  drachms-^^they  cheat  1  carats  at 

the  mint,  by  which  the  money  is  lefs  than  the  ftandard. 
That  of  fu)^  Se)itnj  the  prffent  reigning  (byereign,  is  fiiU 

T^Offe. 
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CHAPTER    III. 

Of  the  Turkifh  Military  Force. 

THE  ftate  of  the  Turkifli  military  forma 
a  very  interefting  l^ranch  of  enquiry^ 
fiiice  it  is  that  by  which  their  empire  has  rifen, 
and  upon  which  it  feems  to  depend.  In, de- 
veloping the  weaknefs  of  this  diforganized 
mafs*  I  (hall  firft  recur  to  the  caufes  which 
formerly  gave  it  power,  and  which,  having 
cealed  to  operate,  leave  it,  at  the  prelent  day, 
6nly  the  femblance  of  its  ancient  greatnefs. 
From  this  furvey  we  (hall  turn  to  a  delinea- 
tion of  its  prefent  ftate,  and  after  giving  a 
detail  pf  the  land  forces,  (hall  confider  their 
prefent  military  chara6ler,  their  taftics,  and 
laws  of  warfare;  from  the  united,  confidera- 
tion  of  which  will  be  feen,  what  eftiraatroa 
the  Turkifh  armfies  juftly  deferve.  The  navaj 
force  will  merit  a  feparate  attention  ;  apd 
here  we  (hall  notice  tho(e  attempts  at  its 
amelioration,  from  which,  if  efFedual  im- 
provement could  be  at  all  hoped  in  Turkey, 
it  might  have  been,  with  (bme  probability, 
expefled.  Laftly,  1  (hall  notice  the  ftate  of 
the  Turkifh  fortifications,  particularly  of  fhoiq 
which  are,  or  are  fuppofed  to  be,  of  the  laft 
importcince  to  the  defence  of  the  empire. 


TtJRKltSJI.MlLlTARy.    force:.  &!' 

^  h  is  undeniable  that  the  .power  oi  iKd 
Turks  was  once  ibrmidable  to: -their  neigh-' 
hours  not  by.±heirnumbers^only^'  but  by:,  their 
military,  and. civil  inftitutions,':  .fdr.  forpafling^ 
thoft  of  theijrv  oppoiieirts^  who:;  were  .never: 
united  iu  a  tationStiiyftem  ;j  governed  often-by 
courtiers,-pTiefts,,oH  women  j^poffe^rigmo  ra* 
tioiial  fyftelnof  finance,  na great refburces in 
cafes  of  exigency;  no  iyftem/of  war'«Ven  com*- 
paraEbfe:  to  the-liurks,-  a  feudal  government, 
internal  diiTentiohs,  no  wife  or  folid  alliances' 
amongft  each  other ;  ;and  yet  tfaey  all  trem- 
bled at  the  name  of  the  Turks,  who,  with  a 
confidence •;proGufed:'  by*  tfierr::cpnftant  fuc- 
ceffes,  held  the  ChriftiansJ  no  .leis'  in  con- 
tempt  as  vrarriors  -than  they^  didooii  account  _ 
of:  their  religion. :  ProuiJ  and 'Viaiii-glorious, 
conqueft  'Wasito  them  a  pdflicfei^-  a  gfatifica-, 
tion,  and'icven  a  vmean.ofilalyation,'  a  fure 
way  of  immediately  attaining  :a  delicious  pa-* 
rJidife.  Hence  < their  zeal,  forvthe  extenfioh 
oftheir  empire,  or  rather  a. wild  enthuiiafm^ 
even  beyond,  'the  pure  patriotifin.  of  the  he- 
roes of  anti4nity ;  hence  their  profound  re- 
fpeft  for-  the.,  inilitary  profeflion,  and  their 
^ory  even  .irfibeing  bbedieht  and  fubmiflivei 
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to:  difcipline; :  o !  *  ? 
I  iThe  Ottoman) empire  Jwas  governed  by 
great  men  &am  Othman  L  to  Mahomed  IV; 
^  .  .    ,      Th<i 
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The  evreptions,  if  any,  t^crc  always  fo  fkof^i 
that  the  military  genius,  of  the  people  did 
npt  decline,  but  wiEts  like  a  fire  finothered^ 
Bpd  always  broke  out  in  the  next  reign  with 
redoubled  fury.  To  fultan  Amurath  L  is 
owing  the  rife  of  a  permanent  military  amdng^ 
the  Turks ;  he  it  was,  who,  after  extending 
the  ^here  of  his  conquefls  from  the  Helie-^ 
^nt  to  the  Danube,  formed  the  more  po-** 
litic  projed  of  preferving*  his  empire  by  a 
body  of  militia,  accuflomed  to  difcipline  and 
attached  by  peculiar  privileges  to  the  £cx^ 
vice. 

For  this  purpofc  he  took  every  J^t A  4:hild 
of  the  Chrijiians  in  his  power,  above  fifteen 
jears  old,  and  committed  them  to  the  care 
pf  hufbandmen^  for  two  or  three  jears,  to  be 
inured  to  hard  labour,  and  inflru£led  in  tho 
Mahometan  religion.  They  were  then  taught 
the  ufe  of  arms,  and  to  accuflom  them  to 
flaughter  they  were  made  to  pra£life  the  ufe 
of  their  fabres  on  their  prifoners  cm-  crimi^ 
nals.  When  every  movement  of  companion 
was  worn  out,  they  were  inrolied  in  the  body 
oiyenijheriy  L  e.yoii  ajkkarij  (new  troops)  ot- 
janizaries,  and  farmed  the  flower  of  the 
Turkifh  army.  The  inflitution  of  the  janc- 
zaries  gave  at  that  time  a  dccifive  fuperiority 
to  the  Turkifh  arms,  as  they  prdfented  a  fyf^- 
tem  of  difcipline,  and  a  permanency  of  orga- 
nization^ 
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mzatioQ,  till  then  unkiiown  in  Europe.  The& 
haughty  aiid  celebrated  legions  were  long  the 
terror  of  ijurrovrndwig  nations,  and  continued 
to  be  looked  upon  as  formidable  uptil  the 
middle  of  the  feventeenth  <^entury.  At  that 
time  the  TurliUh  power  ceafed  to  aggrandize, 
itfelf;  it  niade  a  pauie^  in  its  cojiiquefts,  a 
pjjfe  pr<q)heticof  that  downfal  toward  which 
ithasiincefb  rapidly  verged,  and  which  feems 
now  to  threaten  a  fpeedy  ajquo^h.  The 
ft^  which  led  to  this  degradation  are  eafily 
difcernible*  The  difcipline  of  this  ferocious 
foUiery  could  only  be  upheld  ty  fovereigas 
equally  fcrociotis ;  no  iboner  did  the  fultaus 
quit  tiiG  fatigues  of  the  camp  for  the  de-. 
baucherics  of  the  harem,  than  the  janizaries, 
difilaining  their  command,  broke  out  into 
ieditioo^  and  dethroned  the  monarch  who 
speared  unworthy  of  empire*  It  was  the 
policy  of  fiiltan  Mahmud,  who  dreaded 
their  military  and  turbulent  fpirit,  to  debale 
tlus  corps;  he  therefore  permitted  the  loweft 
and  mpft  infamous  of  the  people  to  enrc^ 
thooiielves  as  janizaries  ;  hence  their  num* 
ber  has  been  greatly  fwelled,  but  their  eha*- 
rafter  has  b^n  more  than  proportionally 
degraded,  and  many  of  them  are  notoriously 
ftigmatifed  for  cowardice,  theft,  and  the  vileft 
crimes,  whilft  others,  enervated  by  a  city  life, 
aad  the  praftioe  of  the  Joweft  trades,  have 

nothing 
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nothing  military  but  the^-nahie  of  janizarvi 
In  the  abftra6ls  of  their  hiftory  will  be  fccn 
the  attempts  that  we're  made  4:b  cut  them  off 
entirely.  *      "'  '  .     .;     •  "     r 

Peyffon^r  Wakes  a  ponipoifs  eriuhieration 
t>f  the  diftin6llons  which 'take  place  in  the 
army,  and  of-  the  military^  canons  of  ikitaii 
Solimai^' which  deterniinS  il^  regulation  and 
dilcipline*      ---        '   •-     .      1-  • 

•  That  th^*;.Jire  fiich  diftiii6iions  folfews 
from  the 'very  nature  <Jf  Jui  irmy^  as'  the 
fag  Mand^/:>&9/- (right  tvidgiand  left  vAiig) 
the  4)rlas^ '  iu/uis;  and*  fej^mens  (dil^reiit 
names  for  corps)  as  alfo- the  titles^  of  tH6<>^». 
cers,  zsjanizar  aga^  feymen^  bajhi^  koul'kiaia/J^j 
Sec: ;  but  thefe  forms  prove^nothing  with  re- 
gard to  the  minuti^  of  tadics.  It  is! the 
general  charafteriftic  of  the  Turkifh  govern* 
ment  to  be  loaded  with  forms  and  .regu* 
lations,  which  are  of  rro  effethial  fervice ; 
thus  Lthe  canons  of  fu  It  an  Soliman  indeed 
exift,  but  no  one  ftudies  theiri^  and  .to  attempt 
enforcing  them  would  be  abiiird- .        ..:  '  . 

I  Aall  therefore  proceed  to  ftate  tha  fol- 
lowing [  . 


v  f 


CALCULATION  of  the  Turkish  Army,  ' 


li. 


As  far  as  its  utmbft  exteniion  at  prefent 
admits,  from  the  concording  teftimoriy- of  ie-^ 

veral 


« 
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veral  perfbns  who;had  the  maft  intimate  ac- 
quaintance, with  it,  from  an  application  of 
'paany  years,  and  with  meaas  of  accjuiring 
the  beft  information. 

**-       -  '      ■     ' 

INFANTRY. 

I.  Janizaries 

?.  Topgees,  artillery  men ;  according 

ancient  inflfitufions  there  (hould  be 

but  there  never  exifted  more  than 

3.  Guriibaragees,  bombardiers  -  -  2,000 

4.  Boftangees,  guards  of  the  gardens  5  they  now  1 

guard  the  palace     -  ,  -  j  .  ^^>^^® 

5-  Mehtergees,  who  erei^  the  t^ts  and  pjaqe  1      ^  ^^ 
the  camp  -  «  « f '       ' 

6.  Meffirlis,  fent  from  Egypt— infantry  and  cavalry    3,00a 

7.  Soldiers,/rpm  Walachia  and  Moldavia    -     -        ^000* 

8.  Levcntis,  marines ;  few  in  peace,  in  war  at  1     ^  ^^^ 

moft  .         :       -  .        I    Jftooo 

Infantry    -    207,400 


( 
I 


CAVALRY. 

Men. 

J*  Sp6Jiis—pay  regulated         -  -  -      10,000 

2.  Serragis,  for  the  fervicetif  the  infantry  apd 

their  baggage^  enrolled  by  the  paflias  in  the  (      ^ 
provinces.     They  are  a  corps  de  refcrve  in  ' 

great  necei&ties  -  «• 

3*  Zaims  and  timariots,  feudal  troops        »        «  132,000 
4»  Gebegis,.ari|ioui¥rs,  who  guard  the  powder,  '\ 
^rms,  and  npigazines,  occafionally  fervc  as  I 
a  corps  d^  referve  of  cavalry ;  they  fhould  >    13,00^ 
be,  according  to  the  canon^  of  the  empire,  I    .  , 
,    10)000,  they  now  are  fcarcely     .       -    -J 
\.\  — -        '  ■ 

Carried  over    -     161,000 

'    F  5,  Miklagis, 
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CAVALRY. 

maCOw 

Brought  forward    -  x6i,ooa 

5.  Mildsigisy  who  attend  on  the  fpahis     *     ->  6,000 

6.  Segbans,  who  guard  die  baggage  of  the  ca- 1  .  qq-. 

vahy                 -                -                •       3  ^ 

7*  Volunteers^  with  their  horfes,  never  more  thgn  io>ooo 


Cavalry    -    -     ]8i|OOa 

In&ntry    -    -    207,40a 

,    Total    -    388,400 


:Froi^  Aek  Jhould  be  dedu£led, 

1.  The  leventisy  .who  belong  to  the! 

fleet,  jaid  can  only  be  employed  r  S^P^^ 
near  the  coaft  wheire  the  fleet  Is  --^ 

2.  Fortbegarriibnof.Conftantin<^e,l 

^ougfi  (b  many  in  time  of  war,  f  20,000 
m  nqt  always  kept  there     -     -3 

3.  Garrifbns  of  tlie  fortreflles  and  fron*  1 

^ers  in  Europe  and  Afia       -    -  J    ^ 
4«  Thie  bpftangees,  when  the  grand  1         ^^^ 
feignior  does  not  go  into  the  field  3 


182,000 


^i* 


Troops^o  take  the  field    -    2063400 

Themikls^is,  andiuchas  fetve  the  vizir,  the 

bffgleroegs,  and  pa{has,  never  go  into  the 

battle,  and  only  increafe  the  numt>er ;  thefe  f  20,00a 

may  be  computed  nearly  at 


'Total    -    i^,4oa 


^^ 


The  remainder  of  effedive  men  will  dierefore  amount 
only  to  186,400  men. 

As 
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As  It  will  ibon  appear  how  little  the  Turk- 

X.M.  ^       J  f       •  M 

ifli  arms  ^re  ftrengtbcned  by  difcipline^  the 
confideration  of  numbers  becpmes  doubly  im- 
portant, and  iqdced  it  is  upon  them  that  the 
porta  at  prefent  entirely*  relies.  Yet  even 
her^e  its  power  evidently  fails  to  an  alarming 
degree :  it  has  often  found  it  diificplt  to  af- 
iemble  iQOjOpo  men ;  and  in  1774,  with  its 
utmoft  efforts^  it  could  only  bring  into  thfc 

:   field  i4:?,ooo, 

Thefe  numbers  too  are  greatly  leffened  by 
(Jefertion.  In  1773,  the  porte  fent. 60,000 
janizaries  toward  Trebifond,  to  be  embarked 
for  the  Crimea,  where  not  jo,oqo  arrived, 
the  reft  having  diipcrfed  themfelves  on  their 
route.  Befides  thefe  regular  troops,  th? 
Ttirks  were  fcrmerly  affifted  by  numerous 
hordes  of  T^atars,  whofc  modq  of  warfare 
exceeded  even  their  own  in  barbarity  ;  this 
fufjply  is  now  cut  off  by  their  ceflion  of  the 
Tartar  provinces  to  the  emprefs,  fo  that  they 

,,  will  not  in  future  be  able  to  cope  with  Rut 
lia  even  in  the  number  of  their  troops. 

The  laft  reliance  of  the  porte  is  upon  thq 
volunteers ;  -  but  a  few  abfervations  wjill  luf- 
fice  to  ^ew  how  little  confidence  can  be 
pl^ed  in  iuoh  fprce^*  ^  / 

Formerly,  wjien  the  whole  nation  was  in 
ilbine  manner  inflamed  with  the  warlike  ge- 
\km  of  the  janizaries,  when  the  jp^pple  were 

F  2  inflated 
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inflated  by  fucccfs,  and  tei'ery  one  knew  more 
er  lefs  the  tife  of  arms,  'thefe  were  often 
found  ufeful  and  valiant  troops;  but  at  pre- 
fent  they  cbnfiff  chiefly  bf  an  undifciplinai 
rabble,  inftigated  either  by  a  momentary 
*  raihnefs  or  a  defire  of  plunder.  Some  go, 
'becaule  they  arc  afliamed  to  ftay  at  home,  on 
account  of  the  ridicule  of  their  neighbours ; 
Others,  to  fecure  the  privileges  and  pecuniary 
advantage  which  they  derive  from  being  at- 
tached to  a  chamber  (or  company)  of  jaiii- 
zaries ;  another    part    of   thefe    volunteers 

are  robbers,  and  the  outcaft  of  the  Turks, 

•  .  •       ■        " 

who  go  to  plunder  on  their  march,  as  well 
'going  as  coming,  under  th6  fanftion  of  their 


military  profellion. 

The  niollahs  ancj  rtipuhazidi  cry  froni  the 
minarets  of  the  mofques,  in  time  of  war,  that 
•all  good  muliilmans  mutt  go  to  fight  againft 
the  infidels^  with  a  long  enumeration  o/the 
obligations  oil  all  true  believers  to  take  the 
field".  ' 

Herice,  a  vourtsr  man  is  often  feized  with 
la  fit  of  enthufiafm,  (I  have  perfonally  known 
many  fuch  in  Afia)'he  takes  ^  pair  of  richly 
flirriiflied  piftols  (if  he  can  Afford  it,  for  in' 
the  richnefe  of  their  armour  is  their  pride)'  a 
rabre  covered  with  filv^r,  and  a  carabine,  and 
mounts. his  hbrfe  to  conquer  the  infidels,  and 
Jliakp  them  ^become  mufulmahs,  and  to  bring 
•    •  back* 
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bacrk'with  him  yomig  gifk  for-his  harcrti.  If 
he  does  not  repent  and.  tun^  back  before  he 
fees  thef  cafnp^  BOr  wh^n  arrived  at:  the  army, 
h^foonJearas  from  otheh  the  danger  there 
is,)dnd  the  difficixlty  of  vanqtrifliiiig  the  in- 
fidels^ feut  when,  he  has  been  a  witnefe  *of 
it,;  andVfeea.  thJitJthere  are  only  hard  blows 
tVbt  gottfeny^he  generally  fets  fpui^  to  his 
borfo,  and  ridps  off.  Thus  by  whole  troops, 
ia. every  warj  thefe  volunteers  return^  plun- 
dering the  poor  peafants,  and  often  murder- 
kig  them,  particularly  if  they  are  Chriftians, 
lia4)6»able  to  iwear,  when  th6y  return  home, 
hoi*r  -,maliy  iaiidpls^-they  have  killed.  The 
Afiatic  foot  IbldrerS'  defert  in  ^jhe  fame  ftian-^ 
mvs  ^^^^  fey:  thoufarids^  though  they  are  mofb 
6f therh Janisiaries.  ;/*-j  •'-  <     --^ 

?  ;ThierC;  iis,:itvis  >tri^,  W 'ednfidei^ble  diffe- 
rence lA^  the'.foidiery :  the^'T^r-ks  of  Elirope 
are  the  befl:ufi>ldier^  i  buti  fir  ab^e  all,  thofe 
of  Poihia,  Alboki^vCrbatiafatftd  towards  the 
cmperop!i  »f/Qhtiec*;  thfey^ftyfc  '4l^  very  robuft 
and:  warlike  npeepldf  accufttftixed'  from  their 
irifiutcy otor  idrrii^*  ^aad  '•  are  almoft  continually 
%hting )  with/Vohe  lai^pther^ '  ^oi^^  againft  the 
porte, j&i:  phindkahg'on  the  roads.  Thd  etii- 
peror  had  to  do  with  a  much  worfe  enemy 
than.thb  -Rtrffikii^ ;  ahd  /b^fides,  they  had  to 
ifefcnd.theiitiamilife^s  abd  hpm^s^-and  confe- ' 
:  i  73  quently? 


^eiitly  hldan  iiitereft  in  thcAvar^  wHlcb^thd 
Asiatic  troops  have  not*.  >  .  . 

Man^'  authors  have  conten^isd,  tbafi  irk 
poiHble^to  bifpite  the  Turks  aiicwWirixtheit 
ancient  military^  ipiritv  and  td  elevatd  theii? . 
forces  to  their  former  fuperiority;  by  inftrbil* 
ing  them  in  European  t^flitsi  Thd'^  al> 
tempts  which  have  lb  frequently  been  mad^ 
t)y  French  officers  tb»this  purjbofe,  widl&ut 
the  leaft  fiicceis^  are  conviileihfg  pnx)far  againii 
fiich  a  fuppofitibn.  Tte-  odebrated*  JBotihe-> 
valj  wjiiofe  adventures  Wereniattcr-ofcniuch 
notoriety  in  the  beginning  of  this/centuttji^ 
laboured  at  this .  undertakih^^aa  did  the  Ba^' 
ton  de  Tott  finjep  his  ,timje;:.^-et,  notwithK. 
ftanding ;  the  abiUty  ftixd ;  pcrfeverance  of  thc^ 
latter^  all  his  pains  were  rendered  fruitle& 
by  the  uiK:onqu€^ble/l»gofciy  of  theTurki 
themfelves*  .  An.,  attempt  is!  ixcrw  making  on 
a  better  principle  jnot  by  endeavouring  to 
difcipline  the  old  foldiery^  but  hy,raifing  a 
new  corps^'  erf"  which  notice  :fhall  lierea^r 
be  taken«  If  thtf^inftantrcs-? were:  hot/ fbf**' 
ficient  to  flie(w  the  imprajftv^abihty  .of  fiich 
an  attempt,  a  very  flight  view  of  the  real  i 
ftate  of  theif  force  would  fuffice  to  fct.it  in; 
the  cle^reft  point  of  view>;  .11 

Their  force  lies  in  their ,  attaurk,  birtrfoif 
that  they  niufl:  be  prepared  ;.tak£auiitaiyakres^ 

the 
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the  finalieft  liutober  pub  tliem  to  flight. 
The  Ruffisiiis  always  conquer  whea  they 
attack  thdrii,  and  therefore  avoid  being  at- 
tacked, which  is  generally  very  eafy.  At  pre- 
fent  even  the  a^ttacK  of  the  Turks  (terrible  in- 
db6d  a's  if  appears  to  thole  who  lee  it  tlie  firft 
liriie)'ife^iic^  linger  feared'bytheRuflians ;  they 
kiibw  hbW^  f^  receive  it,  arid' thereifoi-e'  do  not 
dread-  it.  H5i&  tne  eihperor  followed  the 
Ruffian*  fyffem,  hfe  Would  hav^  been  equally 
fuccefsful,  in  the  beginning"  of*  tlie  laft  war, 
a5  Kb  x^^as  WH^ii  he  changed  his  plan  of  opq- 
r^ioti.' 

Sefite  tfiaf '  tih'e  T^xirlcs '  relufe'  all'  me- 
libratidft;  til'^y  ^re^ feditioiis  ^nd  mutinous; 
th^ilr  drtiiifes^  are'  incumbered  witti"  inimehfe 
baggage,"  a;fid  tlieir  camp  has  all  the^cpnveni* 
encifes  d/'StoWn,  withfKdps,  &c*  for  fiich  was* 
tlreir  aribient  cuffofn  whien  they  Waiidefed 
with  their  hordes^  When  their  lliddeii  fiiry 
is'abat^;  Whidvis  at  the  leaii^  oMiiite  re- 
fiftarifce,  they  aW  leized^  withra  panic j  and' 
hive  no  rallyirig  as'  formerly.  Fri  proportion 
as' t He  iriarcK'  of*'  tlie  army,  advancing  in  the 
fidd,  was"^  flow,  fo  is\  it  rapid  in'  its  retreat. 
They'  lieavd'  their  baggage,  abaiidbii  every 
tHlhg' to  the  enemy,  and  do  not  eveii  najlup 
th^ir  darirfoiii  The  caValiy  (which  is'  the 
t)illy  j^att'  or  their  army  that  d^ferves  the . 
name  of  troops)' is  as~  much  afraid  of  their 

own  foot  as  of  the  enemy ;  for  ia  a  defeat 

p  4  they 
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they  fire  at  them  to  ^get  their  horfes  to  cf^  > 
cape- quicker.    In  fliort,  it  is  a  mob  aflembled  * 
rather  than  an  army  levied.     None  of  thofe 
numferous '  details  of  a  well-organized  body,  , 
neceffary  to  give  quicknefs,  ftrength,  and  re- 
gularity to  its  aftions,  to  avoid  confufion, 
to  repair  damages,  to  apply  every  part  to  . 
fome  life  ;  nothing,  as  with  us,  the  refolt  of  r 
reafbhihg  and  combination ;   no  .  fyftematic  , 
attack,  defence,  or  retreat.;  no  accident  fore-  , 
fesrr,  dr  provided  for.  •  -. 

"^  To  the{e  reafbns  might  be  added  the  opi-  . 
nion  of  Gazi  Haflan,  the  celebrated  captain-  . 
pafha  (pf  whoni  I  ftiall  have,  occafion  to  fay 
much  hereafter)  who,  after  repeated  endea-  ; 
YOurs  to  improve  the  army,  found  all  ^lis  at-  ^ 
tempts  inefFeftual.     He  faw  it  was  impoffi-  . " 
ble  to  di£;iipline  the  Turkifli  army,  and  gave 
up  all  hdj^es  of  it,  but  propoled  anew  order  . 
of  battle* .    '  '  ... 

He  wouldf  nave  divided  an  army  of  1 00,000 
men  into  ten  different  corps,  which  .were,  to  , 
attack  ^  (eparately,  and  fo.  arranged  that  the  ; 
retreat  .of  the  repuMed  corps  fhould  not  over-  ^ 
whelm  and,  put  in  disorder  thofe  which  had 
n6t  attacked. '  '  He  affirmed,  that  though  the  • 
artillery  of  ah  European  army  would  make  , 
,  great  flaughter*. yet  no  a^^  . 

ten  Turkifh '^tticks,  which  are  furious,^  but 
fh&rt  if  they.^d'o  hot  fucceed^  and  th^attacjc 

.      "  -of 
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of'  iO)Ooo  is  as  dangqrous  as  of  100,000  iii 
one  body,  for  ,the  firft  repulfed,  the  reft,  on ' 
whom  they  fall  -back,  immediately  take  to 
flight.     But  any  one  who  knows  the  Turks  • 
^ould  fee  the  impoflibility  of  leading  on  the 
other  corps   after  a  defeat  xff  the  iirft,   as 
the  Spirit  of  their  army  now  is.     The  old  ja- 
nizaries are  no  more;   beii^des,  the  Chriftiaii 
arniy,   elxcoursged  by  fuccefs,   would  have 
time  to  recover  frotn  any  diforder.     Haflan 
himfelf  was  as  brave  as  a  lion,  but  he  could 
not  infpire  iijito  the  troops  his  own^fpirit.;  he 
tried  nhieteen  years,  and  had  all  the  time  un- 
limited power.     If  he  therefore  performed  ; 
nothing  in  a  reign,  where  he  virtually  was 
(oyereign,  what  is  to  be  expefted  now  or  ; 
hereafter  ?     Centuries  may  pafs  away  before 
aiK)ther  fuch  man  arifes  with  fuch  means. 
.   The  Turkilh  weapons  require  fome  notice. 
The  artillery  which  they  haVe,  and  which  is  > 
chiefly  brafs,  comprehends  many  fine  pieces 
of  cannon;  but  notwithftanding  the  reiterated 
iiiftrudlion  of  fb  many  French  engineers,  they 
are  profoundly  ignorant  of  its  notanagemenf^. 

Their 

*  ■  '  I 

*  In  fpeakiog  of  their  artillery  I  ought  not  to  omit  menr 
tionlng  an  EnglKbman  in  the  fervice  of  the  porte;  his 
name  is  Campbell,  and  he  Is  related  to  a  great  Scorch  - 
family.  When  very  young,  he  came  to  Conftansinople 
(tKe  caufe  of  his  quitting  Scotland  is  iaid  to  be  a  duel)  and, 
without  making  himfelf  known  toany  European,  he  went  ^ 
\.     .      -^  ,  to 
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Their  mufket-barrels  are  miich  cfteemecJ  % 
but  they  are  too  heavy ;  iior  do  they  poflef^ 
any  quality  fuperidr  to  comAibxi  ifoh  barrels^ 
vv^hich  have  been  much  hammered,  and  are 
of  very  fofV  SWedifh  iron.  They  are  thus 
made  t  round  a  rod  of  iron  they  twift  foft  old' 
iroii  wire,  and  forge  if;  then  thfey  bore  out  the 
rod,  part  6f  which  often  femaiiis,  according- 
as  thfe  w^ire  was  thick  of  thin,  aind  the  bore 
large  of  linall. 

The  art  of  tempering  their  Myres  is  hoW 
lofP,  and' all  the  blades  of  great  value  are 
ancient;  however^  their  fsthfe  is  fuperior  to 
any  of  otirs|  in  itb  form  ahd  lightnels*  It  is 
a  great  error  in  all' the  cavalry  in  Europe  to 
have  heavy  fabres;  I  have  often  heard  old 

^  the  porte  and  turned  Turk.  He  advanced  by  flow  de«^ 
grees  till  he  became  general  of  the  bombardiers  (the  place 
which  Bonnevalhadj  and  then  only  he  became  acquainted 
with  his  countrymen,  and  other  Europeans.  He  was  many 
Jears  at  thehe^  of  the  fouhdery  of  ordnance }  and  though 
at  home  he  knew  nothing  of  the  art  of  calling  cannon,  be 
foon  far  furpaifed  Mn  de  T'ott,  over  whom  he  had  great 
adv-anta:g^s^  as'  he  is  a  M^omedan.  He  is  a  good  claflical 
fcholar,  and  fpeaks  the  modern  languages  with  corre£biels« 
He  is  perfedly  a  gentleman^  and  is  univerfally  refpefted  by 
Europeans  for  the  honour,  integrity,  prudence,  and  hu- 
maMty  of  his  chara(?ler.  The  Turks  know  little  how  to 
cffeent  a  man  of  Fo  m'udi  worth  j  for  after  rendering  themoft 
iQiportant  fervices  to. the  pdfte,  he  w^s  treate<>Ayith.  ingra- 
titude, and  now>  being  advanced  in  years,'  is  wholly  ne- 
gl^Sfed*  '  ' 

German 


German*  foldiert  complain  of  it,  and  an  old 
Cbldier  ife"  a  good  judge.  It  feemgr  prepo(*^' 
Serous '  indeed  to  'make  all  the  labres  in  a- 
regiment  of  eqital  WeigHt,  witbouP  regttfdtcy 
tbeftrength  of  the'irHl  to  u(b  ife'^  b'dides.  a^ 

^  *  •  »  ■ 

Juuff  4igm  fabr^  Will   maii©'  a-  d'ee^   ciit' 
thiii  our  heavy  fabres  noW  iii'  ufe-    Ariidng* 
the  Ttrrks,^  eveiy  ^l^ier  cliobfes  his  oWo^ 
iabre,  and  takesi  fuoh'^  a^  ofi^:  a&  lie  can  nik^' 
aage  with  eafe ;   lhu«,  if  he  mifles  hiis  ftrbk^^f 
he  can  re<iover'hfe(gtfet=d,  wiiilft'a  nian  With^ 
a-hfeavy  fabre i^  ltt{K »  THfe'part  gra{|)ed]by •  the'* 
fingti^  in  EiiropeMi'fltWeis  isinuch  to6  thick^i 
and  Weakens  the  hdWl     Mbeh  is-  talked  ih^ 
Europe  of  the  balafice  of  a-  fabre  br  making- 
it  heavy  in  the  hand*';  this  .cannot  be  th6^ 
cafe  in  any  degree,  except  the  knot?  or  p6m-" 
mel  projeft  out'  of  the  hand  towards  the 
elbow,  which  .will  enable  him  to  raife  up' 
the  point  quick  by  the  force  of  the  wriff,' 
after  he  has  givein  a  blow ;   but  the  Weight^ 
of  the  fall  of  the  bloX^  is  dimililfhed  in-both-*^ 
cafes;     Let  any  mdn*  ftrike  a  bloW  with  a'-' 

*  The  fulcrum  is  thp  ib|fe-finger,  and' the  back  part  of 
the  hand  prefies  down  the  pomm^i ;  but  a  man  in  battle 
does  not  keep  his  hand  at  one  height;  he  lifts  up  his  arm, 
aAd'eohfcqoeiTtly  has  the^weight  of  the  handle  of  his  fabre  ' 
td  lift  up,  andtthe  poMrei*  is  in  the  elbow  and  fli6ulder,  not 
in.the  w^ift.ak)ne«f  It  caanct  be  expelled  that  men  in  ' 
adlon,  (wrticularly  new  troops,  will  ufe  their  fabres  in  tbc^- 
febeinamiet  they  do  on  field  days, 

*  {abr« 
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fiibre  heavy  in  the  hand,  and  then  take  oufc 
the  blade,  and  put  on  it  a  light  fmall  handle, 
and  ftr ike  another  blow  with  it,  and  he  will 
find  the  difference.    Let  him  ftrike  with  each 
fifty  blows  as  quick  as  he  can,  and  obferve 
the  difference  of  time,  and  the  fatigue,  and 
he  will  be  convinced.     The  iharpnefs  of  the 
edge  of  the  Turkifh  fabre,  and  the  velocity 
which  the  arm  gives  tp  a  light  weapon,  com-*^ 
penfates  for  the  weight  of  the  iabre.     All 
their  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  fabre  ^ 
Jhr  agesy  with  it  they  conquered  their  eni-, 
pire,  and  it  certainly  delerves  fbme  attention, 
for  cavalry.     The  edge  of  our  fabres  is  never . 
Iharp  enougli,   and  the  angle  of  the  edge 
is  too,  acute.     In  regard  to  its  crookednefs; 
it  has  an  advantage,  as  a  blow  flraight  down 
gives,  a  drawing  cut;  and  it  is  a  good  de-; 
fpnce,   for  the  arm  being  held  out  horizon*  • 
tally  with  the  fabre  upright  in   the  hand, . 
a  fmall  motion  of  the  wrift  turning  the  :edge  - 
to  the  right  or  left,  covers  the  body  by  the  . 
crook  of  the  fabre;  the  fhoulder  of  the  eclge^ 
not  the  edge  itfelf,  forms  the  parry.    Fencing 
With  the  crooked  Iabre  was  formerly  taught 
to  the  janizaries.     The  pu(h  with  the  fabre 
is  alfo  a  good  attack.     If^  however,  the  pulh 
o^xly  is  preferred  for  cavalry^.. the  lighter  an4  ; 
longer  the  fabre  is  the  better^  aitd  the  neirei* 
itis'to  a'fpear  of  lance.     The  blow  lipWiirds  * 
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^Is  efteemed  the  moft  dangerous  by  the  Turks, 
as  it  is  the  jnoft  difficult  to  parry. 

Many  of  their  cavalry  make  ule  of  the  Ipear, 
which,   for  a  clofe  regular  front,   is  perhaps 
the  beft  weapon ;    but  as  the  Turkifli  horfe 
wheel  round  in  fullfpeed,  atid  are  never  m  a^ 
regular  ftraight  line,  perhaps  no  weapon  is  fo 
advantageous   as  their  light  fliarp   crooked 
fabre.     No  body  of  cavalry  that  keeps  to- 
gether, and  makes  its  evolutions  without  being 
broken  '  (that  is  keeping  a  clofe  front  in  a 
line)  can  ,give  a  Ihock  to  the  Turkifh  ca- 
valry;  they  wheel  about  and  retreat  much 
fafter  than  regular  cavalry  can  advance,  and 
this  rtbt  in  a  body,   but  each  man  turns  his 
horfe  round  in  his  place.     Much  might  be 
faid  for  and  againft  their  cavalry;   it  is  fo- 
reign to  my  prefent  purpofe,  and  would  re- 
quire a  long  difle'rtation  to  put  them  and 
our  cavalry  in  a  comparative  view.     Only 
let  it  be  remembered,   that  though  their  in- 
fantry can  neither  be  oppofed  to 'European 
cavalry- or  infantry,  nor  their  cavalry  to  Eu- 
ropean infantry,  yet  their  cavalry  is  gene- 
rally fuperior  to  all  the   cavalry  they   have  . 
been  hitherto  oppofed  to ;  I  mean  the  better 
kind  of  their  cavalry,  which  is  now  not  very 
numerous,  an^  can  make,  no  efFedual  oppo- 
fition  to  an- European  army  of  good  infantry 

with  cannon.' 

.Their 
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Their  beft  Turjcifli  iabres  have  one  grea^ 
defe^fi,  brittknefs;   they  are  apt  ^  to  |[y  lik^ 
^giafs  .by  a  blow  given  injudicioufly,  though 
•,a  perfqu  pfed  to  cut  with  them  w^ill^  withoi>t 
jiny  dftiigqr  of  breaking  a  fabre  ox  turning 
^ts  edge,  cut  through  an  iron  nail  as  thick 
^  a  man's  finger^     Few  accidents  happen  \\x 
coiifeqaence  of  iabres  breaking  among  the 
Turkiih  cavalry,  but  vejy  frequently  amongft 
the  in  fan  try  >   from  ignorance   of  their  ule. 
In  regard  to  this  I   will  cite  a  fa6l   which 
fell  under  my  particular  knowledge.     At  the 
ftorming  of  OczakoWj  a  lieutenant  of  the 
fleet  of  the  Black  Sea^  a  Mr.  Fox,  an  En* 
glifi]iman,  ferved  as  a  volunteer,  and  march^ 
ing  at  the  he^d  of  a  column  of  200  Ruilian 
grenadiers,  was  opposed  by  a  body  of  Turks: 
he  was  a  man  of  prodigious  bodily  ftrength 
and  great  courage;  he  fought  at  the  head 
of  the   column  in  the  front  rank>  with  a 
Turkiih  fabre ;  it  was  foon  broken ;  the  fpl- 
diers  fupplied  him  with  others  which  they 
picked  Tip  from  the  ground,  but  from  hia 
wantoflkill,  he  broke  thele  alio,  .till  the 
enemy  retreated*     He .  killed  a  number  of 
Turks,  and  efcaped  without  a  wound,  defend- 
ing himfelf  with  the  remainder  of  one  fabre 
till  he  was  fupplied  with  anot^r.     None  of 
thefe  Turks  had  the  leaft  notion  of  parrying 
the  blows.     This  Mr,  Fox  was  a  voiunteer 
*4  afterwards 
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afterwards  at  the  ftorming  of  JfmaiL  where 
Jie  was  killed.  He  is  remembered  in  the 
Ruffian  army  to  this  day  as  a  great  hero.  As 
ibldiers^ even  the  beft  taught  to  ufe  the  crooke4 
fabre,  are  not  always  fb  calm  in  aftion  as  to 
make  the  beft  .ufe  of  it,  a  blade  tempered  iu 
the  manner  of  the  beft  blades  in  Europe  is 
preferable,  provided  the  edge  htperfe^lyjharp^ 
and  the  angle  of  it  not  too  acute}  and  as  to  the 
crooked  form,  it  alfo  requires  coolne{s  and 
knowledge  to  ufe  it,  for  if  the  part  which 
bends  moft  forward  and  the  point  do  not  de- 
fcend  in  a  ftraight  line  (i.  e.  if  the  edge  aijd 
the  back  do  not  defcend  in  the  fame  line)  the 
point  will  turn  the  fabre  fideways  by  its  weight;, 
as  foon  as  the  crooked  part  ft r ikes,  and  pre- 
vent its  cutting ;  for  this  reafon  a  ftraighter 
blade,  in  an  ignoiant  or  timid  hand,  is  pre- 
ferable ;  but  a  light  blade  and  thin  hilt  is  ab-» 
Iblutely  neceffary  for  the  fafety  of  the  foldier. 
It  may  be  remembered  that  the  Romans, 
with  their  ihort  fwords,  had  a  great  advantage 
over  the  Gauls,  whofe  long  he^ivy  fworda 
foon  tired  them.  A  Turk,  with  his  light 
ihort  fal^re  proportioned  to  his  ftrength  (for 
they  are  not  long  taking  the  chord  of  the 
fegment)  wEl  not  tire  Ip  foon  as  an  European 
with  his  long  heavy  iabre.  I  fpeak,  of  ca- 
valry, for  the  fabre,  after  the  invention  of  the 
bayonet,  is  a  bad  weapon  forinfantrv. 

Their 
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Their  laws  of  war  are  thole  jof  fhe  moil 
ferocious  barbarians :  believing,  from  the  pre- 
judices of  their  religion,  that  they  have  a 
right  to  carry  fire  and  fword  at  pleafure 
among  the  infidels,  they  arc  checked  in  tHeir 
bloody  career  by  no  ideas  of  mercy*  •  They 
have  a  right,  as  they  imagine,  to  put  to  death 
all  th^ir  prifoiiers,  of  whatever  age  or  lex*, 
whether  they  throw  down  their  arms,  capitu- 
late, or  by  whatever  method  they  are  taken, 
and  this  right  extends,  not  only  to  the  mo- 
ment of  capture,  but  for  ever  afterward, 
imlefs  the  captive  embrace  the.  Mahometan 
religion.  The  heads  of  the  encmy*s  fubjefts 
are  valued  by  the  government  at  a  certain 
price,  and  for  every  one^that  is  brought  in 
five  lequins  are  paid  out  of  the  treafury.  This 
is  frequently  a  Iburce  of  the  greatelV crimes, 
as  it  is  impoffible,  to  diftinguilh  the  head  of 
an  enemy  from  that  of  a  wretched  pealant 
or  unfortunate  traveller,  who  has  been  at- 
faflinated  for  the  lake  of  the  reward.  It  is' 
the  comnion  cuftom  after  an  aftion,  when 
the  errand  vizir  returns  to  his  tent,  for  the  - 
fbldiers  to  line  the  path  with  heads  which 
hav«  been  thus  chopped  ofF. 

The  barbarous  law  of  Turkifh  warfare,^ 

which  condemns  all  their  prifoners  to  death, 

iis  not  indeed  always  pra6tifed ;  but  it  is  not 

humanity  that  prevents  it;   avaripe  or  brutal 

-  delire 
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defife  are  the  caAiles  of  prolonging  to  the 
Xlave  a  miferable  <  cxiftence.  At  other  times 
the  feropious  conqueror  butchers  in  coldt 
Uood  his  .captive/ or  dragisf  him  aloiig  loaded 
with  injury  .and  infult*  Such  is  the  faithful 
pidure  drawn  by  Count  Ferrieres  and  others; 
iaf  the  treatment,  of  the  Auftrian  prifonbra 
^many  of  didm  o£Scers  of  diftindicm)  in  their 
way  to  Conftantinople.  Thofe  who  fell  fick 
on  the  road,  or  appeared  incapable  of  being 
converted  to,  the  pucpofes  of  labour,  were  cru«% 
^y  mangled  by  the  common,  wagganers^  who 
(^hopped .  off  the  heads  of  ibme,  arid  maimed 
f>th6rs  froin  the  impulife  of  mere  barbarity ; 
and  the  proceeding  of  the  common  waggoners 
wa§  l0wful^  and  conformable  to  cuftom. 

The  »aval  force  of  the  Turks,  is  by  no 
tacans  confiderable. ;  Their  grand  fitet  con- 
fift<[d  of  not  more  than  .17  or  1 8.  j^  of  thjj  lino 
in  the  laft  war,  and  thpfe  .not  in  very  good 
conditioii ;  a^t  prefent  fehpir  nvimber  is  ieflen^ 
Their  galHes  are ,  now,  of  no  ufe  as  ihips  of 
ivar;  but  there  are  about  twenty  larger  veflels 
called  ,^^3(r^^//«r,^  which  belong  to  merchants^ 
and  in  tinae  of  y/ar  are  frequently  taken  into 
the  fcrvice  of  the  porte,  and  carry  forty  guns. 
Jhefe  were  the  veflels,  of  which  fe veral  were 
loft,  during  the  laft  war,  in  the  Liman,  and 
between  Kilburon  and  Ochakof.  Their  (hips 
in  general  are  roomy ,.  and  larger,  for  thenum- 
>  G  ber 


I»ho£g\!ins^tkdQ.<^uia     laregGitcf  t6 
Ihit  bhd  iimfaoais  being  tut  ^nr  aiuMbr^thd^ 

pocfimti  wkidv  tfae]fi  faiobLtli^iii  wiliit  tbdkr 
dodbt  .cnrvai  «p(.  £;>  tbat  wbcod^e  tairob  todb 
f^£b^  Ai  /iceffisk  btetrnto^Aodi^xt:^ .  Such  fl&fi^ 
lib  nhfe  lafii  feagf  and  so^^  fiibjeA:  te  life  kai^B^ 

kta*  C9u]kii^Qiw>  Md^  kakfid  b^ttetftSi  lA  b«ir 

sttributeii^ittti^th^  bad-  pwlkiftg^  aimI  wIum 

tmople^  b«  oiiiibted.  ali  the  dufrtam^  o£  t^f 
ftjps  of  waif  to  kttttid  in  pedki  tfi&'catAxng 
•£  di^r  6W»  fliipg  ail  the  tita^  dti  pMh«f 

fitdo^  by-bis  fliip,  weat  hmt^m  M  &i6  bifiifii» 
Bor  ab0^«'^l|uart6r  oiPsl  mUti  ^«  Thi^eii|N 
toih  ^dlit  bi^t)etied  to  gi^hinir^ld.tfife'A^ 
&ta^  to&erthe  workf  e^lomihed  the  ea^Utn^ 

tru^  Visits  obii^tebe' told  hibA }  Mfe^fitdomi 

i«i  sufiba}!  cai-pet,  ibht  eiii^iiMihlbi^bisMiM^ 

det^buis,  aii^  another  fed  eall  th&  taj^ifk^  ;  as 
&Mi^  the  ^mfcH-cutiater  ma£i  caihe  neair  bim# 

be  ttk)k  up^  his  blundferbH&  and.  iftdt  bkn^  dSail 

m^iS)Utipeakiiig  a  woMt^bim..  ^  Take  mi 

**  bury 
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«^  bury  hM\  kc  fidw^i  '^and  let  ^  tthtg 
^  «»ptiiitis  fltteaid  htinr  to  the  glairo^  and  tho 
<^  «iniik)ftg^^  b*i  f4t><»nded  tifll  thqr  iretofn.'* 

Th«  ffayo*  of  lliiMr  (hipcr  bottoms  is  coh« 
Sdemii  jby  ^  tho^  wl)i(9'  i»re  jtidgea  {{lath  m 

i9»hi^  ^Mii0Aa  I  h$ivp  heard)  M  the  mc^por^ 
ftdl  It  i$r  c«rtaitt  t]»fty  are  yi^^  fail  £iiIors^ 
lltfl  Ihoff  Uff4r  \^Hi»^«4e  mety^  btferiqr  to  the 
iMps  of  other  aftt«9fl4.  J^  h'fpn  the.  fake  oi^ 
^^»f^^  ^nd  t^  iDipr^Vfemeot  of  their  upper 
wm^^ji^l^  tbe(jr'lMMe' Ibmetha^s  c^ploDred 
French  i)u{hlMH)^9^  .1  ^n^^pfpaisAoA  with 
V(ju^  1^-Ba]^,  whot  b\ult  thcmb  SmuH  fk^e  at 
|3QfvftMl:i«i9pl^  L'  he  affiirod  cbfi^^  tilbkt  ke  took 
91.  madek^  ibff  l^e  kottoma^  TurkaAi  vefiBs^ 

Thiiykttild  th^kihipattMctelme^StiaiKJ]^ 
Sinope^J^r  tt  Conflmitinopie.  Thofe  at  Si» 
mt»QfA  ^ihip  a£  flftof  line)  only  J[.igf^ooo^ 
Vrithout  their  giitis\atid  r^gin^  <  Their  guns 
W»ilmu^'c£  bxaofi.  It  tppeum  there£bre  diat 
Att^ttdka  ncii^««fiy  kavr^ip^  ^the  beft 
QDneftnidbii  ;^  hat  they  have'  ni^  nupfery  for 
ittiiieB^  T&e<^retks  i:tfvtgate  fheir  vc^eH 
iBgeAeT'oi^thr  a  ftw  Multeie  and  ether  flafvesv 
Md  tfaeii  an'>0d»y«kiiwrou8^  for  on  the^Snalleft 
viriden*  tke  capHMH  hangs  them.  The 
Turks  fight  the  guns,  and  fome  of  tbe  kfwell 
^iddk  zd^ki  geftiklg  tip^  the  anckoi-s,  pulling 
Hfcdwemi  gi{:ai«f)iei  $bc.  The^,  koH^ver,  ro«^ 

9  2  and 
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and  mafiagft- their  narrow  (harp  boats  in  thtf 
channel  of  Conflantinople  better  than  any 
bther  people.  They  get  their  befi  failbri^ 
frona  the  coaft  of;  Bkribary,  but  not  in  great 
numbers;  thofe  employed  in  the  trade  of 
the  Black  Sea^  and  who  belong  to  the 
eoaft  of'  Anatolia,  are  wretchedly  bad  j  they 
navigate  veflels  of  the-  worft  conftru6liott 
poffrbie,  which  can  never  fail  but  before  the 
wind  ;  wheii  the  wind-changfcs  they^run  into 
port ;  this  15  the  rcaibn  fb  many  mercantile 
veifels  are  k>ft  in  fKe  E^xine,  and  not  front 
the  dangerciis  navigation  of  that  fea. 

The  famous  captain  pafHa  (before  men- 
tioned) collefted  all  the  good:failors  he  covAd 
engage  from  Barbary,  the  Adriatic  gulph, 
Idiea  (famous  for  a  faft  failing  kind  oiF  cut-* 
ters)  and  other  parts,  but  fbll  his  fleet  #ai 
badly  manned,  and  without  the  Greeks  nevAr 
could  have  put  to  fea  in  1 778., 

.  As  the  eftablifhment  of.  the  nsLYj  has  been 
inoflly  t^ken  from  the  Chriftians,  land  has  net 
the  authority  of  their  ancient  inflitutiims  to 
plead  for  its  abules,  there  would  be  .a  great 
poiTibility  of  ite  improvement,  were  it  not 
for  that  habitual  indolence  which  leads  :tke 
Turk  quickly  to  .abamdon  any  arduous  un- 


Kfever  was  there  fb  great  kfrofyc€t  of  im- 
provecti^  in  the  TurkMh  marine,  as  that  9f*^ 

forded 
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by  the  exertions  of  the  celebrated 
Haflahy  captain  paiha  or  high  admiral,  who 
ivas  promoted  to  thiit  important  office  for  his 
military  talents,  and  the  bravery  which  he  , 
difplayed  at  Cbefme;     He  employed  all  thci 

*  influence  which  his^  official  and  perfonal  chfc-' 
rafter  both  gave  bim^  and  >yhich,  under  fultkfi 
Abdul  HamidV  was  almoft  unhmited,  to  in-i 

trod\Ko  various  reforms  into  the  Tiirtafh  navy, 

*  and^  had  he  been  properly  (ecoiided,  Would 
have  <:ertainly  railed  it  to  confiderable  impor- 
tance,, though  not  t&  an  equality  with  thi 

Ecflian  fleet  now  in  the  Black  Sea.  • 

>    • 

i' I  cannot  ,fivoid"mikiAg  a  fliort  digreffioii  ^ 
relsitive  to  JKhn;-  The  niime  of  Haflan 
feftihg  very  commbfi '  anAoiig  the  Turks, 
4he:re  have  bee»  feVefjtl '  Haflan  Paflias,  who 
^  .if/^c  horr»  the  (upreirie  command  in  their 
-ifAfffie  i  it  will  thtWfdre  be  proper  to  diit 
tiilguifli  this  ilhiftrious  man  by  his  lurname 
©Mr,  orGohqueroTi  given  him  by  the  fuK 
tail — ^this  appeilatibti  exaftly  anlwers  to  Im- 
perafcir  during  the  Roman  republic.  Two 
reaforis-  particularly  induce  me  to  delineate 
•hischarader ;  the  alperfidns  which  have  beeir 
cai%  upon  it^4ind  thfe  ftriking  inftances  which 
it  dilplays  of  the  inefficacy  even  of  the 
greateft  talents  uAder  fuch  a  government  vis 
tfadt  of  Turkey.  It  is  uncertain  what  coim- 
try  gave  him  birth.  He  was  brought  up  at  Al^ 
gierj,  where  he  raifed  himfelf  to  a  confidera* 
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l^e  office  ia  O^e  <irvio6  .^  4hft  -fley.  M.^b 
Pe}4ro&€4  wlao  is  uitereA^4i>ifH^efitiAg  llMi 
beft  j>iSum^  ^  Tw^fii  nmttMr^  ^oagw^ir 

groat  HiBAf  m^  though  i^/jgH»fe  dii^toeci  t*r» 
their  tfOQ  |iartia(Uy»  he  ||h>a  t^  M^h  g«r«t « 
much  ixiore  }^  Lo^uroiiifiti  ^of /  ^9  ic:hbr«^tfif 
thstn  whftt.wi^  ;gatfc«r  !ff  om  Bl9i^m  die  T<ft^ 
who  had  la^j^prfyfi^  ct^mKf  '^  hint.  TI19  iaa% 
tiirol  iftbilitie^^  of  Ca?d  Wafl&*  Pafti»  ^^^wc 
great  i;  his  4^ik&s  wf^f^  ^jiol^  4>£  etkioaliooi. 
{n  peT'ioa  ibeiip  ^1^  vigoMrOus^  be  mpwvted 
his  coni^'ipii^^oBkiyXenip^fhx^ 
it  by  *be  f^igws  ^  «  <n|i]al^  life.  The 
;i£ts  of  l>r8veiy,  which  4tfery«^  e)ev9tMl:(he 
iidmex>f  Gazi  Hailan  aheve  ((bat  of  janyrft^^r 
ii€i»  Turk^  ar^  too  imnet^u^  aad  ^ik^:t9 
4^ead  r^f^tition  •,  th^  b^rddred  indeed  fene^ 
iuoaes  riafou  rathne^ ;  i^nd  k  i$  upon  ihis  ffiew 
xxxunt  tjbatTott  cei;^iurfi$.his:d«ti4g'at^mpttt 
Ijomiios.  lii$  aoQ4u^  hew^or^txi  4ha$t0i> 
cafioii  well  >deierves  the  -^ffflmft  gtv^n  lo  -M; 
;hy  Peyflboel;  it  w^  jqo^  of #g^  ^ia^^ng^atei^ 
^rize^,  ^hicb  ^y  their  amdacit)^  »ieem  <to  ao^ 
|virefucoe&,  >  Xhe  lili^Qf  fuei^  fep^rii^^ 
^imarpaed  ;^pi}  Aini^rc^ane^^'fiiid  w^re  iprcefS  ^ta 
embark  with  th^  xaoik  cdiij^o^ful  -pfeQl^iti^ 
^tion;  it  feeros  bowewr^  Wftw"5i  fvivy  thek 
Jioet^  fofmidable  ^  it  ^as,  AfHiH'(ot>&Ay 


\ 


ii^  is  adtpg6ljtvef  .imfoundjc^;;  lie  ^  ^md^ 


^f  %»^>*W  T    r>*JMb^^      A«w^      ■^w'«^fc*      swA-sOT      » «^      **A«r       ^^  *««•<•  Hike's      ^y»^« 

iiiTOiout  fu%:ten^  ^Tlpw^nce  ft)r  tl^c .  fiatc  oj^ 
fiiiq^saa  which  he  was  placed.  TThe  commaijA 
ot  «^  ^^iTcipIine^  ^and  tumultuoi;ig  fqrqe  i^ 
ij»t  alvfa^cs  to  Jf>e  preieryejd  by  leiiieiit  ^ejir 
fures ;  his  difclplihe  therefore  was  {eytjce,  iaf 
fturwiji«\ents  4riJ^^  and  oftcu /f^jguiijif ry, 

5)ii(  fiever  y;r^Q^xV]rrMel;  h^i  pv>,t  &44enV  .<^ 
!^£}»tl^|)iitJ:\e(vej-|^p;rtuj;ed,       .. 

Whc.i:e  (a  (ipaiW  ffw^lty  j^^ap  ^Qtcsj^qd  foaj 
Nj,4iiplA)^d  x?ifVw»9^wi»^«4  j^i,a  TwrJ^. 

'S%9v$h  :fto%  'k^S'^^'*'^  ^9  '»*;^  wUd  »«m4 

equitable  to  Chriltian%  in  general ;  the  in- 
indbfMnts «f  tbe'GMifek  ^fhoyddtm^ 4iiB  do- 
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»  ,    .         ,  »  ,  ^  , 

the  Gfeekis  of  the  Morea^  through  his  ihfltf* 
ence^  were  prcfervcd  from  total  extirpaftibn^ 
His  relped  for  Europeans,  proceeding  from 
bis  acutenefs  and  liberality,  was  known  to  all 
thofe  refident  at  Gonftantihoplb,  and  to  none 
more  than  to  the  Britilh  ambaflador  */  who 
poflefled  his  particular  friehdfliip,  and^  had 
great  influence  over  him.  The  refomfe  arid 
improvements  which  thfe  gi'eat  man  ihtro* 
duced,  and  which  he  would  have  carried 
much  fkrther,  were  very  comprehenfive,  in- 
cluding both  thie  conftruSion  of  the  veffels^ 
t^e  education  of'  officers,  and  the. liipply  of 
feamen.     .  '  '  '  '. 

•  As  to  the  veflels  themfelves,  he  entirely 
altered  their  rigging,  and  lowered  the  high 
poops,  which  held  a  great  deal  of  wind,  and 
were  very  unwieldy  and  inconvenient  in  bat- 
tle ;  thefe  iq^provements  were  conduced  by 
an,  Englithnian,  who  rigged  the  veflels  in  the 
Englifli  manner.  '      *^ 

He  alfb  gkve  theni  regular  tiers  of  guns  j 
formerly  there  were  guns  of  all  fizes  on  the 
fame  deck  ;  they  how  only  keep  on  the 
lower  tier,  two,  four,  or  fix  of  their  large  bi-a^ 
'^iis,  fbme  of  which  c^rry  afliot  of*one  hun- 
dred pounds,  and  are  placed  in  the  middle  df 
'»f  ...        .<  -•  -•■ 

.    *  I  quin0t,hf^p  objrei«vinat  f^  $i^  R9bcit  Aijifli«  ppf^ 
jTe/Ted,  in  general,  a  greater  influent  at  the  porte  tfaaa  an? 
Batiflk  ambaifTador  before  bioit'  '     .      ' 
^"^  V   '-'  the 
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the  tier.  '  What  was  of  infinitely  inorcf  im- 
pbitance  to  the  Turkitti  marine;  was  the  re-; 
forai'  which  he  endeavoured  to  ihtroduce  iti 
the?  niodc  of  cdlleding  ikilorp,  and  keeping 
Ihcm;^  at  ail  times  ready  for  iervice.    It  is 
tiffaaBi  as  fooh  as  the  fleet  enters  the  port  of 
Gdnftantinople  in  autumn,  to  lay  up  the  fhrps 
in  the  harhour,  and  difmifs  the  failors,  who 
ail  gb  to  their  homes  till'  St.  George V  day, 
O.S.  (4th  May,  K.  S.);  for  in  moft  roari^ 
time  matters  th^  follow  the  Greek  calendar, 
th^ir^  own  year  being  conipoffcd  of  lurfaf' 
hionths,  and  its  periods  lubjfeft  to  much  va- 
riatibn.     Before  this  day  the  fleet  iievcr  (ails, 
ftf  that  during  the  winter '  it  lies  quite  de- 
fencJelels,  and  the  Ruffians  might  c6me  down 
the  Black  Sea,  and  deftroy  it  in  the  port  of 
Conftantinople  withdvlt  ojppofition. 
"  Tfeffan,  forefccing  this,  f  rojJofed  building 
a  large  edifice  at  Conftantinople  for  the  fai* 
forrto  live  in,  as  in  barracks,  that  they  ihighf 
be  always  ait  hand.     The  porte  ^dt  fumiffi- 
ing.  the  fijms  neceflary,  he  built  one  on  a 
fmaller  Icale  at  his  own  expenoft ;  but  it  is 
4ittle  ufcd  firice  his  death,  as  the  failors  gti  to 
iheJr  own  ho^es  m  difFerent  parts  of  the 
empire  as  befote;*       ^  v      '  *  * 

Jt  is  faid  that* the ^  viz;ir^  *and  other  great 
dlic*s  of -the  porte,  were  fearful  of  feeing 
•the  grand  admiral  with  fo' great  a  forc^  con- 
^ntl^  at  his  diipofal  in  the  city.i  He,  in- 
*     *  deed, 


d?cd,  y^iiy  |>r«^ly  i»d  iflu  yicffiji  to  J],«F«  If 
body  */  Wi^n  js*  bjs  ^jpjtJ^ppiQjl  Cfpkbfe  jc^ 

put  jthif  j^j  w^s   4re»^. .  'Iqj  i|i^»V    wl 
jw  riots  tj^gpE^,  m.  hjis  Jtiipf^  ojf  i^i^pifT, 

Je»«iers,  J^  j 776  (^  t^p^bojjjts)  ^  ^|)^ 
li/hed  ft  fct^aiy  ap»f^  ^  ^df;ii^  ^-^cp^ 

canw  t94i^ip^  J^&aUJfltwv^lupps.in  Tuj^ey 
ever  jpauft, /iwn.iwiHi^ 
IquJ^V.aiid/e^ircpf  X9Qxe  unic>i;e^B.  and  ima» 

ginajy  .l?afte5fol  cxa^fojWOi<¥  to  ihc  iwrtc^ 
Sijicp  tliajt  .anptiicr.fcuJtJe^^A^efpjjkt  l^  J:»^ 
made. 

The  beil:  jp^ode  ^of  cQjaafio^  the  impof^ 
lutoe  of  tho  TiuJciQii  ftgvy .  wpiU  tif  !^  1^  ffom- 
pariibn  of  it*  cphdn&  w/t^  tliat  tif  its  aj^io^ 
peats*  Fpr  4^is  |ivuppf:|  I  Shfdl  Xvib^^^  4^ 
few  4>bien;9jtU)^^  pa  ^bvne  f^  tt^i^ioft  ^il^F^ 
^a^  jiava)  li^^io^s  gi^  ^e  jl^  ami  pr|^ 
flpdiag  -^ars, 

'  Cheime,  was  at  that  time  1^  T^Uirkiih  od^ 
Wi:a^*s.qipfs«n,  or  £4jiitmfy  ca^*d  |iVp  vice 
«d5Wal  by  the  fiuropeamt,  k^  ia^ropfx^ 

XU^t  ihe  cQiidM.^  of  Oiwi  H?^  .qp.thi?  <»Gr 

cj^iOD  difp%qd  f3f  uid  ja4g{0pAt  M^  Jfetor 
*      .'  *  •  tiou 
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ham'  iiscoeetibd  isvl^dording  iaod'  tiking  ji«U 
abiml  ^irito£'s.llii^  but  ^ tiie  tiking  ^fiif 
Md  blomiiig  Qf]^  ef  tnth  ^cSkh.  l^b  ^^^Mt 
Ite'^^boe^t  attiibiited  cto  ths  ib^^oatvn  of  tia* 
Btifistoi  bsttt^as  I  Jivas  infoniied  'b|^  aateiofd 
Kf^  (1rii0  iv!te  drhen  ^&)ita&n  of  S]Hrlit(9f!s 
&ip)  it  airofe  .:sic6dtsh3%  ^rosd  the  midiiiiui^ 
^f  the  Rufiiiui  :giiaa^  in^iioh  ^t  fii^  &>  atia 
Xwki&'veflEdL  .  i(;S0e  J^q(iir<Bqcdy  iiyi^)  Tim 
toRttxt  «if  liie  ^doateft  at  iC^idtii^  ^is  meUi 
bMWte:*  tibe  Ttirkiili  fleet  w«s  t^ffa^^  idei^ 
Ibf^edt  K)Mtii^  (to  ihfc  ill  tcDndnd  of  die  cdji- 
ttmis^  tboe  fi0m8}tiliwii)f  the  itx^oa^  |uid  ^o  tlift 
igiMatfiiis^  of  Jaf&r  i&fi^  no^  Wtiras  liitfV^^rtvsaidt 
d^6yedi>*ffaiiii!^e|>a(^Haf  cs^iai  itfii 

iolficommafic^ia  die  jSteck  Soa;  fct  :mitk 
i»#ydmid»\g  bts;ewi««as^  litis'  tsAeiOB^-  ^mj 
the  great 'ipmrcn  witdi  mbiifti  iit*  mm  io^ 
nfefksd  \(mpm  th»%  as^  of '^  :pt'ddk:«Abrs 
evjer^oficiSed^^e  l^mQsiii  #@«t  Mtria^i^  il^ 

4^£txbfxrerof  i7M»  the  x:i^oski  ^^oAta  li^ 
mHi  fe^eistem  >&il  of  it^' Ime' d^stll«  ^]te<l 

4hres  ^  g»f :^  3iii^  {withlqiil^r  *«b^  l€K^ 
iter  iof igODR'  on^  siihI  a^iiiatbw  of  rihtatl  ^^ef- 
iik^  h^  at  «  iittli^  li^t»U0e  ^f^      IhittH  ibe^ 

twcen 
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tween  Kilbiiron  and  Ochakof,  to  proted  thc^ 

iiege,  and  block  up  the  port  of  the   latter 

place.;   The  csqitain  pafla  knew  very  1  well 

that  the  guns  irom  Kilburon  Point  could  hot: 

hurt  himf  as  thby  were  mailed  by  the  Rui^ 

fiaa  fiect>  he  was  alio  well  acquainted  with 

the  channel^  and  poflefied  undoubted  braver5r 

himfelf ;  yet  he  never  dared  to  fail  in  :.ah<l 

atbick  the  enemy,  becaufe  he  could  not  rely 

oa  his  own  (hips  doing  their  duty,  smd  m^ 

nccuvring  prc^erly*     The .  Ruifians  expelled 

an:attack,  and  thought  die  jevent  dulmMis^ 

The  remainder  of  their  fleet  lay  in  the  port 

of  iSebaftopclisy  under  the  command  of  ad^ 

DHiiral  Wainowitz,  and  though  tyyt  one  fburdi' 

as  {brong  as  the  Turks,  it  fzWed  to  attacfk  the 

captain  paflia,  who  Went  out  to  meet   it, 

and  a  runnuig  fight  enflied,  which  ended  to 

the.  ad  vantage  of  the  Ruffians,  though  th^ 

put  back  to  Sebaftopolis;  and  even  for  thii 

meafiire  tht  admiral  waa*  oenfbred*^ 

In  the  laft  campaign  of  the  war,  the  whdie 
,Turki(h  and  Ruffian  flei^s  met,  and  fought 
jit  .fea ;  and .  nptwithftanding .  tl^e.  very  great 
inferiority  of  the  latter,  ihey  iwere  vi&orious^ 
ajad  purfiied  the  Xurks^  who  were  flying  i^ 
nomimoyfly  before  thein! iniathe  BoiphDiiis 
of  Coioflantinc^le.  The  Ruflians  were  al«^ 
ready  in  .fight  of  the  entrance,  when  a  frigate 
jreftc^ied  :tbeir  adxuiral  with  news  of  the  pon^ 
♦  clufioii 
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clufion  of  peaces  which  put  an  end  tb  the 
purfuit^   '  i  i-      • 

I  might  have  mentioned  the  action  m  the 
Liman  the  fame  year,  in  which  the  Turks 
loft  the  greatcft  part  of  their  vcffels ;  but  that 
was  owing  more  to  accident  than  any  other 
taufe.  If  fuch  was  the  event  of  a  conteft- 
When  the  foperiority  was  greatly  in  favour  of 
Turkey,  what  is  not  now  to  be  expc6led, 
when  the  Ruffian  fteet  at  Sebaftopolis  is  fo 
tohfiderably  augmented  ?  It  is  now  ftrong 
though  to  riik  the  lofs  of  one  half  6f  its  num^^ 
bers  in  an  attack  on  Conftantinople,  and  the 
f^emainder  alone  will  be  more  than  a  match 
for  the  whole  navy  of  the  fultan.' 

*  As  the  laft  hope  of  the  Turks^  lies  in  their 
fortfefles,  particularly  in  thofe  of  the  Darda- 
•nelles,  which  they  believe  impregnable,  I  (hall 
tidd  the  follo^ying  obfervations  on  this  iub- 

•  They  are  ignorant  of  the  art  either  of  for- 
tifying or  defending,  and,  above  all,  of  at- 
tacking places.  They  have  not  one  fortrefs 
ini  the  empire  well  fortified  loy  art;  a  few  are 
ftrong  by^  nature,  bdt  none  fo  much  fb  that 
the  Ruffians  could  not  how  ta;ke  them  either 
by  a  regular  fiege  or  by ,  affault.  Prince  Po- 
temkin,  had  he  chofen,  could  as  eafily  have 
taken  Ochakof  on  the  i  ft  of  Jply,  when  he 
^appeared  before  it^  as  on  the  rrth  of  Pecem- 

bcr. 
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difficulties.     It  was  a  political  fiege«        .      « 
Tl3oe  X)wdao0UeSi,  ia^  ih^fMmiifiMt^ 

jsoj  be  easily  pajSed  bjf  a  fleet,  oc  tbe  cs^Uftlet 
i&ay  be  bnisu  down  by  batt«ri^  eseQ/t^  <m| 
ihoce^  etc  by  ioa^frooa  ittuatioasi  oii  which  t^ 
gceai;  artillory  caa2tf>t  bear  on  ihi|)$*  TlMir« 
aice^  on  each  fide  the  wateir^  fiwitem  <gc<9t 
|[Uij»»»  which*  fke  g^aoite  balk :  thde  gjon^  9QS 
of  brai%  withchambera  like  snormrs^  tweiMyf 
twoEngliib  foetbng^  and  tweaty««ightiiteh«a 
dii^xnetcr  of  the  bore*!  they  are  vciy  neac 
the  kvel  of  thi:  ^iace  pf  th^  watofi^iB  airebr 
od  portrhple&  oc  embm^es  \»itkk  iron  dooi^ 
which  are  opene^  only  when  they  are  1K>  br 
fined;  the  balls  crois  the  water  from  fiM  to 
ivdCf.  as  they  are:  a  little  ekvated*  The6  flmft- 
12x0116  cannoa  are  not  moraited  dq  cvri«|(e% 
but  lie  on  the  paved  fioor,  with  their  hroffck 
againfl  a  wall ;  they  cannot  be  pointed^  iMt. 
tha  ^uhermuft  wait  till  the  veiiel  be  itftfndd 
to  r>fQ  at  i3  Qppoiite  the  mouthy  apd  the]f  ^rp 
at  kail  half  an  hour  ia  loading;;  one  of  tbe^ 
guns.  All  veilf  k  coming  ficom  Conftantir 
fiiQple  are  obliged  to  flop  at  theie.  caille^aml 
£[]ul^w  their  furaaan^or  order  from  the  BodB,. 
tic>«let  them  pais:;  but  there  ai;e  examples  of 

^  A  gentleman,  u^o^s  meafured  jtheax  fince  me,  i^y^ 
*ttic)t  sM  fitUf  iwcnqMhree  indies  ^one  pf  ns  moft  have 

veflels 


^dl^'ifr  l«^  tv^Mhdf  MYipvg' thf^^h  th4 
«lutnlMl  t^ililoM  nedeu^^  an j  Jt^nr«s  tfidv^h 

INMtiifefrfy  Wiiid  rtii»  flffo^g,  k  h  infiet  for  « 
fCflftl  to-  pais  then*,  yet  wHh  &  fotltherlv 
tirmdtfee  cittrdrtt  ifttHs  iipi  tlnJttgh  not  id 
fttOB^y  and' t  b^^vifr  an  EttgSft  fleet  with  a 
briflt  gate  wbttM  pity  Kttte  ittetttiort  to  thefd 
terrible  batteries,  the  guardians  of  the  Ttifk* 
Kit  capftell  they  «fe,'  like  thd'  Tiirks  f hem- 
^resif^rrtiidttbki  oti^r  ift  apfjeiratice*;  There 
«!te-  of  h*r/bfttt^f  ies  drtaoi  cattttofr,  but  by  no 
itteAi*dtttigertrus  t  fofcot  6f  them  it  Aicfe  a  dt€- 
fahce,  Ati6  oft  foch  high  hills,  that  they  arc 
quite  ufelefs.  The  following^  circtimftanoe 
{iraVe^  tfislf  the  batteries  ift  the  chaitflcl  of 
CbhffettttnO^e,  ahd  skt  the  etttrtlflce  ftotn  th^ 
Kick  Sea,  cannot  hvttt.  a  fleet  failing  in  with 
B  felr  witr^.  tn  the  firflr  campaign,  on?  of 
the  ftu^ati  veflels  (k.64  gun  ihip)  Was  fepa- 
tated  from  the  fleet  cruifing  itl  the  BlacH 
jSea,  and  being  diittiafted  in  a  gale  of  windi, 
was  fbtccJ  into  the  channel  of  Conftahtinor 

«  tiKiR  iikindlieatfeinl  «f  GittBaiitiitofite  idle  k»ec% 
QCa-taiuvin,w}ucliiKas.taelted.ut  a  fir«>a4«at)ir]rage,«f<it''' 
mod  eooaqous  fize  (X  am  forr^;'!  have  nq^the  meafureof 
it),  but  thbfe' bf  the  Dardkheit^s  are  dinuoutivein  coinpa- 
rifen  to  it.  It  was  me  of  tfaoie  vfed  at  die  fiege  <^  Can'' 
ftantioapic. 

pie ; 
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pie;  though  only-uridcrjury-mafttf,  arid  mew- 
ing flowly,  the  Turks^  by  an  inceflant  fire 
from  all  their  batteries^  were  not  able  to  fmk^ 
nor  even  to  hurt  her ;  ihecail  anchor  in  the 
bay  of  Buyukdere^  after  having  pafled  aU^he 
moft  dangerous  l)atteries,  and  then  furren^ 
dered  herfelf.  The  captain  was  an  Englifli^ 
man ;  he  was  Slamed  for  not  continuing  his 
courfe,  and  failing  quite  through  to  the  Archi-* 
pelago.  ^    .        ^ 

Another  fbrtrefs^  whoie  impoitance  has 
been  the  fubje6t  of  much  diicuiiiony  is  Och4- 
kof  (ipelt  by  the  Poles  Oczakow,  and  called 
by  the  Turks  Ozi)  I  (hall  therefore  take 
pccafiott  to. rectify  a  common  miftake  re- 
ipefUng  it. 

It  is  afferted  by  fbme,  and  deniedby  others, 
that  this  fortrefs  defends  the  entrance  into 
the  Liman.  The  report  of  maflers  of  mer«* 
•phant  vefTels  has  been  infifled  on,  on  one  fide, 
and  that  of  thofe  who  have  obferved-  the 
courfe  (hips  of  war  take  on  the  Otheriide. 
They  were  bpth  in  the  right. 
*  .  Merchant  fhiips,  if  they  are  fmall,  as, thole 
in  the  Black  Sea  generally  are,  may  fail  out 
of  the  channel,  and  go  within  reach  of  the 
guns  of  Ochakof,  but  the  channel  for  fhips 
of  war  is  at  leafl  four  miles  from  Ochakof, 
and  within  fifty  fathom?  of  the  point  of  Kill- 
buron  (not  the  cafUe)  on  which  the  Ruffians 

have 
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have  erefted  ftrong  batteries,  the  platforms 
of  which  are  only  two  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  fea.  Thefe  batteries  were  ere£led 
after  the  Turkiih  fleet  entered  the  Liman,  in 
June  1788,  and  before  all  the  remainder  of 
it  got  out  again  after  their  defeat.  The  con- 
fequence  was,  that  not  one  ..large  fhip  did, 
after  that,  get  out.  Six  of  them  attempted 
to  force  the  paflage,  and  were  funk  (though 
they  were  not  large  veflTels)  opppfite  the  bat^ 
teries  of  the  point.  This  obliged  the  re- 
mainder in  the  Liman^  whicli  were  fmaller 
veffels,  to  take  Shelter  under  the  guns  of  Ocha- 
kof,  in  a  fmall  port  on  the  oppofite  fide,  with- 
in the  Liman,  where  they  were  burnt  by  the 
Ruflian  fleet  on  the  ifl:  of  July.  That  fmall 
veffels  niay  fail  out  of  the  channel,  and  out 
of  the  reach  of  the  guns  at  Killburn  Point, 
and  even  of  the  fleet  in  the  channel,  the 
captain  paflia  proved.  On  the  2  2d  of  Auguft, 
he  fent  twenty-two  fmall  veffels  (having 
2,500  men  on  board,  and  provifions  for  the 
garrifon)  from  his  fleet,  with  a  wind  which 
prevented  the  Riiflian  fleet  going  out  to  fea 
to  meet  them,  between  the  channel  and  the 
Ihore  .of  Ochakof ;  they  arrived  fiife  without 
the  Ruffian  fleet  having  fired  one  gun  at  them ; 
two  of  them  run  afhore  near  the  town,  the 
refl  failed  out  again  as  they  came,  the  fam^ 


night. 
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Had  tlic  Ruffian  batteries  been  cdnftnifted 
ton  ^e  poiht  of  KSlburn  before  the  Turkifh 
fleet  ehtered  the  Litnan,  it  could  not  have 
^fied  them  till  the  Turks  had  made  them- 
selves matters  of  them :  it  follows  that  the 
•point  of  Killbum,  and  not  of  Ochakof,  is 
^e  key  of  the  Borifthenes*. 

The  prefent  reigning  fultan,  Selim,  has 
tnatie  an  attempt  to  introduce  the  European 
idifdipline  into  the  Turkifli  army,  and  to 
itK)lffli  the  body  of  janizaries;  an  attempt, 
whicli,  whiateyer  fuecefs  it  may  ultimately 
he  iattended  with,  will  form  a  memorable 
*pocha  in  the  hiftoiy  of  the  empire. 

A  trifling  circiumftance  gave  rile  to  it. 
The  grand  vizir,  Yufef  Pafha,  in  the  late 
^uflian  war,  had  a  prifoner  who  was  by 
4>irth  a  Turk,  but  being  carried  early  in  his 
youth  to  Mofcow,  he  had  become  a  Chriftian, 
«tnd  found  in  a  Ruffian  nobleman  a  patron 
who  gave  'him  a  good  education,  and  placed 
fiim  in  the  aritiy.  'He  was  a  lieutenant  when 
he  was  taken  prifoner,  and  had  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  a  good  officer.  The  vizir  took 
pleafof  e  in  converiing  with  him,  for  he  had 
not  wholly  forgotten  his  mother  tongue.     He. 

♦  Hiis^jicc  is  often  called  Kinburn;  its  proper  name 
tn  Turidih  is  Kill  or  KiUl^uron;  that  is  Hair-point,  ^om. 
its  Ihape,    The  Rui&ans  write  it  Kilburn. 

reprefented 
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reprefented  the  advantages  of  the  Europeaa 
4aifcipline,  not  only  in  battle,  but  in ,  many 
/Other  points  of  view,  and  particularly  in  fe* 
curing  the  army  from  mutiny*  By  his  peff 
fuafion  the  vis&ir  formed  a  fniall  corps^  com<^ 
pofed  of  renegadoes  and  a  few  indigent 
Turks,  to  whom  the  prifoner  taught  the 
European  cxercife,  which  they  uled  to  per- 
form before  the  vizir's  tent  to  divert  him. 

Peace  being  concluded,  the  vizir  returned  to 
Coqftantinople,  and  condu6led  this  little  corps 
with  him.     They  were  left  at  a  village  a 
few  leagues. from  the  capital.     The  fultan 
hearing  of  them,  went  to  fee  Aotv  the  infidck 
fought  battles^  as  ht  would  have  gone  to  a 
puppet«-ihow  ;  but  he  was  fo  ftruck  with  the 
Tuperiority  of  their  fire,   that  from  that  in* 
ftant  he  refblved  to  introduce  thq  Epropean 
difcipline  into  his  army,  and  to  abolifh  the 
janizaries;    he  therefore  caufed  the    corps 
to  he  recruited,  fet  apart  a  branch  of  the 
revenue  for  their  maintenance,  and  finally 
declared  his  intention  of  abolifhing  the  infti-* 
tution  of  janizaries.     This  ftep,  ad  tnight  be 
expe&ed,  produced  a  mutiny,  which  was  only 
app€a(ed  hy  the  fultan's  confenting  to  con* 
tinue  them  their  pay  during  their  life-times ; 
but  he  at  the  lame  time  ordered  that  no  re- 
cruits Ihould  be  received  into  their  corps. 

The  new  fqldiery  are  taught  their  Qxercife 

H  2  with 
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with  the  muflcet  and  bayonet,  and  a  fe\^ 
manoeuvres.  When  they  are  held  to  be  fuf- 
ficiently  difciplined,  they  are  fent  to  garrifon 
the  fortrcfles  on  the  frontiers.  Their  officers 
arc  all  Turks,  and  are  cholen  out  of  thofe 
who  perform  their  exercife  the  beft. 

What  they  may  become  in  time  it  is 
difficult  to  foretel;  at  prefent  there  is  no 
other  knowledge  in  the  army  than  is  pol- 
feffed  by  their  drill  ferjeants;  nor  indeed  can 
more  be  expefted  from  them,  till  they 
have  gained  experience  in  a6hial  war;  and 
it  mufl  be  remembered  that  they  are  flill 
Turks,  a  very  different  people  from  thofe 
whom  Peter  the  Great  taught  to  conquer 
the  Swedes.  Their  ignorance  of  thofe  ma- 
noeuvres, which,  more  than  numbers  or  per- 
fbnal  bravery,  decide  the  fate  of  battles,  will 
make  their  defeat  czfy  to  the  Ruffians,  fhould 
ever  they  become  numerous  enough  t6  form 
an  army,  the  firfl  time  tjiey  meet  in  the  field : 
it  will  then  be  feen  whether  they  can  make  a 
retreat,  or  are  to  be  rallied,  and  whether  the 
new  difcipline  will  not  all  at  once  be  aban- 
doned. They  have  hitherto  no  confidence 
in  it ;  and  they  are  devoid  of  the  enthufiafm 
and  ejj>nl  de  corps  of  the  janizaries.  In  the 
firfl  campaign  they  probably  will  be  driven 
out  of  Europe. 
.  The  mere  irvftitution  of  this  militia  is  an 

important 
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important  event;  and  Selim  may,  perhaps, 
efFeft  by  policy,  what  feveral  of  his  anceflors 
have  attempted  by  force.  CQuld  he  put  him- 
felf  at  the  head  of  a*  difciplihed  army,  he 
would  conquer  the  ulema  as  eafily  as  the 
janizaries,  and  the  Turkiflipowefy  though 
it  would  never  again  be  formidable  to  Eu- 
rope, might  be  refpeftable  in  Afia.  The. 
ulema  fee  their  danger,  and  oppoie  thefe 
changes  with  all  their  might.  The  whole 
is  too  new,  has  too  many  difficulties  to  en- 
counter, and  has  made  too  ixnall  a  progrefs. 
for  us  to  form  an  opinion  how  far  the  lultan 
will  ultimately  Succeed* 

The  man  who  was  the  caufe  of  this  re* 
volution  in  the  military  lyftem,  the  Ruffian, 
prifoner,  and  who  had  again  become  a  Ma-, 
homedan,  was  rewarded  for  his  fervices  iu 
the  Turkilh  manner ;  for  fome  mildemea- 
nour,  real  or  imputed,  his  head  was  ftruck 
off. 
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Of  thf  furb^  Rilighn—Iti  Efedl  up9A  the 

LaWy  upoH  the  TranfaSiions  of  the  Govern^ 

nunty  and.  ttporf-  the  Peofde  at  large,     the 

-Chdro&eri  L,eitrning,  and  liifiin^lms  tftke 

Vlma* 

THE  pbilofophic  oWefVer  of  mirtikind 
regards,  si5  a  chief  cibjeft  of  Hs  Ipccu^ 
lation^  the  manners  of  a  tifttion;  it  i$  from 
theni,  in  general,  that  political  inflitutions 
fftinanate,  and  if  \%  to  ffiem  that  they  always 
6xvt  their  efficacry.  But  manners  themfelves 
iWill  he  foiind  to  be  marked  A^ifh  the  eharac- 
ttlr  of  previous  inflitutions,  and  of  the-hifto- 
rtcal  events  of  the  people  amoflg  iit^hom  rhe> 
predominate,  Thus  there  is  a  continual  ac-- 
jtion  and.re-a6lion  of  caufes;  and  the  human 
charafter  is  alike  formed  by  general  manners 
and  by  particular  incidents.  The  connexion 
between  thefe  is  fb  intimate,  that  we  may 
almoft  with  certainty  determine  the  ftate  of 
the  one  from  a  knowledge  of  the  other.  The 
beaiiteous  fabric  of  political  liberty  cannot  be 
ppheld  by  a  corrupt,  an  effeminate,  or  a  daf- 

tsrdly 


tardly  people  }  aor  can  d^C^^ofify^  give  birth 
to  a  noble  aA4  ingeauous  frzxm  of  miod. 

The  moft  Ari^^^g,  ^s^ell  ^  t]^  laqf^^  dif-, 
guftkig  fea^tuFQ  of  Xvtfl^  .opiaiaDjars,  i^  th;at 
t^wgt^y  conc5?U  of  fuperio^ii^y,  arifuig  frojre^ 
th€^mofte^ifow%»^inti^»»li  bigotry,  Tl^re 
tjayp  l?^f  li  but  tw  Winy  inftwces  i»  Ijiftoryt 
of  na(tiQi>§  vfhQf  h»y Wg  p;:Qudly.  arrogate^  ^ 
tbfiwfelycs  tbe  tiflp  pf  fgLyourites  af  \h^  AV 
mighty,  have  on  that  account  exejqjfed  aiA 

wfel?»t  ^{^^n  |oiwa.f<i  all  who  vfe?^  without 

th^  pale  of  tl^eir  religipn,  la  ho  iftft^ncej 
^^owever,  hais  thi$  foUy  appeared  IftOfe  difr 
guftingly  cQufpipuous  than  in.  tb?  Turkiih 
luition  ;  it  m^rks  the  public  and  tb^  private 
c|iara6ler ;  it  ayppears  in  the  folemnity  of  thei^ 
l»g^  afts,  in  the  ceremonies  of  the  couit, 
aad  ill  the  coarfe  nifticity  of  vulgar  manners. 
As  it  is  not  ^y  intention  to  enter  into  a  me-» 
taphyficftl  difcuiiion  of  the  Mahomedah  dqgw 
|n?is,  I  fhall,  under  the  head  of  Religion^  only 
enquire  it}Xo  the  various  operations  of  the  cx«i 
t^nfive  principle  throughout  the  di|Ferent  or* 
defs  pf  ipciety.  .  • 

If  we  liften  to  the  diftates  of  their  law, 
di^^es  which  ought  to  have  been  conceived 
with  caution  and  uttered  with  calmnefs,  wt 
hear  (lothing  but  th^  accents  of  intolerancef 
breathed  forth  with  all  the  infeleiice  of  de«» 
^tifm*      '  '  '  • 

H  4  Every 
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'Esvcryjre^a  (that  is,  every  fubjeft  who  is 
ijot  of  the  Mahomedan  religion)  is  allowed 
only  the  cruel  alternative  of  death  or  tribute ; 
and  even  this  is  arbitrary  in  the  breaft  of  the 
conqueror.  The  very  words  of  the  formu- 
lary, given  to  their  Chriftian  fubje6ts  on  pay- 
ing the  capitation  tax,^  import,  that  the  fum 
of  moriey  received,  is  taken  as  a  compenfa- 
tion  for  being  permitted  to  wear  their  heads 
that  ye^r. 

The  infulting  diftin^tiotl  of  Chriftian  and 
Mahomedan  is  carried  to  fo  great  a  length, 
that  even  the  minutise  of  drefs  are  rendered 
iubjeSs  of  reftriftion-  A  Chriftian  muft  wear 
only  clpthes  and  head-dreffes  of  dark  colours^ 
and  fuch  as  Turks  never  wear,  with  flippers 
of  black  leather,  and  muft  paint  his  -  boule 
black,  cr  dark  brown.  The  leaft  violation 
of  thefc  frivolous  and  difgufting  regulations 
is  punifhed  with  death.  Nor  is  it  at  all  un- 
common for  a  Chriftian.  to  have  His  head 
ftrupk  off  in  the  ftrect  for  indulging  in  a  little 
more  foppery  of  drefs  than  (he  faltan  or 
vizir,  whom  he  may  meet  incognito,  'ap-^ 
proves. 

I  am  here  fpeaking  of  Chriftians,  fubj^6i9 
of  the  Porte.  Adual  and  honorary  drogo^ 
mans  have  the  privilege  of .  wearing  yellow 
flippers.  Chriftians  ferving.  in  the  Ottoman 
navy  wear  a  kind  of  red  flioes.     One  of  th^. 

defcriptioiv 


defcription  being  met  by  the  pmt^nt  foliani 
whd  was  ignorant  of  the  priviW^,  ordered 
his  feead  to  be  ftrtfck  off.  rhftafices  of  fuch 
feverity  are  moft  frequent  at  the  begihniflg' 
of  a  reign.'  There  is  no  fiibed  fule  for  thi 
drels  of  Europeahs,  At  Conft^nf inople  and 
atSmyrtia  they  Weir  the  Europiean  habit.  In 
feme  cities  they  wear  whilkers  and  the  Turk- 
i(h  drefs,  with  a  hat  and  wig*  In  other  parts 
to  avoid  infiilts  from  the  populace  they  ap- 
pear in  the  Turkifli  or  Arab  habit,  with  a 
Tatar  cap.  In  Arabia  they  generally  drefe 
like  Mahomedans*  A  Mr.  P.  A.  (now  in 
London)  returning  to  Conftantinople  from 
Brufa,  where:  it  is  indifpenfaWy  neceflary  to 
wear  the  Tyrkifh  habit,  on  his  landing  at 
Gakta,  found  the  grand  feignior  fitting  in 
incognito  at  the  cuftom  houfe ;  who,  ftruck 
with  fome  finery  in  his  drefs,  enquired  who 
he  was,  and  on  being  informed  that  he  was 
a  European,  Selim  ordered  him  to  be  imme- 
diately beheaded  :  the  cuftomer  and  ibme 
other  confidferable  perfohs  prefent,  threw> 
themfelves  at  his  feet,  and  with  much  dif^ 
ficulty  faved  the  young  njan^s  life,  but  h\i 
clothes  were  torn,  and  he  wa§  ptherwife  ill 
treated^ 

A'Chriftiaii  may  not  kill  a  Mahomedan 
even  in  fel£4efeiice  j;  if  a  Chrifli^in  only 

.  i  jftrikes 
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fttnke^  a  Mftlipmbdto,  he.  i»  moft  cmmoiAy^ 
f»%  to  d^b  Oft  the  (p6t^  ac,  nt  k^ft,  mm^ 
1^  fiaes,  imd  feverdy  baftintdoed  ;  iif  ho 
ftrii^^,  thoigb  fey  ^ccitkHj  *  ^^if  (mk  ia 
Twkifliy  i  <.  Atdbkcoici^tit  xi^.MahQmed>  M^ho 
ly^sr  gr96«  .turba»ci$)  ofwhcwa  tjhefe  vo 

thpufimds  in  f«»e  cit«?,  it  19  death  without 
jeiftiflTiQO.^ 

The  teftimony  pf  Chriftivw  is  little  re- 
garded in  ewrta  of  jwftioe ;  «t  .beft,  two  tefti-* 
Biomes  are  but  couiidered  as  x>i\£y.  and  arq 
even  overborne  by  that  of  a  iiiigle  Mahome^ 
^n,  tf  reputed  at  all  aa  honeft  man. 

The  Chriilians  can  build  no  new  churchy 
nor  can  they  without  great  fums  obtain  a 
Heence  evento  repair  old  ones.  If  a  MahcK 
medan  kilU  a  Chriftian,  he  i3  in  gei^ral  wiy 
fined.  At  Conftantinople  indeed  they  are 
(o»\  j«:count  of  the  police  neceilary  in  the 
capital)  fometimea  puniihed  with  de^b,  ac-i 
cording  to  the  circumAaooes  of  the  cafe,  hiit 
always  if  attended  with  robbei*y,  or  by  {beret 
a&fiinaticMi  in  hi^  boufe  or  on  the  highway, 
or 'in  any  planner  fo  as  to  diftur^  the  policia, 
which  i?  properly  the  criofte  that  i*  pu-. 
niA^d. 

Sultan  Muftafa,  father  of  Selim,  the  pr 0^ 

lent  grartd\feifriiQi',  when  he  j mounted  the 
thmne,  propd^  to  ^w\  tn4cath.all  theCfarif* 
c    ^8  tians 
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clans  iu  the  whole  empire ;  and  wai  witkiJifU 
ficulty  dilTuaded  from  doing  it,  on  the  grouiid 
4>f  thelo&  of  capitation.  This  prince^  hMv- 
ever,  iii  the  courife  of  his  reign,  appeared  ta 
be  a^ioated  by  a  love  of  the  ftrideft  jaftice. 
What  muft  that  religion  and  thofe  pf  inciplea 
be,  which  could  mduce  a  juft,  at  leaft  a  well- 
intentioned  man,  to  maifacre  whole  provinces 
ef  defencclefe  fbbjeds !    -  . 

It  has  been  affircned^  that  this  conckifiou. 
eannot  be  univerfally  true  againfl  any  reli- 
gion ;  ^'^  whit  horrors,"  (it  is  laid)  ^  have  we 
/^  not  feen  comaiitted  by  princes,  whom  we 
**  rauft  fnppofe  to  have  been  well-intenti-r 
^,  oncd,  profeffing  the  moft  benign  religion 
"  that  was  ever  adopted  by  man  ?** 

ThsLt/eff  of  the  Raman  Church  whofe 
do3fines  permitted  a  fovereign  to  murder  in- 
cold  blood  all  his  fubj^^s  who  were  of  a  dif-^ 
ferent  perfUafion,  cannot  be  faid  to  have  pro-' 
^iied  a  benign  religion,  or  even  the  religiotV 
which  Jefus  Chrift  taught  to  mankind.  -The: 
Fcligion  of  Suhan  Nluftafa,  and  of  the  other 
Qttooian  princes  who  were  on  the  point  of 
putting  into  execution  their  horrible  defign, 
was  the  genuine  religion  of  Mahomed ;  of 
at  ledft,  fuch  as  it  has  univerfally  been  pro* 
fefTod  for  many  centuries  by  orthodox  Muf- 
iclOAanSt  Mrf  Ps^rlce  found  the  Moors  in 
'  I  •  the. 
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the  interior  of^AfHca,,  a6luated  by  the! lame 
infernal  principles. 

It  may  be  faither  remarked,  that  there  is 
KOt  one  inftance  of  a  fetva  which  declares 
the  murdering  of  Chriflians  to  be  contrary  to 
the  faith  ;  or  of  any  argument  drawn  from 
juftice  or  religion,  ufed  to  difluade  the  Sidtans 
from  perpetrating  fuch  an  enormity.  The 
'  pleaders  for  mercy  have  been  guided  by  po- 
licy or  moved  by  companion  only. 

Moft  of  the  fultans  in  latter  times  havefliowa 
a  greater  diipofition  to  cruelty  and  intolerance 
in  the  beginning  of  their  reigns  than  after- 
wards, and  this  is  eafy  to  be  accounted  for. 
.  The  Sultans  frequently  give  in  marriage  to 
Pachas  princefTes  of  the  Imperial  family; 
but  the  male  children  of  fuch  marriages  are 
put  to  death  as  foon  as  they  are  born.  What 
can  the  advocates  of  the  Mahomedan  religi- 
on allege  in  defence  of  fuch  a  horrible  cuf- 
tom  ?  Is  the  plea  of  ftate  policy  adroif^. 
fible?. 

It  is  fcarcely  credible  how  far  the  little-, 
nefs, of  pride  is  carried  by  the  porte  in  all 
their  traufa£lions  with  the  Chriftian  princes. 
Whenever  they  conclude  any  treaty,  thein- 
ftrument  which  remains  in  the  hands  of. 
the  Turks  reprefents  the  other  contrafting 
powers  as  proftrated  at  the  fact  of  th^  iiil-. 
tan's  throne,  and  fupplicating  his  favour  and 

protediooL 
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proteftion.  The  prefents  which  are  made 
to  the  fultan,  on  the  arrival  of  an  ambaflador, 
or  Du  any  other  occafion,  are  regiftered  in  the 
archives  of  the  empire,  as  tributes  paid  by 
fuch  and  fuch  infidel  karols  (the  Polifh  or 
Slavonian  name  for  king  or  prince,  never 
given  by  the  Turks  but  to  infidels)  to  the  fiib* 
lime  porte  for  its  proteiSion.  Thefe  trea- 
ties, fuch  as  they  are,  ambunt  only  to  a  tem- 
porary rcmiflion  of  that  implacable  enmity 
with  which  their  religion  infpires  theni  a- 
gaiqjt  every  thing  which  is  not  Mahomedan; 
'to  flipport  their  faith,  and  to  extend  their 
empire,  are  the  only  law  of  nations  which 
they  acknowledge ;  and  in  fupport  of  thefe 
principles  they  muft  be  ever  ready  to  diredl 
the  whole  of  their  force  againft  the  arms  of 
the  infidels.  It  is  indeed  permitted  them, 
whenever  their  own  fecurity  is  threatened, 
to  conclude  a  truce^  for  the  fake  of  renovating 
their  ftrength,  and  enabling  themfelves  more 
efFeftually  to  (erve  the  caule  of  Mahomed; 
and  this  is*  the  explanation  which  they  give 
to  their  own  moft  folemn  treaties  of  peace. 
In  this  they  are  much  affifted  by  the  nature 
of  the  Arabic  language,  which  they  mix  with 
the  Turkifh  in  their  public  afts,  ^nd  which, 
by  the  various  application  of  its  terms,  literal 
and  metaphorical,  enables  them  to  give  what- 
ever interpretation  they  pleafe  to  any  con- 

traft. 


I  to  C  H  A  P  T  E  K     IV^ 

ira&.  Thus,  Jii/cA  tieJy  prc^rly  figaifies  a 
perpetual  peace,  while  ^m^  the  texm  iyno- 
nymous  to  ^bedy^  fignifies  th6  fame  thing,  but 
}c(s  forcibly :  never thdels  it  coft  the  court 
€f  Vienna,  within  this  ccotury,  a  long  and 
difficult  negotiation  to .  fubftitute  the  firft  for 
the  other  in  a  treaty,  which  was,,  not  loDg^ 
«fter,  broken  by  open  hoftilities. 

It  has  been  contended  by  fbme  writers 
with  apparent  probability,  that  the  Tujk^ 
reftiefs  and  diftra^ed  as  they  arc  at  home^ 
.would  be  unwilling  to  augment  their  confu- 
•fion  by  engaging  in  foreign  contefts;  but 
ihere  are  two  obier\ations  which  noay  be 
made  in  anfwer  to  this  argument ;  firft,  thaf 
tbe  government  itfelf  is  too  ignorant  and  in- 
•xrautious  to  be  fwayed  by  fuch  coniiderations* 
.Wc  mtift:  not  look  on  the  porte  as  a  cabinet 
4inder  the  guidance  of  enlightened  politicians, 
but  of  aiet  of  wretches  continually  flu^Suat-^ 
ing  between  the  hope  of  amaffing  plunder  by*. 
,  means  of  war,  and  enjoying  it  in  the  tran- 
quillity of  peace  ;  or  of  hot-headed  fanatic^, 
who  confider  the  deftnifiion  of  infidels  as  th©^ 
moft  meritorious  duty  of  a  mufiilman.  Se- 
condly, it  may  be  doubted  whether  policy 
would  not  ;  lead  the  minifters  of  the„porte 
frequently  to  encourage  wars,  which  would 
divert  the  turbulent  fpirits  from  domeftic  ie- 

ditijHi 
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1  ft?all  akWifc*  feut  ont  inflfthce^p  tfeeugh 
tlttve  «-^  taafty  tcy  ^d^  tb^i^  m  their  hiftory, 
ih  dippdt-t^^f  m^^^^^ritefi  5  4t  is  the  <:andtid 
of  Tufkey  ifttbd^cbttq^bft  4(>f  Cyprtts^,  as  ^e^ 
icribed'  by  «lie^ikhM  ^nd  eloq^mt  pen  ^ 
ttte  ^biffiop  of  Att^Ife.  ^^  ' 

'  Sultfen  Selim  It  Who  ttt^  «fcat  period  ikt 
oil  tbe  throne,  i^ithetf  eiidi^vbured  to  extend 
fey  cenq^eft  the  enipirfc  fefe  gyattdfsfther  i&k 
hfen^  nor  to  make  it  1k>tuh^  by  j^olicy.     He 
leji  all  the  Management  olfaBfimrs  to  his  vi«if^ 
and  gave  himfelf  up  to  eixdefs  in  every  -k^ 
af  the  itioft  beaftly  debattohery.    T3ie  pe^ 
pie,  4i(bonteuted  at  his  tmambkious  ifti^ 
mnf mated  £l  l^Aifily,  that  it  wa%  deemed  :rie^ 
c^flkry  by  <the  vizir  to  fatisfy  ith^m :  they  af^ 
Jirmtd^   ihdi  fdltans.  were  not  fet  up  to  mfoy 
pe)actui)ly  ^ka^  Sheir  predecefors  had  left  themi. 
but  to  enl»^  their  empire  by  nenv  cmtque^^ 
tmd  finaUy  redute  the  'mtiv^rfe  4^  the  M^&^ 
medan  law;  for  this ^icit  ctfcorujueft  and 
/piihge  is  'the  fpi^it  of  the  Whole  Turkilh  na- 
tion, from  the  vizir  to  die  pea  fant.     It  was 
reiblved  to  make  war  on  the  Venetians,  and 
to  lake  Cyprtrs,  though  without  any  juft  pre- 
tence whatever. 

The  powers  of  Chriftendom  were  at  va- 
riahce  among  ttiemfelves,  land  differences  of 

religion 
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.religion  had  cau&d  doipej^crwars*  tFrance 
was  allied  with .  the  porte^^Vbmcc  W2|s  in 
gre^  confuiion  by  thebiowing  up  of  its  arse- 
nal, foppofed  to  ^>e  done  by  Turkifb  emifla- 
ries ;  there  was  a  great  iiaarcity  of  corn  alio 
in  Europe  s  {o  that  the  iultan,  t  awoken  from 
his  lethargy,  thOpght:iaQW.of  nothing  lefs  than 
conquering  all  Europe,.^rtd^  began  with  Cy- 
prus; T^Aey/o/fmnfy  affured  %he  Venetians ^  that 
the  preparations  they  wete  making  at  Con- 
flantinople  were  deftjneji  to  aflift  the  Moors 
in  3p4in ;  for  oach^  rr^nd  folemn  afTurances 
and  prpteftation$  of) public  faith  had  always 
been,  and  are  to  this  day,  with  them  ftate  po- 
licy. The  vizir,,  who  for  perfbnal  reafons 
did  not  defire  this  war  (he  being  bribed  alio 
by.  the  Venetians)  objefted  to  the.  viokttioa 
of  a  treaty  which  the  ililtan  hadfb  Iblemhly 
Iworn  to  obferve.  The  ulema  were  hereupon 
confulted,  and  unanimoufly  anfwered,  "  that  a 
treaty  made  with  tht  enemies  of  God  and  his 
prophet  might  -he  brnk^ny  there  being  nothing  fa 
worthy  a  Mahomedan  as  to  undertake  the  entire 
defiruciion  ofChriJiians. ' '  This  fen tcnce  /lands 
on  record,  with  thwfands  more  of  the  fame 
kind. 

.  The  manners  of  the  Court  itfelf,  tindhired 
as  thofe  of  all  courts  are  with  deceit,  are  not 
fufficiently  poUfhed  to  avoid  a  condud,  not 
merely  haughty,  but  indecent,  to  the  repre- 

fentatives 


fchtatives  6f  chriftian  fovefdgns*     The  ftu* 
pid  aiid  incorrigible  ignorance  oF  the  Turk 
makes  him  treat  his  moft  favoured  allies  only 
t$  depirndents }   heude  their  ambafladors  are 
deceived  merely  as  deputies  from  tributary 
llatesi   Every  IbleJtonity  at  which  the  foreign 
Aiinifters  affift  in  Turkey,  occafions^  them  a 
aew  Ipccies  of  humiliation,  in  which  they 
are  led  from  iiidignity  to  indignity,  a  fpe£^acle 
to  the  ftupid  pc^ulace^  who  inflilt  them  with 
the  co&rfeft  Ikn^age  as  theypafs,  audmea*^ 
fore  by  this  feale  the  greatnefs  of  their  love* 
reign,    -The  minifter,  who  is  to  obtain  an 
audience  of  the  fultan^  muft  prefent  himielf 
at  the  porte  by  four  o'clock  in:  the  nioming> 
\vhere>  after  three  or  four  tedious  hours  occu- 
pied in  unmeamng  ceremoQies^  he  is  informed 
thMhe  may  be  permitted  to  fee  the  refplen* 
debt  fiioe  olF  the  emperor  of  the  world  (Gehan 
PadifiaJ  who  among  his  other  pompous  ti- 
tles bears  thiat  of  Alemum'pennatiy  refuge  of 
ih  w^/di  jifter  which  he   is  feated   in  a 
fb!itary  corner  of  the  divan,,  ml  the  left,  near 
the  door,  and  the  vizir  fends^  to  the  fultan  a 
ihort  note  caHed  taiajky  which  is  in  fubftance, 
that  the  infidel  (ghiaurj  of  luch  a  court, 
after  having  been  fufficientl/  fed,  and  de* 
**cetttly  clothed^  by  the  fpecial  grace  of  his 
^  fublime  majefty,  humbly  iupplicates  leave 

^  to  come,  and  lick  the  duft  beneath  his  il- 

I  ^*  lufUiots 
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•Bttety  their  <»{fi  ^f6,  fHiA.^weJi^?i|p^ 

i^dn^oo.  ittt&itfap  iskSAls  |iiiej»^«  si8d(l»ff 
<ribBt8ries»  the  BagQ^899»  #4t  |lij»x|iE|B^ 
Hf^.   1ChisJbiiWBitiiting?ift}i^^Sjdf  .y^  Jl^ll»" 

treaty  ofiIMrafew^t«&(tti)i7l^>)W^wl^*^ 
•advantage  af  ii^rdejg^^igbBi^^  Jj^s^  !» 

^lifters.  tttmH  nt^fp^fi^  '».!^W>  B**»gA?^  t^te^** 

the  iiiYflilkiwe  i(:^%Wmik:<»S^yM^m^ 

of 


J0^i|^|  ^^9^>  siiid  is  no  j^re  tp  b^ 

^lft$fif^^2i  ^t  ^  ih?  avdiencc>  which  is  f^ 
fisf  ^qm  k&mZ  *  i5»^$r  of  iiiv;Q¥A  that  no 
I|¥f9^e^  mif^f^  wgulf^  b«  p^srnnkted  to  apf 
jipar  jpi^tvi*1<^i^  hftfipre  jth^  fuAtarl  or  v^zir^ 
"f^TxtrjfQ  cas^^  a  pa?fp{)^n»s  pulling  c^ 
^  .ilj»t  ^IW^J^  iaf  ^;e  ^  ji  maa'p  pulling  qf 

.  ^  Kl^tjuji?  ji9^  g^m#»ts  J^.^d  tfvrit^h  fi^r,  iijf^ 
given  to  (iibje^s  of  the  porte  and  tp  isdfcf 
0fi^Sf»^  P$  Jm^  ^c^rn^y  hy  the  fultan* 
fjm*  PJ^  Ha%s,  ^  itoarlfts  of  l?ono\ir  j  b\it  ^ 

that  £aiife  ,iljp  i^yefl^e  jiifik^  i4?«9>ftef^ 

1^  ;i?)t  ^j^ft?  jihe  iM?<^¥:f . 

flf  ,^eM^ij?|r,  itb^  |irpgEi?is#  .of  i!?4  pprt;e,  (fiy 
Ifef  i^JW^ff*?  pf»*/i  dri^^tpa^i  is  not  (v^er^i 
to  interpret)  left  he  flio,uld  figt  exp^re^  i^^^r 
Iflf  ^>  |«p^  fyji<ji^n:l|y  fijbp^^v?)  wh^^  he 

k  ^ifi^i^  %>  itl?e  yi?jf  j^!fi^9io  \ip  co^\mli#4 

Ji|^  »ar>  Md  45^8f  iki?  li^  !!^q^  ^Sfms  like 
0  i'^imlk  %iM!e<  Ti^ou^  i^is  is  Mply  is» 
«lif^;jif||e>  AJPKi  'i:ef^i^  a  .<«#  tWioilou? 

iusit  y«4  if  ifee  ^rftg«wa^  .<?f  t^he  po«e  jbp  n<jf 

Pt$pikl»^^  #&aW)f d  ptlt)^8iMPgy  of:the 

^Mui^y  iwm  ihr^t^  of  Naples)  »^  p«r>^ 
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the  drogoman  of  the  porte,  at  a  public  au- 
dience, madc'ufe  of  expreffions  derogatpiT^  of 
the  dignity  of  the  reprelentatiVe  of  a  fovereign 
prince,  internipted  him,  and  told  the  vizir, 
that  h^  had  not  made  ufe  of  thofe  words  but 
of  others,  which  he  himfelf  repeated  in 
Turkifh.  The  vizir  anfwered :  thofe  words 
ihould  have  been  yours,  and  if  the  drogoman 
of  the  porte  had  exprefled  himfelf  as  you 
have  done,  his  headihould  have  been  ftruck 
off  at  your  £cet.  * 

'  Particular  inftances  of  TurfciOi  iniblence^ 
even  to  the  reprefentatiyes  oJF  theit-  moft 
•powerful  allies,  are  frequent  arid  ftrikirig.- 

It  is  not  fifty  years  firiee  thfe  grand  vizir, 
Gin-Ali-Pafha,  advifed  the  divan  to  confine 
all  the  atbbaiTadors  to  a  fmafl  •  ifland  near 
Coiiftantinople,  as  lepers,  or  other  infe^ious 
and  unclean  perfotis.  ^      .        • 

Ih  I  "fSOy  the  Sieur  Du  Val,  -  dragoman  to 
tho^  French  ambaflador,  Mr.  de  Vergennes, 
haviiig  announced  the  double  bond  of  alli- 
ance and  marriage^  which  had  united  his 
court  with  the  houfe  of- Auftria,  received 
-from  the  reis-effendi  no  pther  ahlwer,.  than 
^^'  that  (he  JUblime  porte  did  not  trouble  itj elf 
^♦^  about  iffe  union  6f  one  hog  with  another. ^^ 
-This  ttmrriage  was  not  vefy  agreeablfe.hews 
•to  the  porte^  * ; A .  limi|?if i  anfwer  wtis  given 
ijy  the  vizir'Kiuperli  to  t&e  JFrench  airibaf- 
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fador,  Monfieur  de  la:  Haje,  even  in  the  bril- 
liatit  aera  of  Louis  XIV. :  when  that  minifter 
announced  the  iplendid  luccefles  of  his  fove- 
xeign  over  the  Spaniards,  the  viiir  repKed^ 
with  the  barbarous  iiifolence  of  an  Ottoman 
fatrap,  ^^  What  care  I  whether  the' dog  eat  the 

.  *'  hog^  or  the  hog  eat  the  dog^fo  that  the  inter ejls 
^  of  my /overeign  projper.'* .  The  lame  vizir 
offered  a  more  atrocious  mflilt  to  the  an- 
cient  aliy  of  the  porte,  in  the .  peribn  of  the 
fch  of  Monfieur  deJa  Haye,  whom  he  caufed 
to  be  jdirown  into  a  dungeon,  after  receivings 
pu'blicly  a  blow,  which  broke  one  of  his 
teeth.    The  fble  caule  of  this  outrage  was 

,  the  refufal  of  young  Dc  la  Haye  to  explain 
a  letter,  .wluch  he  had  written  in  cypher  ta 
a  friend  at  Venice.    '  r' 

It  is  not  to  be  denied,  that  thefe  degrada- 
tions are  frequently  increafed  by  the  feryility: 
of  the  ininiftersr  themlelves,  who,  by  *a  manly, 
rcfiffehce,  niight.gentrally  avDid  fuch  indig-r 
nities  ;  for  the  barbarous  infolenfe.  of  the: 
Turks,  *  which -is-  ^tigmente4  by  timidity, 
Ihrinksintd  nothing  before  a  refolutq  and  dig*' 
nified '  firmnefs.  Such  was  the  coaduft  of; 
Mohfieufcde Feri<)les,ainbaflador  from  France, 
in  the  laft  century^  Who  having  taken  His- 
fword,  either  inadveifteijly  .01^  by  defign,  to  thct 
aiidieiMje  of'the-gran(i-fcignior,^aot  only  re-, 
f\i&d'  to  Ijyyil  afide,  but  gave  a  :k^?k\in  the . 
•    -  '         13  belly 
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belly  tb  m  ofBcer  df  titi^  ientf^  %ftui  ftR 
tempted  to  take  it  froth  Kxm  hf  force  {  mi^ 
folding  ifaact  he  was  dienied  admiflion,!  thus 
lirmed^  to  the  imperinl  nudictiie^i  bf  returnoci 
with  hid  fviiter  to  bis  hiqisfe  iC  1^X2^.  9^r 
cafHng  dff*  the  kaftan  with  wliift^h  he  hn^ 
beeninveftdd.  Yet  ihis' jimba^fibdc^  rcf^^ 
^  deceit  ycfars  longer  at  Conflantinpi^,  aa<( 
tranfa^d  th^  bufinefs  of  bis  office  with  Qtt^ 
4it  t6  himfelf  and  advaixtage  td  hia  coUdtiy^^ 

In  I  y66i  the  pcrte^  wiibong  to  Hbmf  6)^^ 
i^ark  c^  contenfipt  to  Pdani^  it^iraEl  thq 
Polifh  env0y  to  a|^)ear  at  the  audiepcf  o£  th^ 
tisfeir  withotttii  ikbte  ;  with  ibis  deiaiaii4  kd 
fefufed  to  cc^ply,  decdarkrg  that  the  labro 
liras  part  of  the  Popiffh  drefs^  Md  tfayt  aaotfabip 
ininifters  wore  their  fwords^  be  WobUt  nbfe 
^p€!^  at  any  Ixiditnc^  in  4  miniier  cx)ntt4i:y 
f(>  the  aitdiiAt  dtit^ette^  The  qcuikfei^efiotf 
0f  his  fitvcinef^  W9$  %  oomj^Qoe  os  i&sK 
part  of  the  vizir,  who  received  him  tn^^ 
the  ufeal  c^remfiiniefc  ^   ; 

»      *      ■'  I 

In  iht  yik  ifktf  it  tf^as  ofiS»itd  to  lb»i 

(^bunt  of  tKe  ^y^  flfli^  a66«ipeld  Cte  toiiif 
A^ith  gladn^isl  6lid<  iieli«^  vdr/  ^^dl  in 
iiveral  suctions.  Oii  ihdif  Mtorn  0%  were 
fiUkkd^  ill  my  pr^at^^  Wb:f  iHey  iciti^ 


^  t0^ ^  Jli^  aUb  i&  ftTiwhetkrr.  thty  ««# 
**  green  or  blue  coats. ^^  .Thocamfomii^'^^il 
nihtm  wifeirfeltiali&df'tha'gi^  dffiicfsidf  the 

'  It  iHB  net  okij  far  thee  IbiimUtic*  of  t^«'la>Ar, 
0|rfh  liw  iif<]^tK!tta  nlF  di»  cooFt;  tbab  a  bapfift^ 
ionF  uffi]terit&  itidi^^yedt;  Tke  yutiuit^  no 
l«6  HfSA  tif*  (blttift,  t)Ht>ksi  ]t>  uiiwofth^  of 

iWik^  t4v»fti^  «&  ^tibitfiAMFi.    11i«  Very 

-<*^ftty'ifi  VHh^  ^6*tf  fortij^rt  rSkiHteri^^  Ate 
•«^,  at  6tft^  jpfcrfSri,  d<rtn*§*  Itffi)  <tW  «tt«*^ 

wXfi  fit  wMW  ^'  uttf  sttite  tMMf. 

'    M  a  pfd&t  of  the^  ioiltidrtipt*  M  i¥M6h  Hlo 

iTitfks  ftbia-iHt  Ibrgigh^i  itid  «^eir  ftei^ii*. 


>         Vs       I 


!   ,  '14  ihaU 


(hail  mention  one  or  two  aibcdoteSy  of  which 
I  myfelf  was  a  witnei^,  • 

A  Turkiih  priibner  of  ^  Ochokbf,  nKctin.^ 
at  Cherfbn.  where  he  .had  libdrty.  to  walk, 
about  the  town  without  i^ftrimt/a  :RuiSaa 
officer  on  a  narrow  pavement  where  xittly 
one  perfbn  coidd  j^,  and  the  ifa^ts  hcitng 
exceedingly  dirty  .'(over,  the  fhoes)  when  h^ 
was  within'  a  few  yards  of  him,  iheTuA, 
as  if  he  had  .been  in  the  ftreets  of  QonfisMi^ 
tindple,  made  a  fign  with,hia  band  to- the 
officer  to  deicend  from  the  pavanent^  into 
'the  dirt  This  appeared  to  the  officer  £9 
exceedingly  ridiculaus,  that  he  harft  out  into 
a  fit  of  laughter,  \ipon  which  the  Turk 
abuied  him  in  dbe  grofleft  language,  fuch  a$ 
is  ufed  to  infidels  in  Turkey^  and  ftill  infifted 
S)n  thc<jfficer*s  going  out  of  his  w^y  \  |iQ,^aot 
bein^  a  violent  tov^^  oiUy  beckoned  to  a  ibl,- 
dier,  who  pufh^d  him  headlong  off!  the  pava- 
jixent ;  to  this  the  Turk  fuhmitted  witti 
(ilent  refignatipn ;  but,  unluckily  for  him,  it 
was  near  the  houfe  of  the  governor,  who 
^had  feen  and  heard  the ,  whole;;:  hc^^eprr* 
.mafided  the  fellow  fpr  hi^^  indolence,  and  wttt 
;threateQe4.  wi^h  the  iaxne  treatfnent  ap  thi^ 
Ruffian  prisoners  endure  at  Conftantihople, 
TheTut^^^ahfwcrwas,  ^TAey:areM)ldtfs^6ia 
^^  I  am  a  Mabotnedaru^^  This.procure4  him  a 
•-  goo4 


good .  drubbing,  but  he  all  the  while  hoi- 
lowfed^ut,  that  it  was  Bot  lawful  to  ftrike  a 
ni\^[iyipa£b;  and  a?  icon  as  he  was  fet  at 
iibwty*.  h€  we;it;  away  fwearing:  ycngeanco 
agfiinit  the  ddt  ipf^jiel  h^  ;(houl4  meet  whcti 
be;g0t:l)acfc  to  Turkey.  .  .  ^ 
..  Soiheiof  the  Turkiih  prifoners^  who  were 
fiived  from  the  futy  of  the  Rviffian  fblditrs  at 
the  fterming  bf  Ochak(?f,  were  put  the  next 
day,;out  of  comp^^ypxh  promifcypMfly,  into  a 
wj^Lua  fubterraneous  rgom  among  the .  Rui^ 
iiaa  w^itindecL.  JWhen  afterwards  an  officer 
caiQe  to  renaoipe  theni^^'apd  diftribute  them 
Ip  4iff&rent  parts^  fome  Turks  ^  flood  up, 
latid  wid^  an  authpritetiye  voice  objeded  tp 
the  cpn^pany  .being  feparated,  except  in  fuch 
parties  as  they  di6lated«  Had  their  langyu^e 
heeQ;tbat  of  entreaty  thoy  would  have  beea 
lift^oed  tOi  for  they  wajowted  to  put  reJqtions 
Qod  gdquaintances  jtogetheft  .  Nothing,  cer^ 
tainily  r  is ;  naore  cruel  %l\dn  in  fuch  cijicum^ 
Hsfi^p^tQ  i«p!ara^/riei^s^.aB4  Tejau  whea 
it  *caa ;  he  avoided^  Prince  Potemkin*  who 
was  p  ypTj  huiQahe^man,  had  prjiere(|  ex- 
prffsly  to>^jlleyiat;e  ^ip[  this  r^^p£l  the  «hard . 
deftiiiy;  of  tjie  f^ptw^v  They  were  re- 
jBindeil^f  th^ir,  own  i^-vage  conauft  pp.jSaii* 
lar  QtjcajSoaSjj  wKiere ,  wiye^s  and  dau^jter^ 
were  Separated  from-h^ftjands  and  fathefs^  an4 

Itfyff.Q^^xynic  th?y  wei^  treated*  '  Tie  an- 
=  ;  fwer 


«ertl  6f  d)&' womeA  &i^  eo  jtktf  "f trfkiv  ^  hvk 
^iHat^  io  mtHty  mtly  Aey  ate  tmikt^t 
^fi&u;"  In  the  two  Et^  udoi&ff^ffy  e^^tuM 
fbe  hint  ftdckfft  of  tlktUt  ftfetk^ty  i»  flM 
men  had  done,  but  the  teiaiakvSir  e)f  tUS»  ibl^ 
ieQat  is  Abt  uMchsf »^M^k;  of  Ttff IdOr  if^o. 
Ifi^  m  g^rtieral. 

f  have  dft^n  ht&x  ferplrif^»  «i  dk^^rtut 
«3fefefft)et«e9  «f  fh6  tftxi(|f^,.  ^od  Yrdiff  ddlil:> 
f^nt  chffeif  t(  f^c^U^  tcf  tOdtatvd  ttt<^<l«  iif 
^(1^  thS  f^me  M/6rdtt  fir  e^imHlpl»t-  «^^ 
Ttirl^  #i)f  t<A)t  yob,-  vii^jr  ^r  ^tHId^,  ik  Bct-^ 
giiid^  or  BsgAad,  €^t  they  gdimi^  the  eitf^ 
^rehf  m  ^re'r  tnd  6f  the  fabri  ^kcf  WM 

lame^ 

'  7iieenei^«^if)6fidfinind,rocdi«fnteiifl«M^ 
ifksy  ih^ei  t^6i«  ^  once  fi^ilJlii^M 
[mcriAed  to  he^  up;  agigfaft  ^  <g<fi 
adv^Hcii  #itti  ^ant  ftKde#  ag^6i<ft 

^re&eftte,-^6d%^  ^d-^^edSfifo^a^  dl^ 
07^  Ibt^idt  ^6  tlilM^  tS^  g^^lddi  T«ffil 

^fefH:  iky  pieir^decr  litt^  th£  Hu0)a.iifij[HH(). 
Jtffl  ^1  cmef  Gdfiiljteiiiiopf^  «tfo\jgK  «ettfi^ 
f^  pie,'  kW  ter  bd  pjine^  iM  bf  ita  iU^ 
B^t  prd^hecf,  ind  the  ^itlt  Bm  tit  ft 

♦  ^oergjr. 


j^MVffff  that  they  look  to  the  A£atic  ihore  as 
A  iecure  r6(r^  from  the  fury  of  the  coxk 

.  le  |b$m^  i  ki^4  o^  morsel  paraidoxi  that 
the  iafno  peo|>l^,  whcf  ara  thus  averfe  to  tak^ 
Sig  the  necefi&ry  predauti^Hl^  againfl  evils  of 
fmh  .magnitUide^  ihpuld  ni^vertheleis  bear 
them^  when  they  arrive,'  with  ^  fortitude  aivl 
fdj^aatipii  bordering .  upon  apathy.  The 
C9uid  of  this  extraordinary  cpndu6l,  is  to  ba 
^u<k1  III  the  predeftifiariaa  dogmas  of  their 
•F^igkbEi  op^r^ing  i^M)n  tl^ir  ridnds^  diipote4 
)f(jl  baJbitual  ina6l&yJ3ty  ^nd  incejpraQt  ei^ixipies 
i^  %h?  kiiiability  of  fortufia  uiider  their  de<« 
%^^s  govisrntiiei)t^  tp  ticqay^fcf  \n  whaf 
iff^i^  poi  be  t]^  will  of  providence^  At| 
iafbiice  wht^h  occurred  to  m$  is  too  f€w 
Hmrloii^  nM:  to  deifrve  o^tke^  .; 
;  Xkp  ^iVirkii)!  won>eti:  tni  phildrcn  (ift 
]»Vti!ttlt;ter  ^ybobt  4€k>)  Mirbp  W0re  hroo^^t  qi4 
(ftf  Oefa0&^'  when  tliie;<^y  w^s  takex^  tp  tJM 
htzu^isfiaajst^H  (if  the  HufiifiQ^iay^  were  jjuk 
aU  t<)g6|her  thf  fir  ft  iiight  under  a  t^utt     Nq 

llim^  ao€<tncti^aCi9n6<pl^ldi  under  (he  pre£f 
lurir  ii^  th«fi3^iivii|nftfuiqe^  be  made  for  then^ 
theiigh  it  fioiai  e9&:(aie^^]^y :  harilp  and  ^they 
ftiffek^i  df^edfiilly  fr^n^*  ooM  smd  nakedneisi^ 
9fiid  ikiftey  £^WBi  W9l^}4s(>:  As^  i  %ake  Tur^n 
ifii,  I  had  the.  guard  of:  ^1  poA|  an4  thf  fa* 
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fervfed  that  there  reigned  a  perfeft  filetice 
among  them,  not  one  woman  weeping  or 
lamenting,  at  leaft  loudly,  though  every  one, 
perhaps,  had  loft  a  parent,  a  child,  or  z  huf- 
band.  -  They  fpoke  with  a  calm  and  firm 
[voice,  and  anfvi'ered  the  queftions  I  put  to 
them  apparently  without  agitation.  I  was 
aftoriilhed,  and  knew?  ©ot  whether  to  impute 
it  to  infenfibility,  to  the  habit  of  feeing  and 
hearmg  of  great  viciflitudes  of  fortune^  or  to 
a  patience  and  refignation  inculcated  by  thcif 
religion ;  and  at  this  day  I  ^m  equally  uo-^ 
able  to  account  for  it.  One  woman  iate  m 
a  filent  but  remarkably  mel^choly  pofture,* 
infomuch  that  I  was  induced  to  offer  her 
forae  confblaticn.  I  aiked  her  why  (he  did 
not  take  courage,  and  bear  misfortunes  like  a 
mufelman,  as  her  companions  did  i  She  anw 
fwered  in  thefe  ftriking  words,  ^^iJiaveJetn 
^  tnyfaUm^  my  hujband^  and  my  ciildren  killed^ 
"  /  have  onfy  one  \hitdleft:^  •  V  Where  is^ 
^  it  ?••  I  aiked  her  with  jprecipitation.  HeftPK 
fhe  calmly  faid,  and  pointed  to -a  child  by^ 
hfer  fide,  which  Had  juft  expired*  I  aftd  thofe' 
with  me  burft  inte  tears,  biu:^  did  Rdt 
weep  at  all.  L  took  that  m^t  into  my* 
warm  fiibterrahean  room  as  miny  of  thcfe- 
fiiiferable  women  and  childref^  wounded-  and 
periihing  with  cdid^  as  it  would.dwitain ;  they 
ftaid  ^vith  nde  twelve  "days,  dtiring  all  which: 
^  "''  •  Xxvm 
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time  none  of  them  either  complained  aloud^ 
or  fliowed  any  figns  of  eXceffive  internal  grief, 
but  each  told  me  her  ftory.(both  old  and 
young  women)  as  of  an  indifferent  perfon, 
[without  exclamation,  without  fighs,  without 
tears. 

Patriptifm  and  public  fpirit  are  not  to  be 
fought  for  ill  the  Turkifh  charafter.  It  is  a 
fpirit  of  oftentation  and  fupcrftition  which 
has  led  to  the  foundation  of  fo  many  mofqiies, 
colleges,  and  caravanfaries,  and  in  tbofe  who 
have  lefler  means,  to  the  erection  of  nume-* 
,rous  praying  places  for  the  ufib  of  travellers^ 
c^Xif^A  namaS'ghiahj  which  point  out  the  di- 
re6lion  of  Mecca,,  as  -well  as  of  fountains,  ia 
.  the  public  *pads  and  ftrcets. ; 

Having  viewed  the  effeds  of  the  Religion 
^itfelf  on  the  manners  of  the  different  ranks, 
it  jrtimains  only  to  make  fbme  obfervations  on 
•the;  teachers  of  that  religion,  elpecially  as, 
combinii^  in  Turkey  the  offices  of  prieft 
and  law^yer,  they  form  a  body  of  fo  much 
importance  in  the  ftate. 

The  ioftitutions  of  the  clerjgy  cannot  but 
have  great  inihience  on  the  .manners  of  a 
natioHr  and  .thi§  influence  is  fo  much  the 
.greater, .  by  h6w  much  the  foperftition  on 
which  it  is.fo^nded  is  ftupidly  grofi  andiuni- 
verfaUy  prevalefat.  In  Turkeys  their  political 
j)ower,  it  h?i&  been  fcen,  is  fiindy.  rooted ;  nor 
vo  '      '     have 


M4      .    ^^i^ffMn  m 

iifty^tH^  omitted  an^  xii^Ui^iif  perp^fua^f 
iU  "f^hkh  ^dxlU  he  impd^  oil  f ht  igammcp 
l^fhtpctf^i  To/0imdimifi}Ui06^at^ 
lliem  witii  tr^dfiiriea/is  held  ^  faft^e  of  th^ 
mod:  merkigf  ious  SM>rk%  isf  a  i£iti£elnifln ;  and 
further  proviiioii  is  made  for  the  educfttioil 
of  yjoudi  lidlined  to  th^  fbrvice  of  ireligioil 
AQid  iawy  by  the  cAabHihment  oimdnffif  ^ 
£cfiege9^ 

Tliele  ine^redas  ere  «i^K^Iy  endewed^  a^ 
^e  time  of  foufWlkig  a  fBofque^  fer  th^  m^ 
^ru^ion  6f  youth  ki  the  ekiitefite  ^fek&ee* 
They  feave  fr^fejf^rs^  and  tfeey  f  (%^€r  dc^^ees^ 
^lom  ihe  fokiaof  ftudent  to  <|)e  mudetru  at 
Itfi^cipie  of  a  cotiegei  but  'm  f^  this  is  a  merj^ 
parade  of  terms*  Children  ^re  admitted  J&^dtiH 
Ae.mehefis  or  common  fcfiodk,  vi^re  &ev 
^eara  their  alpha^et^  td  Seminaries  ^hidi^ 
far  fi>oi&  retefnfbling  4he  eelUges  €if  £atoa 
^  yMtrnv^QT)  0iudh  Iks  of  O^rd  «r 
iCaoq^ridge^  are  IcarC^y  #q<ual  to  ^he  4c)we^ 
fif  cmr  village  icho^ls.  A  profe^r^  £or  4lie 
mofl  part  ignorant  of  4^e  Sdk  priadpM  ^ 
foi'enktx,,  ibp^nteiids  th^  Indnifiioa ;  aad  it 
is  dSuppflfi^to  Ik  n^Oeilary  £»*  the  rx^^mhtfosi 
$)f  the  jsir^  to  ^  through  a&  ^^  ^iicis^ 
ificr  degraes  ^  bifide^  l>oi^  in  4Aie  (SLdil^^  a^ 
i^  ithe  Jbighi^*  4^&pi$t2tiaits^  Miieh  ^adudU^ 
ilead  to  1^^  ik^ucm  of  mu^  or  higl^»pcie£b 
7|it^  4dgjrd^  are  y^/&te  ^w  ^deat^>«iai(0^ 


^  $m^^  ¥^  cp%ge»  «#-?»«■  i^^*^s.i*e- 

ianel  aflerts,  that  the  pontificate  has  becQmi 

bWt  ,«li^;e  ,^jgt  \nQ  .4P¥4ie?i  ^j^K^ti  c^  ,pfp? 
»B##  9»Ue^  ;gieat ;  it.ip  Jtiwe.lthc|re  arc  41 
^  ')»*$>  fe?^  Ji^y  j?9eaa5 .  <>f  #at^  ^ 
fepac  -^  the  ^re^t  offices  <^  \l^  -^0^  JH 
ti»gir  J^MPWHcs  f»r  twp^r  ,tl^«ee  jjpnft^tijjjjjy 

fiJ*%  XW  Pactojjejs  :0f ,it  §re  ^^  ^^  j^ 

«%P  ?^  :#Qc§Et  rS^Bcc^  of  -Jtjje  iporte,  .>»{)ieh 
iw*r^t  las^-  ^f>riis  k  9p^{^hfijfo|i^,q(f.!tli[? 

tfteoi^;Pbe,^nler  4fiW  tjhy»t  cpi;f^,})j  ^jr^^r 

fSi^tim  -ofteii  gf^t  th^iF  inel^a^<jn?  i^ntp  .the  jiE- 
iB[^9,;J»a^ettie.:^i>^h?i}ita*^ce  %  their ,%x)}|iji^ 

after  il^«ir  4^^,  frf  wl>at  t^  4iaYe  igivg< 
^mk  m  i^  jlife-.ti^s,. , 
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In  the  eollegesi  indeed,  there  is  a  pdm|>6tl9 
detail  cf  fcicnces,  which  are  profcffed-  to  be 
taught,  bnt  which  fcarcely  any  one  tinder-*^ 
iiands.  The  pupils  arc  few ;  thofc  of  die? 
law  have  tht  greateft  pretenfion  to  learnings 
but  eveii  they  arc  grofsly  ignorant.-  •  In  theif 
Kbraries,  indeed,  exift  fome  valuable  books. 
But  they  are  uiinoticed,  except  perhaps  now 
and  theii  by  a  inan  of  a  fingularfy  ftudiousr 
turn..'  -       •  ^   •'•:-•  ,  ' .  »      •  '    -:  .  .^  . 

*  As  to  theparticulaf  fciehdei,  their  Jurifr 
j)rudence'*  and  theology  confifts  only  of  com- 
ihentaries  on  the  Koran ;  their  afti^ohomy  i^ 
iiftrolo^,  ^d  their  chemiftry  -akhemy ;  of 
the'Riftoryand  geography  of  other  cotnitries 
they  are '  pcrfefily  "^ ignorant^  Metaphyfics^ 
rhetoric,  and  grammar,  are  indeed  taught^ 
but  iibt  upon  rational  principlesr.  It  is  fcarcely 
poflible  ^  for  an  European  not  to  over-rate 
thei^  learning;  by  reading  thefe  details  of  in- 
ftitutibns,  and  the  hames  of  fcienees  taught. 

*  Were  I,  iii  fliort,  to  defcribe  the  leaf  riing 
of  a  mufti,  a  kadi,  or  other  regularly  edu- 
cated main  of  the  lawj  in  terms  <sorreippnd- 
irig  to  his  inawledge,  when  compared  with 
fe'nglifK  literature,  the  pi6lure  wowld  be  nearly 
"as  foHo%?v^  :  hte  has,  perhiaps,  read  the  Bible; 
•and  learht  enqiigh  of  Greek  to  conftrue  the 
<}reek^Teftament,  withocit,  however,  know- 
iiig  the  grammar  of  the-  language,  of  beipg 

abte 
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able  to  read  the  other  authors^    He  has  not* 
learnt  Latin,  or  puriued  any  clailical  ftudies  ;< 
but  iias  merely  .confulted  ibme  old  commen*!-. 
tarieis  on  feleft  parts  of  the  fcriptures,  and  id 
either  a  thorough  deipifer  of  religion  alto*  -• 
gether,  or  a  bigotted  enemy  to  fjeedom  of. 
enquiry  refpe6ling  any  of  its  articles*     Be* 
fides  theft,  he  has  probably  met  with  tales 
of  ghofts,  genii,  and  the  like,  all  which  he. 
implicitly  believes;   he  has  met  with  ibme. 
old  fabulous  hiiiorian,  like  Geoffrey  of  Moix- 
mouth j  to  whom  alio  be  gives  credit;  and  as- 
well  in  hiflory,  as  in  every  other  fcienccybe-* 
lieves  ^11  the  abfurdities  which  the  peo^e  ai . 
large  repeiye,  and  which  I  fhall  hereafter  de-. 
lineate*    .  '  .  .  .    ,        .    ..;. 

Ojf  aionks,  that  exifl    in    Turkey,  thfr. 
gi;eat  line  of  divifion  is  in^o  thofe  who  refide. 
in  mpnafteries  and  thofe  who  have  no  iixedi 
habitation  ;  the  former,  called  mewliahs^  tb€ 
latter  kehtachis^  and  each  divided  into  diffe- 
rent orders,,  with  their  peculiar  cufloms  and 
laws.  The  me wliahs  are  chiefly  diflingui$hedi 
by  the  different  ceremonies  which  they  per-, 
form,  ibme  hp^ftttg;  until    they  i^it .  blood . 
with  the  great  esKerircg}.s  of  their  iungs^  and 
^tiws  tiirning  round  to  the  found  of  mufic 
Utt^  they  becQijne  delidoua  with  the  motion, 
Somejierform.hocus-pocus  tricks  with  knives, . 
hotiri)ns,'  &Ci= 


.  Of  the  bektt^s^  forat  atuch  thera&lves 
tpr  the  iiervice  of  the  paihas^  fbme  to  thfe  diiie« 
MDt  artas  or  companies  of  jani^&aries,  and 
fomc  are  mere  ftroUers^  denominated  jhehhs 
(or  iaiKlons),  who  pretend  to  miracles,  pro- 
j^cies^  &c.  and,  roaming  about  the  coun^ 
try>  commk  the  greateft  enormities  tinder  the 
doak  of  religion.     Thefe  Jhehhs  are  more 
higMy  efteemed  in  Afia  than  in  Europe,  and 
moft  of  aU  in  Egypt.     They  pretend  to  be 
inipired,  or  frantic,  and  in  thofe  circumftances 
they  feisQ^on  any  woman  in  the  ftreets  in  Egypt, 
and  oblige  her  to  iuWnit  to  their  embraces  ; 
indeed  they  never  make  any  opposition*  The 
people  cover  the  couple  with  mats  for  the 
iake  of  decency,  and  this  cohduft  is  looked 
on  with  reverence  ;  the  woman,  fo  far  from 
being  diflionoured,  is  complimented  on .  the 
oiccafion,  and  even  by  her  hufband.  In  Con- 
ftantinople  this  would  not  be  permitted ;  the 
ftchh  would  be  privately  put  to  death  ;   but 
they  flcver  are  feized  with  thefe  fiienziesin 
Europe  ;  the  utmoft  liberties  they  take  there 
is  to  feigii  madnefs,   and  madmen  (if  they 
are  not '  &  bad  as  to  be  obliged  to  be  con- 
fined) are  confidered  as  holy  and  inipired; 
in  this  ftate  they  often  tell  the  truth  with 
great  freedom  to  the  vizir,  and  fometimes 
even  to  the  lultanj  but  as  there  is  ftill  fome 
ri(k  in  that,  they, generally  confine  their  li- 
berties 
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bejTtks  to  thofe  who  have .  leii  (]iower  drrer 
their  heads* 

To  ihow  what  regard  is  {yaid  to  tnadmen  in 
Turkey,  \  will  relate  a  cifcutnftaiicd  which 
happened  at  Aleppo  while  I  was  in  that  city^ 
A  young  Dutchman   of  the  name  of  Van 
Kerckhem   ran  into   a  public  bath,  while 
Women  were- bathing;  and  after  flopping  art 
i&ilant,  rati  out  again,  hoping  to  eicape  be«» 
fore  an  alarm  was  given  ;  but  the  women's 
Ihrieks  were  fo  loud  that  they  were  heard  in 
tlie    neighbouring     houfes }   foverftl    Turks 
came  out  itato  the  ftreet,  and  ftopping  the 
young  man,  drew  their  daggers  to  Aab  hitti. 
Luckily  there  was  a  prudent  man  with  whom 
be  had  been  walking,  ilanding  in  the  (Ireer^ 
who  afFafting  a  fit   of  laughter^   told  thc^ 
Turks  that  he  was  a  madman.   *i  He  fhould 
"  be  confined  in  a  mad^houfe,*'  they  replied^ 
"  I  was  carrying  him  to  a  mad-houfe,  and  beg 
"  you  to  aflift  me,"  he  anfwered.     No  othar 
anfwer  could  have  appealed  the  Turks  aj^d 
the  women,  and  have  faved  the  young  m»& 
&dm  inilant  death*  *  One  of  the  Turks  ai^ 
iifted  in   conducing    him  to  the  ConHsr^ 
houfe. 

The  toleration  of  the  MahotMdam  ha^ 
been  much  vaunted.  Hifl^of i^il$  have  &id  % 
"  fht  prudent  policy  <f  the.  Mah6rMdaHs,  th& 
only  enthujlafli  that  evtr  united  thtfprit  6f  tct^ 

k'2  leratifm 
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kration  wit  A  the  zed  for  making  proptyies^ 
offered  the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  they' 
conquered^  their  religion  and  laws  on  conUi-^ 
tion  that  they  paid  the  efiablijhed  capitation ; 
andfuch  as  embraced  the  religion  of  the  con- 
querors were  entitled  to  all  their  privileges^- 
tic^^  A  fimple  ftacement  of  their  condu6l, 
as  it  appears  proved  by  hiftorical  fads,  will 
(how  whether  their  religion  is  tolerant  or 
intolerant. 

'  They  pretend  to  the  right  of  fbvereignty 
over  the  whole  earth,  and  to  convert  man- 
kind to  their  religion. 

.  Regardlefs  of  treaties,  oaths,  and  all  other 
obligations,  without  provocation  they  attack 
^very  country,  when  they  fee  a  proiped  of 
fuccefs. 

:  When  they  Jiave  conquered,  they  put  to 
death  all  ages,  ranks,  and  fex;  or  they  ipare  a 
few,  who  are  reduced  to  a  ilate  of  flavery,  and 
annually  obliged  to  ranibm  their  lives ;  they 
are  deprived  of  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the 
country  they  Were  born  in ;  their  property  is 
taken  from  them ;  they  are  marked  with  in* 
famy,  are  debarred  all  friendly  intcrcourle 
with  the  conquerors,  and  are  continually  per- 
&cuted  and  maltreated  if  they  do  not  deny 
their  God-  Mid  become  apoflate» ;  their  chil- 
dren, are  brought  up  in  the  Mahomedan  faiths 
and  made  to  fight  againft  their  fathers  and 
:  •>  their 
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their  fathers  religion ;  for  many  imaginary 
or  real  crimes,  fbme  of  which,  in  Mahome* 
dans,  are  not  punifhable  at  all,  they  have,  the 
option  only  of  death  or  apoftacy. 

M  prefent,  however,  they  do  not  tsike 
children  born  in  the  country  from  their  pa- 
rents, to  recruit  the  corps  of  janizaries.  This 
cuftom  ceafed,  when  the  foltans  wiihed  to 
weaken  that  militia. 

To  cut  off  all  the  Chriftians  in  the  empire, 
who  will  not  embrace  Mahonxedanifin,  has 
frequently  been  the  fubjedl  of  ferious  difcuf* 
fion  at  the  porte.  Every  honour  and  advan* 
tage  is  offered  to  thofe  who  change  their 
religion,  and  every  Ipecies  of  mifery  and 
humiliation  attends  them  and  their  pofterity 
who  do  not.    Is  this  toleration  ? 


^ 
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CHAPTER  V. 

« 

An  MijlBrical  View  of  the  Turkijh  P^wer. 

IN  the  detpil  of  caufes  which  modify  the 
charafter  of  nations,  it  will  frequently 
be  found  neceflary  to  trace  bacj?:  the  pages 
pf  hiftoryj  aiid  puffue  the  chain  of  events 
through  fucceffive  ages,  prefei^tihg  thofe  ftril?^- 
jng  events,  whofe  operations  cpr)tini|e  wli^n 
%\i^\x  records  are  fcarcely  fo  be  found*. 

If  the  Ottoman  empire  is  .ftill  yaft  and 
^xtenfive ;  if  it  ftill  attraft  the  fe^r  or  the 
admiration  of  its  neighbours,  and  fwell  with 
ftupid  vanity  its  fubjeds,  thefe  efFefts  are  not 
Hirely  to  be  attributed  to  the  wifdom  of  its 
counfels,  or  to  the  valour  oi  its  forces,  as 
they  now  exift,  but  arife  from  the  Iplendor 
of  its  former  exploits,  and  the  merited  celc* 
brity  of  its  ancient  chara6ler.  It  is  true  that 
thefe  exploits  were  dilgraced  by  perfidy  and 
treachery,  and  ftained  by  violence  and  ra- 
pine ;  and  while  their  crimes  exhibited  an 
energy  in  purfuit,  and  a  brilliancy  in  luccefs, 
the  claim  of  tlie  Turks  to  national  pre-emi- 
nenee  flood  undifputed ;  but  in  the  ener- 
vating lap  of  floth,  thQ  ferocious  conqueror 

-   -  has 
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hasrdegenerated  into  a  torpid  barbarian,  whofe 
only  marks  of  former  prowefs  are  to  be  traced 
in  the  iniblence  of  his  prefent  demeanoi^r,  and 
the  fallen  affectation  of  his  faiKied  dignity. 

The  Ottoman  power  an^  name  originated 
in  Othman  (according  to  the  Arabic  pronun- 
ciation, or  Ofman  according  to  the  Perfian)r 
who,  about  the  year  1300,  ailumed  the  title 
offultany  and  eftablifhed  his  empire  at  Prufa 
in  Bithynia :  but  in  order  to  take  a  view  o£ 
the  progrefe  of  the  Turks,  we  muft  ti^acc 
their  hiftory  ftill  higher  up,  and  confider  not 
only  their  own  origin,  but  that  of  the  Sara*- 
cen  kalifs,  whom  they  fupplanted. 

The  vaft  extent  of  continent,  which,  fpread^ 
ing  from  the  eaftern  parts  of  Europe  ancf 
the  north  of  Africa,  comprehends  the  greater 
part  of  Afia,  has  been  the  Iburce  of  niany 
populous  nations,  and  the  feat  of  many  ex-* 
tenfive  empires,  which  have  arifen  with  at 
rapidity  only  to  fall  as  quickly  into  ruinrf.  Id 
the  early  hiftory  of  thefe  countries,  new  ir- 
ruptions and  new  conquerors  continually  iuc-i 
ceeded  each  other,  and  the  power  of  found- 
ing an  empire  feems  feldom  to  have  beert 
attended  with  the  (kill  requifite  for  maia- 
taining  it^  Some,  howevefr,  among  the  nu- 
merous hordes  which  then  fucceffively  pre-* 
vailed,  arofe  to  a  greater  height,  and  efta-^ 
blilhed  a  mprc  lafting  name  than!  <ytherd; 

1^4  The 
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The  difierent  branches  of  Tartars  (or  Ta« 
tars)  from  the  norths  and  the  Arabians  from 
the  fbuthf  carried  their  arms  over  extenfivo 
regions,  and  founded  great  and  permanent 
empires. 

It  will  not  here  be  requifite  to  follow  the 
vi^pripus  prophet  Mahomed,  who,  by  the 
fafcination  of  his  religion,  as  much  as  by  the 
terror  of  his  fword,  {ubjefted  fo  many  na-r. 
tions;  fuffice  it  to  fay,  that  his  empire,  fo 
founded,  was,  within  200  years  after  his 
<Jeath,  extended  by  his  fucceflbrs,  the  kalifs 
or  commanders  of  the  faithful,  over  the  north 
of  Africa  and  great  part  of  Afia :  befidip^ 
l^hich  they  had  made  great  progrefs  in  the 
fcuth  of  Europe,  having  overrun  almoft  ^1 
Spain^  and  entered  Sicily,  Italy,  and  France, 
'J'he  feat  of  their  goveirunent  was  efla- 
blifhed  at  Bagdad,  whence  ifTued  the  man-t 
^ates  of  their  ipiritual  defpotifin  over  this 
yride  extent  of  territory ;  but  as  an  empire 
fo  haflily  raifed,  and  fo  unconne6ied  in  its 
parts,  was,  not  eaiily  held  togi^ther,  and  as 
the  commander  of  the  faithful  with  the  in- 
creafe  of  power  acquired  alfo  habits  of  luxury 
ill  adapted  to  th?  art  of  governing,  their 
power  wa?  foon  deflined  tp  fall  under  the 
fword  of  more  hardy  competitors. 

$uch  competitors  were  found  in  the  Tartar 

(more  properly  Tatar)   natipns,  by  whom 

'     '  they 
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^ey  were  fiirrounded.  The  moft  ancient  re*- 
ixjrdsofthis  part  of  the  world  defcribe  the 
Scythian  or  Tatar  tribes  as  the  invaders  of 
their  lefs  ferocious  neighbours.  Their  name 
has  been  vgry  generally  applied  to  the  inha- 
bi^its  of  thofe  yaft  defer ts  and  mountains 
fpreadipg  from  China  to  the  Danube,  and 
who,  whether  of  iimilar  or  different  origin, 
have ,  at  various  times  poured  out  their 
fwarms  on  all  the  iurroupdlng  countries, 
Thtf  Turkmans,  or  Turks,  were  a  tribe  of 
thefe  Tatars,  whofe  original  feat  was  beyond 
the  Caibian  fea,  from  whence,  incited  by  the 
4efire  of  plunder,  they  descended  about  the 
year  800,  and  feized  upon  Armenia,  from 
them  called  Turcoraapia, 

At  this  time  the  Perfian  empire  was  ruled 
by  governors,  who  were  nominally  lubjeft  to 
jhe  Saracen  kalifs,  but  Mahmud,  the  Gaz- 
iievide,  one  of  thefe  governors,  having  ex- 
tended his  empire  ^  from  Tranfoxiana  to  If- 
pahan,  and  from  the  Cafpian  fea  to  the  In- 
dus, was  invefted  by  the  kalif  with  the  ' 
title  of  fiiltan,  Upon  the  fucceffioij  of  his 
fon  Maffiid  f  to  this  dignity,  a  body  of  Turks 
under  Tongrul  Beg  (known  in  ibme  of  our 
hiftories  by  the  name  of  Tangrolipix)  either 
jnvited  by  the  Perfians  as  auxiliaries,  or  at* 

f 
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tacking  them  as  invaders  (for  the  hiftorical 
accounts  differ)  obtained  pdTeffion  of  that 
kingdom.     It  is  fuppofed  to  be   about  this 
time  that  the  Turks  embraced  the  religion  of 
Mahomed^  and  the  io/j^' having  called  them 
to  his  affiftance  againft  the  rebellious  emhs^ 
conftituted  the  viftorious  Tongrul  temporal 
lieutenant  (^  the  commander  of  the  faithful<^. 
From  this  dignity  the  ftep  was  fliort  to  the 
attainment  of  the  whole  power  of  the  ka* 
lifat,  to  which  a  defcendant  of  Gengis-khan 
.finally  put  an  end,  in  the  perfbn  of  the  kalif 
Muftazem  -)-. 

Meanwhile  new  opjx>nents  were  rifing  ^ 
^aeainft  the  Turks,  who,  Icarce  fettled  in  their 
new  conquefts,  were  obliged  to  yield  them 
to  frefh  hordes  of  invaders.  The  more 
n9rthern  Tatars  preffing  upon  the  Turks, 
as  one  fwarm  of  thole  barbarians  inceflantly 
protruded  another,  harafied  them  in  their 
newly  acquired  Perlian  empire,  and  finally 
obliged  them  to  relinquifh  it  in  purfiiit  of 
frefh  conquefts  to  the  fouth,.  It  was  about 
the  year  1200  that  the  Turks  yielded  the 
kingdom  of  Perfia  to  the  Tatars ;  but  pre* 
vioufly  to.  this  they  had  themfelves  extended 
their  arms  over  the  greater  part  of  Afia 
Minor,  whither  they  how  retreated^  and  fixed 
the  feat  of  their  empire  at  Iconium,"  in  Ci- 

licia, 
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licia,  fince  Karnmania.  Here  too  they  were 
prefled  by  the  Tatars,  and  it  was  at  this 
time  that  the  European  mania  of  the  cru* 
fades  haying  a  fecond  time  broken  out,  the 
Turks,  found  therpfelves  obliged  to  pede  the 
whole  of  Paleftine  to  the  Chriftians*.  It  was 
not  long  before  they  regained  this  country, 
taking  Jerufalem^,  and  putting  to  th^  fiver d^ 
without  diJiinSlion  or  mercy  ^  mofi^  woman^  and 
^hild.  /  ' 

The  government  which  the  celebrated  Sa* 
lah-uddin,  (or  Saladin)  had  eftabliflied,  was 
alfo  about  this  time  overthrown  by  the 
Mamluks  (who  retained  the  independent 
pofleilion  of  that  country  till  the  beginning 
of  the  1 6th  century)  and  various  other  con? 
lefts  arifing  in  the  Turkifh  empire,  it  fell 
for  a  time  into  fin'all  independent  fbvereigri*i 
ties^  and  remained  without  a  head  until  the 
rife  of  Othman,  who  firft  afluraed  the  name 
of  fultan,  and  from  whom  therefore  our  ac- 
count of  the  Ottoman  race  properly  begins* 

Before  we  proceed  to  an  hiftorical  detail 
erf  the  ajfts  of  the  *  feveral  liiltans,  I  (hall 
briefly  notice  the  caufes  of  the  former  great- 
nefs  of  the  Turks;  which  may  be  reduced 
to  the  following  heads : 

ift.  Their  conftant  thirft  after  univerfaj 

•  A.D.  I229,  t  A.D-  1234. 
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monarchy,  looking  on  the  whole  world  aa 
their  property ;  and  the  propagation  of  their 
religion,  excited  by  ipiritual  as  well  as  tenn^ 
poral  motives,  never  neglecting  to  feizc  on 
an  advantage,  as  they  were  unreftrained  by 
^ny  fcruplcs  of  injuftice,  or  of  breach  of  faith^ 
oaths,  or  trfeati«s. 

idly.  Their  concord  in  matters  of  religion 
and  ftate. 

3dly.  Their  perfbnal  courage  in  war,  ftill 
incrcafed  by  fuccefs,  and  by  the  enthufiafna 
of  religion. 

4thly.  Their  general  devotion  to  their  fo- 
yereign,  and  the  obedience  of- the  fbldiery  and 
people  to  their  fliperiors  and  commanders^ 
to  a  degree  hitherto  unknown  in  hiftory; 

5thly.  Their  ftrift  obfervance  of  their  an-  ' 
cieut  military  difcipline,  their  military  edu- 
cation, and  the  early  acquaintance  with  arms^ 
not  'of  the  fbldiery  only,  but  of  the  whole 
people." 

6thly.  Their  great  temperance,  and  con* 
fequent  health  and  vigour  of  body.    » 

7thly.  The  plunder  of  their  enemies,  the 
great  rewards  attending  extraordinary  valour, 
the  crown  of  martyrdom  waiting  for  thofe 
who  died  in  battle,  and  the  rodd  of  honour 
and  power  being  open  to  every  common 
fbldier,  who  might  hope  to  beqonje  grand 

VlZlfji 


TURKISH     ?dW»R.  i^h 

viiii^,  and  even   to-  be'  allied  to  his  fbve- 


reigu, 


8thly.  The  fevere  and  never  failing  in- 
ftantaneous  puni(hm6nt  inflifted  on  difbbc- 
dience^  difloyalty,  dilbrder,  or  cowardice.        ' 

9thly.  The  military  genius  of  their  fove** 
reigns,  who  always  were  at  the  head  <rf4heir 
armies,  and  their  power  unreftrained  either 
by  civil  or  religious  laws. 

lothly.  Their  great  relburc'es  for  recruit- 
ing their  armies,  every  Mahomedan  thinking 
himlqlf  obliged,  when  called  upon^  to  take 
the  field,  at  the  fame  time  that  they  had  a 
continual  iupply  of  troops  in  the  children  of 
their  Chriftian  captives,  whom  they  edur' 
cated  in  the  Mahomedan  religion,  and  train* 
ed  to  the  ufe  of  arms. 

Hence  it  is  very  eafy  to  account  for  the 
lyide  extent  of  their  vi^iories;  naf- ought  we 
to  be  aftoniftied,  that  they  conquered  the 
whole  dominions  of  the  Ualifs,  the  Greek 
empire,  Macedonia,  Epirus,  Peloponnefus^ 
Servia,  Bofhia,  'Bulgaria^  ISyria,  Paleftine, 
Egypt,  &c  particularly  when  we  recollect 
that  their  opponents  were  moftly  very  in- 
ferior to  them  in  all  the  requifite^  for  mill* 
tary  excellence. 

In  thofe  barbarous  ages,  when  the  Chrif^ 
tian  ftates,  governed  by  courtiers,  priefts, 

r  ■'    •  ■-     ••  .  or: 
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or.womeDy  difplaye4  ud  tnic^  c^  inteUc£lual 
energy  ;  when  their  feudal  government,  iheir 
ignorance  of  political  oeconomy,  and  their 
Wjant  of  iyflem   in   financial  and  military, 
arrangements,   rendered   them   individually 
weak  and  contemptible ;  and  when  extended 
views  of  general  politics,  of  mutual  alli- 
ances, ind  of  a  balance  of  power,  being  un- 
known, they  could  not  be  confolidated  into 
one  powerful  confederacy  ;  it  was  then  that 
the  Turks  exhibited  a  fiipcrior  brilliancy  of 
character,  and  built  up  a  mighty  and  extenfivc 
empire.    Their  civil  and  military  inftitutions* 
were  far  fuperior  to  thofe  of  their  cotempo- 
rAries ;  their  temperament  of  mind  and  body^ 
naturally  ardent,  was  infiaiAed  by  the  pre-, 
cepts  of  a  fanguinary  religion^  which  incited 
diem  to  Gonqueft  by  the  moil  flattering  pro- 
mifes  of  ienfual  gratification  ;  and  they  were 
led  againft  enemies  they  deipifed  by  chiefs 
of  fingular  fkill^  bravery,  and  ambition.    The 
Ottoman  empire,  governed  by  a  fucceffion  of 
great  men,  from  Othman  L  to  MajhnloudIV*. 
with  fcarcely  a  fingle  exception  ^  thus  obt 
tained  an  eminent  reputation,  whilft  it  widely 
extended  the  limits  of  its  territory. 

It  muft  be  owned  that  their  fame,  how-^ 

ever  great  as  conquerors,  has  never  entitled 

them  ta  any  other  homage,  has  never  ranked 

them  among  the  benefa6lora  or  inftrtiftprs  of 

S  mankind; 


I  .  • 


itumkiiid ;  they  Scarcely  deferve  even  to  be 
reckoned  among  k  the  Ipecies.  Intent  upon 
vi&oty^  tiey  kave/lffpt  at  no  means  to  pmfecute' 
their  plan  of  untverfal  monarchy ;  violating  tvny 
principle  ojjnftice  and  national  faith ;  attacking 
their  neighbours  voithout  provocation^  without 
claim^  without  even  alledging^  a  i^eafonf&f  theitc 
condu^  ;  majfacring  the  vanquijfied  without 
piiy^  or  f paring  their  lives  only  to  force  them  to 
afim^efy  the  moji  degrading ;  feizing  on  their 
'wives  and  daughters^  filUf^g  or  dijhonouring 
thefn^  regardlefs  of  the  domjiic  mifery  of  the 
unhappy  fufferers. 

We  have  feen,  in  other  countries,  particu- 
lar reigns  or  epochas  marked  with  adbns 
2B  difgraceful ;"  but  that  period  or  that  reign 
was  ever  beheld  by  the  nation  itfdf,  at  leaft 
by  the  virtuous  part  qf  it,  with  the  indignation 
itdeferved  ;  huf  here  is  a  fyjlem  ofwickednefs 
and  abomination  transferred  from  the  origin  of 
the  nation  to  its  pofterity  to  this  very  day^  con*  ^ 
firmed  by  their  religion^  and  approved  by  thofe 
'strho  callthemfehes  the  prieJisofGod.    Wheire- 
e\$er  the  Turks  have  eftablifhed  their  dotni* 
nion,  Icience  and  commerce,  the  comforts 
and  the  lyiowledge  of  mankind,  have  alike 
decayed.     Not  only  have  they  exemplifie4 
barbarifm  and  intolerance  in  their  own  con- 
duS:,  but  they  have  extinguiflied  the  flame  of- 
genixis  and  knowledge   in  others,  breaking 
'         '  and 
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mid  defacing  even  the  monuments  of  ancietiC- 
art  with  a  kind  of  favage  exultation^  and- 
proving  themfelves  the  real  icourges  of  the 
human  race* 

We  now  proceed  to  an  hiftorical  furvcy  af 
the  uAirpations  of  their  fbvereigns,  be^n« 
ning  with 

O  T  H  M  A  N  !• 

It  was  by  degrees  that  this  prince  (a  defcen^ 
dent  of  the  celebrated  Gengis-Khan)  i'educed 
under  his  fubjcftion  moft  of  the  topafchies^ 
or  petty  fbvereignties,  into  which  the  Turk-- 
man  emjpire  of  Karamania  had  fallen.  When 
he  firft  ailumed  the  title  of  iiiltan,  he  pof^. 
iefled  the  fovereignty  of  a  fmall  diftrid,  the, 
capital  of  which  was  Kara-chifar^     Here  h& 
cftabliflied  his  .government,  and,  purging  hi» 
conquefls,  took  Prufa  in  Bithynia^  and  made 
it  the  feat  of  the  Ottoman  empire  or  king«. 
dom  (for  not  till  the  taking  of  Confian^r. 
nople  did  the  iiiltans  dfume  the  title  of  mx^ 
perator)  which  now  extended  over  the  great* 
eft  part  of  Afia  Minor.     He  died  m  1328^ 
and  Was  fucceeded  by  ^      . 

ORKHAN. 

This  prince  having  taken  Nike  by  furprife^ 
and  made  (laves  of  all  its  inhabitants^^  re-^. 

moved  his  court  thither.     When  he  bad  ex- 

■   •    ■       .  "       *' 

tended 
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tended  his  conquefts  to  the  Hellefpont,  his 
ambition  and  zeal  to  propagate  Mahomedan- 
ifm  would  not  fufFer  him  to  flop  there  ;  he 
croffed  it,  and  took  GallipoH*  .  He  died  in 
1359,  having  been  a  moft  unjuft  and  inve* 
terate  enemy  to  the  Chriftians. 

AMUR  AT  I. 

Succeeded  to  his  predeccfTor^s  projedls  of 
nfurpation  of  t;he  country,  and  extirpation  of 
the  rehgion  of  the  Chriftians. . 

He  took  Adriaix)ple  in  1362,  and  made 
it  the  feat  of  his  empire,  as  moft  conveniently 
feated  to  extend  his  conquefts  on  the  Chrif^ 
tians.    Amurat,  as  has  been  before  obferved, 
formed  the  celebrated  body  of  foldiers  called 
yenilkari  or  janizaries,  which  afterwards  be- 
came the  ftrength  of  the  Turkifti  army.    He 
took  Servia,  and  its  capital  Niffa,  and  Ap- 
polonia  near  Mount  Athos.    Having  a  quar-r 
rel  with  the  fultan  of  Karamania,  he  flibdued 
his  country,  but  did  not  dethrone  him,  as  he 
was  his  fon  in  law,  but  thus  laid  the  foun- 
dation of  the  extenfive  empire  of  the  Otto- 
mans  in  Afia. 

Amurat  was  ftabbed,  in  1 390,  by  a  wounded 
Chriftian  foldier,  after  he  had  gained  a  great 
battle,  in  which  he  gave  no  pardon,  and 
fnajfacre  J  afterwards  an  incredible  number  of 
Chrijiumi^    Ever  fince  this  event,  all  Chrif- 

!•  tiaa 
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tian  ambaffadors  and  their  fuite,  admitted 
to  the  fultaa'?  prefence^  are  held  by  both 
their  arm^  by  two  chaixiberlains  during  the 
iipac  they  are  in  the  audience  rgom.  He  iub* 
dued  a  great  part  of  Thrace,  (or  Romania) 
leaving  to  the  Greek  emperor  little  -noiorc 
than  the  city  of  Conftantinople. 

BAYAZET   I. 

On  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  he  inunediafcc^ 
\y  Jir angled  his  younger  brother  Jacub.     This 
was  the  firft  inftaace  of  the  fanguinary  cuJf- 
torn,  afterwards  io  •  frequent,  of  putting  to 
death  princes  of  the  royal  blood. 
.  In  the  firft  year  of  his  reign  he  took  Cra- 
tova  in  Servia,  which  was  yielded  to  biai  oa 
condition  that  the  Chriftian  inhabitants  fliould 
depart  with  life  and  liberty ;  but  he  lent  fd- 
diers    after    them,   and    mfsniered  them    all 
without   mercy.      He    entered   into    Boihia, 
.and  brought  away  all  the  inhabitants  whom 
he  judged  ufefiil,  and  made  flaves  ^of  them. 
He  croffed  the  Danube  (the  firft  time  the 
Turks  paffed  it)  and  committed  horrid  cruel- 
ties  in  Walachia,  from  which  he  afterwards 
exaded  a  yearly  .tribute.     lie  befieged  Con- 
ftantinople twice,  and  had  nearly  taken  it ; 
but  the  great  Tamerlane  came  to  its  relief, 
and  overcame  Bayazet  in  the  greateft  battle 
that  was  ever  fought.    Being  taken  priiqncr, 

he 


he  W9?  ^t  into  wi  ir<>n  cag«  (as  he  told  Ta- 
merlane i>e  would  hav9  do^ie  by  him  had  he 
been  his  priiQnef )  againft  the  bars  of  which 
be  beat  pvjt  his  brains  in  1399.  Nature  h2^$ 
not  produced  many  moie  Cruel  and  mercilels 
tyrants,  nor  ever  a  more  inveterate  enemy 
to  Chriftians,  or  to  all  countries  he  thought 
he  coyid  conquer.  The  T^u-ks  were  uow  ar- 
rived at  the  height  of  cruelty^  treachery,  .and 
tiirft  of  ^onqueft* 

MAHOMET  I. 

Soon  after  his  accefljon  he  killed  his  bfrothers ; 
ibroe  of  them  i?ot  till  after  a  long  civil  war. 
He  regained  all  his  father  had  loft,  but  had 
Rot  ti^xe  to  augment  it  much,  as  he  died  iin 
1422. 

AMURAT  n. 

Eldeft  fon  of  Mahomet.  He  ftrangled  hi$ 
brother  Muftafa.  In  1432,  he  took  Theffa- 
lonica  (or  Salonica)  and  put  men^.  womeny 
and  children  io  the  fivord^  except  thofe  re- 
ferved  for  luft  or  hard  laboun  The  cruel-, 
ties  here  committed  cannot  be  defcribed,  any 
morQ  than  the  horrid  ravages  which  he  com- 
mitted^ in  Hungary.  He  invaded  and  fub- 
dued  Servia  (contrary  to  his  league  with  the 
prince  of  it,  his  father-in-law)  dejiraying  di 
btfm  him.    He  entered  intp  Tranfdvania, 

L  2  and 
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and  killed  men^  womeHy  and  children^  as  far  as 
he  penetrated  \  he  did  the  fame  in  Walachia, 
and  burnt  the  villages  and  towns ;  all  kincJs 
of  tortures,  and  cnieltv  in  its  moft  dreadful 
Ihape,  were  pra6lifed  on  the  Chriftians.  The 
femous  Scanderberg,  a  native  of  Epirus,  great- 
ly checked  him. 

In  1445,  Amurat  took  Peloponqefas  and  ' 
all  Greece;  he  facrificed  600  prifbners  to  the 
foul  of  his  father,  ravaged  the  country,  and 
.  deftroyed  every  thing  pleafant,  beautiful,  or 
grand,  and  repeated  his  accuftomed  cruelties. 
He  greatly  enlarged  the  Turkifli '  dominions, 
augmented  the  body  of  janizaries,  and  made 
them  more  formidable  than  they  had  been 
before.  This  cruet  tyrant  and  invader  of 
Chriftian  ftates  died  of  age,  and  grief  at  his 
ill  fuccefs  againft .  Scanderberg,  in  Auguft 
1450;  he  was,  however,  more  faithful  in 
obferving  treaties  than  any  of  his  predecef* 
fdrs,  or  even  than  his  openent  the  King  of 
Hungary ;  but  he  never  made  treaties  but  in 
diftrefs,  and  when  he  defpaired  of  conquer-* 


mg. 
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The  greateft  warrior  of  all  the  Turk'ifh  fill- 
tans,  and  the  moft  cru'^l  tyrant  that  ever  fate  dn 
the  throne  of  the  Ottomans,  or  on  any  other 
throne.     Mahomet  IL  eldeft  jfon  of  the  late 

Amurat, 
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Amurat,  began  his  infamous  reign  by  the 
murder  of  his  two  brothers.     His  next  a€i:- 
was  to  offer  a  league  with  the  emperor  of 
Conftantinople  and  the  deipot  of  Seryia,  his 
grandfather  by  the  mother's  fide,  but  at  the . 
fame  time  he  made  preparations  for  the  fiege 
of  Conftantinople.    He  never  kept  hi?  word, 
his  promifes,  his  leagues,  or  even  his  moft  r 
folemn  oaths  on  the  Koran,  longer  than  ftiited 
his  purppfe.     He  was  a  monfter  of  perfidy, 
of  cruelty,  and  injuftice, .  and  he  is  "  the 
"  glory  of  the  annals  of  the  Ottoman  race^ 

He  took  Conftantinople  the  29th  of  May, 
1453.  "  "^^^  emperor  was,  happily  for  him, 
killed  in  defending  it.  The  barbarians  ei> 
tf red  the  city,  howling  more  horribly  than  ^ 

the  beafts  of  the  foreft  with  thirft  of  blood :  ^ 

»  ,     ■«  ,     ' 

they  flew  defencelefs  men,  women,  and  chil- . 
dren,  by  thoufands,  without  the  leaft  re{pe6l 
to  dignity  or  beauty,  to  age  or  youth,  to  lex . 
or  condition,     AH  who  could,  fled  to  the 
qhurch^of  St.  Sophia,  hoping  that  the  fa- 
qrednefs  of  the  place  Would  infpire  relpe<ft , 
for  the  duties  of  man,  of  whatever  religion 
be  be;  they  were  there  all  flain,  jexcept  a 
very  few,  referved  for  purpofes  worfe  than, 
death;  and  the  church  was  converted  into  a 
liable.     Every  cotnmon  foldier  had  permif-^ 
fion,  for  three  days,  to  maflacre,  tp  violate, 
au4  to   pillage  without  reftraint..     Riches 

t  3  were 
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W*re  woffe  thati  poverty,  and  beauty  W«rfft 
thaft  deformity,  A  hundred  tboufand  bar-* 
bariati^  fafisfied  their  avarice,  their  favage 
crudty,  and  their  brutal  hift,  or  all.  Ncr 
tongue  can  defcribe  their  mifery.  Thrc^ 
.  long  days  and  three  long  nights  the  air  was 
fhakerl  M^ith  their  cries.  The  fultan  heard 
them  in  his  camp,  and  f  hey  lulledhim  to  fleep, 
The  dogs  ran  into  the  fields  howlittst  with 
compaffiori,  or  leiapcd  into  the  fea, 

"  After  three  days,  the  few  ChriftianS, 
fpared  for  the  cruel  purpoies  of  the  coa-? 
querors,  were  driven  like  hogs  into  the  fields. 
The  fultari  entered  the  city;  his  hoffe  wag 
ftepped  fbmetimes  by  heaps  of  the  flaughter-? 
edj  aiid  fbmetifties  waded  through  pools  of 
blood.  He  made  in  the  holy  temple  of  St, 
Sophia  a  fumptuoii^.  feaft  for  his  pafhas  and 
officers,. and  as  he  fate  banquetting he caufe<l 
ttjf  be  killed,  for  his  diverfion  and  that  of  his^ 
guefts,  great  numbers  of  his  prifbners  of  the 
firfl  difiinftion  for  birth,  eminence,  and  learns 
iiig,  among  whom  were  many  of  the  late  em- 
peror's relations;  and  thefe  feafls  he  repeated 
daily  till  he  had  deftroyed  all  the  Grecian  no* 
bility,  priefls,  and  f)erfbn9  of  learning  or  notCj^ 
who  had  fallen  into"^  his  hands,  of  both  fexes 
and  all  ages,  Many  Venetian  fenators;,  ancj 
Geaoefe  nobles,  and  rich  merchants,  were 
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among  the  prifouers ;  they  were  in  like  man- 
ner murdered  for  his  diverfion  while  he  was 
feafling,  and  to  entertain  his  court. 

Thus  ended  the  Greek  empire!  Thu^ 
was  founded  the  feat  df  the  Turkifli  empire, 
which  fbme  Chriftian  .  princes  have  (ince 
thought  it  juftice  to  defend  from  the  attacks 
of  other  <^hriftian  princes,  and  from  the 
ftruggles  of  the  wretched  remainder  of  aji 
injured  and  unhappy  people,  ever  fince  Kv-* 
ing  in  miferable  bondage  ! 

Unprovoked,  the  Turks  attacked  them,  and 
hever  Ceafed  till  they  had  ufurped  the  throne 
of  their  empire,  as  they  had  done  thofe  of 
fo  many  other  ftates  and  kingdoms,  murder- 
ing millions  in  cold  blood,  and  by  tortures 
of  the  moft  unheard  of  barbarity. 

He  took  Servia,  and  the  empire  of  Tra- 

^izonA^y  putting  all  the  family  of  th  em-- 
per  or  to  death.  After  triumphing  over  the 
Venetians,,  he  took  Otranto  in  Italy,  and 
murdered  all  the  inhabitants,  according  to 
the  Turkilh  cuftom,  except  a  few  he  chofe 
out  to  make  flaves  of. 

He  died  (by  poifon  as  fuppofed)  in  ftie 
ycaiM48i,  after  having  put  to  death  above 
800^000  Chriftians  of  both  fexes. 
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BAYAZET    II. 

f 

Eldefl  foQ  of  the  late  fultan,  had  a  long 
divil  war  to  iuftain  agaiiift  his  brothers, 
whom  he  had  not  an  opportunity  of  feizing 
and  putting  to  death  when  he  fucceeded  to 
the  throne.  He  formed  a  prpje^  of  putting 
to  death^the  whole  corps  of  janizaries,  but, 
as  it  was  difcoyered,  it  became  impradticable* 
JJe  attacked  without  provocation  the  Vene- 
tians, and  committed  horrid  maflacres;  he 
alfo  attacked  the  Egyptians.  Aftex  a  trou- 
blelbme  reign,  he  was .  depofed  by  his  Ion, 
and  poifoned,  in  1 5 1 2. 

SELIM    I. 

The  greateft  monfler  of  this  monftrous 
race.  After  poifoning  his  father,  he  ftrangled 
his  elder  brother,  and  murdered  his  five  fbns ; 
he  caught  another  brother,  and  ftrangled 
him  alfo.  He  made  great  conquefts  over 
the  Perfians,  and  in  Afia,  and  took  Cairo 
after  a  hard  ftruggle  with  the  Mamaluks. 
After  a  bloody  reign,  he  died  a  lamentable 
death  of  a  cancer  in  his  reins,  as  he  ,  was 
planning  an  attack  on  Italy  and  Rhodes,  in 
September  1.520.  He  commanded  his  fbn 
to  turn  his  arms  againft  the  Chriftians,  arid 
left  him  many  wife,  but  dreadfully  fanguinary 
precepts, 

souman: 
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SOLIMAN    II. 

Having  freed  himfelf  from  apprehenfioA- 
on  the  fide  of  Perfia  and  Egypt,  he  direfted 
his  attempts  againft  the  Chriftians,  and  fboa^ 
took  Rhodes  froni  the  knights  of  St.  Johir^ 
who  had  held  it  for  two  hundred  years.  The 
fentiments  of  the  Turks  may  be  gathered^ 
from  his  fpeeches  to  the  grand  mafter,  after 
he  had  ligned,  and  fworn  to  obferve,  the  ca- 
pitulation. 

^*  Although  I  might  jujijy  m\d  wor/iify 
**  infringe  the  articles  I  have  prefcribed 
*^  with  fuch  an  enemy  ftAat  isy  a  Chrijiian) 
*'  from  whole  deferved  punilhment  neither 
^^  faith  nor  oath  ought  to,Jlay  a  moft  juft.  con- 
^'  queror ;  yet  I  have  determined  to  be  gra- 
^*  cious  and  liberal  to  thee  if  thou  wilt,  by» 
^'  well-doings,  amend  thy  life,  and  to  give 
**  thee  great  preferment  in  my  fervice/* 
&e,  The  grand  mafter  in  a  noble  Ipeech 
?infwered,  *^  thg,t  he  preferred  death;"  which 
fo  aftonifhed  Soliman,  that  he  promifed  to 
obferve  the  articles  of  the  capitulation.  O41 
the  grand  matter's  departure  froqi  Rhodes, 
Soliman  told  him,  "  What  I  have  done  unto 
*'  thee  was  not  for  hatred,  but  defire  of  fo- 
*' veyeigiity.'' — "I  need  not  war  for  riches*^ 
(in  that  he  (poke  not  truth,  as  the  Turkifli 
feiftory  proves  by  fads)  "  hut  for  honour, 

^'  fame/ 
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**  fame,  and  immortality^  and  the  extenfiob 
^*  of  my  empire;  for  it  is  the  property  of  a. 
*♦  foviereigo,  royally  defcended,  by  ffrong  hatid 
**  to  take  from  others,  and  to  invade  dthera^ 
^  tiot  from  a  coVetous  mind,  but  from  the 
*^  honourable  defire  of  rule  and  Ibvereignty  i 
**  for  while  my  neighbour  itandeth  I  count 
^  it  juft  by  force  of  armi  to  remove  hinu'* 

He  then  attacked  Huiig^,  to6k  Bud^i^ 
aAd  mur^f^  the  gkirrifon^  which  had  tapitu^ 
lated.  He  entered  into  Auftria  with  firean4 
fword :  *'  T>fe  dd  wire  flaiu^  the  young'  led 
^  into  captivity^  wkmm  ravijked^  before  their 
**  hufiand's  faces  ^  and  then  Jlain  with  their 
^  ^hildrfHj  infa$aj  ript  out  of  their  mother^ s 
^  wotAbSj  others  taken  from  their  brea/is^  cut  in 
*♦  piecis^  or  thrufi  upon  pointed  fiakes^  and  other 
**  imredibk  ctuilties.^^  He  laid  fiege  to  Vi- 
cftna,  but  finding  a  moft  delperate  refiftance 
jraifed  the  fiege^  and  before  he  withdrew 
majfacred  all  his  prifoners^  men^  womm^  and 
children.  This  fiege  coft  him  86,000  men^ 
He  mad6  John  king  of  Hungary  tributary 
to  him,  entered  agiiin  into  Auftria,  and  r^ 
peated  hi^  cruelties,  killing  at  x>ne  tima 
4,000  prifoners.  He  took,  in  1534^  Bagdad, 
all  Aflyria,  at^d  Mefopotamia,  formerly  lepa- 
rate  kmgdoms,  but  then  belonging  to  Perfia; 
H^  ient  20o,ooo«  men  into  Macedonia,  to  ba 
franfpdrted  into  Italy,  and  a^&Uy  landed  a 

part 
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part  of  this  arqiy  ia  Apulia,  aiid  took  Cat- 
trum.     Turning  his  forces,  however,  from- 
Italy    againft  the    Venetians,    he    bcfieged 
Corfu,  but  not  fucceeding,  he  carried  away. 
16,000  young  people  of  the  ifland  into  per- 
petual flavery ,  yet  he  made  other  conquefts  on 
them  during  a  long  Wftr.     He  again  dame 
to  Btida,  and    convt^rted  Hungary   into  a 
Turkifti  province^  making  an  alliance  with 
the   French   to  attack  the  Emperor.      He 
ifiade  a  fruitlefs  attempt  on  Malta,  but  cat* 
ried  otf  from  Goza  6,300  youiig  people  into 
flavery.     The  Turks  then  attacked  and  took 
Tripoly,.  belonging  to  the  drder  of  Malta, 
but  did  n0t  keep  the  Capitulations j   as  they 
faid  fiQ  faith  ^m  U  be  kept  with  dogs.     All 
Pafha  of  Buda  iftvaded  Upper  Hungary,  and 
[         tbok  rTemefwar,  and,  contrary  to  the  Cdpitula^ 
fion^  murdered  the  garrifm. 

Soliman,  being  fufpicious  of  his  fon  Muftafa, 

caufed  him  to  b^  ftrangled  in  his  preience,  but 

afterwards  found  he  was  innocent;  he  ftran- 

gled  alfo  Muftafa's  fbn.     Chihangar,  anothjer 

fon  of  SoUman,  killed  himfelf  in  defpair.  He 

caufed   a   third  fon  Bayazet,  together  with 

I         live   of  his  children,   to  be  ftrangled.    .He 

\         fent  a  fleet  and  army  againft  Malta,  attacked 

it  a  feeond  time,   and  took  the  foft  of  St, 

plmo ;  but   meeting  with  great   lofs  railed 

\         the  fiege^     Ii^  jhort^^  after  doing  ijtx  various 

part? 
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parts  of  the  world  much  miichief  to    the 
Chriftians^    and    committing    every   where- 
great  cruelties,  he  died  of  a  bloody  flux^  die 
4th  of  September,  1 566. 

S  E  L I  M    IL 

Set  the  ruinous  example  to  his  lucceflbrs 
of  not  going  himfelf  to  the  wars,  and  of  carry- 
ing them  on  by  lieutenants.  He  fbon  fought 
a  pretence  to  declare  war  againft  the  Yci^^ 
tians,  who,  in  this  bloody  conteft,  loft  Cypnj^  • 
and  a  part  of  Dalmatian  The  Turkifh  cha- 
rafter  no  where  appears  in  a  worfe  light  than 
in  the  hiftpry  of  this  wan  He  fent  an  army 
into  Moldavia  againft  the  w^y wode.  At  laft 
a  peace  was  made,  to  which  the  Turks  fwore . 
Jh^en  times. ;  yet  the  way wode  was  murdered 
by  the  pa(ha,  unmindful  of  his  oaths.  They 
then  overran  Moldavia,  putting  all  the  nobi-. 
lity>  and  many  thoufands  of  others,  to  the 
fword  ;  and  all  Walachia  fell  into  their  hand^ 
in  1,574.  The  9th  of  December  this  ^^q 
year  Selim  died. 

A  M  U  R  A  T  III. 

Eldeft  fbn  of  the  late  fultan,  whofe  death 
was  concealed,  as  was  ufual,  till  the  new  ful- 
tan arrived,  fucceeded  to  the  throne.  Th6 
janizaries,  who  had  a  cuftom  in  interregnums 
to  plunder  and  even  maffacre  their  fellow- 
citizens,  the  Chi'iftians  and  Jews,  were  dif- 

appointed 
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difeppointed  and  murmured^  and  he  was: 
obliged  to  give  them  large  fums  to  appeafe 
them.     On  his  acceffion,  he  caufed  five  of 

• 

his  brethren  to  be  ftrangled  m  his  prefence. 
Though  he  was  of  a  peaceful  temper,  he . 
continued  his  father's  wars,  becaufe  he 
feared  to  be  thought  to  degenerate  from  the 
Ottoman  princes,  but  went  not  himfelf  into 
the  fiel4*  In  Oflrober  1575,  he  penetrated 
into  Ruffia  and  Poland,  and  made  great 
flaiighter.  It  was  debated  in  the  divan,  whe- 
ther the  league  with  the  Chriftians  or  that- 
with  the  Perfians  fliould  be  broken  ;  for  they; 
hold  it  lawful,  when  it  is  in  the  interefl:  of 
the  empire,  to  break  all  oaths  and  treaties- 
with  thofe  of  a  different  Yaith  with  them- 
felves.  It  was  determined  to  make  war  againll: 
Perfia.  The  event  of  this  war  was  favourable 
to  him.  It  was  attended  with  their  ufual 
cruelties.  The  janizarieS:  having  now  loft 
their  fubmiffion,  and  in  a  great  part  their  dif^ 
cipline,  began  to  kill  their  commanders 
whenever  they  were  diffatisfied  with  them., 
Amurat  had  permitted  their  children  to  be 
enrolled  in  their  corps.  He  made  war  on. 
the  emperdr  of  Germany,  and,  as  ufua!^; 
€aufed  much  defolation.  He  died  the  i8th 
of  January  1595. 

MAHOMED   III. 

Eldeft  fbn  of  the  late  fultan.  He  put  to  death 
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all  his  brothers  (in  number  nineteen)  aad 
ten  of  his  father's  wives,  whom,  he  iuppofed 
might  be  with  child.  The  }anizanes,  not-- 
withftaiwjing  the  new  fiiltan's  prefence,  plun- 
dered the  city,  and  had  nearly  plundered  the 
palace  alfo,  and  killed  the  fiiltan.  He  at  iirft 
Carried  on  his  wars  againft  the  German  em- 
peror by  his  pafhas,  but  not  being  fiiccefsful, 
he  went  himfelf  to  Buda  with  zoo,oc5o  men, 
and  having  taken  Agria,  returned  to  Con- 
ftantinople.  This  war  was  cond(u6ied  with 
various  fuccefs,  but  with  great  fury.  When 
the  Turks  took  Alba^regalis,  by  capitulation, 
the  Chriftians  w^re  to  march  out  In  (afety 
with  their  arps,  but  the  Turks  put  them  ail 
to  death,  as  well  inhabitants  as  3,000  fbldiers. 
The  infolence  of  the  janizaries  became  very 
great,  and  they  were  continually  mutinying 
and  fighting:  with  the  other  fbldiers*  The 
pafhas  in  many  provinces  rebelled,  and  the 
fultan  through  fear  made  peace  with  them, 
pardoned  them,  and  confirmed  them  in  tl}ek 
ofliccs ;  but  he  put  to  death  other  paihas 
who  were  in  his  power,  which  caufed  thc^ 
who  had  any  thing  to  apprehend  •  to  r-ebel 
again.  He  put  to  death  his  own  Ion  and  his 
^n's  mother,  on  fulpicion  of  a  defign  to  iJe* 
throne  him.  The  janizaries  attempted  to  de* 
pofe  him.  ,  Whilft  treg-ting  with  the  emperor 
of  Germany  for  peace,  he  died  at  Conftan- 
tinople,  in  January  i6o4, 

ACHMET 
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The  fecondfon  (the  qldeft  having  been  ftrang- 
ied  by  his  father)  Iticceeded  to  the  throne  at  the 
age  of  fifteen.     The  Turks  were  not  earn  eft 
with  the  negotiation  for  peace,  but  wanted  to 
deceive  and  fall  on  the  Germails ;  the  war 
therefore  continued,  but  at  length  peace  was 
concluded  in   1607.      Th^re   was   nothing 
very  remarkable  in  his  other  wars  with  dif- 
ferent nations.     In  his  23d  year,  he  beat  his 
fultana,  who  was  mother  of  a  daughter,  and 
woijnded  and'  trod  on  her,  becaufe  (he  had 
ftrangled  one  of  his  fifters  flaves,  of  whom  he 
had  become  enamoured.     The  fultana,  hav- 
ing heard  of  this  amour,  fent  for  her,  ftrangled 
her,  and  put  her  clothes  on  one  of  her  own 
flaves,  whom  ftie  fent  to  the  fultan,   alid  on 
her  return  ftrangled  her  alfo,  as  (he  had  done 
many  others,  who  appeared  to*  be  with  child 
of  the  (iiltan. — ^his  anecdote  jheivs  the  defpot'- 
ifmt>f  this  government^  even  among  the  women  ^ 
theferaglio.    He  died  15th  November  16 17. 

M  U  S  T  A  F  A  I. 
The  brother  of  the  late  fbltan,  who  had  been, 
prcferved,  but  with  fuch  fecjtecy  that  it  was 
fcarcely  known  whether  he  was  alive  or  de4d. 
During  his  brother's  reign,  the  council  had 
determined  he  (hpuld  be  preferved,  as  Achmet 
Waij  bwt  Mxjs^vi  y^SiXS  old,  and  there  were  only 

the(c 
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thefe  two  heirs  to  the  throne,  but  that  he 
fliould  be  kept  hi  dole  confinement.     Muf^^ 
tafa,   being   twenty- five  years  of  age,    was 
drawn  out  of  a  cell,  and  proclaimed  fultan* 
He  becanme  uncommonly  cruel ;  he  caufed 
young  Ofman,eldefl:  Ion  of  Achmet,  to  be  con- 
fined under  a  ftrong  guard,  and  put  to. death 
the  other  ions  of  Achmet.     He  offered  many 
indignities  to  the  Chriftian  ambafTadors — in- 
deed, in  the  laft  reign,  the  Europeans  in  Con- 
ftantinopfe  were  aU  ordered  to  be  flain,   but 
the  vizir  and  other  great  officers  difTuaded 
the  fultan  from  this  ftep.  When  Achmet  had 
children  of  his  own,  it  was  determined  to  put 
Muflafa,  his  brother,  to  death ;  and  though  // 
"iuas  concluded  in  tJie  council  of  the  divan^  yet 
Achmet  was  diverted  from  it  by  omens. 

When  an  emperor  mounted  the  throne,  it 
was  ufual  to  put  to  death  his  brothers  and 
nephews  ;    but  when  he  had  children  grown 
up,    he   entrufled  them  with   governments 
and  the   command  of  armies;  this  cufiom 
had   now   ceafed.      When  the  father  died, 
the  vizir  kept  his  death,    if  poflible,  fecret 
till   the,  new    fultan    arrived,     who    gene- 
rally   contrived   to   feize    his  brothers    and- 
put  then!   to   death;    fbmetimes   they  fled, 
but   they  were  generally  caught   fbonef  or 
later,  and  put  to  death.   It  is  for  this  reafbn, 
that  the  fultan  always  goes  tofomc  mofque  ia 

the 
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Ihe  city  to  public  prayers  every  Friday^  or 
ihows  himfelf  in  public,  for  otherwife  the 
i>eople  imagine  he  is  dead,  and  make  a  re« 
bellion. 

When  the  late  fultan^  Achmet,  found  death 
approach,  his  counfellors  advifed  him  to  fet- 
tle the  fuceeflion,  his  bwn  cliildren  being 
young.  Hq  fent  for  his  brother,  and  told  hinoi 
his  refblution  of  making  choice  of  him  to 
iucceed  to  the  throne,  which  much  amazed 
him,  as  the  empire  belonged  to  his  own  fon. 

He  recommended  to  him  the  children  he  had 

«  ...  '. 

by, the  fultana,  entreating  him  to  ufe  them  as 
he  had  dorie  him,  leaving  the  children  he  had 
hy  concikbines.  to  his  difcretton. 

Muftafa,  nearly  an  idiot,  by  his  cruelties 
•  became  io  odious,  that  the  grand  vizir,  who 
was  gone  againft  the  Perfiansj  returned  with 
his  army,  depofed  him,  fetit  Kim  to  his  prifon 
kgain^  not  having  reigned  a  year,  and  placed 
Ofman  on  the  tkrohe* 

D  S  M  A  N  t. 

He  fent  a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean^ 
landed  at  Manfredonia,  and  carried  off  i,6oo 
flavcs.  He  made  war  againft  Poland^  and  ' 
marched  himfelf  at  the  head  6f  300,000  men^ 
with  300  field  pieces  and  100  double  cannon, 
out  he  had  110  fuecefs,  and  was  reduced  to  fue 
for  peaces 

M .  Contrary 
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Contrary  fe  the  advke  of  his  miniffcn^ 
the  foltan  married^  without  any  pomp^  ttie- 
grand-tfetightcr  of  a  fbltana  who  had  beeni 
married  to  a  pafha,  only  for  her  beatity,  btrt  , 
a  bad  conftnaftion  was  pnt  on  this  a6tioii,  his 
ahteftors  of  late  years  not  having  uluaUy 
takon  wives  oF  a  Tarkifli  race,  on  accotrnt  of  ' 

.  their  relations. 

The  iltltan,  who  had  been  difcontented 
•with  the  janizaries  ever  fmce  hfe  difgrace  in 
Poland,  meditated  revenge  againft  thein j  and 
at  laft  determined  to  aboliih  a  corps  no W^ 
,  grown  too  formidable,  and  having  loft  theii^ 
ancient  difcipline  and  ftibordination^  had  be- 
ccHne  mutinous  and  interfered  with  the  affairs 

^  of  government.  Contraiy  to  their  inftitution^ 
they  had  married,  and  entered  inta  trades  j 
their  children  were  alio  janizaries,  a  privilege 
conceded  to  them  in  a  former  reign,  and' they 
'were'  more  pleafed  to  ftay  at  home,,  than  t(> 
face  the  dangers  of  a  fdteign  campaign.  "  His 
vizir  promifed  to  provide  h\m  a  new  IbWiery 
of  the  Curds  Cw  bo  inhabit  the  mountains  be- 
•tween  Smyrna  and  Mount  "Lebanon,)  40,000- 
of  Whom  were  to  bfe  enrolled  as  his  body 
guards ;  th6  pafhas  of  the  provinces  wpre  t<> 
train  up  to  arpis  a  qertain  number  of  thq  in- 
habitants, to  be  ready  to  ferve  in  foreign  - 
wars,  and  to  conllitute  2  greater  ai-my  than 
any  of  his  predeceffors^  and  enable  him  t6 

§  make 
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ftiiik^  greater  conquefts  at  far  Ids  expencc* 
It  was  agreed  between  the  fultan  and  vizir, 
that  the  former  fhotild  go  into  Afia  on  Ibnxe 
pretence^  as  that  of  going  to  vifit  Mecca,  or  to  ' 
reduce  Sidon,  which  had  rebelled  }  but  the 
iultan  was  not  cautious  enough  in  his  prepa^ 
f ationsv  melting  metals^  conveying  away  all 
his  ti^eafures,  and  ufing  imprudent  expreffions 
and  threats  to  the  jani:^aries.     In  the  meaai 
time  the  vizir  had  provided  20,000  liieii  in 
Afia^  on  whom  he  could  depend,  befides  all 
the  force  of  the  emir  of  Sidon,  whom  he  had 
gained)  under  pretence  of  a  war  agaiilft  Perlia* 
At  Damafcus,  the  fultan  was  to  cut  off  all  his 
guards,' and  ftay  there  till  he  had  regulated 
his  nieW  drmy,  then  to  return  to  Conftanti-  ' 
nople,  to  deftroy  the  janizaries,  Ipahies,  tama-^ 
riofs,  and  all' their  officers,  to  fettle  a  new 
government,   and  change   the  name  of  the 
city*     He  then  hoped  to  conquer  all  Chrift*. 
endom,   in  the  mean  time  he  was  to  live  in 
friendihip  with  all  powers* 

Certainly  this  was  a  well*grounded  defign, 
and  the  reformation  of  the  armv  had  become 
neceflkry;  the  empire  languifhed  under  in- 
foleijt  and  lazy  flaves,  and  the  fultan  found 
himfelf  dependent  on  the  janizaries  for  life  of 
death,  peace  or  war*  A  civil  conteft,  how-" 
6ver,  would  Jiave  been  produced  ;  for  the  fol-. 
diery  in  Europe  would  have  fet  up  another 
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fultan  ;  but  he  had  all  the  treafure-  If  he 
fucceeded,  he  would  have  faved  an  immenf^ 
expence  j  for  the  janizaries  now  coniiimed 
almoft  all  the  revenues  of  the  empire* 

The  fbldlery,  however,  oppofed  the  depar^ 
ture  of  the  fultan,  and  threatened  to  fet  up 
another  in  his  place*  They  ran  to  the  le- 
raglio^  but  without  arms,  and  demanded  that 
•he  (hould  remain  in  the  cky  of  Conftantir 
nople  ;  that  he  Ihould  deliver  up  the  vizir 
and  other  great  officers  accufed  by  them  of 
conlpiring  againft  the  ftate^  The  fultan  coii- 
fented  not  to  go  to  Afia,  but  refofed  to  de- 
liver up  thofe  whom  they  demanded,  and 
perfliaded  them  to  ftay  till  Saturday,  which 
Was  council  day — this  happened  on  Wed-^ 
hefday^  7th  May,  i6z2.— ^The  next  day  the 
tumult  began  again,  and  the  vizir  ad- 
viled  the  (viltaii  to  go  to  Afia  in  his  owrib 
boats,  but  he  refufed.  The  vizir  appeared 
in  order  to  appeafe  them,  but  they  cut  hina 
in  pieces.  The  emperor  then  too  late  en- 
deavoured to  crols  over  to  Afia,  and  not  fiic- 
ceeding,  he  hid  himfelf  in  a  private  place^ 
The  rebels  demanded  their  fultan  and  more 
facrifices,  and  faid  they  muft  have  a  fultan^ 
and  that  if  he  <vould  not  appear,  the^  would 
make  another :  having  waited  fbme  time,  they, 
refblved  to  enter  the  palace,  but  took  a  (blema 
oath  not  to  plunder  it  j  they  there  killed  the. 
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;TiLi{iar-aga,  and  not  finding  fultan  Ofman^ 
they  demslnded  Muftafa,  who  had  been  de- 
tjironed ;  they  fpund  him  iii  a  vault,  where 
Ofman  had  put  him,  with  two  negro  women. 
They  carried  him  to  the  old  feraglio,  and 
there  left  him ;  Ofman  came  out  after  their 
departure,  and  hav^ig  confi^lted  with  fbme  of 
his  friends,  it  was  r^folved  to  fend  to  the 
>yomen  of  the  old  feraglio  to  put  Muflafa  to 
death ;  but  he  had  a  parly  among  thefe  women, 
whofe  noife  alarmed^  the  guard,  who  reicued 
him.     The  next  d%y  Qfman  went  to  the 
college  of  the  j#.nizaries,  an\l  by  entreaties 
-had  nearly  prevailed,  but  for  the  indifcretipn 
of  the  janiza"ry-aga,  in  beginning  to  threaten 
the  janizaries,  who  thereupon  flew  him  an4 
others  who  canie  with  the  fultan.     They 
parried  Ofman  to  the  new  fultan,  who  only 
nodded  confent  to  what  they  propofed,  and 
he  was  feat  as  a  prifoner  to  the  Seven  Towers, 
The  new  vi^ir  made  by  Muftafa  knew  that 
the  ftorm  might  pais  over  if  Ofman  lived ; 
a  confultation  therefore  was  held  by  the  chief 
officers,  ai)d  it  was  determined  to  fearch  how 
many  of  the  royal  blood  were  kft  alive,  that 
if  tWQ  remained  Qfman  fhould  be  put  to 
death,     Two  of  his  brothers  were  found  i 
one  about  twelve  the  other  about  feyen  years 
of*  age,  and  the  vizir  then  went  with  eXf cu-!" 
jipners  to  the  prifbn,  and  flranglcd  Qfman, 

M  3  ThQ 
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The  foldiers,  who  did  not  intend  to  ge  lb 
^r,  foon  repented.  The  paiha  of  Erzerva 
Ibroke  opt  in  open  rebellion,  and  deci&recj 
hiipfelf  the  avenger  of  his  prince's  blood, 

MUSTAFA    I.    (re-enthrmd)    . 

On  Saturday,  ift  June  i6??,  th^  capi-aga 
or  majorTdomo^  having  received  a  ^cret  ordei? 
to  remove  thq  brothers  of  the  late  fukan 
Ofman  from  their  lodgings,  and  in  th^  night 
to  ftrangle  them  ;  as  he  was  performing  hii 
eommaiid,  aided  with  ;a  few  of  bis  execu-^ 
tioners,  and  carrying  away  the  prinees,  they 
fcried  out ;  the  pages  running  to  the  noif^^  anci 
encouraged  by  the  kiflar-aga,  who  had  fome 
fufpiciori,  without  further  examination  kille4 
the  capi-aga,  almoft  every  order  of  men 
having  now  rifen  againft .  their  own  chiefs 
That  night  they  fent  fecretly  to  the  janizariea 
and  fpahies,  The  foldiers  returned  in  fiiry 
%o  the  court  iii  favour  of  the  pages,  and  de?- 
manded  jiiftice  againft  thofe  who  thus  wouI<i| 
have  made  an  end  of  the  Ottoman  rajcej^ 
Only  this  Muftafa  being  left;  alive,  who  was 
become  (o  Jioly  a  laint  that  he  wpuld  no| 
people  th^  world  with  finners,  nor  eii4v^^  ^^^7 
Woman  near  him.  The  innocent  ftiltan  jJro* 
tefted  he  knew  nothing  of  the  matter  j  and 
that  if  fuch  a  command  w?3  procured,  it  was. 
.  obtained  fraudulejitly.  He  w^  eaf\ly  belieye4 

hipfifelfi 
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himlelf,  but  his' mother  (another  Livia)  and 
Daout  Paflia,  who  had  married  her  daughter, 
Vcre  vehemently  iufpefted.  This  tumult 
was  however  appeafed.  The  ftate  of  the 
empire  was  deplorable :  the  fovereign  an  idiot, 
the  next  heir  a  child,  and  all  the  great  men 
and  beft  foldiers  either  deftrojed,  or  become 
jnutiiious  and  corrupted* 

The  Perfians  feized  this  opportunity  to 
recover  the  province  and  city  of  Bagdad. 
Had  tbe  Chriftian  princes  opened  their  eye9> 
they  might  alfo  have  regained  much  that 
they  had  loft. 

The   vizir   took  occafion   to   blame   the 
Janizar-agap  and  to  have  him  and  fome  other 
|)alhas  fent  into  exile,  to  be  afterwards  ftran- 
gled^  to  make  room  for  depofing  Muftafa,  and 
placing  on  the  throne  Murat,  a  child,  and 
brother  of  Ofraan's,  who  had  a  ftrong  party^ 
The  janizaries  refcued  their  ?iga.     A  new 
fadioa  no\Y  arofe  between  the  partizans  of 
Muftafa,  the  reigning  fultan,  and  of  Murat% 
The  vizir  retired  ,  No  fecurity  was  left  for  . 
any  man  ;  the  rebellious  foldiers  having  thf 
government  in  their  hands.     They  adhered 
to  the  fultan  of  their  own  creating^  but  the 
lawyers,  and  churchmen  (the  ulema)  planned 
a  revolution,  and  affirmed  publicly,  that  the 
conftitution  was  fubverted,  the  fultan  unlaw* 
fuli  and  all  thofe  who  adhered  to  him  guilty 
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of  herefy,  in  having  dcfpifed  the  inftitutions. 
of  Mahomed,  and  thefe  notions  they  Ipread 
over  all  the  empire  by  corre{pondence  M^ith 
their  own  body,  {b  that  the  whole  nation  wa^ 
divided  in  fentiment. 

The  fbldiers  ftill  continued  in  their  muti* 
nous  difpbfition  even  in  Conftantinople,  and 
their  infblence  grew  to  fuch  a  height,  that, 
going  in  troops  to  the  court,  they  demanded 
ill  offices  of  profit ;  infifted  on  being  ftewards 
to  the   revenues   of  the   mo(ques,   (which 
are  great) ;  demanded  the  farms  of  the  cut 
toms,  and  committed  infiifFerable  outrages. 
The  vizir  durft  deny  them  nothing;  they 
drank  wine  in  the  ftreets,  contrary  to  their 
law,  and  ftood  in  companies  in  the  open 
day,  exafting  of  all  Chriftians  who  pafled, 
money  to  pay  for  their  wine,  ftabbing  with-? 
oiit  mercy  thofe  who  refufed  to  fubmit  to 
their  extortions.    None  dared  to  remonftratc 
with  men  who  had '  killed  their  own  fove- 
reign.     At  Smyrna  the  janizaries  affaulted 
the  Chriftian  conftils,  and  took  money  from 
them ;  nor  did  they  without  difficulty  efcape 
with   their  lives.      Rebellion   appeared   in 
feveral  provinces,  and  the  treafures  were  ex- 
haufted  by  the  immenfe  fums  given  to  the 
janizaries  at  each  new  acceflion  to  the  throne^ 
and  by  the  burden  of  feveral  expenfive  wars. 

The  fpahies  demianded  juflice  for  the  death 
'  of 
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,-fof  the  late  fultan,  and  the  punifhment  of  the 
vizir  who  had  murdered  him,  but  who  had 
lince  abdicated  his  office.  The  janizaries 
protefted  him,  but  at  length  confented  to  his 
punilhment,  and  he  was  carried  to  the  lame 
chamber  where  the  fultan  was  ftrangled,  and 
there  met  his  fate  ;  he  even  pointed  out  the 
corner  where  the  regicide  was  performed,  and 
jdefired  to  die  there,  wliich  was  granted. 

On  2oth  January,  1622,  a  peace  with 
Poland  was  figned  by  the  mediation  of  the 
Englilh  ambafTador. 

The  foldiers,  when  they  wanted  monej^ 
now  ODcnly  plundered  people,  fo  that  it  was 
thougnr  prudent  to  remove  the  royal  mint 
into  the  ieraglio,  (where  it  has  remained  to 
this  day)  and  coin  all  the  metal  that  could  bp 
found  to  fatisfy  them. 

The  pafha  of  Erzerun,  with  Ibme  other 
paihas,  raifed  a  great  army,  and  matched  tP* 
W.ards  Conftantinople,  defclaring  his  intention 
to  reduce  the  janizaries  of  the  city  to  obedi- 
ence and  difcipline  j  to  punifli  thole  who  had 
murdered  the  late  lultan  Ofman,  and  to  ap- 
poirit  lawfully  a  new  lultan,  who  Ihould  be 
able  to  govern ;  affertirig  at  the  fame  time 
that  Muftafa  was  an  idiot,  governed  by  a 
woman  and  by  his  vizir.  The  army  at  Con- 
ilantinople  refufed  to  march  againft  the  palha 
of  Erzerun,  and  tha  empire  was  frpip  one  end 
p  the  other  in  conf\ifion. 

The 
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The  chief  caufe  of  this  evil  was,  that  their 
three  laft  emperors  had  not  gone  into  the 
iield  themfelves,  excepting  once,  when  Ma- 
homet III.  for  the  maintenance  of  his  credit 
with  the  foldier)',  went  to  Hungary,  and  took 
Agri*-  The  people  and  minifters  were  dc-» 
firous  of  dcpofing  Muftafa,  and  placing  on  the 
throne  Muratj»  brother  of  Ofman ;  but  they 
feared  that  the  vi^zir,  who  was  in  effeft  em-j 
peror,  aififted  by  the  janizaries,  would  main- 
tain  the  fovcreign  they  had  placed  on  the 
throne,  and  they  knew  that  the  low  ftat;e  ofthe 
fiaanccs  would  not  allow  of  giving  the  ufiial 
fums  to  the  janizaries  at  the  ?icceflion  of  a 
pew  fultan ;  but  the  report  that  the  pafha  of 
Jlrzerun  had  declared  himfelf  the  avenger  of 
the  late  fultan,  and  had  put  to  death  all  thq 
janizaries  that  fell  in  his  hands,  with  their 
wives  and  children  ;  that  he  was  advancing 
with  an  army ;  and  that  the  foldiers  fent 
9Lgainft  him  had  difbanded,  ftruck  the  jani** 
zaries  at  Conftantinople;  with  fuch  fear,  that 
they  joined  the  civil  power  to  depofe  Muftafa,^ 
and  place  Amu  rat  on  the  throne,  and  even 
conf^nted  to  relinquifh  the  ufual  donations 
made  to  them  on  fuch  an  occafioh.  Muftafe 
was  therefore  re-condu(^ed  cjuietly  to  his  pri** 
fon,  anci 
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SULTAN  AMUR  AT  IV.  (orMURAT) 
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In  1623,  afQ^nded  the  thron€|^  b^ing  only  four* 
t€eii  yegirs  of  age.  The  vizir  feiit  ag?iinft 
the  paflia  pf  Erzerun  could  or  would  do  no^ 
thing  ;^  for  the ,  begUrbeg  of  Anatolia  had 
joined  the  pa(ha,  and  the  Ipabies  were  on  hi§ 
fide. 

The  Coflaks  at  this  period  entered  the 

Bofphorus  ^yith  150  ffn^^l  fhips  and  boats, 

and  deft royed  Buy ukdere  and  Yenikoi,  within 

labout  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  of  Conftantino* 

pie,  on  the  European,  and  Stajiia  on  the 

Aiiatic  fide.     They  returned  the  next  night 

quietly,,  having  alarmed  the  capital.  The.  pa** 

iha  of  Erzerun  and  the  king  of  Perfia  ravaged 

,  |he  countries  in  Afia.     Algiers  and  Tunis 

began  to  caft  off  their  allegiance  to  the  porte, 

and  to  become  independent  ftates.    The  pa^ 

iha  of  jErzerun,  however,  was  pardoned,  and 

fidmitted  to  another  paflielik,  that  of  Bofniia; 

fox  the  porte  thought  it  dangerous  to  bring 

matters  to  the  utmoft  extremity,  fo  low  was 

it  fallen  ;  befides,.it  did  not  wifti  to  lee  the 

jauiz^ries  triumphant,  nor  was  the  grand 

feignior,  fecr^tly,  difpleafed  at  the  pafha's 

Condi\6t. 

A.  D»  1 630,    The  government  of  the  em-*' 
jpire  was  ghicfl^  in  the  h^uds  of  four  p^iflias, 

who 


it  again  immediately.     He  alfo  made  p6a6tf 
trith.  the  emperor  of  Germany* 

A.  D.  1 633.  A  lingular  fight  was  mam* 
tained  between  two  Englifti  merchant  fhips 
loading  com  (which  was  then  prohibited)  int 
the  gulph  of  Vola,  againft  the  whole  fleet  of 
the  captairt  pa(ha*s  gallics*  They  killed  i  yZoo 
flaves  and  a  great  number  of  Turks»  amon^ 
whom  was  the  captain  paiha  liimlelf,  ancf 
when'  they   could    maintain    the  fight   no 
longer,  they,  blew  themfelves  up*      They 
funk  three  gallics,  and  forced  the  fleet  into 
port  to  repair.-    This  a6tion  is  remembered, 
and  talked  of  to  this  very  day  in  Turkey* 
The  matter  was  eompromifed  at  the  porte 
for  40,000  dollars;  the  Englifli  only  paid 
one-third  of  the  ftim,  the  French  and  Vene- 
tians paid  the  other  two-thirds,  but  why  is 
notknowm-  # 

A.  D.  1 634.  Murat,  being  now  twenty- 
five  years  old,  took  the  government  entirely 
into  his  own  hands,  and  determined  to  make 
himfelf  feared.  He  was  fevere  with  his  of- 
ficers, and  extremely  fo  with  the  iWdiefs,  de- 
claring that  he  expefted  implicit  obedience* 
The  people  mutinied  at  {bme  taxes,  when  he 
beheaded  fifty  of  the  ringleaders.  He  then- 
hanged  a.  kadi)  to  the  great  dilpleafure  of  the 
tilema;  and  went  then  to  Profa;  whence^ 
he  dilj^atched  a  boat  to  Conftantinople  tcp 

bring 


bring  to  him  Ih^  mufti  and  his  ion,  both  of 
Whom  he  immediately  ftrangled.  Thefe  ex- 
amples fh-uck  terror  into  the  whole  empire; 
for  the  former  emperors  but  rarely  put. the 
muftis  to  death.  The  particular  death  allotted 
for  muftis  is,  braying  them  in  a  vaft  mor- 
tar, ufed  only  for  that  purpofe ;  but.  it  is 
feldom  pradtifed.  Murat  reflefting  on  the 
ill  efFeft  that  wine  had  upon  him,  and  on  the 
danger  of  allowing  it  to  be  drank  by  the  peo- 
ple, ordered,  on  pain  of  death,  all  the  wine 
ill  the  town  to  be  ftaved  out  intp  the 
ftreets. 

He  hanged  a  Venetian  merchant  for  hav- 
ing on  the  top  of  his  houfe  a  high  gallery,  be- 
caufe  he  fuppofed  he  might  thenec  look  into 
the  gardens  of  the  feraglio,  and  imprifoned, 
without  afligning  aiiy  reafon,  ail  the  Euro- 
pean merchants,  who  were  not  releafed  till 
they  paid  *  40,000  dollars,  Hfe  fearched  the 
houfes  of  all  the  foreign  miniftefs  for  arms, 
and  took  away  even  the  fword  of  the  Englifh 
amb^lTador.  He  attacked  the  Poles  witli- 
ou't  declaring  War;  An  atnbaiTador  was  fe^lt 
from  Poland;  Murat,  contrary 't6  cuftom, 
Ypoke  himfelf,  and  told  him,  "  'that  all  Chrif^ 
^^  ttan  kings  ought  either  to  receive  th^  Ottoman 
^^  laws  J  or  pay  him  tribute  ^  or  try  the j}iarp7iefs 
"  of  Ms  fword. ^*  He  then  ordered  war  to  be 
declared  againlt  Poland,  though  his  war  with 

Perfia 
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Perfia  ftill  eoiitinued ;  but  the  Poles  beat  tirt? 
Turks,  and  made  them  lue  for  peace,'  whictf 
the  Poles  refufed,-  till  the  paflia  who  entereif 
their  country, '  and  Ibme  others,  were  put  to' 
aeath<  Peace  was  then  concluded.  The 
captain  paflia  meeting  the  hew  French  am- 
baflador  at  fea,  going  to  Conflahtinople^  in- 
iiilted  hin>,  arid  ^caufed  him  to  go  on  board 
his  fliip.  ^  After  his  arrival  at  Conftaintinople/ 
the  Frencii  drogoman,  who  had  brought 
complaints  againft  the  captain  pafh^y  was' 
hanged  by  order  of  the  fliltan,  and  t-he  am- 
taflador  forced  fuddenly  and  unexpe6iedly  on 
fcoard  a  fliip^  and  obliged  to  depart. 

In  April  1 634,  Murat  fet  out  himielf  for 
the  war  in  Perfia,  at  the  head  of  100,000 
.men.  When  he  reached  Erzertinj  he  muf- 
tered  his  army,  and  foundi  it  to  confift  of 
300,006  fighting  men,  well  difciplined,  and 
rendered  obedient  by  his  feverity:  he  bim- 
felf  now  fet  them  an  example  of  frugality  and 
patience,  and  became  temperate.  He  took 
Rivan,  biit  entering  further  into  Perfia,  loli 
a  vajft  number  of  horfes.  He  utterly  de^ 
ftroyed  Tauris  by  fire  and  fword,  and  re- 
turned in  December  1635,  leaving  his  army 
at  Aleppo  and  Damalcus.  After  his  de- 
p?irture,  the  Perfians  recovered  what  they 
had  loft,  and  the  people  murmured  again  at 
Cqnftantinople.      The  janizaries  \Vere  dif- 

pleafccj 
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^a&d  at  feeing  the  Boflangees  take  their 
places  as  guards  of  the  grand  feignior ;  and 
tiie  nlema  were  enraged^  that  feveral  of  their 
corps,  kadis,  and  others,  had  been  beheaded 
on  pretext  of  faftion. 

Having  however  now  completely  eftab- 
liflied  his  authority  over  the  military  and  the 
Ukma,  he  gave  loofe  to  the  violent  fe- 
verity  of  his  temper  on  the  moft  trifling  oc- 
cafion^*  He  punifhed  the  ufe  of  tobacco 
with  deaths  and  infiifted  the  fame  punifh- 
m^nl  oa  his  cook,  for  not  feafoning  a  difli 
aecgrding  to  his  palate*  To  deftroy  his  fub- 
jeds  formed  hia  daily  amufement,  either  hy 
ihoQting  them  with  arrows,  as  he  fate  in  his 
kiolk  on  the  fhore  of  the  Bofphorus,  or 
by  firing  a  ^  carbine  at  any  one  who  looked 
^Mt  of  a  window  at  him  when  failing  in  his 
boat.  X^  thefe  crimes  were  added  the  loweft 
debaucheries,  and  his  chief  companions  in 
drunkcniaefe  were  the  revolted  Perfian'  ge- 
neral, who  had  delivered  up  Revan,  and  an 
I^ian  of  the  feraglio.  Murat's  uncontroul- 
able  violence  now  prompted  him  to  attack  at 
once  Ruffia  and  Perfia.  Railing,  therefore,, 
a  yaft  army,  he  fet  out  on  an  expedition 
againft  the  latter  country,  but  previoufly 
caufed  one  of  his  brothers  to  be  ft r angled, 
leaving  alive  only  Ibrahim,  the  iole  furvivor 
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of  the  Ottoman  race,  but  weak  both  iri  mind 
and  body: 

It  was  now  that  the  vigour  of  Murat^s 
diipofition  appeared  in  its  full  light.  He 
took  the  field  in  May  1638^  reviewed  his 
forces  with  care,  difmiffed  the  invalids  on 
half  pay,  heard  and  determined  all  difputes  in 
the  army,  and  prefcrved  fuch  ftrift  difciplincj 
that  the  countries  through  which  he  paffed 
fufFered  lione  of  thofe  dreadful  hardfliip^ 
ufually  attending  the  march  of  a  Turkifh 
army.  The  refult  of  this  campaign  was  thd 
capture  of  Bagdat,  the  ancient  Babylon^ 
which  event  was  foon  fucceeded  by  a  peaces 
and  Murat  returned  in  triumph  to  Conflan- 
tinoplc,  on  the  loth  June  1639; 

The  Venetians  having  greatly  fuffered  by 
the  piracies  of  the  Algerines  and  Tunifines^ 
ventured  to  make  fbme  reprifals,  which  fo 
much  offended  Murat,  that  he  iffued  an  im- 
mediate order  to  put  to  death  the  Venetiari 
amballkdorj  and  all  his  countrymen  in  Tur- 
key; and  though  this  order  was,  by  the 
prudent  management  of  the  vizxTj  recalled; 
yet  Venifce  was  threatened  with  a  war,  Which 
they  only  averted  by  paying  250,000  le- 
quins.  The  language  of  the  kaimakan^  on 
this  oGcafion,  was^  "  we  know  that  the 
"  other  powers  of  Chriftendom  are  too  weak 
"  to  aflift  you,  take  your  choice  therefore: 

**  wc 
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"  we  fell  you  peace  at  this  price ;  if  yda 
"  think  it  not  worth  your  nioney;  refufe  it/' 
Wl;iilft  Murat  was  intent  on  hew  hoftilities, 
and  raifing  forces,  though  he  had  not  deter-* 
mined  whom  to  attack, .  he  returned  to  his 
former  debaucheries,  and  wiaS  fuddenly  car- 
ried off  by  them,  on  the  8th  of  February 
1640,  in  the  1 7th  year  bf  his  reign^  and  31ft 
of  his  age. 

Thus  periflied  on?  of  the  mofl  ferocious 
dcipots  that  ever  mfulted  and  difgraced 
hiunaaity.  Breathing  vengeance  againft 
wh61e  nationSj  hfe  threatened  to  fubdue  all 
Chriftendom;  and  inipofe  on  it  the  yoke  of 
Mahomedanifm,.  and  this  not  from  motives 
of  fuperftition,  fince  he  defpifed  the  didates 
bf  that  religion,  and  feldpm  fafted  in  Rama- 
dan^  or  kept  any  other  of  its  ordinances* 
So  entirely  was  he  a  ftranger  to  family  af- 
feftioni  that  he  not  only  murdered  his  uncle 
and  two  of  his  brothers,  but  often  expreffed 
a  wifh  to  be  the  laft  of  his  race,  and  aftually 
deftined  the  crown  for  the  khan  of  the  Crim 
Tatar's.  The  adlivity  and  energy  of  his 
bind  had  enabled  him.to  fupprefs  all  fedition^ 
iand  to  render  himfelf ,  completely  abfolute ; 
but  this  jpower  he  ufed  only  to  the  gratifica- 
tion x)f  his  own  avarice,  dying  poffeffed  of 
fifteen  millions  of  gold,  though  the  country 
Was  in  a  ftatc  of  poverty. 

^  t  IBRAHIM. 
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Notwithftanding  a  donation  of  the  crotfrit 
to  the  Tatar  khan,  made  by  Marat,  in  one: 
df  his  fits  of  drunkennefs,  Ibrahim  was*  una^ 
iiimoufly  raifed  by  the  pafhas  to  the  throne* 
This  prince,  who  was  deformed  and  w^ak  in* 
Uody,  had  his  natural  imbeGility  augmented 
by  the  long  confinement  which  he  had  un-^ 
dergone  in  a  fmdl  room,  with  only  a  fingle 
window  at  the  top.     Coming  thtis  unexpe6t-^ 
edly'to  liberty  and  empire,  he  was  intoxi*- 
cated  by  the  new  pleafures  which  they  pre- 
lented,  ind  giving  up  the  adminiftration  of 
government  to  the  former  minifters,  he  de- 
voted himfelf  entirely  to  the^  luxuries  of  the 
harem.      The  vizir,    thirfting  for  military 
glery,  projedled  aft  attack  on  the  Ruffian  for- 
trefs  of  Afac  (or  Azof)  but  this  ended  only 
in  difgraee.     The  foDowing  year,  however, 
(164^)  re-animated  tfie  Turks  by  the  birth 
of  an  heii*  to  the  Ottomaln  throne.    A  peace 
was  concluded  with  the  German  emperor, 
and   a   league  witii  Perfia.   'The   German 
peace  was  fooii  broken  by  the  Turks^  who 
made  an  unfuccefsfiiP  attempt-  to  flirprHe  the 
fortrei^  of  Rab  (now  called  Giavanne;)-  The 
fears  for  the  extin^ion  of  the  Ottoman  race 
were  fHli  furtlier  removed'  in  1 643,  by  the 
birth  of  two  more  fons  to  Ibrahim,  who*  daily- 
I .,  ^  devoted 


TUJIKISH    POWER.  l8l 

devoted  himfelf,  with  renewed  avidity,  to  fen- 
iual  excejQTes,  ej^ceeding  whatever  is  related 
pf  Sardaiiapalus  apd  Heliogabalus.  The 
reftlefs  difpofition  of  the  divan  led  them,  in 
1644,  to  plan  an  attack  on  the  ifland  of  Can- 
fdia,  but  Jbeing  then  at  peace  with  the  Vene^ 
tians,  they  concealed  their  defign  under  the 
iemblance  of  amity,  until  their  fleet  was 
•fitted  out,  and  had  failed  toward  that  ifland. 
Xtie  Turks  then  threw  qIF  the  maflc,  and,  in 
June  1 645,  landed  74,000  men  in  Candia, 
where,  in  their  firfl:  campaign,  they  took  the 
^ftrong  city  of  Canea  with  their  ufual  violence , 
^and  flaughter,  and  thuls  began  in  injufl:ice  a 
iong  and  bloody  contefl:,  which  lafled  until 
t:he  end  of  that  century. 

The  fultan,  in  the  mean  time,  regardlefs 

of  every  thing  but  his  pleafures,  continued  to 

•give  a  loofe  to  the  mofl:  unbounded  fenfuality ; 

^nd  carrying  his  defires  beyond  the  limits  of 

the  harem,  went  at  length  (b  far  as  to  (eize  the 

^daughter  of  the  mufti.    This  outrage  was  the 

cauleof  his  downfal.     The  great  officers  of 

ftate  and  the  fbldiery  embraced  the  caufe.of  the 

venerable  divine,  and  his  ecclefiafl:jcal  power 

was  made  the  infl:rument  of  vengeance  againfl: 

the  tyrant.     A  fetva  was  ifliied  by  the  mufti, 

charging  the  fultan  to  appear,  and  adminifl:er 

jufl:ice  to  his  people ;  and  this  being  treated 

*with  contempt,  was   followed  by  another, 

N  3  declaring. 
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declaring,  "  that  he  who  obeyed  not  the  law. 
of  God  was  no  true  mufelman ;  and  though 
the  perfbn  were  the  emperor  himfelf,  yet 
being  become  by  his  filthy  adlions  an  infidel, 
he  was,  ipfo  faciOy  fallen  from  his  throne,'* 
Upon  the  authority  of  this'  fetva,  the  jani- 
zaries quickly  depdfed  Ibrahim,  and  fent  him 
to  his  former  prifbn,  where,  after  fome  days, 
he  was  ftrangled,  and  his  fbn  Mahomet  ex- 
alted to  the  throne.  The  weight  and  effi- 
cacy which,  in  this  tranfadlion,  appeared  to 
be  given  to  the  fetva,  was  in  fa6l  owing  to 
the  previous  concurrence  of  the  great  officers 
of  ftate,  and  to  the  general  contempt  into 
which  the  fultan,  by  hi§  fenfuality  and  cow- 
ardice, had  fallen, 

MAHOMET    IV.    ( A.  D.  1650.) 

This  emperor  being  but  {even  years  old  a.t 
the  depofitioji  of  his  father,  it  was  deter- 
mined that  his  minority  fhould  coiitinue  ten 
years  longer,  during  which  time  his  mother^ 
affiftcd  by  the  principal  pafhas,  was  to  conduft 
the  affairs  of  government.  The  Venetian 
war  wa5  refolutely  purfued  abroad ;  but  at 
home  great  diflenfions  took  place  between 
the  different;  faftions.  Murat,  the  predeceflbr 
of  Ibrahim,  a  warlike  prince  himfelfj^  had[ 
promoted  only  brave  and  able  men  to  cona- 
rnand   in  the  diftant  paflialiks;   but  thefe, 

during 
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tltiriiig  the  reign  of  his  weak  and  timid  fuc- 
ceffor,  had  aflumed  fo  much  power  as  to  be* 
come  almoft  independent,  To  this  fource 
of  divifion,  was  added  the  mutual  jealoufy  of 
the  Ipahies  and  janizaries,  the  former  aflerting 
thenifelves  as  avensrers  of  the  death  of  flil-* 
tan  Ibrahim,  and  claiming  a  precedency  over 
the  latter  in  affairs  of  government.  The 
leraglio  itfelf  was  farther  divided  by  different 
parties,  fiipporting  the  oppofite  qlaims  of  the 
xiiothcr  and  grandmother  of  the  young  fultan 
to  his  guardianfliip  ;  allthefe  caufes  concur- 
red to  render  in  a  great  mcadire  ufelefe  the 
mighty  preparations  of  the  Turks  to  purfue 
the  war  in  Candia.  The  minority  of  the 
fultan  was  one  continued  fcene  of  difcord  and 
revolt. 

In  1 65 1,  the  fpahies  of  Afia  marched  to- 
ward Conftahtinople,  'demanding  the  heads 
of  the  vizir  and  janizar  aga;  but  this  affair 
was  compromiled  by  the  difcharge  of  thofe 
officers  from  their  employments. 

In  1652,  a  rebellion  broke  out  in  Egypt 
and  at  Datpafeus,  but  was  fbon  quelled ;  and 
the  following  year  the  pafha  of  Aleppo 
marched  with  a  great  body  of  infurgents 
againft  Conftantinbple.  ^  This  pafha,  after 
caufing  great  terror  in  fhe  capital,  fettled  the 
bufinefs  by  treaty,  and  though  a  rebel,  he  was 
fb  highly  efteemed  for  his  at)ilities,  that  on 
'  N4  /  the 


l8^4  C  H  A  PTEH    V. 

the  death  of  the  vizir,  in  1655,  he  was  ele- 
vated to  that  important  office. 

The  ill  fiicceffes  of  the  Turkifh  arms  in  the 
Venetian  war  fp  much  irritated  the  inh^bi-; 
tants  of  Conftantinople,  that  they  came  in  2^ 
body  to  the  gates  of  the  fersiglio,  tumultu- 
•  oufly  demanding  peace ;  nor  was  this  rebellion 
fubdued  by  the  divan  without  great  difficulty, 
and  by  the  facrifice  of  the  new  vizir. 

In  the  year  1656,  while  new  preparationa 
were  making  for  war,   a  fedition,  more  ter-j 
rible  than  any  of  the  preceding;  broke  ou^ 
2^t  Conftantinople.     The  ipahies  and  janizav 
lies  uniting,   under  pretence  of   reforming 
abufcs  of   the    ftate,   ran   in   arms   to    thq 
divan,  and  depofcd  the  grand  vizir  and  other 
officers.     They  entered  the  imperial  palace^ 
plundered  the  treafury  of  two  millions  of 
gold,  and  even  threatened  to  depoie  the  ful- 
tan.     The  city  was  for  feveral  days  given  up 
to  all  the  horrors  of  pillage,  until  the  rebel- 
lion beginning  to  abate,  through  a  want .  of 
union  and  of  fettled  views  among  the  ring- 
leaders,    authority  returned    to;  its  former 
channel ;  the  celebrated    Kiuperli,  pafha  of 
Damafcus,  was  called,  at  the  age' of  eighty,, 
to  the  poft  of  vizir,  and  the  grand   feignior 
himfelf,  attended  by  his  chief  officers,  rode 
through  the  city  to  put  to  death  the  rioters, 
and  to  reftore  public  tranquillity. 

165;-.  The 


*  1657.  The  grand  feignior  from  this  time 
took  the  government  into  his  own  hanck, 
and  employed  himfelf  in  forwarding  the  mi? 
Jitary  preparations ;  but  finding  the  janiza-r 
ries  mutinous  on  account  of  the- non-payment 
pf  their  arrears,  he  attempted  to  quell  them, 
t>y  p'unilliing  the  ringleaders  with  deaths 
The  difcon tents  at  Conftantinople,  however^ 
went  augmented  by  the  fliCcelTes  of  the  Ve? 
petians,  untilthe  vizir,  going  himfelf  at  the 
head  of  a  very  great  force,  took  the  iflands  of 
ITenedos  and  Lemnos,  which  fuccefs  elevat- 
ing the  grand  feignior,  he  went  with  great 
pomp  to  Adrianople,  where  he  offered  peace 
to  the  Venetian  envoys  on  condition  of  their 
iiirrenderhig  Candia  and  ClifJia,  in  Dalma^ 
tia,  and  paying  3,000,000  crowns  of  gold  j 
})ut  this  offer  vyas  too  unreafonable  to  be? 
accepted. 

1658.  The  'grand  feignior  was  for  a  while 
diverted  from  his  intended  invalion  of  Dal* 
xhatia  by  the  defe6lion  .  of  the  pafha  of 
Aleppo,  who  having  revolted,  and  marched 
tbward  Conftantinople,  which  was  at  that 
time  afflifted  with  the  plague,  proclaimed  a 
youth  that  was  with  him  fultan,  as  fon  of 
fiiltan  Murat,  and  refufed  to  liften  to  any 
jterms  of  accommodation, 

J  659.  The  power  of  the  palha  increafing 
ppidly,  the  vizir  marched  at  the  head  of  a 

large 
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large  army  to  give  him  battle,  but .  was  dcx 
feared  with  great  lofs,  and  the  grand  feign ior 
hirofelf  being  obliged  to  take  the  field,  the 
paiha  offered  to  treat  with  him,  which  the 
fultan  accepting,  fent  one  of  his  creatures, 
V^ho,  under  pretence  of  negociatirig,  aifaf'^ 
finated  the  palha.  Some  others,  who  after- 
wards attempted  to  profecute  the  plans  of 
the  decealed  pafha,  were  artfully  difunited 
and  reduced  by  the  artifices  of  th^  vizir. 

1660.  The  portc  now  turned  their  efforts 
againft  the  Venetians;  but  they  being  aflii^ed 
by  a  fupply  of  French  forces,  profecuted  the 
war  with  vigour, 

1 66 1.  The  porte  having,  under  pretence 
of  the  rebellion  of  Ragotfki  in  Tranfilvania, 
reduced  the  important  fortrefs  of  Varadin, 
contrary  to  the  general  peace  concluded  be- 
tween the  emperor  and  the  grand,  feighior, 
9,  caufe  of  war  arofe  between  Turkey  and 
the  German  empire.  This  did  not  imme- 
diately break  out,  though  the  paflia  of  Buda, 
entering  Tranfilvania,  raifed  a  faftion  ia 
favour  of  Turkey,  and  overthrew  the  leader 
of  the  oppofite  party.  The  old  vizir  Kiu- 
perli  now  advifed  the  grand  fcignior  to 
remove  bis  court  to  Adrianople,  where  he 
himfelf  foon  died,  but  not  till  after  he  had 
procured  the  nomination  of  his  fon  to  fuc- 
(feed  hiir^5  who  was  no  Iqoner  elevate^!,  than 

he 
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he  began  to  remove  his  moft  potent  eiiemie? 
by  death  or  banifliment.  During  thefe  com- 
motions the  Venetian  war  was  but  fai|itly 
carried  on. 

1662.  The  revolt  of  the  paflia  of  Mag- 
natia  and  of  the  Georgians  occupied  the  portc 
for  fome  time,  and  the  vizir  being  alfo  em- 
ployed in  eftabliftiing  his  own  influence  more 
iecurely,  the  views  of  hoftility  againfi  the 
German  empire  were  not  profecuted  with 
mitch  ardour,  until  at  the  latter  part  of  the? 
year,  the  commotions  being  moftly  termi- 
nated, the  vizir  earneftly  prepared  for  war, 
^nd  the  paflia  of  Buda  laid  wafte  great  part 
of  Tra^ifilvania,  though  it  was  lubje6l  to  thq 
porte. 

In  1663,  after  deceiving  the  Germans  for 
fome  time  with  a  flaow  of  pacific  intentions, 
^he  fultatx  openly  declared  hoftilities,  by 
marching  at  the  head  of  his  forces  from 
Conftantinople ;  and  though  the  Germans 
made  fair  pffersi  of  peace,  they  were  haugh- 
tily rejefted  by  Mahomet.  The  fultan  pro-, 
ceeded  with  the  army  as  far  as  Adrianoplc, 
and  then  the  vizir  taking  the  command, 
marched  toward  the  confines  of  Hungary^ 
An  inftance  of  his  cruelty  on  this  expedition 
deferves  notice, 

A  chofen  body  of  8,ooq  Germans  having 
attacked  the  Turks  by  night,  and  committed 

great 
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;great  flaughter,  were  at  length  repulfcd,  wid^ 
the  lofs  of  400  Jcilled  and  1,800  prifbners, 
Thefe  latter  the  ^nguinary  vizir  condemned 
to  death,  and  remained  hinxfelf  a  ipeftator 
.of  tbpir  murder  on  the  fcaffold,  until  the 
^murmur?  of  his  ^rmy  obliged  hinni  tp  d^^^ 
^ftcr  having  ftruck  off  i  ,400  heads^ 

The  Turkilh  forces,  continuing  to  advance, 
ilruck  fuch  terror  into  the  emperor,  that  he 
jetreated  from  Vienna  with  the  records  an4 
pther  articles  of  importance;  and  hy  this 
timidity,  no  lefs  than  by  the  diftrafted  ftate 
,of  his  councils,  contributed  much  to  exalt 
th&  arrogance  of  the  Turks ;  but  at  length 
the  valour  of  the  German  generals,  and  of 
their  confederates  the  French,  having  turned 
the  tide  qf  war,  and  the  vizir  being  beaten, 
.with  great  lo{s,  a  peace  was  concluded,  by 
which  the  Turks  reduced  their  former  in-! 
folent  propofals  to  the  ceflion  of  the  fprtrefe 
of  Nieu  Haufel. 

This  affair  being  fully  fettled,  in  1665^ 
the  fultan  began  to  turn  his  thoughts  to  the 
poffeflion  of  the  Ifle  of  Candia,  and  returned 
,to  Conftantinople,  to  prepare  for  the  profe- 
cution  of  his  defign.  Hoftilities  proceeded 
in  the  following  year  with  much  vigour  on 
both  fide^,  and  the  vizir  with  a  great  force 
landed  in  Candia. 

The 
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The  year  1667  opened  with  an  embafly 
from  Polandj  to  complaiii  that  the  Tatars, 
fiibjeft  to  the  fliltan,  had  invaded  that  coun^ 
try,,  and  carried  off  an  hundred  thoufand  per- 
fons  into  flavery ;  but  of  t;hefe  complaints  no 
notice  was  teken^ 

.  On  the  1 1  th  of  May,  m  this  year,  began 
the  famous  fiege  of  Gandia  by  an  army  o£^ 
70,000  Turks,  provided  with  every  neccflary 
for  the  attack  of  fuch  a  place,  and  fumifhed 
with  cannon,  fome  of  which  Carried  balls  of 
1 20  pounds  weight*     So  Certain  were  th^ 
TTurks    of  fuccefs,  that  great   preparations 
were  made  at  Conftantinople  for  illumina- 
tions and  other  rejoicings,  on  the  capture  o^ 
Candia;_   but  that  place  refifted  the    moft 
furious  and   repeated    attacks  with   heroic 
firmnefs,.  and  the  vizir  was  obliged '  to  con- 
tinue the  whole  of  the  winter  in  the  trenches* 
A  fecond  year  pafled  in  a  repetition  of  the 
iame  furious  attacks^   and  the  fame  obftinate 
refiftahce.     In  two  affaults,  the  Turks  loft 
30,000  men ;   but  by  continuarl  flipplies   of 
men  and  ammunition,  they  were  ftill  enabled 
to  prefs  forward,  ar^d  at  length  carried  tl^ 
outworks  of  the  Chriftians* 

The  fultan  finding,  in  the  year.  1669,  that 
the  great  expence  and  exertion  fruitlefsly 
made  in  this  fiege  produced  nothing  but  dif- 
graoe,  began  to  apprehend  the  elevation  of 

his 


l^O  CHAPTER    V* 

his  brothers  to  his  throne,  and  therefore  feht 
orders  to  have  them  ftrangled  ;  hut  the  people 
of  Conftantinople  taking  up  arms  in  their 
favour,  for  the  prefent,  prevented  his  defigns( 
being  put  in  execution;  From  thefe  fears 
he  was  at  length  releafed  by  the  furrender  of 
Candia  by  a  capitulation,  w^hich  formed  the 
bafis  of  a  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Venetians: 
In  this  celebrated  fiege  it  was  computed  that 
40,000  Chriflians^  and  nearly  1 205000  Turks^' 
were  deftroyed. 

In  1670,  the  vizir  returned  home  in  tri- 
umph, and  joined  the  grand  feignior  in  taking 
fteps  for  the  removal  of  his  brothers.  To  this 
end  it  was  judged  neceflary  to  difpatch  the 
moft  turbulent  of  the  janizaries  on  an  expe- 
ditioh  againft  the  Polilh  frontiers,  and  during 
their  abfence  prince  Orkhan  was  privately 
ftrangled. 

The  year  1672  was  fignalized  by  the  Po- 

»  •  J*  '        '         ' 

liih  war;     The  fultan  levying  a  great  forces 

and  being  joined  by  numerous  bands  of  Ta- 
tars, entered  Poland,  fpeedily  conquered  the 
Ukraine,'  and  obliged  the  Poles  to  pay  a 
Jtearly  tribute  of  22,000  ducats*  The  Turks 
and  Tatars  had  killed  or  carried  into  flayery 
more  than  300,000  Polifh  fiibjeAs.  The 
divan  was,  however,  diflatisfied  with  this 
peace,  and  obliged  the  fultan  to  recommence 
the  war,  hotwithftanding  the  menaces  of  the 

tzar 


fear  of  Ruffia,  who  endeavoured  to  intereft 
All  the  fbvereighs  of  Europe  m  the  defeiiCfe 
6f  Poland.  The  domeftic  difturbances  h&d 
occafioned  a  great  levy  of  troops,  fb  that 
the  Turkifh  army  was  very  numerous,  5^et  the 
Poles  repelled  this  iecorid  irruption  more 
bravdy  than  the  former  ;  but  in  the  fucceed- 
ing  campaign;  the  Turks  fwept  away  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  countries  they  invaded j 
diftributing  the  captives  of  both  fexes  as 
flaves  amdng  the  foldiery.  The  fine  country 
df  the  Ukraine  was  rendered  a  defer t.  The 
Turks  took  Human,  and  of  above  100,000 
men,  Who  were  in  it^  vdry  few  efcaped. 

In  1676  died  the  vizir  Achmet  Kiuperlij  to 
whdni  was  chiefly  to  be  attributed  whatever 
fuccefs  bad  attended  the  i-eign  of  Mahomet^ 
and  whofe  merits  were  moft  admirably  ex- 
emplified by  being  ctititrafted  with  the  vice^ 
of  hhi\^(;ctfi^<yv  Kdtra  Mujiapha.  This  new 
vizir  praftifed  every  fpecies  of  rapine  and 
fraud  to  enrich  and  ftrengthen  himfelf,  and 
thinking  war  rridft  favourable  to  his  in- 
fluence (that  with  Poland  being  iended)  in 
1680,  he  called  together  a  moft  folemit 
council,  In  which  he  ufed  every  argument 
to  prove,  that  a  war  would  highly  conduce 
to  "  the  honour  and  advantage  of  the  Jiate^* 
this  being  the  onlyftandard  of  political  mora- 
lity m  Turkey.  Though  he  was  unfuccefsful 

^t 
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at  this  council,  he  prevailed  with  the  grand 
feignior  the  following  year  ;  perfuading  him 
that  the  circumflaaces  enabled  him  to  /£dl  out 
'  the  emperor  of  Germany  with  advantage,  andL 
that  the  French  court  would  favour  his  views* 
This  may  be  called  the  erifis  of  the  Othmait 
power,  when  having  attained  the  acme  of  its^. 
fame  and  fplendor,  its  own  inordinate  ambi- 
tion, and  the  prevalence  of  evil  councils^ 
puflied  it  onward  rapidly  to  its  decline. 

The  porte  and  the  emperor  were  united 
by  a  league  or  truce  of  twenty  years,  three 
years  of  which  remained  yet  unexpired,  and 
the  infra6lion  of  this  treaty  was  the  firft  ikeipi 
toward  that  low  ftate  of  degradation  j  in  which 
the  prefent  age  beholds  this  once  mighty 
empire. 

As  the  prefent  hiftorical  (ketch  is  in- 
tended principally  to  exhibit  the  means  o£ 
violence  and  bloody  by  which  the  Turkifh 
fceptre  has  been  fuftained ;  and  as  we  have 
irow  reached  the  period  of  its  wideft  exten* 
iion,  the  remaining  part  of  its  hiftory  will 
require  but  flight  notice ;  it  will  be  fuf- 
^  ficient  to  point  out  thofe  leading  events  in 
^  the  reign  of  the  fiicceeding  fbvereigns,  which 
moft  immediately  afFefted  the  political  ftate 
of  the  empire. 

The  imperial  war  was  long  and  bloody  j 
the  Turks,  at  firfl  fuccefsful,  penetrated  to 

Vienna, 
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Vicnnav/and  laid  fiege  to  that  capital,  but 
were  forced  to  raife  it  by  Sobielki,  The 
tide  of  their  fortune  now  turning,  Mahomet 
W2fS  depofed  by  the  janizaries,  but  the  war 
was  continued  j  though  with  no  better  fuccels, 
by  the  two  following  fultans,  Achmet  11. 
and  Muftapha  IL  The  latter,  indeed,  at- 
tempted to  reanimate  his  fubje6ls  with  a 
military  fpirit  by  taking  the  field  in  perfon,  but 
being  defeated  by  the  famous  Prince  Eugene, 
he  concluded  the  peace  of  Carlowitz  in  1 699, 
by  which  Tranfilvania  was  ceded  to  the 
tmptrqu         . 

Thefe  circiimftances  confpiring  with  others 
to  render  Muftapha  unpopular,  he  was  de- 
pofed, and'  flicceeded  by  his  brother  Ach- 
met III.  who  forced  the  Ruffians,  by  the  im- 
prudence  of  their  czar,  to  cede,  at  the  peace 
of  Pruth,  many  important  fortreffes.  The 
inordinate  ambition  of  this  prince  next  led 
him  to  attack  the  Venetians  and  other  ChriA 
tian  powers ;  but  his  luccefs  herein  was  widely 
different,  being  reduced,  by  repeated  defeats, 
to  conclude,  at  Paflarowitz,  in  17 18,  a  peace 
highly  difgraceful  to  the  Turkifh  empire. 

His  war  with  Kouli  Khan,  the  Pdrfian 
ufurper,  proved  no  lefs  unluccefsful ;  and  the 
event  of  all  thefe  difgraces  was,  at  length, 
a  revolt,  in  which  he  was  depofed,  and  fuc- 
ceeded  by  Mahomet  V. 

o       •  The 


The  events  of  the  year  1730,  which  pr<v 
i\iced  the  rebellion  of  the  jauizariQS,  the  dc-^ 
pofition  oi^fmict^  and  the  elevation  of  his 

'iaephew  Mahomet j  m  their  eonfequences  were 
alfo  produftive  of  a  confiderable  alteration  ift 
the  mode  of  carrying  on  the  governments 
'  From  the  time  of  Mahomet  II.  it  had 
been  ufual  to  dtelegafe  the  whole  adminiftra- 
tion  to  the  vi^r,  but  as  this  and  the  pre- 
ceding rebellion  had  originated  in  the  over-^ 
groivn  power  and  ambition  of  thofe  who  held 
that  office,  Mahomet,  by  the^^advice  of  hi^ 
^Ifldr-^^t^^  an  experienced  man,  took,  the 
powef  into  his  own  hands,  and  determined 
to  change  his  vizirs  frequently* 

Mahomet,  however,  afterwards  confided 
much  in  the  iuccellbr  of  this  killar-aga,  & 
man  of  the  Htmoft  rapacity  and  iniblence^ 
whc^  extenc&ig  his  attacks  both  againfl  the 
jani2:ari^  and  the  nlema,  thofe  bodies  con* 
^ired  hi&  overthrow,  and  began  to  iho\e 
their  intentions,  by  fetting  fire  to  Conflan* 
tinople*  Tbsf  frequent  repetition  of  theie 
fires  at  length  aroufing  the  itiltan,  he  con- 
ftdted  with  the  mnfti,  and  by  his  advice 
iacrificed  the  kiikr*aga  and  all  his  dependents,i 
and  feized  on  their  ill  gotten  treafbres,  in- 
cluding a  vaft  quantity  of  precious  ftones^ 

:ai;d  above  30,500  purles  (iC»^f9CK5>Qoo)  in 
moaey,  which  were  paid  to  the  halh^t 

The 
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^he  (kath  of  the  J^i/lar  aga  gave  another 
tihfliige  to  the  inter iof  govdfiimenti  His  fue-^ 
treffor  entered  into  ia  clofe  connedioii  With 
the  yiTATf  which  lafted  till  17549  wheii^  ^n 
the  death  of  Makomti^  \iti  brother  Ofman 
came  from  Confinement  to  the  throne ;  and 
the  kifiar  ag^  and  his  fecretary^  theyW^/  ef-^ 
J^endi^  gained  the  confidence  of  the  new  fove* 
reign,  and  afTumed  their  former  power. 

On  the  death  of  Ofman>  in  i  y.sji  Mufta- 
J>ha,  the  fon  of  Achmet  (before*mentioncd) 
lucceeded,  and  he  placing  an  implicit  Con* 
fidence  in  ^he  vizir  Ragib  Mehemety  fol- 
lowed  his  counfel,  and  deprived  the  kijlar  aga 
of  his  place  and  influence,  and  attached  to 
the  vi^irat  great  part  of  the  emolumefftts  for- 
merly given  to  the  kiflar  aga ;  fuch  as  the 
management,  of  the  revenues  of  the  hatrem, 
arillng  from  large  diftrifts  in  Afia  and  Eu- 
rope, and  the  appointment  of  all  the  officers. 
Since  that  time  vizirs  have  been  removed  kfs 
frequently. 

The  depofition  of  a  vi^Sir  of  efferidt  does 
not  much  afFeft  the  progrefs  of  public  bufi- 
jAefs  J  for  the  different  departments  afe  very 
fttinujtely  fubdivided,  and  the  Jfiibordinate  of- 
^cers  continue  \tx  moft  of  them  unafifeded  by 
a  change  of  the  fuperior.  Thefd  iubofdi- 
nate  officers  of  thte^  fi^Kglio  amotrnt  to  fbme 
Jiundrcds,  and  as  tl^  always  pretejpd  to  ifijl- 

t>  a  low 


i^6  .     C  H  A  P  T  £  li    V. 

low  precedent,  they  can  expedite  of  pro<5fa{^ 
tinate  hufiiiefs  at  will,  by  means  of  thi^iubdi^ 
vifioa*    , 

From. this  digreffion  to  the  fubjeft  of  ad* 

miniftrative  government  w^e  return  t6  notice 
the  military  affairs  of  the  empire,  Maho- 
met V;  fucceeding  to  the  conteft  agaiiifl: 
Kouli  Khan,,  carried  it  on  with  no  better  liic- 
cefs  than  his  predeceflbr,  arid  was  forced  to 
an  inglorious  peace:  Being  afterwards  en- 
gaged in  a  war  with  the  Germans  and  Ruf- 
fians, the  latter  advanced  fo  rapidly  stgainft 
him  as  to  threaten  his  capital  itfelf,  and  thus- 
forced  him  to  conclude  a  hafty  peace^ 

Olrnan  III.  dying  in  1757,  was  iiicceeded 
by  Muftapha  III.  who,,  in  the  beginning  of 
1 769^,  determining  to  attack  the  Ruffians,  or- 
dered the  Tatars,,  under  Krim  Guerai  Khan^ 
to  mvad^s  their  tcrritorv,.  The  ravasjes  comi- 
mitted  by  thefe  barbarian  hordes  I  have  *elie.-  ' 
where  defcribed ;  they  were  luch  as  the  lat« 
emprefs,  who  thei#  fate  on  the  throne,  could 
liot  but  view  with  indignation,  and  avenge 
with  power^ 

A  bloody  war*  commenced  with  the  ex- 
ploits of  Prince  Gallitzin,  who  attacking  the 
,Turks  at  Choczim,  in  their  entrenchments^ 
gained  a  complete,  victory,  on  the  30th  of  ' 
April  17*69.  The  fame  general  gained  an- 
other important  vi6torr, near  the  fame  place,^' 
"  oik 
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on  the  13th  of  Jialy  fdllowiiig ;  but  was  pre- 
vented from  carrying  the  fortrefs  of  Chqcziin 
itfelf  hy  the  prudent  and  cautious  meafures, 
of  the  vizir.  The  undilciplixied  and  tiirhu- 
lent  ftate  of  the  Turkilh  forces,  however, 
agreeing  ill  with  fiich  prudence,  this  great,  or 
at  Icaft  fortunate  officer,  was  lacrificed  to  the 
dariaours  of  the  janizaries,  and  fucceeded  by 
a  rnan  no  ways  his  equal  in  military  Ikill. 

The'uew  vizir  attempting  td^crofs  the 
Tfiefter  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  on  the  9th 
of  September,  was  defeated  by  Prince  Gal- 
Jitzin,  with  the  lofs  of  7,ooq  men  killed  on 
the  fpot.  A  fimilar  attempt,  renewed  on  the 
1 7th  of  the  fame  month,  met  with  limilar 
fortune;  the  Turks  were  defeated,  and  obliged, 
A  abandon  Choczim  ;  and  it  was  fuppofed 
that  thefe  tw^o  defeats  coft  them  28,000 
i:illed,  woundedj  and  priibners,  befides  nearly 
50,000,  who  deferted  the  army  in  its  tumul- 
tuous retreat. 

Prince  Gallitzin  retiring  .with  honour,  rer 
iigried  the  command  to  General  Romanzow, 
who,  having  fpeedily  over-run  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  and  received  the  oaths  of  allegi- 
ance, readily  offered  by  its  inhabitants,  gained 
two  Iplendid  vidories  over  theTurkiflj  forces, 
on  the  1 8th  of  July  and  the  2d  of  Auguft,* 

The  enterprifmg  fpirit  of  the  efnprefs  led 
'  o  3  iier 
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her  to,  adopt  the  more  ftrikiog  and  novel  mea« 
iure  offending  a  fleet  into  the  Mediterranean^ 
and  thus  attacking  the  Turkifh  empirp  on 
both  iides ;  and  this  mealure  was  crowne4 
with  fiiccefs.  The  inhabitants  <jf  the  Morea 
flew  to  arms  on  the  approach  of  the  Rufltans, 
But  the  moil  brilliant  a6tion  of  this  nav^l 
campaign  was  the  viftory  of  Chefin^,  ai^ 
Jiarbour  on  the  cpaft  of  Natolia,  into  which 
the  Turkish  fleet  being  driven,  were  all  de* 
ftroyed  by  firefhips.  Had  count  Orlow  foU 
Jowed  the  advice  of  admiral  Elphinlbn,  % 
brave  and  experienced  officer  in  th<?  emprefs'si 
iervice,  the  Ruffian  fleet  would  have  f^led 
^o  Conftaptinople  immediately  after  the  de-» 
ftrufilion  pf  the  Turkiih  fhips  at  Chefm6, 
Thefe,  and  other  fuccefles  of  the  RuflianSf 
forced  the  Turks  to  conclude  a  diihonourable 
peace  on  the  2 1  ft  of  July,  1 774,  Ihortly  after 
the  death  pf  JVfuftapha^  and  the  ftcceffioa  of 
his  brother  Abdulhamid* 

We  have  thus  brought  down  our  view  of 
the  Turkifh  hiilory  to  our  own  times  ;  th^ 
peage  of  1774  was  the  firft  great  ftep  to- 
ward the  limitation  pf  an  empirp,  which,  a* 
we  have  feen^  was  originally  founded  on  ra-^ 
pine  aiid  injuftice.  This  Wow  wa^  effe^ally 
follqwed  up  by  the  iucceeding  war>  which 
was  terminated  fb  favourably  to  Ruffia,  ii\ 
f  790  j  and  i^  is  fcarcely  t6  be  doubted,  that 

wothei 
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mother  wa^^  conduced  on  iimiUr  principles^ 
snuft  totallj^  extinguifli  the  Turkifh  power  in 
Europe ;  an  'event  iefitable  to  taoft  Chriftian 
nations^  and  particidarly  to  Great  Brit;iaia.  , 
I  have  ceafed  eoumei=ating  all  the  mafia- 
crcs  and  breaches  di  £iith  the  Turks  have 
cmtuAitted  for  this  laft  cen^ry  and  a  haii> 
Their  coadu6l  has  been  tiniforn>.  Cypnls 
|U)d  Candia  WQvl4  iirwih  a  vohune. 
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Of  Arts  and  'Sciences,  Commerce,  and  G^era^ 
Manners.   '    "" ' 

HAVING  traced  theoatUiie  of  tbofe 
grand  leading  caufes '  oJF  n^ional  im- 
portance OF  decline,  which  arife  irom  reli- 
gious and  political  inftitut^ons,  and  from  the 
events  of  paft  ages,  it '  may  not  be  amiis  tp 
turn  our  view  to  the  more  dpmeftic  circum-, 
ftances  or  prejudices  of  a  people,  their  know-, 
ledge  or  prejudices  relative  to  commerce  ant^ 
the  arts,  and  their  habits  of  mutual  intcr- 
courie  and  aflbciation. 

From  what  has  already  been  iaid  of  tho* 
(jaufes  affeiling  the  Turkiih  cbarafter,  it 
muft  be  evident  that  it  affords  but  a  fterile 
foil  for  the  culture  of  the  arts'.  All  their  ha^ 
bits  tend  to  an  indplence  little  favourable  to 
the  emanations  of  genius ;  hence  refults  a 
want  of  curiofity  for  the  objedU  of  Jcience  in 
general ;  and  to  thefc  muft  be  added  the  re-.. 
fixaints  of  their  religion  and  government. 

A  religion  abounding  in  the  groffeft  ig-; 
tiorance  and  iiiperftition,  and  which,  at  the. 
iame  time,  teaches  its  followers  that  they, 
alone  are  the  favoured  of  God  ;  that  as  their 
faith  is  the  pureft,  £o  are  they^  themfelves, 
' '        -■■-■■ ^^ 
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(:lie  wifeft  of  mankind,  precludes  them  froni 
copying  their  inore  enlightened  neighbours, 
and  even  leads  them  tp  conclude  that  the 
parfiLiijts  ftf  infidels  muft  be  a(  leaft  frivolous^ 
if  not  immoral.  - 

The  fuperftitions  of  this  religion  have  not, 
like  the  Splendid  rpythology  of  ancient  Greece, 
pr  the  religious  pomp  of  modern  Rome,  any 
medium  of  communication  with  the  arts,  iiich 
as  would  be  lupplied  by  the  decoratipn  of 
temples,*  or  the  page&ntry  of  public  gatnes 
and  proceffions :  Mahomed  ftrenuonfly  and 
iuccefsfuUy  combated  'the  idolatry  of  hii 
countrymen,  and  throihgh  fear  of  their  re-* 
lapfe,  ftridly  forbade  any  appeal  to  the  fenfes 
-by  ftatuary  or  painting.  However^  the 
Perfians,  and  fome  of  the  Arab  kalifs,'only 
confid^red  this  prohibition  as  relating  to  the 
reprefentation  of  figui:e$  as  the  obj$6J:  of 
worihip. 

It  is- true,,  that  this  religion  has  not  unif 
verfeUy  ■  ad:ed  withfo  much  force  to  the  exr 
tin6lic^  of  intellcft.  Under  the  Iplendid  r^iga 
of  Abdurrahman,  the  founder  of  the  Arabian 
mqnarchy  ia  Spain,  it  affumed  a  more  divi* 
iized  form.  T&at  political  fovereign  pror 
moted  intermarriages  between  his  Maliome- 
dan  and  Chriftiaaiufegedls,  and  favoured  the 
natural  prdpenfity  of  the  Arabs  to  literature 
and  fcience,  at  a  (inie  whea  thef reil  of  man^ 

kind^ 
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km4  were  iunk  in  ignorance  and  barbariiin  ; 
bnt  in  all  thde  proceedings  ^he  departed 
widdy  from  the.  ^rit  of  intolerance  aa<} 
bigotry,  which  the  Turk^  have  uniformly  at- 
tached to  their  religion,  and  he  is  to  be  view^r 
ed  xnore  in  the  light  of  a  liberal  pdliticiaia 
than  of  a  religious  endiuilaiL  Thcf  live! j 
numners  and  ardent  minds  of  the  Arabs  tern* 
pered  the  ii^uence  of  a  relig^Mci  fundameur 
tally  barbarous  and  gloomy  r  but  the  T)irk$ 
have  not  only  given  to  (uperftition  its  fuU 
iway,  but  have  even  augmented  its  in&ienc^ 
hy  ciircumftances  of  additional  barbarifm^ 

The  iiifpicions  of  defpotifin  muft  ever  ten4 
to  degrade  and  brutalize  its  unha]^y  (ubje6bw 
Few  are  the  inducements  yrhich  the  torpi4 
Turk  has  to  apply  him&lf  to  ipiencf^  an4 
thofe  few  are  annihilated  by  the  f(^ar  of.  ex« 
citing  diftruft  in  the  ^^emment^  TraveU 
ling,  that  great  fburce  of  expanfion  and  iiQ* 
provement  to  the  mind, .  is  entirely  checked 
by  the  arrogant  fpirit  qf  his  rei^on;  aiicl 
intencourie  with  foreigners  jnnong  tfaesi:^  fwn 
ther  than  thofe  immediately  in  their  iervice^ 
hy  the  jealonfy  with  which  inch-  intercourie 
is  viewed  in  a  perlbn  not  ixjveibd  with  ao. 
official  chara6ler^  .     , 

The  jM-efcnt  fiiltan  ij  the  firft  Turkic  ibr 
vereign.  who  has  conde&ended  to  fend  mi* 
nii!^eraio  rcfide  at foreign  CDUiti^^  :  ' . 

.    .  General 
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Getiersd  knowledfe  is,  from  thefe  cax&s^ 
if  At  ^11  cultivated;  every  man  i»  ibp 
l^oied  to  know  bis  own  bufineis  or  profeffioxif 
with  whicli  it  is  efteemed  fooliih  and  im^ 
proper  for  »ny  other  perfen  to  interfere^ 
Thp  ii>an  of  general  iclencei,  a  character  fg 
freqiipnt  and  {o  ufeful  in  Chriftian  Europe 
is  uokopwn ;  and  ?my  one,  but  a  mere  arii^ 
^er,  who  iboyld  concern  bimfelf  with  the 
founding  pf  cannon,  the  building  of  fhipsi,  or 
Jth?  like,  would  be  pfteemed  little  better  than 
^  madman,  The  natural  confequence  of 
thefe  narrow  views  is,  that  the  profeflbrs  of 
^ny  art  or  fcience  are  themfelvcs  profoundly 
ignorant,  and  that  the  greateft  abfiirdities 
j»re  mixed  with  all  their  ipecuUtions* 

I  fhalj  elucidate  this  by.  detailing  the  opi^ 
liionS  received,  not,  pnly  by  the  populapj; 
but  even  by  the  pretended  literati ^  in  various 
|>ranche$  of  l^nowledge, 

AsTRONOMY.-TrFrom  the  mufti  to  the 
pealant  it  is  generally  beUey?d  that  there  are 
^ven  heavens,  from  which  the  earth ,  is  iin-t 
moveably  (iifpended  by  9.  large  chain;  ^t 
Ithe  &n  is  an  immenfe  ball  of  fire,  at  leaft  a* 
big  asa<whole  Ottoman  province,  .farme4 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  giving  light  and  heal 
tb  the  earth ;  that  ecUpfes  of  the  moon  are 
Qccaiioned  by  a  great  dragon  attempting  to 
devour  that  luminary;  that  the  iu(ed  Ibra 
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hang  by  chkin$  from  the/higneft  heaven, 
&c.  4^c.  Thefe  abujfdities  iare  in^'tiaft  fiiip-' 
ppr^efj  hy^thfi  tei^imony  of  theiKoran;  ^tid 
tlije-.^ftronorpers,  asthey  are  called,  therii- 
^ves  all  pretend  to  aftrolbgy,  a  profeffion  (o 
jpuch  efteeppijed/ that  an  aftrolog^r  is  kept  iii 
the  pay  of  (h 9  court,  as*  well asof moft great 
Ijien.' 

..  ,GEOGRAPHY.--r-Of  the  relative  fituatioa 
qf .  countries  th?y  are  ridiculopfly  ignorant, 
and  all  their  accounts  of  foreign  nations  arc 
mixpd  with  fiipcrftitious  fables.  They  dif- 
tinguiih  different  Chriftian  ftates'by  diffe-t' 
rent  apeU^tipns  of  contempt, 

»      • 
Epithets   which  the  Turks   apply  to 

thofe  who .  alt ''  not  Ofinanlis,   and  which 

they  oft^n  uf?$  (o  denominate  their  n^v 

tion,  i 

J&amanf    •       r    gut-fellers        1^        .        (gigulrgef) 
M  t-rd-eaters.  dirUeaters,  J  ^,  ,  »    . 

alio,  pacC'^caiTiers    J^ .  ^         '  * 

B'/hiaks  and   1  ,      ,  ,        . 

■C,  ,      .        ?     -f    vagabonds        «        •.  (potur)' 

pulgartans  3  °  . 

(Ari/iiaas  -  -  idolaters'  --  •  [p^rpurifty 
Dutch  -  -  cheefc-mongers  -  -  (P^nir^ee)- 
Englijh  -  atheifts  «  (dinfa)  i.e.  having  no  religion,. 
Flemmtngs  -9  -  panders  «  (fflamini^  pszevimJk) 
frencb      -        -  f^iithleft      ^    '     (fi'^^Jih  imanfis) 

Georgians  -  -  loufe*eaters  •  •  (bltyeyedfi)' 
Germans  -  -  infidel  blafphemers  -  -  (gurur  iiafer)' 
Greeis  of  the  iflands  '<-  ha^es  -  .-  XtajvfiqfiXi 
ite^f^s  or  Franks  -  many-coloured  -e  (firenki^  bajfarrenki) 
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-  -:   '    (ciefut)^. 

-  (bogdafii  nadcin) 
(fudul  gutaur) 
{rufsy  menkiusj 

'     -     (fajhyeyedgeey 
-         (chingani) 


.5^ftt^  -  .  .  -  mangy  dogs 
Moldavians  -  -  drones  - 
Piles  -  ■  -  infolent  infidels 
Ruffians  ^  •  -  mad  infidels 
Spaniards  -  -  lazy .  -* 
!K7farj  -  -  carrioA-eatefS 
JValachlans         -  gypfies 


Before  the  Ruffian  fleet  .dame  into,  tho 
Mediterranean,  the.minifters  of  the  porta 
would  not  beUeve  it  poffible  for  them  tor 
approach  Gonftantinople  but.  from  the  Qlack 
Sea*  The  captain  paiha  (gr«at  admis-si.)  af- 
firmed, that  their,  fleet  might  come  by  the 
way  of  Venice.  From  this,  and  a  thoufand 
fimilar  and  authentic  anecdotes,  their  -igno- 
rance of  the  lituatipn  of  countries  is  evident  j 
and  as  to  the  .flpries  which  they  univerfally 
believe,  they  a^e  fuch  as  the  following:  that 
India  is  a  country  ifar.diftatnt,  where  there 
are  diamonds,  fine  mufliris,f  and.  other  ftuflfe^ 
and  great  riches;  but  that  'the  people,  are 
little  known;  that  they  are.  Mahomedans^ 
moftly,  but  do  not  acknowledge  the  kalifat 
of  their  fultan ;  that  the  Perfians  are  a>  very 
wicked  people,  and  will  be  all  damnpd ;  that 
they  will  be  changed  into  affes  in  hell,,  and 
that  the  Tews  will  ride  on  them ;  that  the. 
Europeans  are  all  wicked  infidels,,  knowing 
an  art  of  war,  which  is  fbmetimes- dangeroxis^ 
jbut  will  all  be  conquered  in  time,  and  reduced 

to 
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to  the  obedience  of  the  fiiltafl;  that  tiie^ 
Women  and  children  ought  to  b6  carried  ihtd 
captivity;  that  no  faith  is  t6  be  ke|>t  with 
them^  and  that  to  mafl^re  them  is  highlj 
merhoriouS)  if  they  refufe  to  become  Maho- 
medans;  yet  they  have  among  them  a  pro-* 
phecy,  that  the  fins  ofyellownefsy  which  they 
mterprek  to  be  the  Rtiffians^  are  to  take 
Cdnfiantiilople ;  diat  the  Engliih  are  power« 
M  b]r  &a>  and  the  French  and  Germans  by 
\^suii  that  the  Ruffians  are  the  moft  power-* 
ftl^  and  they  call  them  the  great  infidels^ 
but  they  are  acquainted  with  no  details  of 
thefb  countries. 

Anci£KT  Histoey. — ^Thcy  have  heard 
^i  aa  Alexander^  who  was  the  greateft  mo-» 
Barch  and  conqueror,  and  the  greateft  hero 
jQ  the  world.  The  fiiltans  often  compare 
^diemfBves  to  him  in  their  writmgs.  Sultan 
Mbhomed  IV«  in  his  letter  to  the  Ruffian 
C2sar,  Alexis  Michaelovitz,  calls  himielf 
•*  mei^r  of  all  the  umverfe^  and  equal  in  power 
^  to  jilexander  the  Great.^^  They  talk  of 
hitn  always  as  the  model  of  beroifin  to  be 
imitated,  but  they  know  not  who  he  was/ 
Sermon,  they  lay,  was  the  wifeft  man,  and 
the  greateft  magician,  that  ever  exiftcd,  and 
thsrt  Pafaiyra  and  Balbck  were  built  by  Ipirits 
at  his  conynand. 

PoETtY 
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They  have  a  few  poets,  as  they  are  called, 
whofe-  eompofitions  are  moftly  little  ibngs 
ami  ballads ;  but  in  thefe,  as  well  as  their 
profe  writings,  they  differ  widely  from  the 
iimpKcity  of  the  Arabs,  as  they  abound  with 
falie  conceits;  and  the  language  is  a  barba* 
rous  mixture  of  the  Turkifti  with  Perfian 
and  Arabic,  not  unlike  that  **  Babylonijk 
•*  itialeif*  of  our  puritans,  wbicl$i  Butler 
compares  to  ^^fufiian  cut  onfat'm^^ 

.Oi  the  general  tafte  of  the  Turks,  Tott 
has  given  a  juft  defeription,  when  he  feys; 

a  don^e  meanings  or  a  literal  tranfpojttkn^ 
*  forms  the^  extent  of  their  fiudies  and  literature^ 

and  every  thing  that  ^an  be  invented  Jy  f^J^ 
•*  ta^y  to  fatigue  the  mndy  conJUtut-ei  their  de^ 
**  lights  and  excites  their  admiration.*^  ^ 

This  leads  me  to  a  confideration  of  the 
Turkiih  language,  a  point  on  which  I  (hall 
make  fomeobfervations  rather  niore  at  length, 
a3  it  has  not  been  hitherto  treated  with  any 
degree  of  accuracy.  -The  origin  of  the  Turk- 
ifli  language  was  the  Zagutai^  a  diale£i  of 
that  Tatariaa  tongue,  which  has  been  fpread 
fo  widely  by  the  hoftile  incuriions  of  &flferent 
barbarians. 

The  coii^je6hires  of  Tott  on  this  fobjefi: 

are  juftly  correfted .  by  Peyffonel,  whafe  ob* 

iervations  on  the  different  origin  of  thefp 

*  '  languages 


Jangug^ges  are  deferying  attention.     Ambnj^ 
the  barbarous  hordes  that  have  at  different 
periods  overfldwed    Europe  and  Afia   from 
the  north  and  weft,^   he  diftinguiflies  three 
great  and  diftinft  nations^  differing  in  origin 
and  in  language,  the  Celts  or  Teutons^  the 
Fens  or   Slavonians,  and  the  Huns  or  Ta- 
tars*     It  may  be  doubted^  whether  in  the 
firft  clafs  he  does  not  confound  two  very  dif- 
ferent tribes^  as  the  remains  of  the  Celtic 
and  Teutonic  languages  ftill  exifting  in  Eu-^ 
rope  bear  evfery  mark  of  unoriginal  difference. 
Thefe,  however^  he   thinks   (with   juftice) 
were  the  firfl  of  the  barbarian  invaders,  in* 
eluding  the  Vandals,  Goths,  Oflrogoths,  Vi- 
figdths>  &c.  who  all  ifTued  from  the  countries 
between  the  Northern  Ocean  and  the  Baltic 
Sea.     The  fecond  in  order  of  time  were  the 
Fens,  Venni,  or  Slavonians,  who  inhabited 
the  borders  of  the  Danube  and  the  Euxine^ 
and  from  whofe   language    the   Slavonian, 
Ruffian,  and  Polifli  of  the.  prefent  day  are 
derived.     The  lateft  of  all  were  the  Huns  or 
Tatars,  who,  proceeding    from    what    has 
been  called  the  Platform  of  Tatary,  have 
ipread  from  the  fea  of  Japan  to  the  frontiers 
of  Poland,  and  have  at  different  periods  feized 
upon  the  Chin^fe,  Indian,  Perfian^^and  Turk- 
ish empires. 

The 
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The  Zagatai  language,  as  muft  necefiarily 
"be  the  cafe  with  a  tongue  fj^oken  by  fuch 
barbarians,  was  poor  and  confined,  and  its 
deficiencies  have  been  fijppHed  by  the  adop- 
tion of  terms  from  the  Arabic  ahd  Perfian. 

The  Turkifli  language  is  the  eafieft  of  any 
ene  we  are  acquainted  with,  beeaufe  it  i^ 
the  moft  regular.  It  has  only  one  conjuga- 
tion of  the  verbs  {excepting  a  difference  of 
ek  and  a^  in  the  infinitive,  which  the  ear 
foon  learns  to  diftinguiih)  and  but  one  de- 
eleafion  of  the  nouns.  There  is  no  excep- 
tion, nor  any  irregular  verb  or  noun,  in  the 
language.  The  cales^and  perfons  are  denoted 
by  the  termination,  as  in  Latin,  but  thephrale- 
ology  is  much  naore  eaiy,  and  the  tranfpofition 
is  not  carried  to  £0  difficult  a  length.  The 
Turkifli  language  has  no  gender.  Woman, 
and  fome  of  the  fituatione  of  women,  are 
diftinguiAied  by  different  words;  as  wife, 
daughter ;  but  a  fifler  is  called  a  girl^brother. 
The  titles  of  women  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
men;  FatimaSu/ian  (not  SuJtana^  which  is 
m  Italian  word);  mother-fultan  is  the  queen 
(or  princefs)  mother.  The  word  Sultan,  ap- 
plied Jto  the  fovereign,  and  the  males  of  his 
family,  precedes  their  proper  names;  all 
other  titles  follow  the  nai^ie :  Galga  Sultan^ 
Mahomed  Pajha^  AH  Effendi.  They^  have 
compound  words,  as  in  Greek,  though  they 

p  are 
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are  mpre  limited  in  their  ufe.     It  is  true,  the 
Turkifh  language  is  not  very  copious,  yet  it 
is  manly,  energetic,  and  fbnorous.  To  fupply 
the  want  of  words,  or  more  frequently,  fronx 
a  defire  of  Appearing  learned,  their  writers  in^? 
troduced  Arabic  and  Perfian,  and  thefe  lan- 
guages are  now  confiderably  mixed  with  the 
diale6ls  fpoken  at  the  feraglio  (or  court,)  an4 
it  the  bar  (or  iriakami).  The  Arabic  is  moftly 
intermixed  in  topics  of  ethics,  religion,  or 
law ;  and  the  Perfian,  in  fubjc6ls  of  gaUantrj'^ 
poetry,  and  at  the  feraglio.     Had  they  only 
naturalized  foreign  words,  and  adapted  them 
to  the  grammar  of  their  own  language,  as  we 
do  in  Engliih,  they  would  have  enriched  it, 
without  making  it  more  difficult,  and  have 
preferved  its'  charafter  ;  but  thefe  words  and 
phrafes  preferye  the  grammar  of  the  language 
they  belong  to,  which  creates  a  real  difficulty, 
?ind  renders  it  neceflfary,   in  order  to  read  a 
firman^  or  a  piece  of  poetry,  to  know  fbme- 
thing  of  the  Arabic  and  Perfian  grammars. 
This  will  beft  be  demonftrated  by  an  exam- 
ple ;    Suppofing  the  Latin  to  be  Arabic,  and 
the  Perfian  French,  a  Turk  would  write,  if 
Engliih  w;ere  his  language,  in  the  following 
cdauuer  : 


Language 
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Language  of  a  Mufti  or  Dodor. 

I  do  not  love  deplorare  vitam^  as  many,  and 
//  doEit^fcepe  fecerunt ;  nor  do  I  repent  that  I 
have  lived  at  all,  becaufe  I  have  ainji  vecu^ 
as  not frujir a  m^  natum  exijlimem :  I  do  not  / 
affert  that  Uedium  vii^  proceeds  more  from 
want  of  fteadmefs  in  our  true  religion,  than 
from  atra  bilis.  .  If  a  man  deftroys  himfelf, 
he  is  either  i^/ams^  and  a  holy  fool,  or  one 
poffefled  demonis,  or  he  is  un  athee — an  in- 
fidel, or  a  Frank.  Pray  deum  that  he  may 
preferve  you  againft  thofe  who  \Xqw  onnodos 
fununiy  and  whifper  in  the  ear^ 

Language  of  a  T*urkijh  Poet. 

The  eyes  of  /'  abbreuveufe  *  inebriate  me 
more  than  le  vin^  andy^j  jleches  penetrate  la 
mo'ele  de  mes  os  quicker  than  thofe  from  tlie 
bow. 

This  is  the  firft  couplet  of  a  fbng  in  pure 
Arabic,  (pompofed  by  an  Arabian,)  which  I 
have  thus  written^  to  fhew  how  a  Turk 
would  exprefs  the  fame  fentiment  with  re{pe6t 
to  the  language ;  the  genuine  Turkifh  com- 
pofitions  are  ridiculoufly  hyperbolical. 

It  muft  be  obferved,  that  very  few  of  thole, 
who  lard  their  writings  or  difcourfes  with  . 

*  She  Vfiio  pours  out  the  wine. 

p  2  Arabic 
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Arabic  or  Perfian  phrafes,  are  much  ac- 
quainted with  thofe  languages;  but  they 
h^ve  learnt  the  phrafes  and  terminations  moft 
in  ufe,  and  know  the  meaning  of  a  feu- . 
tence,  without  underftanding  each  word  fe- 
parately,  or  having  much  idea  of  the  gram- 
mar. 

It  is  aftonifhing  that  they  have  not  per- 
fefted  their  alphabet.     They  write  generally 
without  points,   and  it  is  then  impoffible  to 
read  their    writing    without    knowing   the 
language    well.      When    they  read   fgreign 
words  or  n^mes,    two   people  leldom  read 
them  alike.     If  the  perfe6^on  of  a  written 
charadler  be  to  reprefent  words  in  a  clear 
and  unambiguous  paanner  to  the  eye,   they 
certainly  are  farther  from  it  than  any  other 
nation, ,  and  they  have  remained  in  this  ftate 
of  imperfection,  without  making  the  leaft  at-, 
tempt  to  improvement,  fb  long,  that  no  effort 
is  now  to  be  expefted  from  them*     Many 
of  the  letters  have  each  three^  different  forms, 
when  they  begin,  are  in  the  middlct  pr  end  a 
word.     .  The    Arabic   printed  iii  Chriftian 
countries,    and  on  Mount  Libanus  by  the 
Maronites,  ismoredLftin6tand  moVee^fily  read 
than  the  written,  though  this  is  more  elegant 
in  its  appearance,  which  is  but  a  lecondary 
quality.     It  requires  great  pradice  to  be  abl§ 
%o  read  the  Arabic  chara6ler  quicli. 

UpOQ 
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Upon  thefe    different    circumftances    re- 
lating to  the  Turkifh  language' are  grounded 
the  different  opinions  of  the  Baron  de  Tott 
and  M.  de   Peylfonel,  the  former  of  whom 
juftly  r^nksj  among  the  obftru61ions  to  fcience 
in  Turkey,  the  difficulty  of  writing  and  read- 
ing the  language.     To  this  Peyflbnel  oppofes 
the  facility  with   which  the  Baron  himfelf 
acquired  a   knowledge  of  the  Turkifh  lan- 
guage, without  obferving  that    this   know- 
ledge only  extended  to  /peaking    it,  a  talk 
which  was     comparatively    eafy.      Mr.    de 
Tott  never  j^cquired  Ikill  enough  to  read  it 
readily.     Peyflbnel  alfo  adduces,  as  an  addi- 
tional argument,  the  ability  of  feveral  Euro* 
pean  interpreters,  whole  names  he  mentions  ; 
but  this  eulogium  was  only  applicable  to  the 
celebrated  M.  Muragia,  and  not  even  to  him 
in  its  full  extent;  nor  does  this  prove  any 
thing  in  favour  of  the  Turks  themfelves,  fince 
the  "  advantage  which  they  poflefs  as  natives 
IS  more  than  counterbalanced  by  their  habits 
of  apathy  antl  indolence*  Peyflbnel  is  equally 
incorrei^  in  comparing  the  different  charac- 
ters of  the  Turks  to  the  different  hands,  the 
italic,  running  hand,  engrofllng,  &c.  ufed  in 
other  parts  of  Europe. 

In  thofe  countries,  the  diff^erent  hands  have 
all  fuch  a  degree  of  fimilarity,  that  few  are  at 
a  lofe  $0  write,  and  none  to  read  them  at  all, 
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and  a  perfon  who  had  learned  one  hand,  m 
a  few  h6urs  mi2:ht  learn  the  others  ;  but  in 
Turkey,  Icarcely  any  perfon  is  verfed  in  the 
difFerent  charafters,  except  the  profSJfed 
writer Sy  and  even  among  them  thefe  charac- 
ters are  employed  each  for  its  diftinft  arid  pe- 
culiar purpofe  :  the  nejliki  is  ufed  in  works 
of  fcience  ;  jthe  tcalik^  for  poetry ;  the  divaui^ 
for  ftate  papers,  commiffions,  and  epiftolary 
correfpondence ;  and  the  falusy  for  infcrip- 
tions,  deyifes^  &c.  If  the  difficulty  prefented 
by  thefe  various  cbarafters  feems  at  fir  ft  view- 
light,  it  muft  be,  remembered,  that  a  flight 
obftacle,  thrown  in  the  wav  of  an  indolent 
Turk,  becomes  infuperable'from  his  general 
difiegard  of  fcience^ 

The  art  o( printings  though  often  attempt- 
ed, has  never  been  introduced  among  the 
Turks,  and  this  not  owing  to  the  difficulty  of 
forming  x\rabic  types,  as  has*  been  by  fome 
alledged,  for  the  Chriftians  of  Mount  Leba- 
iK)n,  as  well  as  we,  print  books  with  Arabic 
chara£l:ers  r  if  they  require  the  beauty  of  the 
written  chara6ler,  they  might  engrave  on 
copper  ;  but  tlie  true  caufe  of  this  neglefl,  is 
the  Turkifh  indolence  and  contempt  for  all 
innovations. 

Is  it  not  matter  of  aftoniflifiient,  that  fince 

the  iirft  eftj^blifhment  of  their  manufadory 

'of  carpets,  they  have  not  improved  the  de- 

2"  figns, 
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Cgns,  and  particularly  as  they  are  not  forbid- 
den to  imitate  flowers  ?  The  fame  may  bo 
iaid  of  their  embroidery,  and  of  the  ftufF) 
made  at  Prula,  Aleppo,  and  Damaicus.  Their 
carpets  owe  their  excellency  only  to  the  ma* 
terials  they  are  made  of. 

In  all  the  Turkifli  arts,  the  traces  of  iuper- 
ftition  ^re  obfervable.  Their  qrchite£lur€ 
does  not  imitate  that  of  ancient  Greece,,  ncir 
have  they  corrected  one  fault,  or  conceived 
any  idea  of  proportion,  from  the  perfcd  mo* 
dels  they  have  daily  before  their  eyes.  In 
fliort,  they  have  never  ftudicd  architedure ; 
and  as  to  the  pradice  of  Europeans^  it  would 
be  derogatory  to  the  mufelman  dignity  XA 
copy  infidels.  They  have  taken  their  notions 
of  general  forms  from  the  Arabs,  and  faavt 
added  nothing  of  their  own^  The  church 
of  St.  Sophia,  after  it  became  a  moique,  howr 
ever,  is  the  model  by  which  moA  of  the 
other  mofques  in  Ckxiftantinople  have  beeu 
built ;  aiid .  this  perhaps  wiis  owing  to  the 
architefts  being  Gred^  or  Armeaians. 
Though  many  of  theiie  have  \  fome  notion  of 
the  rules  of  their  own  art,  !tiiey  are  not  per- 
mitted to  purfue  them  beyond  what  th« 
Turks  conceive  to  be  the  mahomcian  forngi  5 
they  look  indeed  with  a  kind  of  reverence 
on  the  noble  ruuis  of  Greece,  believing  them 
to  have  been  built  by  devils  or  genii ;  they 
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arc  alio  jealous  of  Europeans,  who  wifh  to  ot-^ 
fain  poffefliori  of^afny  parts  of  thofe  remains  r 
biit  the'  brily  ^'ufe  they  therofelves  make  of 
them,  is  to  p\ill  in  pieces  the  marble  edifices 
to  burn  them  into  lime*^  The  plafter  of 
their  walls,  made  of  this  lime,  is  very  beau- 
tiful ;  but  -who  does  not  lament,  that  to 
produce  ity  perhaps  the  divine  works  of  Phi- 
dcas  and  Praxiteles  have  been  condgned  to 
the  furnace.  This  marble  lime,  mixed  with 
pounded  marble'  unburn t,  forms  a  plafter 
luperior  in  whitcnefs  to  the  Indian  chinam, 
but  une(^al  to.  it  in:  polifli  and  hardnefs. 
Among  the  xnoiques  and  public  buildings  at 
Conftantinople  are  to  be  found '  many  fine 
edifices  ;  but  they  are  copied  from  the  Ara* 
bian  buildings  in  Afia,  where  there  are  much 
grander  ftmftures  tharr  at  Conftantinople, 
•though  of  aa  late  a  date. 

•  On  the  origin  of  the  ihorcfqu^  and  gothic 
architedhire  imany  learned  diflertations  have 
4>e^n^  written.  It  is  jiot  to  my .  prcfent  pur- 
pofe  to  make  extra6t&  from  them,  and  I  fhould 
liave  nothing  '•  new*  to  fey  on  the  fub}e6L 
With  refpeft  taihe 'general  form  of  .the  mof- 
^ues,  baths^  camvanfaries,  bazars,  and  kiofks, 
in  the  diifferent  parts  of  the  en[ipire,  the  mafs 
is,.,  i-iotwithftabdiiig.  miany ;  ftiifcing  defeds'^ 
grand  aiid  imf^ofing ;  tht  particular  parts  are 
Xj^evoid  of  all  proportion ;  their  columns  have 
-^   .  "  nothing 
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n6thing  of  their  true  charafte?,  being  often 
tivehty  'and  thirty  diameters  high,  and  the 
intereolumniation  frequently  equal  tor  the 
height  of  the  column.  The  capitals  and  En- 
tablatures are  the  moft  whimfical  and  ridicu- 
lous *. 

The  noble  productions  ofjiatuary  andpamU 
ing  are  ftill  more  fully  fupprefled.  Thefe 
arts  are  anathematized  as  irreligious ;  be- 
caufe  a  blind  and  ftupid  fanaticifm  has  de- 
clared that  it  is  impious  to  emulate  the  works 
of  God.  Hence  the  incitements  to  virtue 
and  animation,  which  we  experience  in  view- 
ing the  ftatues  or  portraits  of  the  benefac- 
.,  *  -  "         ■  t 

*  St,  Sophia,  at  Conftantinople,  there  is  little  doubt,  was 
the  model  which  the  European  architefls  copied,  when  they: 
introduced  the  cupola  upon  four  arches,  than  which  nothing 
can  be  more  prepofterous.  Thofe  who  chufe  to  fee  the 
falfe  principles  of  thefe  buildings  «xpofed,  and  how  far  they 
differ  from  the  grandeur  and  fimpHcity  of  the  ancients,  may 
read  Frife^s  SaggiofuW  Archiu^ura  Gottica,  Livorno^  and  in 
an  excellent  little  German  treatife  annexed"  to  the  tranf- 
lation  of  it, 'the  peculiar  excellencies  of  the.  gothic  pointed 
out,  exclufively  of  its  defefts. 

It  is  worthy,  however,  of  obfervation,  that  the  interior  of 
St.  Sophia  appears  much  larger,  and  that  St.  Peter's,  at 
Rome^  appears  infinitely  fmaller  than  it  really  is.  The 
cupola  of  this  latter  chuch  is  of  the  fame  fize  as  the  Pan- 
theon ;  the  members  of  the  entablature,  which'  runs  round 
the  lower  part  of  the  cupola  or  lanthorn,  are  marked  on  thcip 
pavement  below  by  different  coloured  marbles ;  but  no  one 
can,  without  aftual  meafurement,  be  perfuaded  of  this  truth. 

tors 
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tor$  of  msmkind,  arc  Wholly  loft  ;  hence 
too,  the  Turk  can  never  be  aroufed  by  tbotti 
jBaihes  of  gebius,  thoie  glowing  energies  of 
mind,  which  the  hiftoric  pencil,  in  defcribinj^ 
ibme  important  fcene,  arrcfts  and  renders 
immortal.  So  far  is  this  bigotry  carried, 
that  neither  the  effigy  of  the  fovereign,  nor 
the  reprefentation  of  any  imaginary  being 
(as  in  the  ancient  medals)  is  permitted  to  be 
imprinted  on  their  money. 

..The  only  ufe  of  thefe  arts  which  is  al- 
lowed, is  the  imitation  of  inanimate  nature, 
in  carving  or  painting  the  interior  of  a  room. 
Even  here  they  frequently  ufe  as  ornaments 
paflages  from  the  Koran ;  but  they  generally 
paint  the  walls  with  flowers  or  landfcapes* 
Their  ingenuity  is,  however,  merely  mecha- 
nical ;  and  of  fcientific  rules  they  are  perfectly 
ignorant :  perlpeftive  is  totally  unknown  to 
the  painters  themfelves. 

The  fcience  of  the  Turks  in  making  aque- 
du£l$,  has  been  vaunted  by  fbme.  authors ;  but 
left  it  ftiould  thence  be  concluded  that  they 
have  a  knowledge  of  hydraulics,  I  will  ^here 
ftate  in  what  this  fcience  Confifts.  When  wa- 
ter is  to  be  conduced,  they  begin  by  laying 
pipes  of  burnt  clay  underground,  to  the  dif- 
tance  of  about  a^  quarter  of  a  mile,  more  or 
lefs ;  they  theii  ereft  a  fquare  pillar,  and  con- 
tinue the  pipe  up  till  they  find  how  high  the 

water 
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'  water  will  rife ;  then  they  carry  the  pipe 
down  the  other  iide,  (leaving  the  top  open) 
and  continue  it  underground  to  the  next  pil- 
lar ;  and  fo  on  till  they  have  brought  the  wa- 
ter to  the  place  intended  to  be  fupplied  with 
it*  It  Ibmetimes  happens  that  all  their  la- 
bour has  been  in  vain ;  and  they  find  by  ex- 
perience that  the  plaice  to  be  fupplied  is  higher 
than  the  place  whence  ^hey  wanted  to  bring 
the  water. 

The  principles  of  levelling  are  unknown 
to  them.  It  would  be  in  vain  to  tell  them 
that  the  furface  of  water  is  not  perfeftly  flat ; 
that  there  is  fuch  a  thing  as  refraftion  ;  and 
that  a  levelling  inftrument  alone  will  not 
teif  them  the  height  to  which  water  will  rife. 
The  moft  learned  man  among  the  ulema  does 
n6t  know,  that  as  the  whole  fine  is  to  the 
angle  of  refra^ion,  fo  is  the  diftance  of  the 
obje6l  to  its  apparent  elevation  by  refradion. 
They  have  no  means  of  calculating  the  late- 
ral prefTure  of  arches  or  of  cupolas  ;  though 
they  generally  err  on  the  right  fide,  yet, ac- 
cidents fometimcs  have  happened.  I  once 
iucceeded  in  making  a  Turkifh  mathemati-^ 
ciah  underftand  the  principle  of  a  catenarian 
arch,  by'fufpending  a  chain;,  but  when  he 
endeavoured  to  explain  it  to  an  archite^ 
who  was  erefting;  a  confiderable  building:  for 
the  late  captain  pa(ha,  Gazi-Haffan,  he  rfe^ 
ceivcd  for  anfwer,  that  the  figure  deferibeti 

by 
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by  a  chain  hung  up  by;  the  two  ends  might 
be  applicable  to  the  conjftru6lion  of  the  bot* 
torn  of  a  fhip,  but  not  to  that  of  an  arch  of 
mafonrv. 

It  is  a  certaih  fa6t,  that  a  few  years  ago  a 
learned  nmn  of  the  law  having  loft  an  eye, 
and  being  informed  that  there  was  then  at 
Conftantinople  an  European  who  made  falfe 
eyes,  not  to  be  diftinguilbed  from  the  natu- 
ral, he  immediately  procured  one ;  but  when 
it  was  placed  in  the  focket,  he  flew  into  a 
violent  paffion  with  the  eye-maker,  abufing 
him  as  an  inipoftor,  becaufe  he  could  not  fee 
with  it.  The  man,  fearing  he  ihould  loie  his 
pay,  affured  him  that  in  time  he  would  fee 
as  well  with  that  eye  as  with  the  other.  The 
efFendi  was  appealed,  and  the  artift  liberally 
rewarded,  who  having  loon  difpofed  of  the 
remainder  of  his  eyes,  left  the  Turks  in  ex- 
pedation  of  feeing  with  iheni. 

The  uie  of  wheel  carriage?  is  almoft  un- 
known in  Turkey.  There  is  a  kind  of  cart, 
ufed  at  Conftantinople,  and  in  fbme  few  other 
parts,  moftly  for  women  to  travel  in.  In 
moft  parts  of  the  Aliatic  provinces  they  have 
no  idea  of  a  wheel.  All  their  merchandize 
is  carried  by  horles,  mules,^  or  camels,  in  every 
part  of  the  empire.  | 

The  fultan  has  a  coach  or  carriage^  exaftly^ 
of  the  ftjape.of  a  hearfe  in  England,  but  with* 
cut  any  Iprings ;  it  was,  when  I  faw  it,  drawn 

bjr 
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\}y  fix  mules.  The  pole  was  of  an  enormous 
^thickne.fs,  as  well  as  every  other  part.  I  en- 
quired the  reafon;  the  anfwer  was,  that  if 
the  pole,  or  the  axletree,  &c.  broke,  the  man 
who  made  it  would  lofe  his  head;  Theful- 
tan  never  ufes  a,  carriage  as  any  kind  of  ftate ; 
it  is  only  in  excurfioas  into  the  country  that 
it  follows  him. .    •  - 

The  people  in  Moldavia  and  Walachia, 
on  the  contrary,  couflruft  waggons  for  carry- 
ing m€rchandi2:e  on  very  juft  principles  of 
mechanics.  Calks  too  are  not  in  ufe,  except 
among  the  Greeks, 

It  m^-y  be  inferred  from  Peyflbnel,  that 
the  fcience  of  medicine  has  made  confi- 
derable  advances,  and  commands  a  high  de- 
gree of  refpe61:  in  Turkey,  when  we  find  that 
the  dignity  of  firft  phyfician  to  the  grand 
feignior  is  marked  by  the  title  of  /lah'm  bachi 
€ffendi\  that  he  wears  the  large  round  turban 
called  eurf^  the  lame  as  that  borne  by  men  of 
the  higheft  rank  in  the  law;  and  that  the 
Mahometan  who  attains  this  dignity  mult 
bave  palTed  through  the  medrijfes^  and  have 
reached  the  order  of  the  muderris\  but  the 
faft  is,  that  the  ftate  phyfician  is  a  mere  no- 
ipinal  dignity,  enjoyed  by  men  of  no  Ikill  in 
this  fcience^  whilft  the  man  to  whom  the 
eare  of  the  lultan-s  health  is  entrufted  is  al- 
ways a  Greek,  ^  Jew,  or  an  European,  and 

It 
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it  is  merely  for  form  fake  that  the  confent 
and  prefence  of  the  hakim  backi  muft  be  ob"* 
tained  for  the  ^dminiftration  of  remedies,  of 
whofe  medical  properties  he  is  in  general 
profoundly  ignorant  When  the  Turks  take 
a  purgative  medicine,  they  never  commend* 
it  except  it  be  moft  violently  cathartic.  They 
have  no  notion  of  the  falutary  effeds  of  a 
gentle  laxative* 

Navigation,  and  the  ufe  of  the  magnet^ 
none  have  the  leaft  idea  of  but  the  people  of 
the  navy,  and  they  Jcnow  £b  little,  that  their 
compaffes  are  m^de  to  poittt  to  the  true  north 
with  the  variation  allowed,  and  by  the  fame 
compaffes  they  fteer  their  (hips  in  all  feas. 
Very  few  in  the  navy  can  take  a  meridian 
obfervation. 

It  is  not  nec^ffary  for  the  grand-admiral  to 
have  any  profeffional  knowledge,  or  even  to 
have  been  on  board  a  fhip  before  he  fails 
with  the  fleet.  It  is  the  fame  with  the  heads 
of  other  departments  and  many  of  the  infer* 
rior  officers.  -  An  officer  appointed  to  fuper- 
intend  the  gunpowder  mills  was  highly  of- 
fended with  a  merchant  who  offered  to  con- 
traft  for  the  delivery  of  brimilone ;  he  took  the 
offer  as  an  infult,  not  knowing  that  brimflone 
entered  into  the  compofition  of  gunpowder. 

The  only  people  who  have  the  fmalleft 
idea  of  navigation,  are  the  Algerines  in  the 

fei'vice 
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fervice  of  the  porte ;  and  even  theirs  is  chiefly 
pra6iical  knowledge.  They  rely  on  the 
Greeks  to  navigate  their  fhijps  of  war.  Their 
merchant  (hips  take  care  not  to  lofe  fight  of 
land ;  and  hence  it  is  that  fb  many  of  them 
are  caft  away  on  the  coaft  of  the  Black  Sea. 

The  want  of  field-pieces  ameng  the  Turks, 
which  induced  Baron  de  Tott  to  undertake 
a  new  foundry,  is  a  complete  proof  of  the 
inadlivity  of  this  people.  It  is  true  that  they 
had  foundries  of  large  brafs  cannon;  but 
they  had  not  even  attempted  to  caft  thofe  of 
a  fmaller  kind,  or  of  a  different  metal,  al- 
though their  furnaces  are  of  ujitie^  which  is 
particularly  adapted  to  the  cafting  of  iion. 
To  the  prefent  day  they  are  ignorant  of  the 
art  of  cafting  iron,  even  for  bomb  (hells ;  and 
this  is  the  rea(bn  why  all  the  Turki(h  can- 
non, both  for  land  and  lea  fervice,  are  of 
brafs. 

Though  they  have  many  fine  large  cannons 
at  prefent,  they  are  defeftive  in  the  make  of 
the  carriages,  particularly  for  field  pieces; 
and  whilft  other  nations  are  making  daily 
improvements  in  this  refpeft  (by  the  con«- 
flru^iion  of  flying  artillery,  &c.)  the  Turks^ 
from  their  ignorance  of  mechanics,  employ 
artillery  the  moft  awkward  and  inefficacious. 

The  defeftive  ftate  of  general  fcience  in 
Turkey  is  owing  to  that  want  of  means  of 

com- 
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communication  and  of  union   amongft   its 
branches^  and  to  that  deficiency  of  combina* 
tion,  both  in  theory  and  practice,  the  caufes 
of  which  I  have,  already  traced  out;  but  in 
every  country  individual  exertion   will  do 
much,  and  inlulated  fadls  will  be  ev'crywherc 
difcoverable,  ^  like  the  cafual  flowers  of  the 
defert,  which  Ihew  what  the  human  mind  is 
capable  of  attaining,  even  in  defpite  of  ac* 
cumulated  obftacles.     The  great  advantage 
which  a  highly  civilised  country  poffefles,  is 
in  the  quick  and  ready  combination  of  thefe 
fads,  and  in  forming  out  of  them  general 
principles,  which  abridge  the  labour  and  fa.- 
cilitate  the  progrefs  of  the  artift  and  the  phif 
lofopher.     It  frequently  happens,  however, , 
that  the  moft  barbarous  people  poflefe,   in 
particular  branches  of  art,  an  accuracy  of 
principlcj  or  a  dexterity  of  operation,  even 
liiperior  to « their  more  poliihed  neighbours; 
and  hence  it  will  be  found  of  ufe  to  collect 
detached  information  of  this  kind  from  every 
part  of  the   globe.     In    the  intercpurfe  of 
mind,    Ibmething  is  to  be  gleaned  from  a 
foil  the  nioft  unpromifingj    I  (hall,  there^ 
fore,    make   no  further  apology  for  the  in^ 
trodudion  of  Ibme  uaconnefted  remarks  on 
detached  inftances  of  fkill  among  the  Tyrks 
in  various  arts  and  fcicnces. 

It 
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It  might  reafortably  be  expected  thlf  a  na- 
tion of  warriors  Hiould  have  expert  furgdCtiy 
atleaft,  and  that  they  fliould-have  paid  at-i 
tention  to  the  improvements  arid  difcoveries 
made  by  other  nations.     Nothing  of  this,> 
however,  is  the  cafe.    They  perform  no  ope*^ 
rations,   nor  will  they  conlent  to  an*  Euro-' 
pean's  making  an '  amputation,  though  the 
lofe  of  life  fcfe  a  certain  confequence  of  omit- 
ting it.    Their  art  is  (imply  confined  to- heal- 
ing, and  at   moft  extracting  a  ball  and  'a 
Iplinter  of  a   bone.     It  muft  be  confeffed' 
that,  as  their  habit  of  body  is  generally  heal- 
thy, nature  performs  often  wonderful  cures.' 
They  rely  much  on  baliams,  mummy,  &c. 
There  is  in   Conftantinople  a  Perfian  ex- 
traordinary expeit    in   the  art  of   healing. 
The  Arabs  bury  a  perfon,  who  has  receiyed- 
a  wound  in  his  body,  :up  to  the  neck  in  hot 
fand  for  twenty-four  hours ;  and  apply  \yith- 
fuccefs  the  aftual  cautery  for  the  dropfy. 

I  faw  in  the  eaftern  parts  of^  the  empire  a 
method  of  fetting  bones  pra6ti(ed,  which  ap- 
pears to  me  worthy  of  the  attention  of  fur- 
geons  in  Europe.  It  is  by  inclofing  the 
broken  limb,  after  the  bones  are  put  iii  their 
places^  in  a  cafe  of  plafter  of  Paris  (or  gyp- 
fUm)  which  takes  exaftly  the  form  of  ^  the 
limb,  without  anypreffure,  and  in  a  few  mi- 
nuted the  mafs  is  folid  and  ftrong.  If  it  be  a 
::.-^   •  .0;  com- 
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CQtnjHHm4  -  fta€hjre^  the   place  where  the 
wound  is,  and  out  of  which  an  exfoliated 
bpj^e  is  to  come,  may  be  left  uncovered,  with- 
out any  injury  to  the  ftrength  of  the  plaftcr 
encafement.     This  fubftance  may  be  eafily 
cut  with  a  knife,  and  removed,  and  replaced 
with  anotiier.     If,  when  the  fwelling  lubfides 
the  cavity  15  tpo  large  for  the  limb,  a  hole  or 
boles  being  left,  liquid  gypfiim  plafter  may 
be  poured  in,  which  will  perfedlly  fill  up  th^ 
void,  and  exaftly  fit  the  limb.     A  hole  may 
be  made  at  firft  by  placing  an  oiled  cork  or 
bit  of  wood  againft  any  part  where  it  is  re-  . 
quired,  and  when  the  plafter  is  fet,  it  is  to* 
be  removed.     There  is  nothing  in  gypfiim 
injurious,   if  it  be  free  from  lime ;   it  will 
foon  become  very  dry  and  light,  and  the  limb 
EOay  be  bathed  with  Ipirits,  which  will  pene- 
trate through  the  covering/    Spirits  may  be 
ufed  inftead  of  water,  or  mixed  with  it  (or 
vinegar)  at  the  firft  making  of  the  plafter. 

I  law  a  cafe  of  a  moft  terrible  compound 
fradUre  of  the  leg  and  thigh,  by  the  fall  of 
a  cajinon,  cured  in  this  manner.  The  per- 
fi^n  was  feated  on  the  ground,  and  the  plafter 
cafe  extended  from  below  his  heel  to  the 
upper  part  of  his  thigh,  whence  a  bandage, 
fafl:ened  into  the  plafter,  went  round,  his 
body.  He  reclined  back  when  he  flept,  as 
he  could  not  lie  down.  During  the  cure, 
8  where 
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whqr6  they  faW^  matter  or  moiflurc  appear 
through  the  plafter  coating,  they  cut  a  hole 
with  a  knife  to  drefs  the  wound^  or  let  out 
the  matter  more  freely. 

On  this  occafion  I  cannot  help  mention- 
ing the  treatment  of  parts  frozen  in  Ruflia, 
not  by  the  lurgeons,  but  fey  the  common 
people,  the  fiiccefs  of  which  I  was  an  eye- 
witnefs  to  in  feveral  cafes,  as  well  as  to  the 
failure  of  the  common  mode  of  treating 
frozen  parts  by  the  moft  able  lurgeons  of  the 
army.  I  fhall  fimply  ftate  the  fads  I  relate 
to.  ' 

After  Ochakof  was  taken,  I  received  into  . 
my  fubterranean  lodging  as  many  prifbners 
as  it  would  receive,  all  of  whom  were  either 
wounded  or  had  a  limb  frozen.  Amongr 
them  were  two  children,  one  about  fix  and 
the  other  about  fourteen  years  of  age';  the 
latter  had  one  of  her  feet  frozen  to  the  ancle^ 
the  other  all  the'  toes,  and  the  fole  of  one  of 
her  feet.  The  fecond  day  the  parts  appeared  '*>^5 
black  (the  firft  day  they  were  not  much  ob- 
ferved.)  -  The  French  furgeon  whom  Prince 
Potemkin  had  fent  for  purpofely  from  Paris, 
and  who  was  a  man  of  note,  ordered  theija  to 
be  conftantly  bathed  with  warm  camphorated 
fpirit^;  the  elder  was  removed  to  the^^iof- 
pital,  when  a  mortification  begah;  the 
younger  I  kept  with  me,  and  as  ^ye  removed 
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into  winter  quarters,  I  carried  the  child  with 
me.  The  mortified  parts  feparated,  the  bones 
of  the  toes  came  off,  and,  after  a  long  time, 
the  fores  healed.  I  (hould  have  faid,  the 
furgeon  was  for  immediately  amputating  both 
the  limbs. 

In  a  fubterranean  room,  not  far  from 
mine,  were  feveral  women,  whofe  feet  had 
been  in  like  manner  frozen;  but  as  no  fur- 
geon attended  them,  the  Ruffian  fbldiers  and 
waggoners  undertook  the  cure.  It  was  alfo 
the  iecond  day  when  they  applied  their  re- 
medy, and  the  parts  were  perfeftly  black. 
This  remedy  was  goofe-greafe,  with  which 
the  parts  were  fmeared,  warm,  and  the  ope- 
ration often  repeated :  their  directions  were, 
never  to  let  the  parts  be  dry,  but  always 
covered  with  greafe.  The  confequencc 
was,  that  by  degrees  the  circulation  ex- 
tended lower  down,  and  the  blacknefs  de- 
creafed,   till,  lafl  of  all,  the  toes  were  only 

difcoloured,    and  at  length  circulation  was 

« 

reftored  to  them. 

I  can  account  for  this  no  otherwife,  than 
that  the  fat  kept  the  pores  fhut,  and  pre- 
vented the  air  from  promoting  putrefaftion ; 
in  the  meantime  the  vefTels  were  continually 
abforbing  part  of  the  ftagnated  blood,  till  by 
degrees  the  whole  circulation  was  reflorcd. 
It  is  known  that  extravafated  and  flagriate4 

blood 
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blood  will  rchiainra  long  time  in  the  body 
without  putrifying,   if  it  be  not  expofed  to 
thei  air*     I  conclu4«  alfo,  that  in  thcfe  cafes, 
of  ftoft,  the  mortification  firft  begins  on  tho 
furf?ice>  which  is  iri;conta6l  with,  the  air. 

I  only,  meant,  hqwever,  to' relate  fkfis^  and 
lea^^.it  to.  others  to  Account  •  for  them.  .  r 

This  is  a  general  pradlice  of  the.,  peafanti 
thvQilghoqt  allRuflia,  butif  apart  is difcovered 
50  Ije/rdzeDj  bifore,  the .  perfon  comes  into  n^ 
warm  room^  the  froft  may  1)?.  ejc|ra6led  by 
plungix?g  the  part  into  cold  watCT^  or  rubl?ing 
it  with,  fnow  till  the  circulation  returns/      : 

The  wherries  or-  bo&ts  of  CJoailai^tinoplf 
are  conilruded  ixjuch.  on  the^  principle  of  thp 
DeaL  boats,  they^ar^  more  fharp  ^nd, curved^ 
l)ut  not  fb  light,  and  are  ^pt  tcf  pverfet.if 
people  fhift  their  places  in  then\. Unwarily. 
Thei^  fliape  is  very  elegant.  The  boatnjejji 
have  a  large  marble  weight  for^ballaft,  which 
they,  place  after  the  pafTengers  are  feated. 
Though  they  are  large,  they  rpw  exceedingly 
faft,  ai>d  were  always  efte^nacd  the  quicke^ 
going  boats  in  Europe ;  but  I  l^w  ^  gondol%, 
]^rpugh|:  to  Conftantiiwple  by  a^yepetian  amr 
baflador,  keep  pace  with  thepi.  rTh^  gon-* 
dola?,  every  body  kupws,  arevbftilt^ph  a  coni^ 
trary.  conftruftlon,  )being  quite  fl*t  at  bottottj. 
The  boftangi-baflice  (mafter  of.  the  police) 
has  a  boat  of  tvvclve  oars,  whi<:h' jows  with 
.    ,.  Q  3  lurprifing 


fvirpriiiag  velocity ;  but  no  one  is  pentnittdi 
to  build  on  that  conflniiStion :  this  boat  goes 
nearly  twice  as  faft  as  the  common  ones^  and 
confequently  as  the  gondolas.  -  They  are  dan* 
gerous  iea  boats,  though  they  fail  hA^  It  is 
not  many  years  iince  they  w^ere  brought  to 
fuch  perfection,  as  may  be  leen  by  a  boat  now 
fJreferv.ed  (I  think,  of  ilvltan  Achmet  HI.) 
the^  merit,  however,  is  their  own.  The  Turks 
low  in  general  better  than  the  Chriftisun  or 
Jew  boatmen. 

;    The  Turks  ufe  copper  veffels  for  their 
kitchen  utehfils,  which  are  tinned  witfi  pure 
tin,  ind  not^  'as  in  tnoft  partis  of  Europe,  with 
iblder  compofed  of  tin  and  lead,  which  is 
inuch  (boner  corroded  by  acids  and  fat ;  and 
diough'  it  has  net  been  obferved  that  any  vio* 
lent  diforders  have  been  produced  by  .  tic 
veffels  in  common  aie,    esipept    from    the 
copper  itfelf,  as  the  quantity  of  lead  diflblved 
•is  finall,  the  admixture  of  tin  rendering  Iq^d 
tiiore  difficult  of  iblutioo,  yet  many  chronic 
JiHtaiadies  43aay  be  owing  to  this  baneful  metal 
^ettifigiritathe^abit  in  finall  quantities,  and 
•^rticularly  of  the  ner\'6us  kind.     There  is 
"no  country  in  Europe  whcie  the  quantity  of 
•i-^ad  ufed  in  'tinning   is  -lb  great  as  in  this 
iflgnd;  an^abufe  which  certainly  merits  the 
attention  of  this  government,  as  it  did  fbme 
years  ^gotbat  of  France,  which  prohibited  at 
.  '^  '  -    the 
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tbe-l^rhetiriiey  binder  pairi  of -fleaiK,  the  idfe 
of  ail  pre{)aratk)h&  iif  lead^iri^Wirie,^'Or  othd^^ 
liquofs;  z  te^tition  very  }iecij/h^^  Eiirg-^^ 
land,  as  id  alfo  the  eftahli(hrtfe«t  df  ibttif^'^ 
xtieaM  to  prevent  fiich  part  bf^€>e  tea^^eihg^' 
fold  which  comes  in  immediate  coritaft'  vv'tfli' 
thelAad,  in  chefts  Where  it  hkppenS  to-be 
Cbfrbded,  as  is  frequently  thb  cafe*  / 

Nothihg  can  be/  more  chtthfy  th^n  IfHe 
dodr^locks  iii^  Turicey,  but  their  th^Ghknffml 
td  prevent  piieSeing  is  wImiirablG.-  '  K  isi  a  cu^i 
ridus  thing  t6'itt  wooden *l6c'K§'tlp6irtbi&  irorf 
abor^,'  particttfei^y  in' Afia;''  of-'tiHeif  cara^ 
ViahfjtrieS,  diid  Witt  great  btfildittgs,  ais  welf 
fcafen'^dvife^dodr^r    The  key  goris  irttJd  ffi6" 


fquare  ftlck  #itb^if*c  'o#  fil^^dh 

ehd  of  it,  placfed^  4t  'lireigufail'  diifehdes;  arid 
«rtfWe*ing  to  febleg^  hi  the  ii^ps^  pai't  o^PtH^ 
'tidltj'whieh  isf  j^iarcfed  with  A- fquare  hole -tfi 
WcfeJ^iethd  fcey,'  Thie  key,  ^erngpttt'-inPai 
'for  as  it  wiia  gOi  isthenlillea''ii^,'-&a^ 
•jsins/  'pfeterifig  l^e  cbrre^nid*<i^h6fes'raili 
•efR^'pin^,  ,'«^eh^4d  dropi  iAtjo^  thefe  hetei 
freiH  the  parfttf  the"  lock'  iirir^fety  aBd^*; 
and  ivhich  \x4&  Mad*  t^  Jite^^^nt  their^  faffi 
'  -^g^ld^^r  thinciss^eeflar^Vthis^liblti  btiBE| 
-ffiui-  fre^  &<M  c^  uppef  |«^,'ls  ^dfawft 
back  by  m^^S'-sMft  k^;  t!ic  keyls^ffiei 
'^-  *-  Q  4  lowered. 


to,  Jock  k  .,again,;the:boU  k  m^Y  pufliejd  in, 
and  the  \3pp^,pi];is  fall  iptp  the  holes  in  .th^ 
bdjt  bythe^r  own  Wi^igjitj  iiX^is  idea  might; 
be  ii^proyed  ,^ni>  ))^t  the  Turk^  never  think  gf 
ipxpFoyiqg.,,,  :^,  :,  >  \,;  .    ^ 

-  Thp  preeks  have  .a  very  curious  msuaner' 
of  painting Jn ^ fr?rcp,_, . yfh^ch  has  raanyacl- 
vantajBes*  i  alfo  faw  the  ^icient  method  of 
Elating  with; 'wv'^x,  and  ^yiaj  Ab  :colojii;s,lar 
bear,.pra4life^;  by  a  Gr^U,:i^.  at^apjaqe 
][  lea^  «?;p?a^,.i^,.at  jl?i^'Dar«fenelles5  ;^r 
4^,  Conilati^ingple  it*  is .  wnfcijpwqi '.  Wbetl^ 
liis  bf  exgi^^ly:  :^lif  enca,uiljiq  pointing  of  the 

W«?,^  ii)i^  i^^^aE^pus  t9  ^?^^f  m,  thougjt  i 
^yi^tf  l^aye jipt\thc.  leaf^:4aubt  refpcaing.^ 
T^st^uph  i^qcFlain,  tl^s^^^  i\as,  with  refipM 
to;  fa<fility,  yeryr  eon^derafefk  ft^yai^tagps  pvcr 
^c  oil  ,^ifjti»g  now.  iiituffej  .itJias  i^^l.it? 
fif^etpdom,  and .  -the  vi v^i^y ,  of  ^ .  its  colours, 
g^ded  tq  jToli^ily,  and  the  /dmtihillty  'w\ffSi\i 
l^e  ej^crieuj:*  J)f  tw^njty  tfen£i^6«{S:Jjas  |)?oyf4 
5y^.Pjaiat5i|3R» ; b©:  ppf^flpd^  ojf, ,  It  was  fjiy 
jnteption  tatee  trciat«d)OB  i^  ^.;  thjia  pfe*??:; 
^ut  as  it  <?p^flp|  i:«gard  Tiisfei^jw  ..tbfs.ijpEiffjer 
di^e  iubi«<^f pirr  thjs  worly ,  ^  wpul4  rfee  ra 
diffeitatipa  of ,  ppiifid<r^Ws  >jftt^»i J  ^nffii^l 
^^rtly  to3^Bt,it&par§i^Jy,rMfi^;^.pffif|c 
manner  of /rcjfcq  paJnti^g,  j«bwh«:h  :pll:i5fl- 
^ouESrtay  be .ufcd oil  a jin|§-^^t  ,     •  j     : 

The 
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T:hd  Artneaian  jewellers  fet  precious 
ftones,  particularly  diamonds,,  to  much  adrr 
v^ttagc,  with,  a  foil,  which^  under  rofes,  or 
half-brilliants,  I  i?  jcemarkiabjly ;  .b«autifuU  and 
is.  itiplt ,  fubjeiSt  ^  :to  tarnifli.  Their  method  .^ 
ris .  fqllo ws :  aii  a^ate,  is  ^cut,  aijd  highly  p(h 
liftfed^  of  th^  (hape  defired ;  in.  a  block  of  lead 
js,  f^riiied;  a  cavity  of  about  its  own  fize;  oyeir 
lhi§f>iiS  place^a  bit  of  tiiji  of  the  thicknjefs ,of 
ftfjft^g  bfroWQ  papp.r  fqraped ;  bright.  I;^ 
ji^Stp  is  then  placed  on  the  .ti0,.j^pyer  the  ca- 
vity^.and  ftruck'wil;^  a  mailct.  '  .Thebeautj^ 
ful  polifli  the  tin  receives  is  fcarcely  to  *  be 
iinpgiu^d.  This  is: Jn  general  k^pt.  a  f^cret, 
and  fuchr  foUs-fejl /or  half  an^  three. qwarterf 
pfjaiiciollar,e^cti.  ,:j  ;-/..  ^,  .  /u  j,..  ,....,  .  ,,[ 
.  The  jeweUer?,  y^liig  ^rc  nipft}x,Armeniai^sj 
,haye  a  curious  nieth^d  of  ornaqaerjting  watc^ 
cafesj  and  fimilar  thing?,  withf^i^naonds  aojl 
other  ftbnes^  by  pimply  glueingctjiem  op.  ,:< 
;The  flone  is  fet  ;n  iilver  or,  gold,!: and  ^he 
lower.  plart:Qf  the  ijjetal  ftiad^  ftat^  prtacor- 

..refpQntd.;wrthrJ^e:-p^t:tO:W;hic^^^^^  is  to  j^ 
fixed;;  it  is.):heii.;\^rii[ie^r^gfen%^:;and  the 
;glue  appjiedy  whichvip  fo y€i:y^  ftrfJag,  that .f^ 
parts  nevef  lepar^te>;    :    ,  r   r  :   if^  ,..> 

.,   This  glue,.whic[i:tfta(y  hpr^ppli^-  to  many 
,^rj)o^%  asj  iti,wiilfti;<?ng!y  joiir  I?its.  of  gls^f* 

->'   ••  •*  ■     ;«-■••■•■  I'-/-    .,.  ,,..:  ti;  ...I.S..  Diflbl^ 
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^  Diffolve  fiVe  or  Rx  bits  <rf'  maftic^  asJarge 
as  peaS)  in-  aenuich  ipirit  of  wine  as  \vill  iuf< 
fice  to  r^der  it  liqt^idV  in  another  v^^l 
diflblve  as  much  ifingl^  (which  has  teen 
previoufly  foaken  in  wafer  till  it  is  fwollen 
aiid  foft)  in  French  brandy  or  mm,  as  will 
make  two  ounces,  by  measure,  of  ftrong  glue^ 
ijid  add  two  finall  bits  of  gnm  galbanum  ot 
ammoniactim,  which  rhuft  be  rubbed  or  ground 
till  they  are  diflblved;  t^ien  mix  the  whok 
with  a  fufficicrit  heat;  keep  it  in  a  phi^ 
ftopt,  and  when'  it  is  to  be  tifed  fct  it  ii>  hot 
water.        ■  ^  . .  i 

Cotton  at  Smyrna,  is  <fyed  with  madder  'ift 
tlte  followiiig  manner  t-^-'The  cotton  is  boitei 
in  common  olive  oil,  and  then  in  mild  alkali^; 
feeing  cleiEtned,  it  will  then  take  the  madder 
tfye :  and  this  is  the  fmt  colour  we  lee  iti 
^Smyrna  cotton-yarn.  I  have  heard  that  tlie 
fum  of  fiVfe  thoufand  pounds  was  given,  in 
^hglands'for  this  fecret. 
'  A  retnarkable  inftattcfe  occurred  to  my 
1i!iiots4edge  of  an  individual  faft^-lvhicbffli^ 
have  been  of  the  utmoft'  ufe  fb  ibcietyl^  bat 
whiefe,  dewing  to  the  iktfc  ^  kwbwfetjge  aad 
government  in  Turkey;- 'W«s;^ho%ilc3aft^ 
the  world*  'Aft  Af^biatrii  ttt  CfWftantin^ple, 
^had  dlfebvered  the  fecHt  5P<  dafting  iwi|, 
which,  when  it  came  out  of  ?ttfe  mould,  ^^^*as 
*a(i  «M^leable  as  hammered  iron ;  fome  of  his  , 

fabrication 
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febrication  was  accidentally  (Hown   to  Mr •- 
de  GafFron,  the  Pruffian   charge  d'affaires,' 
and  Mr.  Fraiiziiroli  (men  of  tnifteralogical 
icieqce)  who  were  ftruck  with  the  fftfl^,  and 
iiniricdiiately:  iiiftittited  an  enquiryfor  its  au- 
thoi%    This  man,  whofe  art  in -Chnftendom 
would  have  infured  him  a  (|)lendid  fbrtunci 
had  -died  poor  and  unknown,  and  his  fecrct 
had  periftied  with  him !     His  uteniils  \<^rc 
^ndy  and  feveral  pieces  of  his  cafting,  all 
perfeftly  malleable.    Mr.  Ffanzardi  analized 
them^  and  found  that  there  was  no  admix- 
ture of  any  other  metal.     Mr.dc  Gaffrori  has 
fince  been  made  fuperintendint  of  the  iroii 
manufaftory  at  Spandau,   where  he  has  iii 
vaih  attempted  to  difcov^cr  the  procefs  of  the 
Arabian.  ' 

Europeans   are   much  'fthick  to   fee  the 
Turfe  work  fitting  at  every  art  or  handi- 
craft where  there  is  a  poffibility  of  it ;  car- 
penters,  fbr^  inflaiice,   perform  the  greatefl 
part  of  their  labour  fitting.     It  is  defer\'ing 
of  remark,  -that  their  toes  adquire  luch   a 
degree  of   ftrength  by  ufing  th^rti,  and  by 
their  hot  being  cramped  up  in  tight  fhoes^ 
that  they  hold  a  board  upright  and  firmly 
with  their  toes,  while  with  their  two  hands 
Aey  guide  a  faV,  fitting  all  thie  while.  Thefe 
people  arc  able  to  fland  on  the  end  of  their 

toes. 


\^6^        ..    J  •.C:H.AJPTEll^VI. 
tOCS,  which  wiil  fupport  the  whole  weight*. 
of  thieir  body.. 

]^.  We.  have,  .jii  .Europe,  certainly  fa}fe  ideas, 
"^ith  reipe^^  to^the  utility  d£  .fiioes,  in  pre*^ 
venting  the  feet  of  children  fnom  becomixi^ 
too  broad.  The  Arabs,  who  when  children; 
wear  ao  ihpes;.and  when  tbey  uie  grown  up, 
only  fau(kls,or  llippers,  have  the  moil  beiu-: 
tifulJect. ,  >  .  ')(,     .,  ! 

I  In  fome  parts  of  Afia,  I:  h^ve  feen .cupolas 
pf  a  confidqr^^b^.  iiye,  built  without  any.kin^ 
of  timber  fupport.  Tb^y:  fix  firmly.  Jii 
the  middle  a.  .ppft  about  ^l\e  height  of  tho 
gerpendicvilar  wall<  more  or/ Jefs,  qs  ihft 
9,Vpola  i$  to.  be  »  larger '  or,  ffpaller  portion 
pf  a  iphcre  ;  to  the  top  pf .  this  is  ^(jt^ned 
a  ftrong  pole,  fo  as  to  move  in  all  djredkipns, 
and  the  end  of  it  defcribes  the  inner  p^r^  of 
the  cupoja;.  lower  down  is  .fixed  to  thp'pp^ 
another  pole,  which  reaches  to  the  top,  of  the 
outer  part  pf  the  perpendicular  wall,  and  de^ 
icribes  the  pu^^ide  of  the  cupola,  giving, -the 
3ifference  of  thicknefs  of  ^he.  mafonry  at  top 
and  bottom,  and  every  intqI:medi2^te  part,  witi) 
the  greateft  pofuble  exa61uefs.  Whe^e  ,thqy 
l>uild  their  Qupolas  with;bnc}e?^  and  inft(?g4 
of  lime  ufe.  gypfum,  fii^iihing  one  layqP|^ 
ypund  befojethey  begin  ap9ther,  only  fcjifl^J^ 
ing  tor  the  workmen  is  required  to  qlofe'd^e 
cupola  at  top. 
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-'^  At  Baflora,.  where  they  have  no  timber 
-but  the  wood  of' the  date  tree,  which  is  like  a 
-cabbage  ftalk,  they  make  arches  without  any 
frame.  The  mafbn  with  a  nail  and  a  bit  of 
ftring'  defcHbes  a  femicirclc  on  the  ground, 
lays  his  bricks,  faftened  together  by  a  gypfum 
cement,  oh  the  lines  thus  traced,  and  having 
thus  formed  his  arch,  except  the  crown  br4ck, 
it  is  carefully  raifed,  and  in  two  parts  placed 
on  the  wall.  They  proceed  thus  till  the 
whole  arch  is  finifhed.  This  parf  is  only 
hialf  a  brick  thick ;  but  it  lervQS  them  to  turn 
a  flrongef  arch  over  it.  ^ 

The  cities  of  Bagdad  and  Baflora  are  moftly 
built  of  bricks  dried  in  the  fun,  which  ftand 
ages  if  kept  tolerably  dry.  The  clay  is  ufed 
in  almoft  a  dry  ftate,  and  beaten  into  the 
moulds  with  mallets.  This  gives  them  a 
wonderful  degree  of  hardnefs. 

'  At  the  entrance  of  the  defert,* coming  from 
Aleppo,  I  found  a  village  built  in  a  very  (in- 
gulf manner  ;  each  room  was  a  cupola,  and 
refenibled  a  hay  ftack,  fbme  of  them  a  fiigar 
loaf.     The  whole  was  of  earth,  as  they  have 

no  wood.  The  inhabitants  faid  their  town 
had  been  puilt  by  Abraham;  that  is,  they 
di^  not  remember  when  the  dldeft  houfes 
were  built.  They  faid  they  were  never  out 
of  repair,  but  that  they  ibmetimjes  plaftered 
the  upper  part,^  t)r  rather  beat  earth  on  it. 
''  '  The 
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•The  walls  were  compofed  of  clay  aiid  gra- 
velji  and  were  exceedingly  hard.  The  nae- 
thod  they  ufe  is,  to  beat  each  layer  of  earth 
till  it  is  very  hard. 

Such  a  method  is  yfed  in  the  province  of 
Lyons  in  France,  where  they  build  houleS  of 
ieveral  ftories,  and  very  fpacious*  The  walls 
are  always  plaflered  with  lime  and  iand^.  an^ 
ftand  fbnie  centuries.  Thefe  are  very  fiiperior 
to  the  Hiud  walls  of  cottages  m  (bme  p>arts  of 
England,  where  the  earth  is  ufed  very  moift^ 
and  mixed  with  ftraw.  The  ancient  Romans 
built  in  the  fame  manner  as  in  France  Th^ 
excellence  of  the  Venetian  plafter  floors,  fb 
much  admired  for  their  hardnefe  and  beauti- 
ful polifh,  depends  entirely  on  their  being 
ftrongly  beaten.  The  compofition  is  only 
frelh  lime  and  fand,  with  pieces  of  niarblc, 
ufed  almoft  dry,  and  beaten  till  they  are  quite 
hard,  then  ground  even  and  polilhed.  Com- 
mon earth  as  well  as  lime  mortar  acquires 
an  incredible  degree  of  hardnefs  by  compret' 
iion,  if  it  contains  no  more  moifhire  than  is 
neceflary  to  make  its  parts  unite.  ^ '  A  kind 
of  artificial  iJlone  may  be  made  of  gravel  with 
a  little  lime,  very  flrongly  prefled^  or  beaten- 
iftto  moulds, 

I  have  feen  praftife,d  a  method  o^Jf/tfrifig 
Water  by  afcenfion,  which  is  much  fviperior 
tQqur  filtering  fkones,  or  oth^r  naethQds  by 

deicent. 
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defcent,  in  which,  in  time,  particles  of  the 
flone,  or  the  finer  fand,  make  a  paffage  along 
vdth  the  water. 

.  They  make  two  wells,  from  five  to  tei^ 
feet),  or  any  depth,  at  a  fmall  diftance,  which 
have  a  communication  at  bottom.  The  fe- 
pau-ation  muft  .be  of  clay  well  beaten,  or  of 
Other  liibftances  impervious  to  water.  The 
two  wells  are  then  filled  with  fand  and  gra« 
vel.  The  opening  of  that  into  which  the 
water  to  be  filtered  is  to  run,  muft  be  Ibme- 
what  higher  than  that  into  which  the  water 
is  to  afceihd,  and  this  muft  not  have  fand 
quite  up  to  its  brim,  that  there  may  be  room 
for  the  filtered  water,  or  it  may,  by  a  fpout, 
run  into  a  veffel  placed  for  that  purpofe. 
The  grea^ter  the  difference  is  between  the 
height  of  the  two  wells,  the  /after  the  water 
will  filter ;  but  the  lefs  it  is  the  better,  pro- 
vided a  fiifficient  quantity  of  water  be  fupplied 

l>yit. 

This  may  be  pradifed  in  a  calk,  tub,  jar, 
or  other  veffel.  The  water  may  be  conveyed 
to  the  bottom  by  a  pipe,  the  lower  end  having 
a  fpunge  in  it,  or  the  pipe  may  be  filled  with 
coarfe  land* 

It  is  evident  that  all  fuch  particles,  which 
by  their  gravity  are  carried  down  in  filtration 
by  defcent,  will  not  rife  with  the  water  in 

filti'ation 
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filtration  by  afcenfion.     This  might  be  prac- 
tifed  on  board  fhips  at  little  expence. 

The  Arabians  and  the  Turks  have  a  prepa- 
Jratioh  of  milk,  which  has  fimilar  qualities  to 
the  kiimifs  of  the  Kalmuks  :  by  the  firft  it  is 
called  lebarty  by  the  T\xx\^s yaourt. 

To  make  it,  they  put  to  new  milk  made 
hot  over  the  fire  ibme  old  leban  (or  yaourt.) 
In  a  few  hours,  more  or  leis,  according  to  the 
temperature  of  the  air,  it ,  becomes  curdled 
of  an  uniform  confidence,  and  a  moft  plea- 
faiit  acid ;  the  cream  is  in  great  part  fepa- 
rated,  leaving  the  curd  light  ai:>d  femitranf- 
parcnt.  The  whey  is  much  lefs  fiibje6i:  to  fe- 
parate  than  in  curds  made  with  remiet  with 
us,  for  the  purpofe  of  making  chetle. 

Yaourt  has  this  Angular  quality,  that  left 
to  ftand  it  becomes  daily  fburer,  and  at  laft 
dries,  without  having'  entered  into  the  putrid 
fermentation.  In  this  ftate  it  is  prelerved  in 
bags,  and  in  appearance  refembles  prefled 
curds  after  they  have  been  broken  by  the 
hand.  This  dry  yaourt,  mixed  with  water, 
becomes  a  fine  cooling  food  or  drinks  of  ex- 
cellent fervice  in  fevers  of  the  inflammatory, 
or  putrid  kind.  It  feems  to  have  none  of 
thofe  qualities  which  make  milk  improper  in 
fevers,  Frefh  yaourt  is  a  gr^at  article'  of 
food  among  the  natives,  and  Eliropeans  fooo 
become  fond  of  it. 

No 
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'  Ko  other  ^cidwiU  make  the  fame  kind  of 
turd  :  all  that  have  been  tried,  after  the  acid 
f^raiwt^tion  is^over j  become  putrid^  In'  Ruf- 
fw  tb?y  put  their  milk  in  pots  in  an  oven,^ 
Qud  let  it  ftand  till  it  become^  ibur,  ^nd  this 
they  ufe  as  aft  article  of  food  in  th^t  .ftate,  ' 
or  make  clieefe  of  if^  but  it  has  none  of  the 
qualities  of  yaourt,  though,  when  it  is  new, 
it  has  fpuclf^  of  the  tafte.  Perhiaps  new  nftilk 
feVirdled  with  four  milk,  and  th^t  a^ain  ufed 
as  a  ferpRent^  ;and  the  faraie  procefs  continuecj^ 
m\ghU  ii^  tirnci  acquire  the  qualities  gf  yar 
Ourtt  whifh  never  cap  bg  made  in  Tvirkey  , 
without  foKie  old  yaonrt  *• 

They  give  tuo. rational  account  how  it  was 
firft  m^de  I  fothe  pf  t\\tp  told  me  an  angel 
taught  A:braham  how  to  make  it,  and  Qthers^^ 
that  an  angel  brpMght  a  pot  of  if  to  Hagar^ 
Which  was  the  firil  yao^rt  (or  leban,) 

It  merits  attention  as  a  delicious  article  of 
food)  and  as  a  medicine^ 

I  wiU  here  relate  the  manner  the  Tatars 

*  I  have,  fince  Ais  was  written j  learnt  that  yaourt  may 
Ibe  itiade  in  the  following  nianner:-^Put  mco  a  bafon  a 
fpbpnful  of  beer  yeaft,^  or  wine  lees;  pour  on  k  a  quart  of 
^(Hling  milk}  when  it  is  formed  into  a  curd^  and  is  becoma 
four,  take  of  it  a  table  fpoonful  and  a  half  to  ferVeas  a  fer- 
inent  ta  a  frefh  quart  of  milk,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the 
yeaft.  This,  after  a  few  repetitions,  will  become  good 
yaoiut^  and  hk  the.  tafte  of  the  yeaft  by  degrees* 

K       *<  and 
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atxd  Kalmtiks  make  their  kumis.  or  fermented 
mare's  milk. 

**  Take  of  mare's  ttiilk  of  dhe  day  any 
quantity,  add  to  it  a  fixth  part  of  water,  an 
eighth  part  of  the  fonreft  cx>w's  milk  that 
can  be  got,  but  at  a  future  period  a  fiiialler 
portion  of  old  kumis  will  better  anfwer  the 
purpofe  of  fouring  ;  cover  the  veffel  with  a 
thick  cloth,  and  fct  it  in  a  place  of  moderate 
warmth ;  leave  it  to  reft  for  twenty-four*  , 
hours,  at  the  end  of  which  the  milk  wiU  have 
become  four,  and  a  thick  fiibftance  gathered 
at  top ;  then  with  a  ftick,  made  at  the  lower 
end  in  the  manner  of  a  churii  flaff,  beat  it 
till  the  thick  fubftance  above -^mentioiied  be 
blended  intimately  with  the  fubjacent  fluid ; 
let  it  reft  tWenty-four  hourS  in  a  high  nar- 
row veffel  like  a  chufn.  The  agitation  muft 
be  repeated  as  before,  till  the  liquor  appears 
to  be  perfeftly  homogenous,  and  in  this  ftate 
it  is  called  kumis  (or  koumis)  of  which  th<i 
tafte  ought  to  be  a  plealant  mixture  of  fwect 
and  four.  Agitation  muft  be  employed  every 
time  before  it  is  ufed.  When  well  prepared 
in  clofe  veffels,  and  kept  in  a  cold  place,  it 
will  keep  three  months  or  more  without  any 
injury  to  its  quality* 
'  **  It  ferves  both  as  drink  and  food  ;  is  a  re- 

ftorative  to  the  ftomachand  a  cure  for  ner- 
\  vous  difordcrs,  phthifis,  &c." 

The 
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The  Tatars  diftil  this  fermented  milk,  and 
obtain  from  it  a  fpirituoiis  liquorj  which  they 
drink  inftead  of  brandy* 

The  butter,  which  is  moflly  ufed  in  Con- 
uantinople,  comes  from  the  Crim  and  the 
Kuban.  They  do  not  fait  it,  but  melt  it  iii 
large  copper  pans  over  a  very  flow  fire,  and 
fcum  ojBF  vyhat  rifes ;  it  will  then  preferve 
fweet  a  long  time  if  the  butter  was  frefli  when 
it  was  melted.  We  prefprve  butter  moftly  by 
lalting.  I  have  had  butter,  which  when  frefh 
Was  melted  and  fcum'd  in  the  Tatar  manner^ 
iand  then  lalted  in  our  manner,  which  kept 
two  years  good  and  fine  tafled;  Wafliing 
does  not  fb  efFefilually  free  butter  from  the 
curd  and  butter- milk^  which  it  is  neceflary  to 
do,  in  order  to  preferve  it,  as  boiling  or  melt- 
ing ;  when  then  lalt  is  added  to  prevent  the 
pure  butyrous  part  from  growing  rancid,  w6 
certainly  have  the  befl:  procefs  for  prefer ying 
butter*  The  melting  or  boiling,  if  done  with 
care,  does  not  difcolour  or  injure  the  tafte. 

To  the  lovers  of  coffee,  a  few  remarks  oil 
the  Turkifh  manner  of  making  it j  in  the  beft 
way,  may  not  be  unacceptable. 

Coffee,  to  be  good^  mufl  either  be  ground 
to  an  almofl  impalpable  powder,  or  it  mufl 
be  pounded  as  the  Turks  do,  in  an  iron  mor- 
tar, with  a  heavy  peflle./  The  Turks  firft  put 
the  oofFee  dry  into  the  coffee  pot,  and  fet  it 

R  a  ovei* 
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over  a  very  flow  fire,  or  embers,  till  it  is  watm^ 
and  fends  forth  a  fragrant  fmell,  fhakins:  it 
often  ;  then  from  another  pot  they  pour  on  it 
boiling  water  (or  rather  water  in  which  the 
grounds  of  thp  laft  made  coffee  had  been 
boiled,  and  ftt  to  become  clear) ;  they  thea 
hold  it  a  little  longer  over  the  fire,  till  there 
is  on  it3  top  a  white  froth  like  cream,  but 
it  muft  not  boil,  but  only  rife  gently  ;  it  is 
then  poured  backwards  and  forwards  two  or 
three  times,  from  one  pot  into  another,  and 
it  (bon  becomes  clear :  they,  however,  often 
drink  it  quite  thick.  Some  put  in  a  fpoon- 
ful  of  cold  water  to  make  it  clear  fooner,  or 
lay  a  cloth  dipt  in  cold  water  on  the  top  of 
the  pot. 

The  reafon  why  our  Weft  India  coffee  is 
not  fo  good  as  the  Yemen  cofFee  is,  that  on 
account  of  the  climate  it  is  never  fuffcred  ta 
hang  on  the  trees  till  it  is  perfeftly  ripe ;  and 
in  the  voyage  it  acquires  a  tafle  from  the  bad 
air'  in  the  hold  of  the  fhip.  This  may  be  re- 
medied in  Italy,  by  expofing  it  to  the  fun 
two  or  three  months :  with  us,  boiling  water 
(hould  be  poured  on  it,  and  let  to  ftand  till 
it  is  cold,  then  it  muft  be  wafhed  with  other 
cold  water,  and,  laftly,  dried  in  an  ovein 
Thus  prepared,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good  as 
the  beft  Turkey  coffee.  It  (hould  be  roafted 
in  an  open  earthen  or   iron  pan,  and  the 

flower 
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flower  it  is  f oafted  the  better.    As  often  as  it 
x:raickles  it  muft  be  taken  off  the  fire.     Th^ 

Turks  often  roaft  it  in  a  baker's  oven  while  it 

*  ' 

is  heating. 

-  The  prefervation  of  yeail:  having  been  a 

iiibjed  of  piuch  refearch.  in  this  country,  the 
following  particulars  may  perhaps  deferye  at- 
tention. On  the  coaft  of  Perfia  my  bread  wa? 
made,  in  the  Enghfh  manner,  of  good  wheat 
flour,  and  with  the  yeaft  generally  iife^ 
thf  re.  It  is  thus  prepared  ;  take  a  fmall  t?^ 
cup  or  wine  glafs  full  of  fplit  or  bruifed  peaf^ 
.  pour  on  them  a  pint  of  boiling  water,  and  fejt 
^the  whole  in  a  vefTel  all  night  on  the  hearth^ 
or  any  other  warm  ptape ;  the  water  will  be  a 
good  yeaft,  and  have  a  froth  on  its  top  next 
xnorning.  In  this  cold  climate,  especially 
lat  a  cold  ftafon,  it  Ihould  ftand  longer  to 
-ferment,  perhaps  twenty-four  or  forty-eight 
iours,  and  the  quantity  of  peafe  fhould  be 
Jarger ;  ex|)^rience  muft  determine  this.  The 
above  quantity  made  me  as  much  bread  as  ji 
baif  quarten>  loaf,  the  quality  of  which  was 
v^ry  g^ood  and  light, 

A  %ring,  which  operates  botjh  on  the  indi- 
-vidu^l, and  national  chara6ler  of  the  moderu 
Euroj>f  an  with  a  force  iecond  only  to  that  ojf 
political  inftitution,  is  commerce.  Upon  the 
.view^  pitertained  on  this  fubjedt  by  a  people ; 
j^^o^  ,t;he  ^Kteiit  an4  modes  of  their  pradtice,^ 

R  3  aud 
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and  upon  the  charafter  which  they  mahitai^ 
with  reiped  to  it,  depends  much  of  their  im-i 
portance  as  a  nation. 

With  regard  to  the  general  ideas  entertain** 
ed  by  all  ranks  in  Turkey  relative  to .  com- 
merce, they  are  no  lefs  narrow  and  abfiird 
than  all  their  other  opinions.  "  We  (hould 
^*  not  trade,"  fay  they,  "  with  thofe  beggarly 
^^  nations,  who  come  to  buy  of  us  rich  arti- 
'^^  cles  of  merchandize,  and  rare  commodities, 
*^  which  we  ought  not  to  fell  to  them,  J|Klt 
*^  we  fhould  trade  with  thofe  who  bring  to 
^*  us  ufeful  and  valuable  articles,  without  the 

^^  labour  of  manufa6hiring,  or  the  ^rouble  of 
^  importing  them  on  our  part."  Upon  this 
principle  it  is  that  Mocha  cofFfee  is  prohibited 
to  be  fold  to  infidels.  It  is  therefore  no  wonder 
that  the  fbreign  commerce  of  the  Turks  is 
comparatively  trifling ;  their  trade  is  moftly 
from  province  to  province,  and  even  this  is 
inconceivably  narrowed  by  the  want  of  miur 
tual  confidence,  and  the  ignorance  and  fliort- 
fightednefs  of  their  views.  They  have  few 
l^ills  of  exchange,  or  any  ^of  thofe  modes  of 
tranfafting  bufinefe  wTiich  the  ingenuity  and 
pnterprife  of  commercial  nations  have  in- 
vented  for  the  facilitation  of  copimercial  in-, 
^ercourfc. 

The  eflFedls  which  the  infceuri^y  of  proper-t 
^,  ^4  the  watchful  avarie^  of  the  govern-, 
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'  metit  produce  upon  commerce,  are  ftill  more 
jftriking.     In  an  extenfive  trade  capital  and 
-  credit  muft  be  alike  great,  but  from  both  of 
thefe  the  Turk  is  cut  off;  he  dares  not  makie 
a  difplay  of  wealth;  and  if' he  has  been  fp 
^fortunate  as  to  accumulate  a  large  fum  jof 
-money,  his  firfl:  care  is  to  conceal  it  from 
-view,  left  it  fliould  attra<^  the  blood-fuckers 
of  power.    The  neceflary  corifequence  of  this 
is,  that  credit,  that  vital  iprihg  of  commerce, 
cannot  be  created,  and  inftead  of  thofe  com- 
mercial connexions  which  in  this  part  of  Eu- 
rope ramify  {b  widely,  and  render  commercial 
operations  fo  eafy,  all  bufinefs  is  tranfafted 
either  by  principals  themfelves,  or  their  im- 
mediate faftors,  in  a  way  little  different  from 
the  barter  of  the  rude  age^. 

Nor  is  it  only  the  infecurity  of  property 
while  living  which  renders  the  Turk  fb  averle 
to  engage  in  undertakings  of  great  extent  and 
contingent  advantage ;  the  dilppfition  pf  it  by 
will  affords  them  little  means  of  felf  grati- 
fication in  viewing  their  inheritance  tranf^ 
mitted  to  pofterity.  The  merchants,  and 
others  of  inferior  rank,  know,  that  a  iplendid 
forttme,  at  the  feme  time  that  it  renders  their 
children  objedls  of  fufpicion,  will  not  raife 
them  to  pofts  of  honour,  arid  refpedl,  without 
putting  them  in  a  fituation  not  to  be. able  to 
traiifinit  it  another  generation  to  their  ppfte- 

»  4  nty  i 
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rity }  thofe  ^h6  hold  any  office  crff  the  porlor 

know  that  they  have  thef  lliltan  for  their  heir, 
aind  his  pafhas  or  other  officers  for  their  exe- 
cutors ;  hence  it  is  that  pofterity  is  of  fo  litcle 
confequence  in  the  eyes  of  the  Turk>  that  he 
is  feWom  induced  to  conlidt  much  their  wel- 
fare, and  the  holpitals^  carayanlaiies,  foun- 
tains, bridges^  &c.  built  for  charitable  pur-? 
pofes,  only  originate  in  the  ofteutation  or 
iuperftitious  fears  of  their  founders,  who  builcj 
them  for  the  repofe  of  their  fouls,  or  to  pcipe- 
tuate  the  reputation  of  their  piety. 

The  natural  relult  of  this  combination  of 
circumftarices   is,   that   ecmmerce  is    every 
where  checked';  no  emulation  takes place^  no 
communication  of  difcdveries^  no  firm  ancj 
folid  alTociation  of  intereft ;    their  mechQ- 
nical  arts  aire  in  many  inftancei  worfc  cul- 
tivated now  than  they  were  a  century  ^gigo^ 
particularly  the  tempering  of  fabres  ;   antl 
fbme  of  their  manufa6lures  have  gone  entirely 
to  decay. 

It  remains  only  to  ipeak  of  the  rhoral  chft- 
raCler  which  they  maintaiix  as  trad^srs;  tod 
this  has  been  varioufly  reprefented.  All 
ranks  of  people  have  ibme  ^ight  kind  of 
commerce.  Or  rather  ^  for^  of  pedling  trade 
among  themfelves,  and  confetqudntly  the 
diftin61:ive  charafter  of  the'di^rent  ranks 
^ill  appear  in  this  as  well  as  in  rther  cir-r 

cufnftances, 
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etitkifttinccs,  Amongft  all  of  them  a  certaia 
degree  of  artifice  is  common,  and  is  fcarcely 
thought  difhonourable^  fuch  as  the  corrupting 
of  brokers  and  aU  thole  who  are  concerned  in 
making  bargains ;  but  the  officers  and  dc» 
pendents  of  the  porte  are  univerfally  re*- 
marked  as  the  moft  venal  and  cheating  fet  of 
jpaen  on  tlie  face  of  the  car\h» 

Honefty,  however,  it  is  faid,  in  fome  rnefr* 
fvttC'  diftinguifhes  the  Turkifh  merchant: 
this  may  perhaps  be  true,  if  we  compare 
him  with  the  crafty  Greek,  or  ftill  more  fubtle 
Armenian,  who^  from  the  unjuft  oppreflioiK 
under  which  they  lahcnir,  are  induced  to  re^ 
taliate  by  artifice,  on  their  imperioiis  matters, 
the  fdurCe  of  hfilf  that  tricking  and  deception 
commonly  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  lotvw 
prdcf s  of  fociety. 

Much  of  the  civilization  of  modern  Eurc^ 
has  been  with  juftice  attributed  to  the  in- 
fhience  of  fepnale  fociety ;  to  this  are  owing 
the  high  &rid  noble  paffions  which  excite 
inankind  to  il^^s  of  aftive  |)atriotifm  and 
benevoknce,  and  the  fofter  pleafiires  which 
ornament  and  endear  the  focial  circle,  it 
will  be  worth  while  to  confider  how  far 
then  woman,  ^  laji  and  befi  of  all  God's 
^  wqrks^^  made  to  foften  the  ferocity  of  man, 
was   raa^e   ii^  vain  for   thefe  barbarians;* 
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•whofe  love  is  fenfuality  without  friendihip  or 
efteem. 

Polygamy  is  generally  found  to  be  deftruc- 
tive  to  the  finer  feelings ;  it  is  ib  in  Turkey* 
•The  rich  man  (who  alonQ  is  enabled  to  fup- 
port  feveral  females)  regards  them  only  ^ 
the  inftruments  of  his  pleafure,  and  feeks 
their  fbciety  with  no  other  view  ;  hence 
-the  women  themfelves  have  no  Cultivation 
:of  mind,  but  live  a  ftupid  folitary  lif?,  iur^ 
romided  by  flaves,  or  by  women  as  ignoraqt 
and  fpiritlefs  as  themfelves.  Moral  virtue 
and  intelledual  eminence  are  alike  unculti- 
imted  by  them,  and  tht  defcriptions  of  elc:- 
cgance  and  tafle  difcovgrable  in  their  amufe<- 
ments,  their  gardens,  and  apartments,  exi^l 
only  in  the  imagination  of  travellers j  whq, 
like  Lady  M.  Montague,  aim  rather  to  aflor 
;iiifh  than  to  infliai6l, 

•  The  women  in  general  only  want  an  ojp- 
portunity  to  become  unfaithful  to  their  huf- 
bands,  and  the  propofition  generally  comes 
from  them ;  < jbut  it  is  attended  with  great 
danger.  If  a  common  Mahoipedan  profli- 
tute  even'  be  catched  with  a  Chriflian,  fhe  is 
p^t  into  a  fack  and  drowned,  and  the  man 
put  to  death,  except  he  become  a  Mahome- 
dan,  which  will  not  always  fave  both  their 
lives.  Chriftianis  of  the  country  have  oftgii 
preferred  death, 

^  Marria§§ 
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Marriage  is  with  the  Mahomedans  merely 
ia  civil  cont'raft ;  the  wife  brings  no  portion 
to  the  hufband,  but  the  hufband  ftjpulates  iii 
the  marriage  contraft,  which  is  executed  be- 
fore  a  judge,  to  allow  a  certain  portion  to  the 
Wife.  The  contrafts  are  of  two  kinds,  the 
ntkiak  and  the  kapin ;  the  former  is  the  pro* 
per  legal  marriage,  and  every  Mahomedan  is 
reftrained  by  the  koran  to  four  wives  of  this 
'defcription.  This  contraft  fpecifies  a  certain 
liim,  which  is  to  be  given  to  the  wife  in  cafe 
of  repudiation,  or  of  her  huiband's  death. 
The  other  contraft  is  only  an  agreement  to 
live  together  for  a  certain  period,  at  the  ex- 
piration of  which  a  Ipecified  fum  is  to  be 
given  to  the  woman*  It  is  a  juft  obfervatioii 
of  Baron  de  Tott,  that  the  kapin  or  tempos 
.  rary  marriage  is  a  neceflary  confequence  of 
the  general  inftitution  of  polygamy.  A  fe?-. 
paration  may  be  demanded  by  either  party  ; 
if  it  be  by  the  woman,  (he  goes  before  the 
judge,  and  pronounces  the  following  for-- 
mula :  ^*  Nikia-hum  khalal^  bajlium  u%ad^^* 
i.  e.  **  My  dowry  given  up,  my  head  is  free/' 
The  hufband,  who  repudiates  his  wife,  muft 
repeat  it  either  three  feveral  times,  or  threp 
times  together,  after  which  he  .cannot  tak^ 
her  back  until  he  has  fubmitted  to  a  peculiar 
indecent  and  immoral  ceremony. 
"    |«  §9iiv^rfation  the  Turks  fom^times  dlf- 
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play  gobd  Aaturat  feofe  j  but  the  wit  for  which 
they  have  been  celebrated  is  no  where  to  he 
jfound*     This  is  fiifficiently  evident  from  thct 
cxiileace  of  the  mufahibs^  or  profefied  ipeak^ 
^tSy  who  are  indeed  little  better  than  buf^ 
foons^  but  wbp  are  hired  by  the  opulent  to 
amui^  their  company*     C^n  there  poffibly 
be  a  greater  imputation  on  the  ibciat  powers 
of  a  people,  than  their  adoption  of  flich  a 
praftice  ?  They  cannot  or  dare  not  ipeak  fi> 
as  to  keep  up  aniuiing  or  inilruftivc  convert 
iation,  and  they  therefore  call  in  the  aid  of 
hired  talkers.     Dervifhes^  particularly  thefe 
who  have  the  reputation  of  being  ma^  but 
who  generally  are  mor§  ''ogoes  than  ibols, 
often  attach  tbemlelves  to  the  ^eat^  a&d 
amufe  the  company*     Thefe  people  iJDtzi^T 
times    take    very   great    liberties   in    their 
fpeeches,  which  is  excufed  in  them  on  ac* 
count  of  their  holy  frenzy, 

A  free  people  are  a  ibcial  people,  fond  of 
friendly  intercourfe.  Cheerful  cOnverfe  and 
unreierv^ed  communication  of  fcntiment  foften 
the  oature,  refine  the  manners,  expand .  tlje 
heart,  and  enlarge  the  underftanding*  Frce^^ 
dom  of  fpeaking  and  ading.  is  the  ibwce  of 
civilization* 

A  nation  of  flaves  is  a  nation  difunited;; 
no  Ibcial  ties,  no  unbofoming  of  friendihip ;. 
fufpicion  and  feaf  is  in  qvery  breaft  j  conyer-» 
§   '      ,  fatio« 
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iation  is  uniaterefting,  an4  confequently  not 
Ibught  after  ;  hired  buffoons  and  low  jeft^r^ 
are  the  fpeakei-s  to  the  gloomy  audience,  ot 
they  fit  in  fad  and  ftupid  folitude,  fmoking  a 
narcotic  herb,  or  taking  lethargic  opium; 
infulting  haughtinefs  and  ridiculotis  pomp 
take  the  place  of  that  elevation  of  (entiment, 
and  dignity  of  character,  which  alone  exalts 
tlxe  man  of  high  birth  or  office  above  hi^ 
iellow  citizen ;  difguft  and  gloom  hang  over 
their  coux>teng.nces,  and  innocent  mirth  is 
deemed  indecent. 

When  a  Turk  drinks  wine,  it  is  with  an 
intention  of  being  intoxicated  ;  he  therefore 
fwallows  a  large  portion  at  one  draught,  or 
repeats  it  till  he  is  beaftly  drunk  ;  Or  if  he 
is  fearful  of  the  confequences  of  being  in  that 
ftate  in  the,  place  he  happens  to  be,  at  leaft 
the  quantity  he  preicribes  to  himfelf  to  make 
him  contented  (jdi^  they  exprefs  themfel ves)- he 
drinks  off  all  at  once.  Such  a  method  of 
drinking  wine,  and  with  fuch  a  view,  cer- 
tainly entitles  drinkers  to  the  contempt  they 
are  held  in  in  Turkey. 

From  thefe  circumftances,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  forming  the  more  ornamental 
part  of  the  manners  of  a  nation,  we  pafs  t» 
tbof^  more  important  points  which  canftitutc 
the  bafis  of  their  moral  charafter. 

And  here  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  {o  wide 
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Sand  various  an  empire  as  Turkey  cannot,  btifc- 
have  ftriking  varieties  in  the  morals  of  its 
inhabitants  ;  they,  however,  moftly  agree  in 
the  great  leading  points^  and  the  variations 
are  to  be  accounted  for  from  peculiar  cir- 
cumftances  of  fituation^  origin,  and  habits^ 
I  Ihall  therefore  firft  notice  generally  thofe 
vices  and  virtues  which  belong  to  the  Turks 
as  a  nation,  and  then  point  out  a  few.  of  xh^ 
moft  ftriking  differences  obfervable  in  the 
various  provinces  of  the  empire. 

The  moral  charafter  of  the  Turks  hasi 
been  reprefented  in  a  favourable  light  by 
ibme  authors  upon  two  principles  ;  the  one^ 
a  connexion  of  intereft  between  the  Turks 

« 

-  and  their  own  country  (which  is  the  cafe  of 
moft  of  the  French  writers  except  Volney) 
and  the  other,  from  a  wifli  to  expofe  the  vices 
and  follies  of  other  European  nations  by  the 
contrafti  Of  the  writers  themfelves  I  ihall 
hereafter  have  occalioii  to  fpeak ;  the  chief 
'  points  of  their  defcription  will  be  included  in 
the  following  obfervations* 

Much  has  been  faid  of  the  equity  of  the 
Turks.  If  we  look  to  the  example  of  their 
iultans,  viziers,  palhas,  and  judges,  felling 
juftice,  can  it  be  fuppofed  that  thefe  .exam- . 
pies  have  not  corrupted  the  people,  though 
they  vlrere  naturally  good.  The  truth  i^ 
that  they  have  fo  little  idea  of  juftice  them- 
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^Ives,  that  when  they  go  to  law  (that  is^ 
appeal  to  a  kadi)  they  rely  more  on  bribes 
atid  cabal  than,  on  impartial  judgment* 
Where  the  judge  is  not  influenced,  he.  is 
naturally  juft ;  no  man  fcarcely  was  ever 
£6  corrupted  but  he  would  be  fo.  The 
European  merchants,  who  have  a  better 
opportunity  of  knowing  them  than  foreign 
minifters,  confined  almoft  wholly  to  their 
refidence,  and  ignorant  of  the  country,  or 
thari  travellers  pafSng  haftily  through  the? 
Countfy,  unanitnoufly  allure  us,  that  they  find 
them  very  Gunning  in  their  dealings,  and  full 
of  deceit. 

The  people  are  faid  to  be  humaile  :  the 
peaceable  citizen  may  be  fo,  as  in  other  parts, 
or  as  man  naturally  is ;  but  the  diftates  of 
their  religion,  and  the'  examples  they  fee, 
muft  blunt  their  feelings ;  and  this  citizen,  in 
regard  to  an  enemy,  is  as  favage  as  a  tiger. 
.  There  is,  after  all  (from  whatever  caufe)  a 
ferocity  in  then!  which  may  eafily  be  awoken, 
and  when  they  flrike,  it  is  with  a  dagger  to 
the  heart* 

The  temperance  of  the  Turks,  which  is 
owing  in  a  great  mealure  to  their  religion, 
produces  its  lufual  good  efFeft  in  rendering 
their  intellefts  clear;  their  grofs  ignorance 
is  not  to  be  attributed  to  their  want  of 
natural  feaih ;  the  foil   muft   not  only  be 
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in  Itfelf  rich,  it  muft  be  cultivate^^  Th^ 
Turk  has  indeed  a  good  capacity^  and  ^n  ha-» 
bitual  prudence,  but  his  government  and  re* 
ligion  arc  eternal  bars  ID  his  improventent^ 
Opennc'  J  of  mind  and  benevolence  caimot 
'  txift  where  deipatifoi  renders  every '  mart 
fiifpicious^  nor  can  the  votary  of  ah  iotole-^ 
rant  and  fanguinary  religion  cultivate  libe* 
telity  arid  fcience* 

As  to  the  politenefe  aferibed  to  t\t^  Tprkj 
by  feme  authors^  I  never  could  difcoyer  it  i 
the  Turkifh  ferocity,  perhaps,  excited  fear 
,  in  them,  and  produced  refpeft :  if  a  tnart 
found  himfelf  alone  with  a  tiger,  and  efcaped 
unhurt,  he  would  fay  it  was  a  good-natured 
9uim^L     The  affuming   fiiperiority  of  the 
meaneft  Turk,  the  deference  which  i?  paid' 
to  him  by  all  infidels  who  approach  him,  and 
by  your  own  interpreters,  impoie  and  create 
refpeft ;  if  the  beaft  then  only  growls,  h^t 
does  not  bite,  he  is  praifed  for  his  civility.    If 
you  know  their  language^  yoi|  will  obferve 
the  difference  of  their  expreffioi>s  and  their 
nianaers  from  thofe  they  ufeto their  brother 
Mahomedans ;  you  will  obferve^  at  beft;  an 
infulting  condefcendence,  which  plainly  be* 
ipeaks  theii^  contempt  of  you  :  they  are  ig-' 
ttorant  of,  and  above  praflifing  the  true  prin^*        J 
ciples   of   politenefs*     Madaftie   de   Genlis 
fays,  politcnefs  confifts  in  making  others  ap- 
pear 
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Jjear  twtvy  thing,  yourfelf  nothing  ;  a  Turk 
makes  hinifelf  every  thingj  you  nothing. 
.  We  have  only  to  ^obferve  the  ambafladors 
they  lend  to  foreign  courts  (who  are,  all 
people  very  lovC^  in  office ;)  they  neither  learn 
the  language,  or  gain  any  niore  knowledge 
of  the  country  than  the  poft-horfes  which 
draw  them  through  it :  when  they  return, 
they  reprefent  the  men  as  monkies,  becaufe 
they  are  a6live,  and  the  women  ^s  profti- 
tutes,  becaufe  they  are  unveiled,  and. live  in 
fociety  with  men.  Not  one  word  of  this  is 
exaggerated.  The  language  and  the  addrefs 
of  the  pbliteft  minifter  of  the  porte  to.  a  fo- 
reign ambaflador  very  much  refembles  the 
civility  of  a  polite  German  baron  to  his 
^aflal.  ' 

Even  their  moft  ftrenuous  admirer,  Peyf^ 
fonel,  acknow^ledges  that  Turkey  remains  two 
centuries  behind  the  reft  of  Europe  in  re- 
lpe6l  to  fcience  ;  that  it  has  negle6led  naval 
and  'military  ta6}:ics  and  difcipline  ;  and  that 
it  allows  vices  in  many  parts  of  its  admini- 
ftration  to  go  uncorre6ted. 

That  there  is  a  confiderable  difference  of 
charader  and  naorals  in  the  different  parts  of 
the  empire  has  been  before obferved :  the  worft 
aire  the  people  of  Anatolia,  particularly,  thofe 
bordering  on  the  Black  Sea  j  they  are  cow- 
ardly, treacherous,  robbers,  aflaffinsjj^  and  inde-* 
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cciit ;   thofe  of  Conftantinople  arc  Ibftened 
i>y  a  city  life.;  thofe  of  Aleppo  are  the  moft 
refined  and  civil  among  themfclves,  and  re- 
markably decent,  but,  like  all  the  Afiatics, 
hold  Europeans  in  great  contempt,  and  even 
hatred;   at  Daraafcus  they  are  furious  zea-- 
lots;  the  people  of  Smyrna  are  favage  and 
dangerous;  in  European  Turkey  they  have 
fewer  prejudices  againfl:  Chriftians,  becauie 
they  know  more  of  them,  or  rather  becauie 
they  are  Icfs  bigoted  enthufiafts  than  at  Da- 
mafcus,  or  in  Egypt;   at   Bagdad  they  arc 
lels  prejudiced  by  their  i:eligion,   and  more 
<3fpen  to  inftruftion,   than  in  other  parts  of 
Afia;  the  people  of  Baflbra,   a  mixture  of 
Arabs,  Perfians,  and  a  few  Turks,  are  mild 
and  docile.     It  is  lingular,  that  thefe  people,* 
from  their  communication  with  India  and 
with  Europeans,  know  infinitely  more  of  our 
manners,  arts,  and  arms,  and  are  more  in- 
clined to  adopt  them,  than*  thofe  in  the  fron- 
tier towns  in  Europe,  who  are  ftill  prejudiced, 
infolent,  and^  proud.     The  Arabians  of  the 
defert  generally  pay  nearly  as  much  relped 
to  a  European  as  to  one  of  their  own  coun- 
try, and  more  than  to  a  Turk,   whom  they 
mortally  hate. 

I  could  here  wifti  to  refcue  the  Arabs  of 
the  Great  Defert  from  the  imputation  of 
robbery^     1  think .  no  nation  lefs*  deferves  it. 

I  how- 
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I  however  except  the  bord^rerf^  an3'thofe  who 
wander  into  countries  whofe  inhabitants  have 
fixed  habitations,  as  Egypt,  &c.  I  have  lived 
with  them ;  I  know  theit  habits,  and  the 
fimpTicity  and  honefty  of  their  hearts;  I  have 
feen  them  in  their  peaceable  habitations,  and 
when  they  have  been  attacked  I  have  gone 
with  them  into  the  battle,  as  their  laws  of 
hofpitality  require. 

They  religroufly  obferve '  their  laws  of 
p^ce  and  war :  it  is  from  ignorance  of  them 
that  their  conduft  has  been  mifconftrued, 
Thefe,  laws  agree  with  thofe  which  fome 
European  nations  have  eftabliflied  in  their 
maritime  code;  that  a  neutral 'flag  prote6h 
an  enemy's  property.  If  the  condu6lors  of 
caravans  or  other  lefler  bodies  are  friends, 
the  perfons  and  property  of  enemies  are  iuf^ 
fered  to  pafs  unmolefted;  they  even  enjoy- 
all  the  rights  of  hofpitality  in  common  with 
their  friends.  ,        • 

But  the  Arabs  confider  the  X^rks  as  ene- 
mies, and  all  unknown  nations  as  Turks; 
when  thefe  therefore  travel  alone,  or  with 
other  Arab  nations  with  whom  thofe  that  they 
meet  are  at -war,  the  latter  attack  them,  and 
if  they  conquer,  ftrip  them  naked.  They 
neither  kill  their  prifoners  nor  make  flaves  of 
them  as  the  Turks  do,  but  they  tell  them  to 
goto  their  nation  and  provide  themfclves  with 
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arms  to  meet  them  again  in  battle.  It  is 
true  that  people  thus  ftript  often  die  of  thirit 
or.  hunger;  but  it  is  from  ignorance,  of  an-* 
other  cuftom  of  the  Arabs,  which  is,  to  bar- 
gain-  with  their  enemies  to  conduft  them  to 
ibme  place,  where  the  fum  ftipulated  is  to  be 
paid,  and  which  is  generally  Very  moderate* 
The  Arabs  in  this  manner  carry  their  pri-^ 
foners  to  Bagdad,  *Baflbra,  or  whatever  place 
is  agreed  on,  where,  the  money  being  paid^ 
the  government  fiifFers  the  Arabs  to  diepart 
tmmolefted :  this  contra6i  is  never  violated, 
as  the  confequences  would  be  fatal  to 
others. 

With  a  large  caravan,  when  there  are  wars 
in  the  d:efert,  there  aregener^Uy  conduflors 
who  are  of  other  nations,  befides  that  of  which 
it  is  compofed,  who  appear  as  chief  conduftors 
alternately,  according  to  the  nation  they  meet. 
This  evalion  is  fometimes  difcovered,  and 
^  the  caravan  plunaered. 
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On  the  State  of  Population  in  the  T'urkijh  EnU 

pire^ 

•# 
<  « 

THE  aim  of  ail  rational  politics  is  to 
augraciit  the  numbers,  and  increare- 
the  bappinefs'of  mankind;  and  hence  the  (rate 
of  population  is  generally  the  tnoft  accurate 
ftanidard  pf  political  error, or  improvement. 
From,  the  preceding  pages  we  (hall  have  feen 
fiifRcient  reafon  to  apprehend  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  Turkifli  empire  cannot  be,  in  the 
prefent  day,  at  allproportioned  to  the  extent 
6f  its  territotv.  The  religious  diftin6lions 
which  deprefs  into  fo  abje6l  a  ftate  of  flavery 
one  great  part  of  the  community,  and  the 
infecurity  of  property,  which  afFe6ls  .every 
rank  and  condition,  are  both  caoifes,  whofe 
(Tombined  operation  muft  greatly  lubtraft 
from  the  numbers  of  a  people,  which  form 
the  vital  ftrength  of  a  ftate.  Where  the  culti- 
vator is  not  flire  of  reaping  the, corn  which  he 
4bws,  he  will  fbw  only  what  the  immediate 
iiecefiity  of  fubfiftence  requires;  the  political 
ftate  of  the  country  prevents  his  accumulation 
bf  capital,  and  even  that  fmall  portion  which 
he  may  chance  to  poflefs,  he  will  not  hazard 
in  ip^eulations  of  fo  very  uncertain  profit.    In 
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this  languiihing  ftate  of  domeftic  agriculture, 
Conftantinople  looks  for  a  fupply  of  com  to 
foreign  channels,  particularly  Egypt,  Molda- 
via, Walachia,  the  Crimea,  and  Poland. 

From  a  view  of  the  ftate  of  Egypt,  it  will 
appear  that  little  dependence  can  be  placed  ba  , 
the  permanence  of  this  fupply;  ftilllefs  would 
a  \vife  government  look  to  markets,  which,  like" 
the  others  which  I  have  enumerated,  are  cither 
immediately  under  the  direftion  of  a  hoftile 
{late,  or  perpetually  liable  to  its  incurfions* 
The  Ruilians  are,  indeed,  wife  enough,  in 
time  of  peace,  to  invigorate  their  own  agri- 
culture, by  fupplying  Conftantinoplc  with 
corn  from  their  provinces.  The  Crimea,  on 
which  the  porte  ufed  greatly  to  depend,  has 
been  deferted  by  mod  of  its  Tatar  inhabitants 
iince  it  fell  under  the  imperial  dominion ;  but 
the  Ruilian  and  other  adventurers,  who  now 
occupy  it,  are  making  great  endeavours  to 
revive  its  commerce  and  agriculture;  thcfe, 
however,  as  well  as  the  fupplies  of  Poland, 
are  in  the  hands  of  Ruiiia,  and  in  the  event 
of  a  war  ihe  can  not  only  withhold  them, 
but  eafily  cut  off  the  fopplies  of  Moldavia  and 
Walachia,  thus  expofing  the  Turkifh  capital 
to  the  .  utmoft  d^iftrefi.  Notwithftanding 
thefe  evident  confequences  of  their  prefent 
lyilem  ef  policy,  the  divan  purfue  thole  me- 
thods of  fupply  which  gi^e  them  the  leaft 

immediate 
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immediate  troviblc,  totally  regardlcfs  both  of 
the  decay  of  their  own  agriculture,  and  of  the 
future  deftrudlion  which  this  fyftem  threatens 
to  their  very  exiftence  as  a  nation  ^  It  is  not 
only  in  theory  that  thefe  evils  are  to  he  appre- 
hendodj  a  comparifbn  of  the  prefent  and  part: 
ftates  of  the  Turkifh  i)opulation  will  evince 
the  truth  of  the  foregoing  propofitions. 

We  know  not  what  was  the  population  of 
this  vaft  empire  in  very,  remote  ages ;  from 
the  evidence  of  hiftory  it  appears  to  have  been 
very  confiderable;  at  prelent  it  is  far  frorji 
being  fo.  Without  going  farther  back  than 
the  memory  of  perlbns  now  livings  it  is  eaiy 
to  prove  that  depopulation  has  been,  in  lat- 
ter times,  aftonilhingly  rapid. 

In  earlier  times  the  chafm  was  in  ibme 
meaiure  filled  by  the  inhabitants  they  carried 
.away  frorji  the  countries  they  conquered,  or 
into  which  they  made  their  barbarous  incur- 
fions,  Hungary  and  Poland  have  fui*ni(hed 
them  with  millions. 

The  great  caufes  of  ,tl)is  depopulation  are,  v 
doubtlefs,  the  following ; 

I  ft.  The  plague,  of  which  the  empire  is 
never  entirely  free. 

adly.  Thofe  terrible  diforders  which  almofl 
always  follow  it,  at  leaft  in  Afia. 

3dly.  Epidemic  and  endemic,  maladies  in 
Afia,  which  make  as  dreadful  ravages  as  the 

s  4  plague 
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plague  itielf,  and  which  frequently  vifit  that 
part  of  the  empire. 

4thly.  Famine,  owing  to  the  want  of  pre» 
caution  in  the  government,  when,  a  crop  of 
corn  fails,  and  to  the  avarice  and  villany  of 
the  pafhas,  who  generally  endeavour  to  profit 
by  this  dreadful  calamity. 

5th  and  laftly,  the  ficknefles  which  always 
follow  a  famine,  and  which  occafion  a  much 
greater  mortality. 

The  plague  is  more  mortal  in  proportion 
2i&  it  vifits  a  country  feldom.  At  Conftanr 
tinople  it  is  often  a  great  number  of  years 
together  :  it  is  fcarcely  perceived  in  winter, 
and  frequently  fhips  fail  to  Europe, with  clean 
bills  of  health  J  though  it  is  lurking  in  infedted 
clothes,  and  in  diftant  and  little  frequented 
parts  of  the  city.  In  spring  it  breaks  out 
/  again.  No  calculation  can  be  formed  of  the 
numbers  that  die  of  it  in  the  capital ;  for 
their  want  is  never  long  perceived,  there  be- 
ing a  conftant  influx  bf  people  fr.onl^the 
country  to  the  capital.  Some  years  the  mor- 
tality ^oes  not  Appear  to  be  confiderable,  but 
at  other  times  they  have  what  is  called  z great 
Bcknefs\  which  carries  off  an  aftonifhing  num- 
ber. The  confumption  of  provifions  has  been 
reduced,  during  (uch  a  plague,  to  three-fourths 
of  what  it  was  wheii  it  began  to  rage. 

It  yifits  rpoft  parts  of  Afia  every  ten  or 
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twelve  years^  and  carries  off  an.  eighth  or 
tenth  of  the  inhabitants,  and  fometimes  a 
fourth  or  more,  The  farther  eaft  a  country  is 
iitu^ted^  the  lefs  frequently  it  is  vifited.  It  is- 
laid,  it  never  goe3  where  the  olive  tree  does  not 
grow*  It  reaches  Baflbra  abOpt  every  nnie^ 
tieth  year;  but  then  this  Icourge  is  moft 
dreadful.  The  laft  plague  carried  off  nine- 
tenths  of  the  inhabitants,  and  that  city  had 
been  ninety-fix  years  free  of  it.  Farther  eaft^ 
it  has  not  been  known  to  go. 

The  plague,  like  the  fmall  pox,  is  a  difbr- 
der  never  generated  by  foul  air,  or  the  like,  but 
always  produced  by  contagion.  It,  doubtlefe, 
comes  from  Egypt,  thpugh  in  Egypt  it  isfre-^ 
guently  received  back  from  Conftantinople. 

Dr.  Ruffel  fays,  the  plague  which  afflii^ed 

^SyP'  ^^^  ^13^9  ^^^^  P^  which  it  was  faid  that 
16,000  died  in  one  day  at  Cairo,  "  was  the 
^*  only  one  that  happened  in  this  century^  which 
was  believed  by  the  people  of  Cairo  to  have 
been  brought  from  Upper  Egypt ;  the  others 
wer^  always  thought  to  have*  been  imported 
frpm  Qonjiantinople  or  Candia^  but  never 
from  Syria  or  Barb  dry  y 
How  eafily  would  not  a  regular  quarantine 
^m^  Jhutting  up  deliver  Turkey  from  this  ter- 
rible fcourge  ! — but  what  is  to  be  expefted 
but  devaftation  from  the  Turks  ?  No  city  has 
jjetter  local  fituations  for  lazarettoes  than  Con- 

ilantinople 
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ftantinople — ^I  allude  to  the  Princes  Ifla^d^* 
When  the  capital  has  been  really  free  of  it,  it 
always  is  brought  thither  either  diredlly  or 
indire6lly  from  Egypt  (generally  by  the  way 
of  Smyrna.)  Maiiy  people,  not  attending  to 
tliis  circumihtnce,  h^ve  concluded  that  it  was 
generated  in  Conftantinople,  and  talk  much 
of  the  bad  air  produced  by  the  n^ftinefs  of 
the  ftreets,  which  is  without  foundation. 
The  air  of  Conftantinople  is  exceediiigly  pure 
and  healthy i  but.  no  infected  or  impure  air, 
,  loaded  with  the  miafma  of  putrefadlion,  &c. 
will  produce  the  plague,  though  it  may  fe- 
vers, both  contagious  and  mortal,  in  a,  high 
fiegree.  * 

It  does  not  appeal*  from  Plutarch's  account 
of  the  plague  at  Athens,  that  it  really  was 
this  diforder  which  afflided  that  city  m  Pe- 
ricles tiftxe.  The  true  plague  is  never  in  the 
air,  perhaps  (for  I  lay  this  with  Ibme  doubt) 
not  in  the  bres^th  of  a  peftiferous  perlbn,  at 
leaft  the  breath  cannot  convey  it  above  a  few 
feet,  as  the  Ruffian  furgeons  have  fufficiently 
proved,  when  the  plague  was  at  Mofqua 
(Mofcow)  and  at  Cherfon  more  particularlyt 
where  thofe  furgeons,  who  touched  nothing 
in  the  hoipit^ls,  and  pulled  o£f  their  ihoes  oa 
going  out^  all  efcaped. .  -        . 

The  phyficians  at  Conftantinople  lay,  the 

more  they  ftudy  the  plague  the  lels  they  know 
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of  it ;  and  as  it  is  there  almoft  every  year, 

they  have  more  opporttinities  of  feeing  this 

diibrderthan  any  otliersoftheprofeflion.  We 

learn  nothing  from  the  Ruffian  phyiicians, 

who  expofed  themfelves  very  much  in  the 

plague   at   Mofcow,  in   1771,  and  in  that 

which  broke   out  in   1783  at  Cherfbn,  (See 

Mertens's  Obfer^f.    and  Orreus's  Defcriptio 

Peftis ;   alfo  Samoillovits's  Memoire  fur  la 

Pefte*)    Doftor  Miltzer,  a  phyfician  of  Mol^ 

cow,  has  written,  in  German,  a  large  book  on 

the  plague,  which  contains  a  great  number  of 

cafes  that  came  under  his  obfervation  ;  but  as 

they  all  tend  to  fupport  a  lyfteni  which  he  has 

adopted,  it  is  to  be  apprehended   that  the 

power  of  prepoflfeflioii  in  favour  of  his  {y{\ttsx 

has  often  milled  his  judgment.     Nor  is  there 

?iny  thing  very  fatisfadory  with  refpe61  to  the 

cure  to  be  learned  from  Dr,  RufTers  elaborate 

treatife  on  the  plague,  nor  from  the  more 

ancient. authors.     It  is  faid  that  fridion  with- 

oil  has  lately  been  difcovei'cd,  in  Egypt,  to  be, 

a  prefervative,  and  even  a  cure*;  fo  much  is 

certain,  that  the  plague  is  unknown  to  thofe 

nations  whofe  cuftom  it  is  to  rub  their  bodies 

with  oil.     It  has  been  obferved  at  Conftanti- 

nople,  thdt  tbofe  who  ufed  mercurial  frictions 

never  catched  the  plague,  how  much  foever 

they  were  expofed  to  the  contagion.     May 

this  not  have  been  owing  to  the  greafe  rather 

than  to  the  mercuiy  ? 

Mr. 
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»  Mr.  Matra  (who  is  now  agent  at  Morocco) 
gave  James's  powders  to  an  Armenian  fami- 
ly, about  twenty  years  ago,  at  Conftantinople, 
and  they  recovered.  I  alfb  thought  I  had 
performed  cures  witli  this  famous  medicine ; 
but  it  has  had  a  fair  trial  in  Ruffia,  without 
producing  any  falutary  efFeft ;  farther  than 
what  was  to  be  expefted  from  an  emetic. 
There  is,  however,  fome  realbn  to  believe  that 
it  may  prevent  the  plague,  if  adminiftered 
immediately  after  th  infeclihn^  though  perhaps 
any  other  flidorific  would  be  equally  fervice* 
able. 

There  is  one  circumftance,  of  which  it  is 
of  importance  to  determine  the  truth,  as  it  is 
of  confequence  with  re(pe6l  to  quarantine; 
this  is,  whether  the  plague  communicated 
ferfomitem^  (that  is,  by  fubftances  which,  hav* 
ihg  imbibed  the  peftiferous  effluviaor  miafina, 
retain  them  in  an  active  flate  for  fbme  time,) 
be  of  a  more  mortal  kind  than  that  by  imme^ 
diate  contaft  with  a  difeafed  body ;  and  parti-^ 
cularly  whether  thtfomes  become  of  a  more 
deadly  quality  by  its  being  long  .retained  in  the 
fubft^nce,  than  when  newly  imbibed  by  it. 

Dr.  Cullen  fays,  **  //  appears  to  me  probable 
**  that  contagions^  as  they  arifefromfomites^  are 
*^  more  powerful  than  as  they  arife  immediately 
^^from  the  human  body^^ 

Pr,  Lind  fays^  "  From  afxt  attention  to  this 
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^^  fuhje£l for  many  yeaiy^  I  fay  thefe  la/i  fwear^-* 
"  ikg  apparel^  dirty  iineny  &/:.  long  retained  in 
that  impure  Jiate J  contain  a  more*  concentrated 
and  contagious  poifon  than  the  newly  emitted 
effiuvia  or  excretions  from  the  Jick^     Vaa 

Swieten  was  of  the  lame  opinion.  ' 

On  the  .other  hand,  Do6ldr  Ruffel  (Trea-* 
tife  of  the  Plague)  whofe  opinion  with  refpe6l 
to  the  plague  is  a  great  authority,  thinljis  dif- 
ferently;  he  fays,  (page  205)  '^  Ijhould  be  in-* 
*'  dined  to  doubt  thai  the  pefiferous  effluvia  of 
"  aperfon  labouring  lender  the  plague^  after  th& 
"  having  been  fiut  up  fome  time  in  afubfance^ 
^^  fitted  to  imbibe  and  confine  theniy  would,  a£i 
^'  more  powerfully  on  a  perfon  difpofed  to  infec^ 
"  tion^  than  the  fame  effluvia  would  haye  dont 
"  at  the  infant  of  their  emanation  from  the  mor-* 
''bidbodyr 

It  certainly  would  be  a  ridiculous  f^e- 
fumption  in  one,  who  is  not  a  medical  man^ 
to  decide  between  fuch  great  profeffional  aur 
thorities ;  but  4^  not  fafts,  mentioned  byv 
Dr.  Ruffel  himfelf,  decide  the  queftion  ?  Page 
97.  Ipeaking  of  the  firft  of  the  fix  claffes,r 
under  which  he  arranged  the  cafes  wh  ich  fell 
under  his  immedijate  obfervation,  he  fays,^ 
^^  Non^  of  the  fick  recovered^  and  mo  ft  of  them 
*'  died  thefe<:Qnd  qr.  third  day ;  averyfetv  lived^ 
"  to  the  4^Av-r-"  ^>^C/^  defiruBive  forms  of, 
*'  the  difeafe  prevailed  mofi  at  the  rise  of  fhe 
.  .    '  "  plague 
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^  plague  in  1760^  a«^/  /Vj  kesuscitation //r 
**  the  fpting  of  the  two  fubfequent  years ^ '  de.- 

•*  CREASING  ALWAYS    AS    THE   DISTEMPER. 

•*  SPREAD  :  and  though  they  were  found  ^dif- 
^.perfed  in  every  Jl age  of  the  pefiilentiat  feafony 
yet  the  number  of  fubjeils  of  this  clafs  was 
prvportionably  very  f mall ^  compared  tuith  that 
of  other s.^^  A^^n\  (page  209)  "  But  a 
greater  difficulty  than  that  of  perfons  not  being 
equally  fufceptihle  ofinfe&ion^  arifes  from  the 
^  ceffafion  of  the  plague  at  a  period  when  the 
^  fuppofed  contagious  effiuvioy  preferved  in  ap^ 
^  parely  furniture^  cmd  ^ther  fomites^  at  the  end 
**  of  a  pefiilentiat feafon^  tnujft  be  allowed  not  only 
•*  to  exifi  in  a  much  greater  quantity  than  can  be 
^fuppofed  to  be  at  once  accidentally  imported 
•*  by  commerce^  but  in  a  fiate  alfo  of  univeffal 
**  difperfon  over  the  ciiy.^^ 

It  is  an  incontrcrwrtible  faft,  in  which 
every  autKor  agrees^  relative  to  the  plague, 
which,  having  ccafed  in  fomtncr  or  in  au- 
tumn, breaks  out  again  in  the  ipring,  or  at 
any  other  time  of  the  year,  whether  commu- 
nicated by  infcftious  fomites  remaining,  in  ap- 
parel, &c*  in  the  feme  city,  or  broo^t  in  mer- 
chandise, izt.  from  other  parts,  that  in  thd 
beginning  fcarcely  any  one  re<iovers  of  die 
plague,  that  the  diforder  gradually  becomes 
lels  mortal,  and  laftly,  that  it  entirely  ceafes. 
Qttcre  ?    May  it  'not  be  thence  concluded, 

that 
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that  tte  reafon  of  the  mortality  in  the  be- 
ginning  of  the  plague  is  owing  to  the  fo- 
tiStcs  having  been  confined  a  longer,  time, 
and  become  thereby  more  poifoiious ;  that 
when  the  plague  has  raged  (bme  time^  and 
the  infe6tion  taken  from  peftiferous  bodies, 
or  tfft&sjatefy  impregnated  with  Jt^Jk  fomites, 
this  is  the  reafon  why  it  is  lefs  malignant ; 
that  the.  diforder*  thus  becomes  milder,  and[ 
at  length  ceafes  to  be  infedious,    titt  the 
fomites  have  again  acquired  an  increa(cd  de- 
gree of  malignity  l>y  time  ;  that  the  examples 
mentioned  by  Dn  RufTel,  (page  97.)  of  cafes 
of  the  firft  and  mortal  clafs,  which  Ibmetimes 
were  found  at  every  feafon,  were  cafes  where 
the  fick  had  caught  infedion  from  old  fo- 
mites.    This  cannot  be  affirmed,  but  it  can- 
not, I  believe,  be  contradi6ted,  and  it  would 
appear,  from  the  gradual  decline  in  malighity 
of  the  pl^ue,  to  be  probable. 

It  would  appear  that  the  plague,  when  it 
firft  breaks  out,  and  is  very  mortal,  not  one 
in  ten,  and  ibmetimes  in  forty,  recovering, 
is  not  fo  catching  as  when  it  is  fpread  over 
the  whole  city.  Perhaps  later  in  the  year, 
when  the  pores  are  more  open  by  the  warmth 
ef  the.  feafon,  people  are  more  liable  to  he  in- 
k&cd.  Mcrten8{Hifloire  dek  Pefte  de  Mof- 
cow  en  1 771)  fays,  "  The  great  co/d  whicA 
**  reigned  during  th^  Idfi  PW9  months  t>fih^ye<ir 
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fo  enervated  the  pejitlential  miafma^  that  tid^ 
who  Ojffijied  the  Jick^  and  buried  the  dead^ 
were  lefs  eaftly  attacked  by  the  contagion^  &?rf ' 
It  appejirs  alio  from  him,  that  froft  will  in  a 
very  (hort  time  entirely  deftroy  the  fdmites : 
he  lays,  "  T>r.  Poparetjky  told  niCy  that  the 
carriers  of  the  dead  clothed  them/elves  with 
(heepjkinsy  which  had  been  wbrn  by  thofe  who 
^  had  had  the  plague j  cfter  having  been  expofed 
^  to  afeverefrojl  forty-eight  hoursj  and  not  one 
**  of  them  caught  the  plague. ^^ 

It  is  natural  to  conclude,  that  the  plague 
ihould  be  more  mortal  in  hot  weather  than  in 
cold  ;  but  it  would  feem  as  if  the  degrees  of 
Its  poifon  depended  not  fo  much  on  the  ftatc 
of  the  air  as  on  the  old  or  recent  ftate  of  the 
fomites;  and  that  the  power  of  the  poifon 
was  diminifhed  by  propagation,  till  it  became 
at  laft  little  if  at  all  mortal ;  at  leaft  experi- 
ence in  all  places  where  the  plague  has  raged 
^ems  to  prove  this. 

It  alfo  appears,  that  the  fomites  may  be 
preferved  a  long  time  in  infefted  things, 
which  are  not  expofed  to  the  air.  Dr.  Ruffel 
quotes  a  lingular  inftance  of  this  from  Dr. 
Mackenzie  of  Conftantinople ;  it  is  too  in* 
terefting  not  to  be  repeated  :  '*  Count  Cafiil^ 
lane  had:,  for  three  years  runnings  perfons  at- 
tacked in  the  fame  manner^  in  the  months  of 
July  and  Augujl^  notwithjianding  (^11  pojjthle 

"  precaution 
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*^  precaution  ufed  in  cleaning  the  room^  and  even 
^*  white-wajliing  it.     At  laji^  by  my  own  advice 
to  his  excellency y  he  built  a  flight  counter-wall^ 
fince  which  there  has  been  no  accident  in  that 
roonij  now  Jive  years  ago.^'^     It  has  never 
been  determined  how  long  the  miafina  or  ef- 
fluvia oF  the  plague,  when  fhut  up  in  mer- 
chandize or  effefts,  may  remain  aftivc ;  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  that  it  may  many  months; 
there  are,  indeed,  proofs  of  it  in  every  laza« 
retto  in  the  Mediterranean,  (as  well  as  the 
contagion  brought    ib    far  as  Holland  and 
England    in    former    times)    where    often 
accidents  happen  to  thofe  who  open  cotton 
bales  and  other  packages;  and  this  fomes, 
probably,  was  only  the  perfpiration  or  efflu- 
via   from    infe6led   perlbns,    who   laboured 
at   the  packing,  or  perhaps  had  lain  down 
on  fiich  merchandize,  or  fomes  attached  to ' 
their  clothes,  though  they  themfelves   were 
'not  infedled;  but  if  by  Ibme  accident  cotton 
embued  with  the  pus  of  peftiferous  buboes  or 
carbuncles  Ihould  be  (which  is  not  impo^ible) 
:ked  into  the  cotton  fent  to  Europe,  how 
fuch  dried  pus  would  retain  its  infeftious 
ility  is  not  known,  but  it  is  to  be  feared 
*hat  it  might  be  very  long,  though  it  is  to  be 
,  hoped  that,  like  the  matter  of  the  fmall  ppx,  it 
^'may  lofe  its  contagious  quality  of  itfelf  in  a 


certain  time  without  airing. 


It 


I 


^74  CHAfTEE     VII*     , 

k  is,  however,  evident  that  expoliire  to  the 
air  will  cfeftroy  this  infeftious  quality ;  that 
great  cold  (as  has  been  &en  in  the  inftances 
Quoted  from  Mertens)  will  deftroy  it  very 
fisddenly ;  and  it  M^ould  feetn  alio,  that  the 
rays  of  the  fun  and  a  drying  wind  will  alio, 
though  not  ib  rapidly,  arreft  its  poiibn,  and. 
deftroy  it :  on  this  is  grounded  quarantine, 
the  utility  of  which  no  rational  man  can  now 
doubt,  though  formerly  fiich  doubts  have  ex* 
ified.     But  all  quarantines  are  of  no  effect 
Xyhcre  the  merchandize  are  not  opened  and 
aitfdi  and  as  that  is  not  the  cafe  in  England 
nor  in  Holland,  thofe  lazarettoes  are  of  no 
kind  of  ufe  ;  they  retard  trade  without  fecur- 
iug  the  country  from  infeftion.  The  quaran- 
tines in  the  Mediterranean  only  are  efficient* 
.  In  a  Icparate  chai3ter,  treating  on  the  Le- 
vant trade,  I  fhall  have  occafion  to  ipeak  more 
at  large  on  quarantine,  and  the  neceflity  of 
making  other   regulations  in   this  country, 
than  thofe  which-  at  prefent  exifL     Dr.  Ruf- 
fcl,  indeed,  has  coUeifted  every  thing  that  has* 
been  f^y  by  others,  and  has  treated  thisTm; 
ter  fb  ably  axid  ^  io  fully  himfelf,  that  it 
fcem  iiiperfluous  to  !(ay  more  on  that  ha 
but  it  appears  to  me,  that  he  has  not  xepre* 
fenfcd  tbe  danger  fb  ftrongly  as  he  iaw  it ; 
thejc  now  exifts  a  neocffity  of  ipeaking  out   ' 
more  plainly.       - 

Wes^. 
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we  may  add  another  caufe  pf  depopula* 
tion,  the  tyranny  of  the  pafhas,  who,  in  fbme 
parts  of  Alia  J  fo  much  impoverifli  the  people, 
that  they  prevent  marriages  being  fo  frequent 
as  they  are  where  there  is  lefi  danger  of  be- 
in^  unable  to  maintain  a  family;  and  this 
gives  rife  to  an  abominable  vice,  which  brings 
fterility  with  it^  and  when  men  are  fo  de* 
graded  as  to  become  habituated  to  it,  they 
lofe  the  natural  inftinft  in  man  for  the  faif 
fex. 

Polygamy  itfelf  is  an  inftittitioh  experience 
proves  to  be  fo  little  favourable  to  popular 
tion,  that  the  Chfiftian  farnilies  are  generally 
obferved  to  be  much  more  prolific  than  the 
Mahomedans, 

Depopulation  is  firfl  perceived  in  the  coun* 
try.  Cities  are  filled  tip  with  new  recruits 
of  inhabitants  from  tjie  country ;  but  when 
the  cities  become  defer t,  and  that  not  inerely 
by  the  decay  of  a  particular  branch  of  com-* 
merce  or  manufafture,  or  any  other  fimilaf 
caufe,^  but  for  want  of  people  to  emigrate 
from  the  country,  we  may  eafily  believe  that 
depopulation  has  reached  nearly  its  laft  ftage* 
This  is  the  cafe  even  in  thole  parts  of  the 
Turkilh  empire  where  manufactures  exift; 
where  there  is  bread  forthofo  who  will  feek 
employment ;  even  in  thcfo  places  the  coun- 
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try  is  alfo  defert,  villages  uninhabited,  stnd 
fields^  and  gardens,  and  orchards  lying  wafte. 

Let  us  take  a  view  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
fotnt  of  the  moft  confiderable  cities  of  Afia. 

Akppo  (Haleb)  is  the  beft  built  city  in  the 
Tiirkifh  dominions,  and  the  people  are  re- 
puted the  moft  polite.  The  late  Dr,  Ruffel 
(ia  his  Natural  Hiftory  of  Aleppo)  calculated 
the  number  of  inhabitants,  in  his  time,  at 
about  230,000  ;  at  preient  there  are  not  above 
40  or  50,000,  This  depopulation  has  chiefly 
take,  place  fince  1770.  As  this  city  is  built 
'of  a  kind  of  marble,  and  the  houfes  are  vault- 
ed, they  are  not  fubjeft  to  decay  and  fall  in 
ruins,  though  they  remain  uninhabited;  they 
ftand  a  monument  of  the  deftruftion  of  the 
human  race  :  whole  ftreets  are  uninhabited 
and  bazars  abandoned.  Fifty  or  lixty  years 
ago.  were  counted  forty  large  villages  in  the 
neighbourhood,  all  built  of  ftone ;  their  ruins 
remain,  but  not  a  fingle  peafant  dwells  in 
them.  The  plague  vilits  Aleppo  every  ten 
or  twelve  years.  About  four  years  ago  there 
was  at  Aleppo  one  of  the  moft  dreadful  fa^ 
mines  ever  known  any  where. 

The  whole  coaft  of  Syria,  which  a  few 
years  ago  was  tolerably  populous,  is  now  al- 
inoft  a  defert.  Tripoli,  Sidon,  Laodecia,  are 
infignificant  places,  and  the  country  arotmd 

them 
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them  almoft  abandoned,  Maundrell,  about 
a  century  ago,  complained  of  the  rapid  depo- 
pulation of  Syria ;  but  from  his  account  it  was 
then  in  a  flouri(hing  condition  compared  with 
its  prelent  ftate. 

Moful  has  loft  half  its  inhabitants,  and  is  in 
a  ruinous  ftate.       . 

Dijarbekir  was  the  moft  populous  city  in 
the  Turkifh  empire  but  a  few  years  ago  ;  it 
might  ftill  have  been  counted  among  the  firft 
cities  in  the  world  for  magnitude,  and,  not- 
withftanding  the  exaggerated  accounts  of 
Cairo  and  Cohftantinople,  it  containd  more, 
people  in  its  walls  than  either  of  theie  ciities. 
In  1756,  there  were  400,000  inhabitants,  at 
prcfent  there  are  only  50,000.  In  1757, 
fwarms  of  locufts  devoured  all '  the  vegetation 
of  the  furrounding  country,  and  occafioned  a 
famine ;  an  epidemic  ficknefs  followed,  which 
carried  off  300,000  fouls  in  the  city  of  Diar- 
bekir,.befides  thole  who  perifhed  in  the  adja* 
cent  villages.  The  plague  vilits  this  country 
eyery  thirty  or  forty  yc^rs. 

Ki  Merdin  there  are  about  1,000  fouls. 
The  ficknefs  of  1757  was  fatal  to  this  city 
and  itis*  environs :  the  greateft  part  of  the  town 
is  uninhaljited  \  it  is  fubjed  to  ciidcmical  fick*» 
heflesrf 

Bagdat  contain^  from  125  to  130,600 
inhabitants ;   at  present   there  arc  fcarcely 

^  -      -  .  >    ■ -T  3         "  '  .  aojpoofc 
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20,000.  The  plagu€  ,of  1773  carried  off 
two-thirds  of  the  people.  Here  likewife  arc 
feen  whole  ib-eets  aud  bazars  defolate. 

Bajffbra  (or  Balfora,  i.  e,  Bi-al-fora,  called 
by  the  Arabs  often  Al-fura)  contained, 
):weuty  ye?irs agO^ nearly  100,000  inhabitants; 
the  laft  accounts  from  thefice  mention  only 
7  or  8,ooo,    ... 

Between  Ang$ru  and  Conilautinople  there 
is  a  cpnfb^t  qosmnunicatipn  by  caravans : 
there  are  old  pepple  ^t  Cqnftantmople  who 
fe  member  forty  oi-  fifty  villages  in  the  road^ 
icrf  which  no  veftiges  now  reina^m.  Jii  thefe 
parts  the  jj^uildings .  ^e  fTtot  durable,  being 
phieflytkn|)fjr  ^frames  filled  with  brick  oT 
^eartlj,  ^nd  pjaftered  ever.  An  Ejxglifti 
ipa^rchant  of  iny  acquaintance,  whofe  trade 
jBis  well  aa  hig»  father's  was  JUetween  thefe 
two  cities  ^nd  Smyrna^^jhas  a  lift  in  his  books 
pf  fdl:  ,tl)f;  ,towns  or  viljages^  in  -  tho  road, 
pf  w;hi€ii  /ab^^ut  fifty,  af:f  ,uat  fcaown^  even  b/ 
l>anK^  t9^1t}je.  pr^f^^t  gojidudDrs  of  gwr^vans. 
JSfo  longer  aeo  thaa-  J76S»  it.waa  ^flerted, 
that  upwards  p^  two  hu'ti^rred  villa^t  iii  this 
part  of  ^h|er9^iit0/ha4.1?e^^  foj][ak«vi»  on 
^ccpjint  <^,  ^,|c^^5a^q§;f xcic^tfed  Qvcjf  jth? 

iahi|l)i^aa^...-j ,.j V:..-  .■  •.  iiz\  ■  L. .;,... ;,:,-  . 
Though  we  fhpul(I  admit  that  the  peoplig 

io  Twkeyfn^^tjplj.^niojsfe,.^  it  is.  pq^ble 

^  %h^4,%pi«&.tj^,^  ^which  is  W- 

igver  vfiiy  %  frpni  ^eipg.tne  caie)  yet  imr  it 
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is  impoffible  that  the  fruitfulncfe  of  the  \yo-t 
men  can  keep  pace  with  the  mortality  of  the 
plague,'  and  the  other  ficknefles  which  afflift 
this  empire,  particularly  in  Alia.  If  ilill 
there  be  a  confiderable  number  of  people 
difperfed  over  this  vaft  tra6l  of  country,  what 
muft  not  the  population  have  been  ,a  few 
centuries'  ago  ?  CoUefilively  indeed  the  nvtvar- 
ber  is  fomewhat  confiderable,  but  each  dif- 
trift,  confidered  feparatcly,  is^a  delert  conv- 
pared  with  the  moft  thinly  inhabited  region 
in  Europe. 

If  we  proceed  to  a  regular  calculation, 
and  take  for  a  datum  the  greateft  number  of 
inhabitants  thefe  countries  could  maintain 
four  centuries  ago,  and  allow  the  gi'eateft 
number  of  births  experience  of  the  moft 
prolific  nations  will  juftify  ;  and,  on  the 
other  hand,  deduft  at  every  period  they  are 
vifitcd  by  the  plague  and  other  fickiieffes  the 
number*  of  deaths  which  then  take  place, 
the  refolt  will  be  a  much  fmaller  number  cff 
inhabitants  than  there  now  really  exifts ;  if  we 
rcafbn  dpojierforif  we  Ihall  find  that  four  cen- 
turies* ago  there  were  a  much  greater  nuipv 
ber  than  it  is  poflible  there  could  have  been 
in  fsQu  * 

It  is  therefore  reafbnablc  to  conclude,  that 
depopulation  could  not  formerly  have  made 
fo  rapid  a  progreis  as  at  prelent ;  and  that  in 

T  4      '  a  century 
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a  century  more,  things  remaining  in  their  pre* 
fent  fituation,  the  population  of  the  Turkiffi 
empire  will  be  nearly  extinft. 

,  Smyrna  is  the  only  city  in  Turkey  .where 
depopulation  does  not  appear;  but  how  of» 
.  ten  are  not  its  inhabitants  renewed  ?  It  is 
the  only  place  of  coniiderable  trade  in  Tur- 
key, and  from  the  xtiort  of  foreign  ftiips,  as 
it  is  the  centre  of  the  export  and  import  trade, 
it  muft  long  continue  to  fiourifli. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Curds  in 
the  mountains,  and  other  independent  dr  re* 
bellious  tribes,  who  do  riot  mix  with  the 
Turks,  are  exempt  from  the  mortality  occa« 
lioned  by  all  the  calamities  which  affli6l  the 
countries  more  immediately  under  the  iron 
iceptre  of  the  porte. 

I  fhould  have  mentioned  a  part  of  Bulga- 
ria, and  a  great  part  of  European  Turkey, 
-except  the  countries  towards  the  Adriatic 
and  Hungary,  as  almoft  dcftitute  of  inhabi- 
tants*  This  ftate  of  the  country  is  particu- 
larly ftriking  on  the  road  from  Belgrade 
through  Sophia,  Phillippopolis,  and  Adria- 
nople,  to  Conftantinople.  *  .The  north  or 
nt)rth-eaftern  part  of  Bulgaria  is  populous. 

In  talking  a  feparate  view  of  European 
Turkey,  of  Greece,  and  of  Egypt,  we  fhall 
find  fimilar  traces  of  that  devaflation,  occa* 
fiojied  by  the  complicated  evils  under  which 

this 
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this  empire  has.lb  long  groaned ;  at  preferit 
1  ihall  pay  a  particular  confideration  to  the 
ftate  of  the  capital  itfelf. 

-  Corijlantinople  is  the  more  deferving  of  our 
enquiry,  becaiafe,  erroneous  as  calculations  of 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  great  cities 
uflially  are,  none  have  been  more  exagge- 
rated than  the  population  of  this  city. 

The  caufes  of  this  error  were  probably  va- 
rious, as,  firft,  the  fituation  of  the  city  on 
the  afcent  of  a  hill,  which,  (hewing  every 
houfe  in  it,  and  hiding  the  voids  between 
them,  makes  it  appear  to  the  greliteft  advan- 
tage poffible. 

-  Secondly,  the  crowd  of  people  appears  to 
be  prodigious  in  the  ftreets  leading  to  the 
cuftom-houfe,  to  the  harbour,  (to  crofs  which 
the  boats  are  all  ftationed  at  a  very  few 
landing-places  ox  fc alps)  to  the  great  bazars 
or  markets,  to  the  porte,  to  the  baths,  and  to 
the  principal  mofques  ;  but  it  fhould  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  thefe  are  all  fituated  in  the  fame 
part  of  the  city,  and  that  evay  one  who  goes 
out,  either  for  bufinefs  or  pleafure,  pafles 
through  thefe  ftreet^,  and  travellers  very 
rarely  go  farther  into  the  city,  where  they 
would  find  ftreets  nearly  deferted,  and  grals 
growing  in  many  of  them,  notwithftanding 
their  narrownefs. 

Thirdly,  ftrangers  (and  I  include  moft  fo*. 

reiga 
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feign  mHiiftcrs,  who  are  grofsly  iiUpoied  eSi 
by  tb«  ignorance  of  their  drogomans  or  in- 
terpreters) are  mifled  by  the  accounts  they 
receive  of  the  number  of  janizaries,  of  bof- 
tangeesy  of  boatmen,  of  arti&ns,  of  fhop* 
keepers,  &c.  without  knowing  that  one  and 
the  fame  peribn  is  commonly  in  two  or  three 
of  thefe  capacities ;  for  inftance,  almoft  every 
boatiiuui  is  a  boftangee  or  a  janizary,  and 
the  greateft  part  of  the  iliopkeepers  and  arti- 
fans  are  jai>i2Saries»  >  We  mvA  rely  on  re^ 
calculation. 

Firft  calculation. — In  Conft&ntifiople  and 
its  environs  there  are  daily  confumed  from 
Bii^  to  ekven  thoiifarid  kilos  of  corn.  Ex- 
fierieace  hits  proved,  that  one  perfbn  con-» 
j^Htl^  nine  kilos  a  year,  one  with  another^ 
One  kilo  of  wheat  is  twenty -^  two  okes^ 
which  renders  eighteen  okcs  of  flour^  of 
-which  they  make  twenty^feven  okes  of  bread, 
as  tbcdr  breasi  is  very  moift,  mlde  into  flat 
cakes  feemiugly  half  baked.  An  oke  is  about 
two  pctrnds  and  three  quarters  Englifli  avoir-* 
dupois  weight.  ^In  France,  one  pound  of 
wheat  produces  exaftly  one  poUnd  of  breads 
i:kh  WM  the  rule  obfervcd  by  their  govern-i 
B&eiH  tv^ith  l-eipeft  to  the  price  of  bfead.)  Ac- 
cording to  this  (Calculation,  the  medium  num<» 
ber  of  inhabitants  would  be  426,000  fouls  j 
a(i4  this  iJnifl^  Sir  James  Porter^y  formerly 
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Englilh  ambaffador  at  the  porte,  as  it  has 
done  many  others,  who  rely  oa  the  informa- 
tion received  ftom  interpreters. 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  portc,  or  rather  of 
the  vizirs,  to  keep  th6  price  of  bread  low 
at  the  capital ;  and  it  is  generally  cheaper 
there  than  at  a  day  or  two's  jgiirney  diftant^ 
The  miri  folely  diftributes  the  corn,  not  to 
.  the  city  only,  as  people  have  concluded,  but 
to  aU  its  fuburbs,  as  Peraf  Gaiata^  the-  neigh-t 
jbouring  villages,  to  the  city  of  Scutari  (Rf^ 
fudar^J  and  all  along  the  channel  of  Con-^ 
ftantinople,  which  is  bordered  with  largq 
villages  to  KuchuA  -  Chikmagiy  commonly 
called  Ponte-piccoh^  and  thence  in  a  line  to 
Borgos  and  to  JDotnufdere^  on  the  coaft  of 
the  Black  Sea,  to  the  Princes  IJlandsy  to  nirio 
large  villages  in  Aiia  behind  Scutari,  and 
thence  in  a  line  north,  to  all  the  country  as 
far  a^  thq  Black  Sea. 

Some  years,  ficom  14  to  i6,ooq  kilos  of 
corn  Imve  been  confumed.  A  coiT^derabid 
quantity  muil  be  allowed  for  the  coniiunp-<i 
tion  of  vei&l^  of  all  denominations  diat  fi^e^ 
queht  the  pwt,  and  when  Corn  is  dearer  it 
thtj  country  thai!  the  price  at  Conftamtindplc 
fixdd  by  the  miriy  it  may  realQuably  be  f\ip^ 
poie4  that  fomoe  {tttle  coatr^l^i^d.is'  carried 
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'  From  all  this  it  muft  appear,  that  not 
above  one  half  of  the  corn  is  confumed  in 
Conftantinople,  and  that  the  number  of 
inhabitants  does  not  exceed  213,000  ;  and 
if  we  take  for  our  rule  thoie  years  in  which 
i  6,Goo  kilos  were  confumed  (and  which  by 
the  bye  have  always  been  thofe  when  corn 
was  dear  hi  the  country)  ftill  the  number 
will  be  but  292,000;  the  medium  between 
the  higheft  and  the  loweft  year,  when  there 
was  no  remaikable  plague,  is  230,600,  which 
I  believe  to  be  nearly  the  real  number  of 
inhabitants. 

Second  calculation. — The  kaffab  bajhi  (or 
chief  of  the  butchers  (through  whole  office 
all  cattle  for  flaughter  muft  pafs,  diftributes 
to  Conftantinopie,  Scutari,  &c.  from  2,500 
to  3,000  (heep  a  week,  or  130,000  to  156,000 
a  year.  It  muft  be  obferved^  that  the  Turks 
cat  very  little  beef;  fome  fifli  indeed,  and 
fowls,  but  the  quantity  is  trifling  to  the  mfut- 
ton.  At  Paris  they  confumed  10,400  iheep 
a  week,  befides  beef,  and  630  hogs,  falt-fifb, 
&c.  and  one  million  pounds  of  bread  daily. 
The  annual  confumption  of  Paris  was  about 
12,800  muids  of  corn  (36,864,000  pounds); 
77,000  oxen;  120,000  calves;  32,000  bar- 
irels  of  herrings,  5^40,000  iheep,  and  ;3a,409 
hogs,  befides  Other  articles. 

l:-  Suppof^ 
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Suppofe  the  French  to  eat  only  the  fame 
quantity  of  bread  as  the  Turks,  (and  I  believe 
there  is  riot  much  difference,)  the  calbula- 
tion,  applied  to  Paris,  would  make  the  num- 
beir  of  inhabitants  to  be  about  one  million. 

There  are,  however,  a  few  fheep  killed  by 
contraband,  that  have  not  paifed  through  the 
hands  of  the  kaffab  ba/liiy  and  the  butchers  de- 
pendent on  him,  ,but  their  number  is  very 
fmall,  as  the  pradice  is  attended  with  dange- 
rous confequences,  and  the  profit  arifing  from 
it  incOnfiderable. 

This  calculation  of  meat  produces  fewer 
inhabitants  than  that  of  corn,  and  we  muft 
take  rice  into  the  account  to  make  it  anvwife 
adequate  ;  but  it  at  leaft  proves  the  former 
not  to  have  been  too  low. 

Third  calculation.— From  about  1770  to 
1777,  there  was  no  plague  at  Conftantinople. 
The  dead,  which  were  carried  out  of  the  gates 
of  the  city,  where  a  regular  regifter  is  kept 
(except  when,  in  time  of  the  plague,  they  fur- 
pafs  one  thoufand  a  day,  after  which  thej  are 
not  counted)  amounted  only  to  5,900  one 
year  with  another.  This  number,  multiplied 
by  36,  the  largell:  number  which  poflibly  can 
be  taken,  though  Conftantinople  is  very 
healthy,  and  the  Turks,  temperate,  gives  only 
180,000  inhalbitants.     Itmuft  be  obfcrved, 

that 
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that  fbme  confiderabic  .people  are  burkd  ia 
the  city,  in  their  gardens  or  private  burial 
grounds,  and  Ibme  are  carried  to  the  ceme- 
teries of  Pera  and  Scutari,  an  account  of  all 
of  which  IS  not  taken,  as  leveral  on  that  fide 
of  the  city  do  not  pafs  the  gates :  if  we  allow 
I, coo  a  year  for  thjefc,  which  is  certainly 
much  beyond  the  truth,  by  this  calculation 
riiere  would  appear  to  be  216,000  inhabi- 
tants. As  to  the  fuburbs  of  Pera  and  Galata, 
if  they  are  to  be  included  as  making  a  part 
of  Confiantinople,  they  are  liot  very  confider- 
able,  confifting  only  of  a  feW  long  ftrcet?.  The 
number  of  fouls  they  contain  I  have  forgotten, 
and  my  memorandum  is  miflaid :  I  counted 
the  houfes. 

Fourth  calculation. — ^The  ground  on  which 
Conftantinople  ftands  is  not  fo  extenfive  as 
Paris.  Count  Choiffeul  Gouffier,  the  French 
ambaflador,  had  an  exad  plan  .made  of  it  hy 
a  Mr.  Kauffer,  a  very  good  geometrician, 
which  proves  this  faft ;  and  whoever  walks 
acrofs .  the  city  in  different  dire6lions  may 
convince  himfelf  of  its  accuracy.  The 
ftreets  in  Paris  are  very  narrow,  the  houfes 
four  and  fix  ftories  high,  and  inhabited  from 
top  to  bottom ;  the  ftreets  in  Conftantinople 
are  alfo  narrow.  The  churches,  hotels,  &c. 
of  Paris,  do  not  take  up  near  fo  rnuch  ground 
as  the  mofques,  baths,  palaces,  gardens,  (of 
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which  whole  ftreets  on  the  upper  anij  back 
parts  have  one  to  each  houfe),  the  fcraglio, 
houfes  of  the  great,  (hops,  and  bazars,  where 
people  do  not  live,  &c.  The  houfes  in  Gon*** 
ftaatinople  are  fpacious,  except  the  very 
crowded  quarter  by  the  water  fide ;  they  arc 
compofed  of  a  ground-floor  (rez  de  chauffie) 
which  comprifes  the  kitchen,  a  ftable,  waih- 
houfe,  ftore- rooms,  &g.  a  room  to  receive 
flrangers,  and  a  yard  in  the  centre,  except  in 
the  above  mentioned  crowded  quarter ;  oyer 
this  there  is  but  one  flory,  where  the  family 
lives.  This  is  the  general  conflrudioii  of  all 
the  houfes ;  .they  differ  only  in  fize  and  the 
number  of  apartments.  It  is  a  very  unufual 
thing  for  two  families  to  live  in  one  houfe  j 
it  would  be  an  indecency,  and  amount  almoft 
to  a  crime,  except  it  be  two  brothers,  or  4 
father  and  a  fbn,  among  the  poorer  people* 
Hence  it  follows  demonflratively,  that  there 
cannot  be  above  one-fourth  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  Conftantinople,  which  thertf 
are  in  Paris,  and  whatever  objedion  may  be 
made  to  my  other  calculations,  this  cannot  be 
confute(J. 

We  may  therefore  conclude,  that  the  popu- 
lation of  Conflantinople  is  lefs  than  300,000 
fouls  at  prefent,  and  that  it  never  could  have 
been  much  more  within  the  walls,  with  their 
,  mode  of  building  houfes. 

In 
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In  the  year  1777,  there  were  5,700  pri- 
vate and  public  boats  of  all  fizes  in  the  port 
of  Conftantinople,  and  in  all  the  villages  to 
the  Black  Sea.  This  numbei*  is  great^  but  the 
fituatiori  of  the  city  muft  be  confidered,  and 
that  every  one  muft  go  in  a  boat  who  goes 
into  the  country,  at  leaft  to  the  part  (rt^ 
quented,  which  is  acrols  the  water,  or  to  the 
villages,  all  built  by  the  water  fide,  and  al- 
moft  inaccefliWe  by  land;  that  there  are 
fcarcely  any  kind  of  carriages  ;  that  the  in- 
habitants of  Conftantinople  talge  great  plea- 
lure  in  going  on  the  water,  and  great  num- 
bers have  boats  of  their  own,  almoft  all  who 
can  afford  it ;  and  that  they  make  no  ufe  of 
carriages.  In  Paris,  there  were  12,500 
coaches  or  carriages,  and  infinitely  fewer 
people  go  in  carriages  in  Paris,  than  they  do 
in  boats  in  Conftaintinople. 

The  Turks  tell  you  indeed,  and  perhaps 
believe  it,  that  there  are  72,000  mofques  in 
Conftantinople.  The  Chriftians  out  of  vanity, 
to  make  their  fe6t  appear  confiderable,  mag- 
nify their  own  numbers,  but  no  credit  is  to  be 
given  to  them  ;  thefe  affertions  cannot  be  op- 
pofed  to  calculations  founded  on'fa6ls. 

Cairo  is  another  city,  the  magnitude  of 
which  has  been  much  exaggerated.  Volney 
fays,  the  number  of  inhabitants  are  250,000 
fouls..     I,  had  an  accouat  of  the  population  of 
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Cairo  from  a  very  fenfible  Armenian,  who 
had  livfed  twelve  years  there,  which  agreed 
nearly  with  Vohiiy's  ;  he  made  the  number 
to  be  230^000.  Volney  further  lays  (ori 
what  foundation,  he  does  not  mention)  that 
all  Egypt  contains  2,300,000  fouls — how- 
ever,, the  population  is  there  better  known 
'  thaij  in  other  parts  of  Turkey. 

The  people  of  the  country  tell  us  of 
360,000  dying  in  a  year  of  the  plague,  in 
Caifo,  but  no  reliance  is  to  be  placed  on  their 
calculations. 

Various  are  the  opinions  of  writers  and 
travellers  with  refpeft  to  the  number  of  in- 
habitants in  the  Turkifli  empire,  and  dif- 
ficult, certainly  it  is,  to  make  a  cafculation 
with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  in  a .  country 
where  there  are  no  regifters  kept  of  births 
and .  burials,  (except  at  Conftantinople,)  or 
other  events  which  concern  the  general  Ma- 
homedan  population  of  the  cities,  and  where,* 
in  the  country,  not  only  the  fize,  biit  the 
number  of  villages  is  unknown  ;  there  are, 
befides,  wandering  tribes  and  independent 
diftridls,  fuch  as  the  mountains  inhabited  by 
the  Curds,  as  wholly  unknown  in  Turkey  as 
in  Europe.  . 

,  With  refpeft  to  Chriftians  and  Jews  the 
cafe  is  different ;  they  keep  regular  regifters 
oi  their  births  and  burials  ;  but  as  they  re- 
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m^in  in  the  feveral  places  they  are  maile,  and 
po  acqovint  of  them  is  tranfmitted  to  the  g«w 
vernment,  it  is  impoffible  for  any  individual 
f o  coUeQ  them  ;  nor  indeed  can  one  always 
rely  on  the  affirmation  of  the  biijfiops  or 
other  perfons,  who  have  the  regifters^  with- 
out a^faial  infpedion  of  the  books;  for  fgme-« 
times  out  of  vanity  they  augment  the  ftate- 
ment  of  their  population,  and  fometimes  out 
of  .policy,  with  regard  to  the  Turks,  they 
diminifh  the  account  of  their  numbers,  as 
they  are  often  taxed  or  fined  in  a  hotfy^  to  pay 
certain  fiims  to  a  pafha,  (fuch  unjuil:  demands 
are  called  avamasj  and  the  finaUer  theu^ 
numbers  appear,  they  hope  the  lefs  will  be 
the  fura  impofed  on  them ;  it  therefore  re- 
quires addrefe  even  to  get  at  thefe  regifters^ 
which,  after  [all,  have  not  the  accuracy  of 
£milar  documents  in  Chriftian  countries. 
.   The.  only  datum  which  we  can  in  any- 
^  y/xic  form  a  calculation  upon,  is  the  karatch^ 
or  capitation  tax,  on  all  male  Chriftians  and 
Jews  above  the  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen. 
By  knowing  the  fum  this  tax  is  farmed  at 
(which  is  lefs  than  the  fiim  the  collectors  re-r 
ceive,  and  therefore  not  very  accurate)  and, 
raiore  or  lefs,  the  fum  each  male  pays,  we  have 
ibme  kind  of  data  to  realbn  from.    This  cal- 
culation gives  nine  million  of  fouls ;  but  it  is 


•*Otie  remcMfbtered,  (that  there  is  a; part  of  the 
empire  im  which  tfce  iflhabkaiYtB  are  iiide- 
pendent)  and  CG^niequently  pay- no  xysijpkzt^icaky 
as  wilbbe  feen  -in  tfie  next  chapter*     The 
'Creeks  cafculate  their  numbers  to  be  fcven 
•millions  jn  all  parts  of  the  empire,  and  there 
are  not  many  in  the  diftant  provinces ;  Mt 
'-they  certaiiily  ekiggerate.  '  .    '  -" 

^Iht  <Mily/  TAethod  of  calculating '  the  Mi* 
homedan  inhabitants  would  be,  the  propor- 
tion they  bear  to  the  Chriftians  in  the  dif- 
ferent cities  and  provinces,  and  of  which 
there  are  fbme  vague  accounts.  In  many 
places  there  are  ten  Chriftians  to  one  Ma- 
homedan,  and  in  others  ten  Mahomedans  to 
one  Chriftian ;  in  fbme,  their  numbers  ar^ 
nearly  equal.  Were  I  to 'make  a  guefs  (for 
a  calculation  I  could  not  call  it)  my  opinion 
with  relpeft  to  the  whole  population  of  the 
Mahomedans  in  the  empire  would  as  widely 
differ  from  the  generally  received  notions,  as 
it  does  with  relpeft  to  the  particular  popula- . 
tion  of  Conftantinople. 

Jf  their  numbers  have  greatly  decrealed,  we 
need  feek  no  other  caufe  to  account  for  it 
than  the  plague,  though  there  are  many 
others  co-operating  with  great  deftru6tion. 

If  we ,  take  for  granted,  that  there  were 
fifty  oiillions  of  people  on  the  continent  two 
•centuries  ago;    that  the  births  are  to  the 
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burials  as  twelve  to  ten,  or. that  one  in  thirty- 
fix  die  every  year,  in  the  common  courfe  of 
mortality,  or  that  the  number  of  births  to  the 
living,  are  as  one  to  26,  27,  or  28,  or  any 
calculation  more  favourable  to  the  increafe 
of  population,  we  (hall  ftill  find  that  the  mor- 
tality occafioned  by  the  plague,  taken  on  an 
average  (as  its  ravages  are  ftated/in  thefe 
pages)  would  reduce  thefe,  fifty  millions  to 
little  more  than  ten  at  this  day. 
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On  the  State  of  the  T'urkijfi  Provinces^ 


T  is  not  enough  to  confine  our  view  to 
the  metropolis,  m  order  to  form  an  accu- 
rate judgment  of  a  great  empire;  there,  in- 
deed, is  the  centre  of  government  and  of  opu^ 
lencc,  there  are  placed   the   iprings  which 
guide  the  whole,  and  thither  are   brought » 
the  products  of  the  general  exertion;   but  it 
is  not  from  the  apparent  tranquillity  and  great- 
nefs  of  the  capital  that  we  can  form  a  juft 
icjea  of  the .  ftate  of  the  provinces.     Lulled 
into  a  fatal  fecurity  within  the  receffes  of  his 
palace,  the  tyrant  frequently  knows  not  the 
fcei^s  of  ruin  and  devaftation  which,  under  . 
fandion  of  his  name,  are  a6led  at  a  diftance 
by 'his  creatures;    he  perceives  not  the  in- 
creafing  uneaiinels  and  difafFe^tion  of  his  op- 
preffed  fubje6ls,  until  the  tempeft  of  rebel- 
lion, rolling  rapidly  forward,  breaks  over  his 
afton idled  head. 

.  The  relaxation  of  the  bands  of  power  has 
gone  too  far  in  the  Turkifli  empire  not  to 
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be,  in  fonje  degree,  perceived  by  the  porte; 
it  cannot  but  "feel  the  weaknefs  of  its  au- 
thority over  mofl:  of  the  diftant  pajhaliksx 
but  as  ignorance  is  ,^lways  confident,  they, 
perhaps,  6ver-rate  their  fetiiaClAirig  power,' 
and  truft  to  the  fhadow  of  a  name  whofe 
terror  ha^s  ,lpng  fiiice  pafied  away. 

Still,  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  there 
are  circumftances  which  counteraft  the  ten- 
dency of  their  political  fyftem  ta  fill  in  ruins "f 
there  are  prejudifces^  habiis,  ancj' locai  pecu-^ 
li-arities,  which  ferve  to  hold  together  the  bar*' 
barons  inhabitants  of  tfacrfe  extfeniwe  regions* 
In  order  to  judge  of  their  importance,,  it  will 
be  neceflary  to  confider,  in  4etail,  the  fitua* 
tron  of  the  diii^rent  provmcesy  moral  and 
phyfical ;  to  trace  "  mores^  hominum  multorum 
^^et  urbcsj^  not  merely  the  ftrength  and  ex* 
tent  of  the  countries,  but  the  fpirit,  manners,^ 
and  difpofitions  of  the  people. 

Of  the  dependent  provinces  of  the  Turkifh  ' 
empire,  the  firft  rank  in  the  eye  of  an'  en- 
lightened European  will  be  held  by  the  de- 
,  icendants  of  that  people  from  whom  ema- 
nated the  fcience  and  the  refinement  of  our 
hcmii^ere;    oi  the  Grecians^  therefore,  I; 
ihall  treat  at  large  in  another  part  of  this 
work;  and  I  propofe  to  confidcr  them  fepa- 
rately,  becaufe  the  diftinftions,  religious  ahd 
pglitical,  es;ifting  between  them  and  tbeirMa^  ^ 
^  homedao 
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Irdmcdan  conquerors^  tdgether  with  i\i6  rela- 
tions they  beaf  tx)  the  Chriftiani  ftaf eS^  in  g^- 
n^ral,  will  furhifh  anrple  mafter  for  ^  fepar^tfc 
dllbuffida;  I  (hall  here  only  remark,-  t'hat  the 
ciajptain  paflia,  or  grand  admiral,  i»  paflia  cff 
the  Archipelago,  fend  the  fleet,  01^  a  divifion, 
^oes  annually  to  tolle^l  the  tf-ibuter    it  h 
thi^n  that  the  poor   Greeks  moft  fed  the 
weight  of  the  iron  fceptre  that  governs  them', 
jtttd  all  the  infalts  and  opprcffiotti 'bf  the  vilfe 
latraps  of  the  tyrant.     When  a  (hip  •  of  tht 
fleet  arrives  in  apbrtij-all  the  people  who  6an, 
ily  ,ta  the  mountains  or  into' the  country^ 
others  (hut  themfelv^s  up  In  their  houfes, 
without  daring  to  Hit  out.     Every  oiieoft 
the  roads  are  plundered  by  thi  (bldier^  and 
failorsof  the  (hips,  and  if  they  are- not  eut> 
or  wou tided  with  a  piftol  ball,  or  killeci  out* 
right,  they  e(teenl\  themfeHe^  hapj^y ;  even 
in  the  ftreets  it  is  'the  fame.     Thus  the  poot 
Greeks  pay  aiiothd-  tontribution  ta  the  fldet, 
which  is  heavier  to  thofe  on  x^ffiom  it  un«^ 
happily  falls  than  that  to  the  (ultan. 

If  a  woman  or  a  girl,  or  even  a  boy,  is  met 
by  them  ifi  any  place  not  immediately  uiidef 
the  eye  of  their  o(ficei's,  or  where  they  might 
be  expofed  to  refiftance,  they  ire  infallibly 
vi^ims  to  their  brutality.  In  weak  townS 
arid  villages  this  foAietimes  happeiis  in  th6 
ftreets.    The  officers  cannot  always,  and  oA 
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ten  will  not  reftrain  them,  except  wbi^re. the 
crime  is  too  public,  and  complaint  might  he 
made  to  the  porte.  The  captains  and  of- 
ficere  raifc  contributions  for  themfelves  oil 
the  principal  inhabitants  under  various  pre- 
tences. The  Greeks  are  .generally  prevented 
from  complaining,  out  of  fear  that  the  next 
Ihip  which  comes  will  take  revenge.  When 
the  (hips  of  war  are  met  at  fea,  they  are  little 
better  than  pirates  to  the  Greeks  and  Ra- 
gufans.    • 

With  regard  to  the  other  countries  w^hich 
are,  or  have  recently  been'fiibjeded  to  the 
Turkifh  yoke,  I  fhall  here  give  th^n>  a  brief 
confideration,  from  which,  it  will  appear  that 
their  iituation,  relatively  to  fubordination  and 
internal  management^  is  fuch  as  might  reafon- 
ably  be  expeded  from  the  wretphed  iyilem  of 
policy  which  we  have  previoufly  invefti- 
gated. 

Cafting  our  view  oyer  the  paflialiks  or  go- 
vernipei^ts  naoft  immediately  connefted  with 
the  feat  of  empire,  we  (hall  .find,  them  di(^ 
trailed,  dtforganiied,  and  fcarcely  yielding 
more  than  a  nominal  obedience  to  the  fultan: 
{vtch  are  the  pa(haliks  of  Afia  Minor  anil  Sy- 
ria. With  regard  to  the  more  diftant  pro- 
vinces, they  may  be  coniidered  as  connected 
,with  the  porte  rather  by  treaty  than  as  in- 
tegral parts  of  the  empire*     In  this  light  I 

view 
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view  Moldavia  and  Walachia  oa  the  north, 
arid  Egypt  on  the  fouth.  Thefe  unfortunate 
x^Quntries  (uafortunate  in  their  political  re- 
^iktion,  however  bleft  by  the  bounty  of  na- 
ture) fufFef,  though  in  different  degrees,  from 
jhe  hirpy  touch  of  Turkilh  defpotifm.  I  (hall 
jconlider  them  (ingly,  and  add.  to  thefe  obler-- 
yations  a  review  of  the  ftate  of  the  Crimea, 
with  fome  remaks  on  thofe  Tatar  hordes, 
who{q  ferocity  has  either  been  ibothed  or  iub- 
dued  by  a  fubjeiSlion  to  Ruflia. 

A  flight  Iketch  of  the  ftate  of  rebellion  or 
indepeiidence  of  the  chief  partial iks  will  eafily 
deraonftrate  the  weaknef^  and  inefficacy  of  the 
prefent  political  fyftem  of  Turkey. 

Th&  great  paflialik  of  fiagdad  has  been  in 
Reality  independent,  except  at  very  (hort  in- 
tervals, ever  iince  Achmet  Paftxa,  who  de-* 
fended  it  againft  Nadir  Shah  (the  famous, 
y fufper  of  PerA^.)  The  (iiltan  only  confirmSi 
the  partia  whom  the  people j  and  principally? 
the.foldiery  of  Bagdad,  have  appointed  to  gor: 
verier. them  \yith  clefpotic  power;  the  firnjan,- 
however,,  fent  on  thefe  occafions,  alwjiys. 
mentions  the  paiha  as  being  nominated  by 
the  fublime  porte  to  this  high  and  trufty  office, 
in  Qontideration  of  his  virtues,  and  fome  fig- 
nal  fervice  he.  has  rendered  to  the  empire; 
wd  this  farce  is  kept  up  by  a  new  firman, 
fcnt  every  year  to  continue  him  in  office,  as 
-   .  ,     '  if 


if  the  poite  really  had  the  power  to  temwt 
him.  The  porte-  draws  no  revenue:  from  thift 
extenfive  province.  The  paiha,  who  ha^  air- 
ways a  large  army  in  his  pay^  and  entirely 
devoted  to  him,  fends  regularly  an  accouilt 
6f  the  revenue  of  his  government,  which  he 
always  proves  is  totally  abfc^bed  by  the  ex^ 
pences  of  the  arrtiy,  which  he  ftates  as  ne^ 
<;eflkry  to  be  kept  on  a  formidabk  footings  t^ 
ferve  the  empire  againft  arty  attacks  of  the 
Perfians  or  Arabs,  and  by  the  reparation  of 
fortrefles,  which  formerfy  exifted,  and  of 
which  no  veftige  ttow  remains,  &c.  Wheri-^ 
ever  there  h  a  war  with  ^h  European  power; 
and  the  pafha  of  Bagdad  is  called  on  to  fur^ 
jiifh  hjs  quota  of  troops,  he  pretends  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  keeping  them  alt  at  home,  to  defend 
the  province  agslinft  the  attacks  of  the  Arabs^ 
^tid  finds  means  to  provoke  feme  Arab  na-^ 
fion  to  war;  or,  in  connivance  with  the  princd 
of  the  Morttefiks  (fin  Ardb  nation  on  the 
baiiks  of  the .  Euphrates)  carries  on  a  ihani 
watv    In  flidrt,  the   ililtan   is  the  nomina! 

'  fevereign  of  Bagdad,  but   the  paiha  has  the 
real  fbvereign    independent  power   in   ha 

^hands.  . 

'  In  Armenia  Major,  and  all  the  neighbour'- 
ing  countries,  there  are  whole  nations  of 
tribes  of  indepenilcftt  people,  who  do  not 

even 
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even;. acknowledge  the  porte^.  or  any  of  itrf 
paflaas. 

The  three  Arabiae  da  not  acknowledge  the 
fbvereignty  of  the  fuhan,  who  dnly  poflefTes^ 
m  thiefe  countrka,  a  few  unimportant  towhs. 

The  paiha  of  Ahiika  cares .  very  little  for 
the  ptJTte;  and,  the  fan^aoiis  Haggu-Ali-Ye-. 
];iikli- Pallia,  of  Trabifonde,  was  the  maftei;  of 
all  that  country  ;  be  could  bring  a  large  arihji 
ijQto  the  field,  arid  often  fet  the  porte  at  de*- 
fiance,  '  .... 

In  the  country  ab6ut  Smyrna,  there  are^ 
great  ^aSy  who  are  independent  lords,  and 
ibaintain-  armies,  and  often  lay  that  gity  un* 
<ier  contribution.  The  pdrte.  never  gaiiis  but 
a.  temporary  influence,  by  fometinies  intern^ed- 
dlingin  their (]fuarr els.        »  •      . 

^  i<^  the;  inhabitants  of  the  moi{indtaini,i  fronl 

* 

Sttiynia  tO'Pal^ine,  a^e  perfeiStty.  ijoidelion:-^^ 
dent,  and  are  cbnfidered  by  the  pdrUe  arene-t 
imies,  whoAi  they  attadc  whenever  there  is 
sen  dpportunity.     Theyard  compofed  of  dif- 
fcr^At-nations,  who  lia\^  their  own  fovereigns  ? 
or  lorxls,  and  are  even  of  different  religions.: 
Thdfeneiar  Smyrna  are  Mahomcdans;  far-. 
thcr  down  come  the  Cordes,  a  very  ferocious 
afnd  faithless  people.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  Aleppo  there  are  various  fefts  of  religion. 

The  mpuntains  of  Antilibanus  are  inhabited 

...^       by 
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by  DFufes  and  Chriftians,  and  have,  at  times; 
been  formidable  to  the  porte  ;  they  have  n»>re 
than  once  taken  Damafcus,  and  plundered 
it. 

The  nation  of  Drules  would  here  dcferve 
particular  mention  ;  but  as  there  are  accounts 
of  them  already  publifhed^  which  appeared  to 
inty  when  I  was  in  that  country,  veryexaft, 
1  (hall  forbear  faying  more  about  them;  I 
cannot,  ^however,  avoid  taking,  notice  of  a 
great  miftake  the  Ruffians  made  in  the  laft 
war  but  one,  in  attacking  thofe  people  in 
cqnjunftion  with  Shech  Omar  al  Daher,  of 
Acri,  between  whom  there  never  exifted 
much  hajmony.  Had  they  reconciled  their 
difference,  which  they  might  have  done,  they 
would  have  had  For  allies  all  the  countries 
from  Egypt  to  the  Curdes,  who,  probably, 
would  have  joined  the  league,  and  the  army 
they  could  have  brought  into  the  field  would 
have  been  more  numerous  than  that  of  the 
lultan  ;  they  would  have  been  paafters  of  Da- 
mafcus,  Aleppo,  and  all  that  part  of  the.  em- 
pire. '  !     . 

The  very  confiderablc  country,  which  was 
for  fo  many  years  under  the  jurifdi6iion  of 
the  fliech  of  Acri,  never  paid  any  revenue  to 
the  porte,  and  was  by  it  even  confideredas 
an  inde}>endqnt  ftate.  Shech  Daliar  was  be- 
iicged  in  Tiis  capital,  aftei;  the  concluifion  of 
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the  waT,  by  the  famous  great  admiral,  Haflaa 
Palha ;  he  himfelf  was  killed,  and  the  country 
reduced  to  obedience.  The  portc  appointed 
a  paiha  to  govern  it,  and  he  has  now  become 
as  independent,  and  more  formidable,  evea 
than  was  Dahar  himfelf. 

Between  the  country  of  the  Drufes  and 
that  of  Acri  there  is  a  nation  ihhabiting  the 
mountains  on  the  back  of  Tyre,  (which  alfo 
belongs  to  them,  though  there  are  no  houfe$ 
now  ftanding  on  that  once  famous  (pot,)  called 
Metualii  they  are  of  the  (t^i  of  Ali,  and  are 
luch  inveterate  enemies  to  the  Turks,  that 
they  murder  every  one  who  comes  into  their 
country,  or  that  they  can  furprize. 

On  the  coaft  of  Syria,  the  fultan  only 
virtually  poffefles  the  pprts  of  Latachia  (Lao- 
dicea)  a  fmall  (hallow  harbour  and  a  ruined 
town ;  Alexandretta  (or  Scaiideron)  the  port 
of  Aleppo,  a  miferable  village,  the  air  of 
which  is  fo  bad,  that  it,  perhaps,  has  not  its 
equal  in  the  world  for  inialubrity  ;  Tripoli 
and  Sidon,  Jaffa,  and  a  few  very  in(ighific3nt 
places.  The  caravans,  which  go  from  Scan- 
deron  to  Aleppo,  are  obliged  to  go  by  the 
way  of  Antioch,  as  all  the  country,  through 
which  the  direift  road  leads,  belongs  to  the 
Curds,  who  will  not  fuffer  the  Turks  to 
pafe  it. 

^1  Egypt  is  ittdependentt  The  pa(ha  fent 

to 


gdl  C  MASTER    VIM» 

« 

to  Caifo  is  in  effeft  a  prifoner  Airing 
government,  which  is  only  nominal ;  the 
porte  draws  little  or  no-  revenue  from  it,  and 
no  trooj>s,  except  a  few  fanatics  in  time  of 
^ar  with  the  Chriftians.  The  Turks  have 
at  different  times  got  pofleflion  of  Cairoj  but 
never  could  maintain  themfelves  in  the  $:o- 
V;ernment,  The  laft  inftance  of  their  fob- 
jefting  the  capital  was  by  the  late  Haflim, 
captain  pa(ha,  but  it  ^  was  fbon  loft  again  ;  yet 
Conftantinople  depends  very  much  on  Egypt 
for  provifions,  and  ^feove  allfor  rice.  The 
Ruffians,  when  they  had  a  fleet  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, very  much  diftrefled  the  porte,  by 
cutting  off  the  comnliunication  with  Egypt, 
and  might  have  done  it  much  more,  had  they 
not  permitted  many  neutral  veflels  to  ftipply 
them. 

In  Europe,  the  Morea^  Albania,  Epirus; 
and  Scutari,  are  more  or  Icfi  in  a  ftate  of 
rebellion ;  Bofhia,  Croatia,  '&c.  obey  die 
porte  only  as  long  as  it  fuits  them,  and  th^ 
iiiltan  reaps  little  benefit  from  them.  Thefc 
ktter  countries  afford  the  moft  robuft  and 
warlike  fbldiers  in  the  empire?  they  are 
accuftomed  to  arms  from  their  infency,  as 
they  are  continually  fighting  among  them- 
felves,  diftrift  againft  diftrift,  and  often  evett 
village  againft  village,  befides  individual 
quarrels  of  femilies*     Thefe  troops  would  be 


of  great  ufe  to  the  fultan  in  bis  wbrs,  but  they 
will  not  go  far  froim  their  houfes,  and  (erve 
only  when  it  is  to  defend  their  own  country : 
the  emperor  of  Germany  has  had  to  contend 
with  them,  while  only  the  enervated  and  daf. 
tiardly  foldiery  of  Afia  has  been  oppofed  to 
Ruflia. 

Lately  wc  have  feen  almofi  all  European 
Turkey  inarms  againft  the  porte,  Adrianoplc 
in  imminent  danger,  and  even  Conftantino- 
ple  itfelf  trembling  for  its  fafety. 

r  have  feid  that  Egypt  is  independent :  a 
few  words  on  the  peculiar  relation  of  that 
country  to  Turkey  will  not  be  improper; 
perhaps*  The  divifion  of  the  Spiritual  digni- 
ties of  thie  Mahomedans  took  place.  A,  D, 
^7o,in  an  early  period  of  their  religion,  and 
the  Fatimite  kalifs  eftabliflied  themfelves  in 
Egypt,  claiming  to  themfelves  the  title  of 
Cflmman^r  of  the  faithful^  heretofore  borne  by 
the  kalifs  of  Bagd^. 

Both  tbefe  kalifs  fiicceflively  yielded  to 
the  force  or  policy  6f  the  Turkifh  princes- 
The  laft  of  the  Egyptian  kalifs  called  in  the 
Turks  to  his  affiftance  againft  the  Chriftian. 
cnifaders,  which  fervice  being  accompliihed^ 
the  new  allies  turned  againft  the  kallf  himfelf^ 
imd fir  angled  him^  A.  D.  1 1 7 1 ,  when  a  new 
dynafty  commenced  in  the  perfbn  of  Salah- 
Vtd-din. 

,    '  The 
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The  Egyptian  princes  lopg  maintained  an 
independent  power  by  the  affiftance  of  their 
Mamaluk  troops,  until,  in  1 51 8,  they  were 
reduced  to  fubjeftion  by  Selim  the  Ion  of 
Bayazetf  and  have  ever  fiiice .  remained  at- 
tached, nominally  at  leaft,  to  the.porte  ;  bat 
as  their  bej^s  were  not  deps'ived  of  theic 
powder,  and  to  this  day  each  is  governor,' or 
rather  fovereign  of  a  diftrict^  the£b.iu  facl  ex^' 
crcife  a  tvrannv  of  the  worft  kind  over  ai 
country,  which  would  be  one  of  the  irloftpro-; 
dudive  in  the  univerle,  were  property  pro- 
teded,  while  they  render  little  either  of  tri-i 
bute  or  fubmiffioa  to  the  porte^ 

This  corps  of  Mamaluks  is  kept  up,  to  thi^ 
day,  by  Jlaves  bought  froqa  the  ian^  coua-« 
tries,  viz.  Georgia,  Circaflia,  Abafla,  and  Minw 
grelia,  and  moftly  purchaled  at  Conftantino-. 
pie,  for'  their  children,  born  in  the  country^ 
are  not  admitted  into  the  corps  ;  indeed  it  is^ 
affirmed,  and  it  is  very  remarkable,  that  they; 
have  but  few  children,  and  their  families 
never  extend  beyond  two  generations.  This* 
is  accounted  for  by  their  being  greatly  addidt*^/ 
cd  to  an  unnatural  vice* 

The  a<5lual  power  refides  in  the  Mamialuks^. 
and  the  bey  who  has  moft  of  them  in  hiy 
fuite  is  confequently  the  mpft  |X)werful,  As 
to  the  palha  fent  by  the  porte,  he  has  at^ 

differedt 
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^Herent  times  had  more  or  lefs  influence,  but 
is  in  general  a  mere  cypher,  obliged  to  fubmit 
to  the  will  of  the  beys,  who  difmifs  him  when 
they  pleafe.  They  have  fbmetim'es  entirely 
thrown  off  all  appearance  of  fubmiffion  to  the 
porte/;  and  at  prefent,  as  well  as  generally, 
their  obedience  is  only  nominal,  and  the  paflia 
is  in  reality  a  prifoner  in  the  caftle  of  Cairo^ 
i^hfch  is  the  place  fixed  for  his  reiidenCe. 

The  tribute  which  Egypt  ought  to  (end  the 
pOrte  is  frequently  withheld,  or,  if  tranfmit-' 
ted,  it  is  diminiflied  by  dedu6lions  for  the 
reparation  of  canals,  fortreffes,  &c.  at  the  will 
of  the  beys.  Yet  a  long  proceffiori  of  mules 
and  camels  fets  out  annually  from  Egypt, 
with  the  pretended  revenue  for  the  fultan, 
which,  inftead  of  filver,.  confifts  moftly  of 
l>ags  of  rice,  and,  not  unfrequently,  ftones. 

Thb  janizaries  and  Arab  foldiers  in  the 
fervice  of  the  porte  are  but  little  able  to  en- 
force its  authority,  as  they  are  few  in  num- 
ber, .  and  moftly  .compofed  of  artizans  and 
perlbi>s  unaccuftomed  to  arms.  The  Mama- 
luks,  on  the  contrary,  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
iTioft  excellent  cavalry. 

In  the.  beautiful  country  and  climate   of 

Egypt,  it  is  diftrefling  to  confider  how  little 
the  advantages  of  nature  are  cultivated,  and 
kow  i?iuch  its  evils  are  augmented  by  the 


ignorance 
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ignorance  and  unaccountably  grofs  fuper|UM 
tion  of  its  inhabitants. 

From  a  furvey  of  Egypt  I  turn  to  tb© 
northern  part  of  the  empire,  to  cpntempls^e 
the  i>rovinces  of  Walachia  and  Moldavia 
which,  like  the  lail  mentioned  country,  are 
rather  attached  to  the  empire  by  treaty  thaa 
by  abfblute  flibjeSion,  and  who  retain  at  lefift 
independence  as  to  matters  of  internal  regulsi- 
tion ;  their  inhabitants  are,  however,  more 
oppreffed  than  perhaps  any  people  in  the  em- 
pire ;  nor  could  they  poffibly  bear  fuch  ex- 
a6lions,  were,  it  not  for  the  wonderful  fertility 

of  their  foil. 

«  _ 

Their  waywodes  (or  princes  as  they  are 
generally  ftill  called)  aiie  Greeks,  who  pur- 
chafe  their  offices  for  large  fums  of  money, 
the  porte  generally  receiving  about  8o,ooa 
pounds  fterling  for  every  nomination,  and 
who  are  obliged  to  maintain  themfelves  ia 
their  pofts,  by  continually  feeing  thofe  who 
qan  ferve  or  hurt  them  at  Conflantinople ;  for 
befides  the  complaints  which  frequently  are 
made  againft  them,  pther  Greeks  are  con- 
ftantly  caballing  at  the  porte  to  get  them 
removed,  and  to  obtain  their  places.  The 
waywodes  muft,  befides  raifin'g  large  fiuns  to 
defray  all  thefe  expences,  and  live  in  affiu^ 
encc  with  a  large  train  of  dependents,  wlip 
follow  them  from  Conftantinople,  hoard  up 

fufficient 


Jufficicftt  to  fecure  a  fafe  and  fplendid  retreat 
to  themfelves  when  recalled  from  their  way-- 
^tvodfhips  to  their  fornier  homes^  where^ 
though  the  fear  of  piinifhinept  is  ever  hang- 
ing over  them,  and  deftroying  their  repofe^ 
they  maintain  within  their  own  houfes  a  weak 
^nd  oftentatious  magnificence.  It  is  eafy  to 
conceive  how  much  the  miferable  fubje<^s  of 
their  defpotifm,  while  in  office,  muft  fuffef 
from  the  inipolitions  neceflary  to  anfwcr  fuch 
palls  of  rapacity* 

The  boyars  are  qbliged  to  furnifh  money 
to  the  waywode,  and  they  in  return  oppre6 
the  people  by  all  kinds  of  exaftion^,  exclu* 
fively  of  the  public  taxes,  which  go  immedi* 
Q.tely  into  the  Waywode's  purfe,  and  which 
^re  multiplied  ad  infinitum,  and  exafted 
with  the  utmoft  feverity  :  thefe  taxes,  which 
jire  not  in^  proportion  to  the  property  of 
the  people,  aggravate  them  beyond  defcrip* 
tion;  they  murmur^  but'  muft  fubmit  and 
payv  N 

Anwng  the  hardftiips  of  the  Moldavians 
Xaay  be  reckoned  their  being  obliged  to  fur- 
pifh  a  fupply  of  corn  to  Conftantinople,  at  a 
certain  price  fixed  when  they  firft  came 
under  the  Turkifliyoke:  this  was  originally 
fftablifhed  as  a  favour  to  thole  countries, 
but  has  now  become  an  intolerable  burthen,^ 

X  a  as 
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as  the  price  now  bears  no  proportion  to  the 
prefent  value. 

Afibther  great  caufe  of  complaint  is  the 
paflage  through  their  country,  or  refidence 
in  it,  of  a  Turkifh  army  in  time  of  war. 
The  excefles  which  thefe  undifciplined  hordes 
'  commit  are  beyond  defcription,  plundering 
and  laying  wafte  the  country,  and  ofteii 
deftroying  whole  villages,  and  maflacring 
their  defencelefs  inhabitants;  hence  it  is 
not  unufual  for  the  inhabitants  to  flee  witH 
their  mod  valuable  effects  to  the  woods  and 
mbuntains  for  concealment,  as  fbon  as  they 
hear  of  the  approach  of  an  army:  I  was 
mvfelf  a  witnefs  of  the  terror  of  the  Molda- 
vians  for  a  fimilar  event.  Being  a  prifoner, 
in  1778,  at  Galaz  (when  hoftilities  had  taken 
place  in  fbme  parts,  between  Ruffia  and  the 
Turks,  which  had  nearly  ended  in  a  war) 
I  was  awakened  one  night  by  the  cries  of 
women,  and  the  noife  of  the  preparations 
made  by  the  whole  town  to  flee,  on  a  ru- 
mour (which  proved  groundlefs)  of  the  ap- 
proach  of  a  Turkifli  army.  I  then  learnf 
that  every  family  was  provided  with  a  wag- 
gon, and  one  or  more  horfes,  to  elcape  iii 
cafe  of  danger. 

The  Turkifli  foldiery,    if  they,  ftay  but  a£ 
(hort  tinie  in  a  place,  caufe  fb  much  havock, ' 
that   the  unfortunate  Moldavians  and  Wa* 

lachiaiis. 
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lachianSi'  returning  to  their  homes  after  thefo 
mongers  have  withdrawn,  are  for  a  con- 
fiderable  time  unable  to  rebuild  their  houfes, 
and  procure  feed  and  other  requifites  for 
the  cultivation  of  their  corn  fields  and  vine- 
jards,  which  the  Turks  have  rooted  up. 

The  following  circumftances  will  prove 
how  much  reafon  the  Moldavians,  in  par- 
ticular have  to  prefer  the  dominion  of  Ruffia 
to  that  of  Turkey. 

At  the  peace  of  Kainargi  it  was  ftipulated, 
that  the  waywode  fhould  not  be  removed 
-without  the  confent  of  the  court  of  Ruffia, 
in  order  to  deliver  the  people  from  the  op- 
^preflion  neceilarily  attendant  on  a  frequent 
change  of  their  rulers.  The  porte,  how- 
ever, in  1777,  fent  to  the  waywode  Gica 
a  particular  friend  of  his,  who,   pretending 

^illnefs,  requefted  Gica  to  pay  him  a  vifit, 
under  pretence  of  communicating  to  hiqi 
affairs  of  lecrefy ;  the  attendants  of  the  way- 
wode were  fent  out  pf  the  room,  when  a 

jband  of  ruffians  rufhed  into  the  apartment 
frona  a  private  door,  and  murdered  this  un- 
happy credulous  man.  A  fliccefTor  was  im- 
inediately  appointed,  without  confulting  the 

.  court  of  Ruffia,  or  its  minifler  at  Conflan- 
tinople. .  This  is  the  nation  whofe  fcrupulous 
obferyance  of  treaties  is  fo  much  vaunted  by 

. ibjnc  writers. 

X3    ■  While- 
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While  Moldavia  was  iri  th?  haiids  oF  thi 
l^uffians,  during  the  laft  war,  Prince  Potcm-i 
kin  treated  the  inhabitants  with  the  utmedl 
indulgence,  tind  exempted  them  ftoin  all 
kind  of  taxes, .lb  that  they  returned  Witlk 
great  r^ltiftan'ce  under  the  Turki(h  yoke.  It 
is  little  confolation  to  them  to  be  governed 
by  princes  or  governors  of  their  oWn  reU*- 
gion,  for  their  lituationi  if  not  their  inclinav 
tiori,  makes  them  as  rapacious  as  Turks-  Thh 
t:ontemptuous  and  humiliating  treaftment  all 
ranks  meet  with  from  the  Turks  h  imp^v 
tiently  borne  by  a  face  of  people  naturMty 
haughty,  and  afpif ing  for  liberty  and  indc> 
pendence,  and  particularly  the.Boyars,  whb 
'are  treated  by  the  Ruffians  as  equals  and  as 
gentlemen,  and,  if  they  emigrate,  are  zd-^ 
mitted  into  the  civil  or  military  fcrvice^ 

If  there  were  any  deficiency  of  proof. to 
eftablifh  the  miferable  debility  of  the  Turk- 
ifli  -government,  with  regard  to  its  tirftant 
provinces,  and  the  horrible  devaftation  to 
which  thofe  provinces  are  fiibje^l,  we  ^oukl 
find  it  in  the  eulogift  of  Turkey,  Mr*  PeyC. 
fonel.  He  was  French  conliil  in  the  Crimea, 
in  1758,  when  a  rebellion  broke  out,  occa-« 
iioned  by  the  extortions  of  the  officers  of  tfee 
porte,  relative  to  the  icketirahj  or  tranfport-» 
ingof  com.  The  rebellious  Tat?irs,  to  the 
japipber  of  eighty  thoufand,    pillaged  an4 

overrun. 
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<>Yerrun,  in  feveri  days,  the  province  of  Mol- 

flavjia,  carried  ofFforty  thoufand  flayes,  Ipread 

terror  and  defolation  oh  all  fides,   and  the 

porte  had  no  other  means  of  fettling  this 

difturbdhce  thin  by  depofing  the  reigning 

khan,  Alitn  Guerrai,  and  placing  in  his  room 

^rim  Guerrai,  the  rebel  chief.     At  this  time<| 

(ky^  Mr.  Peyffonel,  we  faw  the  pilains  of 

Kichela,'covered,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach. 

with  liiale  and  female  flaves  of  all  aores,  cat- 

tie,  camels,  horfes,   (heep,  and  all  kinds  of 

plunder,  heaped  together.   The  whole  of  this 

booty  >Vas  taken  from  a  Chriftiah  province 

Jlibjeft  to  the  porte.   Krim  Guerrai,  in  return 

for  his  exaltation,  endeavoured  to  caufe  the . 

feffefts  to  be  reftored  to  their  proprietors,  and 

the  prifbners  to  be  fet  at  liberty ;  but,  not^  1 

withftanding  the  vigorous   and  determined 

meaflires  of  this  prince,  he  could  only  wrefl: 

froni  the  rapacious  banditti  under  his  com^ 

mand  a  fmall  part  of  their  plunder.     Of  the 

flaves,  many  were  fecreted  or  fold,  and  many 

dead  from  brutal  treatment,  fo  that  only  half 

the  number  of  the  prifoners  returned  to  their . 

country.    This  is  the  account  of  Peyflbnel, 

the  friend  of  Krim  Guerrai;  but  it  is  well 

known,  that  he  himfclf  had  a  part  of  the 

plunder,  and  that  only  fuch  were  fent  back^ 

whofe  age  rendered  them  unfit  fpr  their  pur^' 

pofes.     I  was  informed,  in  Moldavia,  from 

X  4  the 
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the  rcgifters,  that  there  were  above  thirty 

thoufaad  fouls,  the  flower  of  their  youth, 

who  never  returned.     Surely  this  pi^re  of 

defolating   barbarity  fufficieiitly  marks  the 

charaSer  of  the  Tatar  hordes;  and  if  wc 

^dd,  that  they  were  conftantly  making  in- 

curfions  into  Ruffia,  Poland,  Circaffia,  &c» 

to   carry  off  the  inhabitants,  plunder  and 

burn  the  villages,  it  fufficiently  juftifies  the 

cpurt  of  Ruffia  in  taking  poffeffion  of  this 

4iefl:  of  thieves  and  murderers,  and  reducing 

them  to  fomething  like  fecial  order  and  fiib* 

ordination.     Inftead  of  being  blamed,  as  the 

emprefs  has  been,  by  thofe  Chriftians,  who 

always  fvmpathife  with  Turks,  and  by  thoic 

politicians  who  think  the  duration  of  their 

ufurped  empire  a  defirable  objedt,  fhe  ought 

to  receive  the  thanks  of  all  men,  of  whatever 

nation,  and  particularly  of  Chriftians,  who  are 

not  degraded  by  prejudices,  or  corrupted  by 

the   pra6lice    of  iimilar  enormities.      The 

wholq  reign  of  the  Tatars  has  been  an  iniiilt 

to  majikind,  and  a  difgrace  to  human  nature, 

not  inferior  to  that  of  the  Ottoman  fiiltans. 

Was   it  to  be  expe^ed  that  a  power  like 

Ruffia  ihould  fufFer  itfelf  to  be  thus  infulted 

by  a  horde  of  f^^vages,  when  (he  could  redrels 

the  grievance  ?  and  had  (he  not  a  ri^At  as 

ibvereign^  as  a  Chriftian,  and  as  a  friend  to 

hvJn^nity,  to  prote(^  her  feeble  neighbours, 

who 
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^ho  had  no  other  fupport  to  look  to,  and 
-yvhofe  plunder  and  depopulation  ftrengthened 
lier  enemy  as  well  as  theirs  ?  She  had  a  fa- 
cred  right,  and  the  mouth  is  unholy  which 
dares  to  arraign  it. 

The  connexion  of  the  Tatar  hordes  with 
the,  Turks,  both  in  origin  and  religion,  in- 
duces me  to  review  the  ftate  of  their  moft 
celebrated  feat,  the  Crimea  (or  Krim)  though 
it  has  now  paffed '  under  the  dominion  of 
Ruffia,  and  has  been  abandoned  by  a  great 
part  of  its  former  inhabitants*  To  this  I  am 
the  more  prompted  by  the  erroneous  ideas 
which  have  been  propagated  in  Europe  rela* 
tive  to  that  meafure,  to  the  country  in  gencr 
ral,  and  to  the  nature  of  their  ancient  gor 
vcrnment,  hitherto  fo  little  known.  What 
much  furprifes  me  is,  that  M.  de  Peyflbnel, 
who  had  fo  good  an  opportunity  of  gaining 
the  moft  accurate  information  on  this  fubje(5t, 
has  totally  negle6ted  it,  and  Ipeaks  of  the 
Tatar  government  conformably  to  the  com- 
monly received  notions  of  it.  It  often  hap- 
pens that  the  moft  attentive  travellers  go  inta 
a  country  with  falfe  notions  of  things,  and  if 
nothing  occurs  to  undeceive  them,  they  re-r 
main  in  their  error.  To  explain  all  this,  it 
may  be  neceflary  to  prefent  a  Ikctch  of  the 
Titar  modes  of  warfare,  and  their  Jfmall  der 
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gree  6{  civiliidtron,  aitd  to  riotice  the  ira- 
^rcrved  ftate  oi^rtianners  and  comm)erce  whicK 
iS'arJfihg  tiridei*  the  foftering  care  of  Ruffia. 

Th'e  n^meof  Tata:f,  not  Tartar,  is  cotti- 
xnon  to  a  vaft  number  oFthfcifc  roving  and 
tihcultivated  tribes,  who  inhabit  the  wide 
extent  of  cbuntry  frotn  tht  northern  frOntSei" 
6f  China  td  the  borders  of  Hungary,  arid 
.from  among  whom  haVe  alrilen,  in  darker 
i^eS,  l!he  c6ntjtiferors  and  the  founders  of 
many  mi^toy  dmpires.  Thfe  tribes  on  th6 
iiorth  of  the  Eui?:in'e  had,  Kke  many  othei* 
fcOTuritfies  bbl-tfering  on  the  Turkilh  empire, 
been  fubjeded  to  a  kind  of  dependence ; 
fhey  yielded  little  in  time  of  peace,  and  iti 
war  iupplied  only  a  predatory  banditti,  little 
.  iefs  terrible  to  their  friendly  neighbours  than 
to  the  hoftile  power. 

In  very  early  ages  the  empire  of  the  Cri- 
mea (the  ancient  Cherfonefus  Taurica)  arofe 
out  of  the  ruins  of  the  ftill  more  ancient  and 
e^j^tenfive  dbminion  of  the  khans  of  Kapt- 
chak.  It  took '  its  name  from  the  town  ojf 
lR.rim,  of  which  fome  veftiges  now  remain  5 
It  is  at  prefent  called  Etki-Krim  ('Old-Kritn} 
and  was  a  plsrce  of  great  trade  in  the  yeat 
1237,  when  the  Mongui  Tatars  eftablifhed 
their  dominion  in  this  peninfuTa.  Thefe 
princes  were  wholly  independent,  until  thp 
Oenoefe,  heaving  eftabliihed  themfelves  there 
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in  the  15th  century  for-  the  iake  of  codi^ 
Jnercej  obtained  foch  an  afc^nddncy  is  td 
Sepofe  or  eleft  the  n^ive  khans  at  pleaitirei 
Over  the  principal  gate  of  Kaffa  there  ftiU 
iexifts  a  Genoefe  infcriptio^n,  m  bad  Latin^ 
and  the  arms  of  the  republic.     The  Turki 
ilaving  expeikd  the  Genoefe,  began  in  like 
feianner  by  refpe^ling  the  iridepefldence  of 
the  khans,  efpecially  as  they  had  embracefl 
ihe  Mahoniedah  religion  ;  but  they  foon  a^ 
fomed  the  right  of  confirming  their  eleftioif^ 
?ind  finally,  of  flominating  them  to  officcw 
Under  the  hal^ds  of  Turkey,  the  Black  Sear, 
"which  had  formerly  been  the  fcene  of  a  very 
ftflive  commerce,  was  fhut  up  by  the  narro^ 
policy  of  the  divan,  and  the  ports  of  the  Krim 
♦gradually  loft   that   iplcndor   and   magniii- 
ceuce  now  atteftcd  only  by  their  ruins.     No 
friend  of  humanity  can  do  otherwife  than  re- 
joice that  iuch  matters  have,  by  the  events 
of  war,  been  difpoffcficd  of  this  important 
'country,  and   that  it  has  fallen  under  the 
control  of  a,  power,  whofe  ,more  liberal  an^ 
enlightened  views  tend  to  revive  a  decayed 
commerjce,  to  polifh  barbarian  ferocity,  and 
.  to  render  a  portion  of  the  globe,  which  had 
been  almoft  a  defert,  again  fertile  and  pro- 
4u6live. 

Immediately  as  the  empreis  got;  poffeflidix 
4)f  the  Krim,  ibcpppje^aed  the  recal  of  trade 
-    ''    8  and 
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aad  manufkdur^s  to  a  jfpot  fo  well  ^Eteted 
for  them ;  £be  immediately^  and  at  a  great 
rxpcttce^  fornsed  iiew  efkbli/hments  for  that 
pisrpoie^  feet  a  number  of  troops  to  proteft 
)i€T  ne^  doroinioaSy  and  allowed  the  reigning 
Idian  to  r^irc  on  a  liberal  peniion. 

The  following  accopn^  of  the  former  go- 
vernment of  that  conntry,  which  I  had,  in 
,1781,  from  Seid-EffendL  vizir  16  Shaheen 
-Guerrai,  the  reining  khan,  arid  which  I 
found  by  other  information  to- be  perfefity 
accurate,  1  preient  as  the  more  deferving  no^ 
tice,  as  no  juft  account  of  that  government 
iias  hitherto  appeared*  To  compare  it  with 
the  ancient  feudal  governments^  and  to  offer 
a  number  of  conjedlures,  which  would  arife 
from  an  invefligation  of  that  iubjed^.  wcmld 
be  foreign  to  my  prefent  purpoie,  and  a  talk 
1  am  not  qualified  to  undertake,  but  it  may 
furnifh  matter  for  the  fpecuktions  of  others. 

The  khan  was  always  the  eldeft  male  .of 
the  Guerras  family,  deicended  from  Gfingu 
KhcsUy  except  there  was  fbme  natural  inca- 
pacity which  excluded  him  from  the  fiiccef- 
fion,  or  that  the  country,  which  ibmetixncs 
Jiappened,  interfered,  and  :ele61:cd.  aaother, 
but  always  one  of  the  Guerrai  family,,  aiid 
the  eldeft  and  neareft  to  the  right  line,  of 
defcent.  Afterwards  this* family  became  very 
numorou&,  and  it^was^di^icultto  determtDfb 
'*.-'-  ^     who 
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wH6  had  the  he{k  claim^  (b  that  tlie  khaii^ 
\X^ere  latterly  wholly  cleclive.  Thofe  moft 
concerned  in  the  election  were  the  beys  and 
tiie  niiurias ;  but  the  general  opinion  of  the 
nation  was  alfo  cbnfidered,  as  the  nominatioa 
of  an  unwarlikc  or  unpopular  khan  would 
occafion  an  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the 
people. 

After  the  Turks  became  formidable  to  the 
Krini  Tatars,  the'  porte  eftablilhed  a  right 
of  approving  the  elcftion^  aiul  afterwards  oT 
appointing  the  khan  folely*  The  beys  and 
principal  ipurfas  (or  myrfas)tbmetimes  wrote 
to  Conftahtinople  to  iblicit  the  fbvereigntj 
for  the  prince  whom  they  preferred,  and  (bme- 
times  the  candidates  bribed  the  portc- 

The  khan  retained  his  fovereignly  only 
during  tTie  plcafure  of  the  Ottoman  fiiltan, 
and  annually  a  capngee-baihi  was  fent  from 
Conftantinople  with  a  firman  confiiining  him 
for  the  year  to  come.  By  the  peace  of  Kai- 
nargi,  in  1774,  the  Krim  was  declared  inde- 
pendent, and  the  Tatars  reftored  to  theii 
privilege  of  ele6ling  their  own  fovereign. 

If  the  khan  was  depofed,  it  was  by  a  fir- 
man (or  hatti-fherif)  of  the  fultan,  brought 
from  Conftantinople  by  a  capugee-balhi. 
His  depofition  was  ofteh  the  confequence  of 
<x>mplaiats  againft  him  by  the  princif&l 
people  of  the  Krim,'  or  of  diflatisfafiion  ori 

the 


Abe  part  of  the  pqrte  of  his  condq6t  in  tifae 
-of  war,  or .  tar^iipefs  i(i  iuppl}i^]ng  the  c^pit^ 
,wit h  corn ;  hut  be  wftS  never  ppt  to  death. 

ThQ  lail  unfortunate  khan^  >vho  reigned 
fWhen  I  received  this  information,  w?is  an  exr 
xeptipn.  fie  quitted  Ruflia^  and  retired  ta 
X]/enfl:^i^tj«ipple,  where  he  was  at  firft  i'eceived 
with  great  diftinftion,  then  exiled,  and  after- 
.w^rds  put  to  fie^th,        • 

The  depqfed  khans  were  fenxetimes  exilefl 
tp  a  diftant  part  of  the  empire,  or  on^ 
cf  the  Greek  iflands,  but  generally  thp 
.porte  gave  them:  a  chiftliky  or  kind  of  farm, 
ponfifting  of  a  country -houfe  and  culti- 
vated lands,  between'  Conftantinople  and 
Adrianople,  whither  they  carried  with  them 
their  domeftics,  and  fiich  a$  were  attached 
to  their  fortuues.  There  are  at  prefent 
nearly  three  hundred  princes  of  the  family 
refiding  in  thofe  parts;  who  fometimes  ren^ 
der  the  roads  unfafe,  as  they  or  their  people 
cannot  entirely  abandon  their  old  cuftom  of 
plundering.  They  are  the  next  hei^s  to  the 
Ottoman  throne,  and  the  reigning  family  ha^ 
often  been  nearly  extinft*  At  prefent  there- 
are,  befides  the  (ultan,  only  two  fons,  ftill  very 
young,'  of  hi§  l^te  uncle  Abd-ul-hami^ 
iSelim  himfelf  has  no  children :.  he  is  muck 
addided  to  a  vice  which  generally  carrief 
with  it  this  puniihmeftt. 

When 


Wben.  the  Sultan  ^pppiptei^^  Uhan,  h§ 
wrot?  to  the  four  beys,  ipf(xrn[j}ng  tlpem  tha^ 
he  had  iiamed  iuch  a  prince  for  their  Ibye^ 

The  khan, W9fi  ^s  4erpotic  as  the  Qlttori>ai| 
feJt^rj  iji  the  expcufipp  qf  the  Ip-Wj  which  i|[» 
c<HJin?<?n  c^fep  w*s  th^it  of  the  Ifpr^n;  Jtj 
extraoirdioary  cafes,  or  ivjipfe  he  did  not 
chpofe  to  appea}  tip  the  law,  there  was  pq 
reflraint  on  his  pov^er,  except  with  |-e(pe^  (of 
the  bey$  farpilies,  as  ihall  bp  hereafter  men- 
tioned, and  in  affairs  which  concerned  th<^ 
nation  at  large. 

The  khans  had  no  land  o&  th?ir  own,  ^- 
eepta  very  little  about  Baglhiferrai. 

AH  the  ions  of  the' Gqerr^i  famijy  arc 
iiilcd/ultans. 

There  was  qi  council,  or  rather  eftate  ^^tqtj 
cppipofed  of  the  four  eldeft  peripp$  of  four, 
families  who  have  the  title  of  bey  (the  fame 
{^s  the  i\rabic  beg)  or  prince.  The  names 
of  thefe  families  are  Sherin,  Barin  (or  Barori,) 
Manlur,  and  Sige\rut.  •     ^ 

The  firft  family  is  very  numerous  ;  of  the 
Cecondy  two  perfans  only  were  living  in  1 78Z; 
of  the  Manfurs  there  are  alfo  many,  bi3|t  of 
the  Sigevats  few.  The  Sherins,  who  are 
eile^med  the  moil  noble,  and  to  whom  the 
fovereignty  would  devolve,  w^fe  the  Guerrai 
fapiily  cxtinift,  frequently  marry  daughters  of 

the 
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the  G  nerrais,  and  fometimes,  though  not  often, 
out  of  the  moft  confidcrable-  Mvrfas  fa- 
milies. 

The  khan  was,  by  the  conftitution  of  the 
government,  obliged  to  confult  them  in  mat- 
ters of  peace  and  war,  and  all  matters  which 
copcerned  the  nation  in  general,  and  to  con- 
firm all  matters  of  importance  written  by  the 
khan  to  Conftantinople,  or  any  other  courts, 
by  their  fignature. 

The  khan  could  not  put  to  death  any  one 
of  the  families  of  the  beys,  without  perraif- 
fion  from  Conftantinople ;  he  could  only  im- 
prifbn  them.  Formerly  they  were  judged  by 
the  other  beys  and  the  khan,  and  if  the  other 
beys  were  implicated  in  his  crime,  by  the 
murfas,  or  body  of  landholders. 

Neither  the  beys,  nor  any  of  their  family, 
could  ferve,  the  khan  in  any  office  whatever. 
A  bey  could  not  fell,  or  otherwife  alie- 
nate the  family  lands  and  pofleflions,  which 
were  inherited,  not  by  his  children,  but  by 
his  iucceflbr  in  office  or  dignity.  The  mo- 
ney and  moveable  efFeds  the  beys  could  leave 
to  whom  they  pleafed,  and  it  was  in  this 
manner  that  they  provided  for  their  children. 
All  the  individuals  of  the  beys  families  were 
called  murfas,  except  the  perfon  invefted\ 
vyith  the  dignity  of  bey. 
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'  In  criminal  cafes,  the. beys  as  well  as  the 
murfas,  on  whofe  lands  the  crime  was  com- 
mitted; feized  the  offender,  and  lent  him  to- 
tHe  khan  or  other  officer  of  juftice.  This  is 
to  be  underftood  of  capital  ofiences ;  in  cafes ' 
of  lefs  importance  they  might  punifh  by 
beating. 

There  was  another  eftate,  compofed  of  the ' 
murlas  or  proprietors  of  lanid,  and  who  con- 
fidered   themfelves  as  a  feparate  clals  from 
the  people;  their  ideas  of  diflindlion  on  this' 
head  exadlly  correfpond  with  thofe  received" 
in  Europe,  of  gentlemen  or  nobles.     The  word 
murfa  (in  Perfia  mirfa)  fignifies  lord,  or  feig- 
ncur,  and  we  fhould  tranflatc  it  efquire^  lord 
of  the  manor ^  ot  lejfer  bar on^  while  the  beys 
are  the  great  barons  or  peers. 

The  eldeft  fbhsof  the  murfas  inherited  their 
father*s  lands,  and  not  the  eldefl  males  of  the 
family,  as  was  the  cafe  with  the  beys.  *Of  their 
money  or  other  efFe61g  they  difpofed  as  they 
'pleafed  to  their  younger  children.  They  had 
the  fame  jurifdi6lion  as  the  beys  in  cafes  of 
offences  committed  on  their  lands,  that  is^' 
beating  or  imprifbning,  and  fending  ^  the  of- 
fenders to  the  khan  or  other  tribunals. 

The  khaii  might  put  to  death  a  murfa,  but 
he  always,  wKen  the  nature  of  the  cafe  ad- 
mitted delay,  judged  the  offender  before  the 
'  Y        ■  beys 
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beys,  or  an  aflembly  of  the  rourfas,  or  fiiCh 
of  his  friends  who  iniifted  on  feeing  juftice 
done  to  him  according  to  the  koran. 

In  matters  of  national  concern,  or  which 
rnight  occafion  a  general  dilcontent,  the  khan 
affembled  the  murfas  as  well  as  ihtfeur  beys\ 
the  latter  ading  always  as  a  check  on  the 
great  power  of  the  khan,  and  reftraining  the 
pow^r  which  an  union  of  the  murfas  fome* 
t^pas  had  rendered  too  diftating.  In  former 
times  the  beys  and  the  murfas  depoled  their 
fovereign,  when  his  conduct  had  occaiioned 
a  general  difcontent ;  but  this  was  coniidere4 
as  io  dangerous  a  flep,  that  it  was  never  re* 
purred  to,  except  in. very  urgent  neceflities. 

The  peafants  or  country  |>eople,  who  formed 
tlie  body  of  the  nation,  were  free. 

The  peafant,  who  farmed  a  piece  of  land 
for  agriculture  or  pafture,  paid  to  the  bey  or 
murla,  who  was  the  owner,  twenty  per  cent 
of  the  produce  for  rent, 

If  the  land  was  his  owp,  he  paid  only  ten 
per  cent,  to  the  bey  or  murfa,  in  whofe  dif- 
tri<Sl  it  lay. 

The  jpeafant  difj>ofed  of  his  proj)erty  as  he 
pleafed;  if  he  died  inteftate,  the  law.of  the 
koran  decided  the  fucceffion. 

When  the  khan  raifed  an  army  foi*  war,  be 
fent  a  fummons  to  the  beys  and  rayrias  to 

furnilh 


&rnifk  their  quota,  which  was  fixed  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  people  who  dwelt 
on  their  pofleffions.  Every  bey  or  murfa  com- 
manded the  body  he  brought  into  the  field. 
The  khan  gives  the  fbldiers  neither  pay  nor 
provifions ;  their  officers  or  themfelves  prtJ- 
vided  what  was  necefiary  till  they  paffed  their 
frontier^  when  they  fubfifted  on  plunder, 
whether  the  country  belonged  to  a  friendly 
or  an  haimical  power.  Almoft  every  Tatar 
had  a  horle  and  arms  of. his  own. 

A  part  of  the  booty,  which  they  always 
made  whenever  they  paffed  their  frontier, 
belonged  to  the  khan,  a  part  to  their  bey  or 
murfa,  and  the  remainder  to  themfelves, 
which  was  generally  the  moft  confiderable. 

Neither  the  beys  nor  the  murfa  were  per-* 
mttted  to  make  war  with  one  another;  and 
the  people  were  forbidcn  to  take  a  fhare  in 
their  perfonal  quarrels. 

There  was  another  clals  of  the  people,  who 
dwelt  in  cities  and  towns,  and  who  paid  no 
rent  to  the  beys  or  murfas  for  the  gromid  their 
houfes  flood  on,  or  their  gardens  ox  fields, 
which  belonged  to  themfelves,  or  they  hired 
of  other  proprietors,  as  thefe  lands  or  grounds 
beJonged  to  the  city  or  town ;  nor  were  they 
fobjei^  to  be  called  out  to  war;  though  they 
^tert,  for  the  fake  of  plunder,  voluntarily 
joined  tlic  corps  of  fbme  bey  or  mtirfa. 

Y  2  There 


Thfirewere  Ibnae  other  perfons  in  thcKrimy 
who  had't^ie.  title  of  bey,  but  tiicyd\4  not  be-- 
long  to  the  ejia^e  or  etat^  and  were  in-effeft» 
only  common  murfas. 

^  There  was '  a  plafs  of  people-  alfb  called 
courtiers  J  kapu-^klialki^  people  of  the  pQrU  or 
gate,  that  is;  the  court,  becaufe  juftic,e  was 
anciently  adminiftered  by  the  judge  fitting  at 
his  gate ;  they  confifted  of  the  vizir,  khuzna- 
dar-bafhi,,  defterdar,  akhtagibey,  kapigi-rbafhi,: 
&c.     The   khan   appointed  any  perlbn  he 
pleafed  to  thefe  offices,  as  rnurfas  gr  their 
'  fons,  merchants,  Turks,  &e.  and  \yhen  they: 
had  a^  office,  if  they  were;  of  an  iniignifi- 
cant  family,  they  were  called  aga,  and  their 
Ions  took  the  ptle  of  muria.     The  beys  and 
great  murfas  fbraetimes  gave  their  daughters 
in  niarriage  to  the.  courtiers  if  they'^were  be- 
come perfons  of  conlequence,  but,  however, 
this  was  rare,  and  generally  by  the  fblicita-: 
t;ion  of  the  khan. 

Th.e  great  officers  of;  the  ftate  were 
,1.  Galga-Sultan.  He  was  governor  of 
the.  city  of  Akmedfchit,and  itsdiftrid,  where 
he  always.  re;fided.  He  was  ,alwiays  of  th^ 
Guerrai  family,  and  had^  in  his  diflri^l,  power. 
pf  life  and  death,  as  the  khan  bimfelf.  Nq 
pe.ribn  older  than  the  reigning  khan  could  be 
appointed  -to  rfiis  offic^. ..  He  had  a  CQUjt, 
ahd  officers  of  the  f^me  denomination  as  the 

.  khan> 
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kban.,.  vk.  a.vica^HV&haznadat,  ^9,;;.. It, has r 
been  always  underftood  by  tTiofe  who  have;, 
treated  of  the-. Krim*' thai  -galga-jfiiltaH  \sjas  " 
the  khaii*s  eldeftff^qj  this  was  never  the  caie. - 
V  2,.NuRUDDiN-SuLTAN.  He  alfo  could  bc- 
of  no  other  family  but  of  the  Gueijrai.     He- 
had.  ^he  fame  privileges  as  galga-fultan,  but/ 
qpuld  not  put  to.  death  ;  be  refilled  alwa,ysr 
with  the  khan,  but  had  no  part  in  th^  ad*-;, 
miniftration  of  juftice,  or  any  other  depart- 
ment,  farther    than, , giving;   his;advice,    or 
tra;nla4ting  for  the  khan  \\\  his. name  fuch 
buiiuefsas  he  entrufted  him  with.  .His  office^- 
feems  to  -have  beeUra  Jcind  of  occafional  lieu-, 
tenant -to  the  khan,  alwavs  at  hand. 
"  3,  Or-Bey  (or  oTje-hey  as  it  is  pronounced)^ 
lived  at  Perekop^^  called  Or.  "  His  privilegeSr 
were  the  fame  as  thofb'  of  galga-fuitan ;  •  ex^; 
cept  thaf  he  covild  i^bj:  put  tO;death  ;  he  was- 
not  al\yays  of  the \(t;^(?/^W  family,  but  fome- 
tin^es;;^^  Sheriny  in  whigh  c^feh^^  Had  no  vhfr^i 
but  he  had  all  the  other  officers  of  his  court 
the  fame  as  a  fultAi;i,.  *> ,,;    «v  >.-  --     ■ 

:  ;4.;:AK-KiRMANrSi5^AsX.iR  was  always  a, 
{i3kan,:an^  had  power  of  life,  and  de^th*  -  Hef 
refided  ^ at -/f>^/m?:i;sf  lie  be/ore  tfhe  Turks  took- 
pofTeflion  of  Befarabi ;  he  was  alfb  governor 
of  the  A^6»p*<2/-^Tl?rfa^^^  emigrated 

from  ^the  plains  on'  the  north  of  Perekop  t6' 

.....   Y- 3  .    tne 
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the  Kuban ;  he  bad  the  (iune  efficers  ^g^a^ 
Jnltan. 

$,  KubaN'Seraskir  had  the  fame  power 
and  privileges  as  galga-fultan,  being  always 
a  (ultan  of  the  Guerrai  family.  Befides,  every 
tribe  of  the  Kuban -Tatars  had  a  feraikir, 
who  adminiftered  juftice  in  the  tribe,  but  was 
under  kubun-ferafiir^  and  could  not  put  to 
death* 

* 

Befides  thcfe  there  Were, 

1.  The  MupTi  in  the  Krim,  appointed  by 
the  khan,  and  who  refided  with  him  at  Bag- 
chfferrai,  but  there  was  no  body  of  ulema  to 
check  the  power  of  the  government,  as  at 
Gonftantinople.  When^  the  Turks  were  in 
poffeffion  of  Kaffa,  they  had  a  mufti  there, 
but  be  never  was  confulted  by  the  Tatars,  or 
iufFered  to  meddle  in  their  affeirs, 

2.  A  kadilaikir  or  (kaziaikir)  in  likeman-* 
ner  appointed  by,  and  refiding  with  the 
khan. 

3.  Twenty-four  kadis  (or  kazis)  one  in 
every  confiderable  diftrid,  befides  kadis  in  the 
Kuban,  where  every  kadi  had  a  diftrid  of  fe» 
veral  villagels  pr  encampments  of  tents, 

• 

Thus  this  fingular  governmeat  feems  on- 

ginally  to  have  been  ftudalj,  but  was  after* 

l^'^dsywhen  th^c  Tatars  became  Mahome- 

^  dans, 


daiis^  modifi^  by  the  adoption  of  the  law^ 
erf"  the  koran.  The  Tatars  acknowledged  the 
fultan  of  Condantmopk  as  kalif  and  head  of 
their  religion.  They  never  could  be  per- 
fliaded  to  leave  off  eating  horfeflefh^  which  1$ 
forbidden  by  the  Mahomedan  law  to  Mufel- 
mans.  The  Turkilh  muftis  wiiely  decided, 
that  horfeflefh  was  forbidd^en  to  all  other 
Mahomedans  to  eat,  but  not  to  the  Tatars^ 
as  they  had  been  accuftomed  to  it,  and  that 
thereby  it  ceafed  to  be  a  fin. 

The  Revenues  of  the  reigning  Khans  were, 

I  ft.  Ten  per  cent,  of  the  corn,  the  No* 
gais  grew. 

2.  The  produce  of  the  salt  lakes — ^very  '' 
little  fait  was  the  property  of  individuals— 
they  rendered  him  about  one  hundred  thou- 
fand  dollars  a  veaf,  that  is,  about  twelve  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling. 

3.  The  DUTY  on  imports  and  exports, 
which  ufually  amounted  to  the  fame  fum  of 
one  hundred  thoufand  dollars,  or  twelve  thou- 
fand  five  hundred  pounds  fterling. 

4.  Subs  I  Dies,  which  the  Ottoman^or/^ paid 
to  the  Man  in  time  of  war,  anJ  frequently 
other  fums,  to  affift  in  armaments,  and  to 
keep  the  Tatars  in  good,  humour. 

5.  The  films  annually  fent  by  the  Otto* 
taAU  fultan  to  defray  the  ex^ences  of  Galga- 

Y  4      '  fultari^s 
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fultaii's  jcourtj.and  to  pay  .the  officers  of  the 
khan's  court,  as  vizir,  khafiiadar,  &c.  with  a 
view  to  reader thetn  more  dependent..  . 

6.  The  pay  of  thtfeimans^  a  body  of  ^troops 
of  about  1,600,  who  ferved  as  guards,  to  the 
khan,  was  always  fent  from  Conftantinoplc* 

The  Turks,  in  return,  could  always  rely 
on  a  body  of  auxiliary  cavalry  from  the  Krina 
and  the  Kuban. 

The  Chriftians  and  Jews  paid  a  capitation 
tax,  as  in  Turkey,  to  the  beys  or  murf^ ;  but 
they  were  infinitely  lefs  vexed  than  in  Tur- 
key, enjoyed  more  proteftioii,and  were  treated 
with  lefs  infblence  and  indignity. 

The  revenue  of  Shaheen-Guerrai-Khaii,  in 
1781,  amounted  to  900,000  dollars,  without 
calculating  the  fums  ulually  lent  from  Con- 
ftantinbple;  this  fum  makes  about  ^.11 2,500 
fterling. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  was  then  re- 
duced to  about  100,000  fouls  in  the  Krim, 
and  6oo,Q0o  fouls  in  the' Kuban  ;  two  thirds 
of  the  inhabitants  had  emigrated  to  Turkey 
lince  the  beginning  of  that  khan's  reign, 
which  was  the  laft.  In  the  autuitin  of  1777, 
the  Tatars  of  the  Krim  alone  met  the  Ruf- 
fian army,  under  Prince  Proforofsky,  in  the 
plains  of  Salguir,  with  forty  thouiand  men, 
all  well  mounted  and  armed.     Ih  1782,  the 

large 
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lar«ge  city  of  KdfFa  confifted  oiilyof  4^56  houfes 

Inlkibited. 

-    • 

' .  It  «iay  not  be  inappofitc  to  fay  a*few  word's 
on  the  reign  of  the  laft.  khan  of  the  Tatars,' 
aiid  the  iiiial.  extinftion  of  the  Tatar  domi- 
nion in  the  Krim-  - 

In  the  treaty  of  peace  of  Kainargi,  con- 
cluded in  July  i774j  the  independence  of  the 
Krim  was  ftipulated  in  thefe  wortls.  Art.  III.' 
"  ji/l  the  Tatar  people  J  thofe  of  Crhnea^  of 
^^Budgiac^  of  the  Kuban^  the  Edijfans^  Geam- 
^'.bouiluks  and  Edifchkuls^  jhall^  without  any 
f '  esfception^  be  acknowledged  by  the  two  empires 
*'  as  free  nations.y  and  entirely  independent  of  an^ 
^^  foreign  power ^  and  Jhall  be  governed  by  their 
^!^.own  fovereign  of  the  race  of  Gingis-Khan!^ 
^'  ele&ed  and  raifed  to  the  throne  by ,  all  the 
^'  ,T'(itar  people'; .  who  Jhall  govern  th^m.  accords 
.  **  ing  to  their  ancient  laws  and  vfages^  render-r 
*'  ing  no  account  whatever  to  any  foreign  poiver ; 
/'  //  is  for  this  re^fon^  that  neither  the  ,tourt  of 
"  RUjffia  nor  the  Ottoman  porte  ought  not  to 
*^  meddle^  under  any  pretext  whatever ^  in  the 
*'  election  of  .the  faid  khan^  nor  in  their  affairs^ 
"  domejiicy  politic^  civily  and  interior ^  but^  on 
^^.  the  contrary y  acknowledge  and  conjider  the 
*'  ffud  ^atar  nation .  in  its  political  and  civil 
^^ Jiate^  ^on  the  fame  footing  as  other  powers ^ 
^'  which  govern  by  themfelveSj  andaredepen-^ 
^'  dent  on  God  alone.     With  refpefi  to  the  cercr- 
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**  iw»/^i  (^  religion^  as  the  Tatars  prffefs  the 
fame  worjhip  as  the  Mufelmans^  they  fiudl 
regulate  themfelves  with  regard  to  his  Mgh-^ 
«C/^>  ^^  gfand  ialif  of  MahometaniffHy  accorct* 
ing  to  the  precepts,  which  their  law  prefer ibes 
**  to  them^  withouty  however^  any  prtjudiee  ta 
the  confrmaiion  of  their  civil,  and  religious 
liberty y  S?c/' — "  Ru/Jia, engages  to  withdranu 
its  troops y  &c.  and  the  fublimeporte  to  relin^ 
"  y»^/  (^11  right  whatever y  which  he  might  have 
to  thefortreffes^  cities j  habitations^  &c.  in  Cri^ 
meay  the  Kuban^  or  in  the  ifkmd  of  Tamany 
nor  to  keep  in  any  of  thefe  places ^  garriJhnSy 
♦'  nor  other  armed  people^  ^c.  ^r." 

In  conieqifence  of  this  flipulation  ShaheeA 
Guerrai  was  ek6l€d  khan  by  the  beys  and 
ihurfas,  with  the  approbation  of  the  people, 
as  it  fecmed,  for  no  difcontent  appeared 
among  theniv 

The  new  khan,  however,  did  not  long 
keep-hi«  popularity.  He  wiflied  to  civilize 
his  pcc^le,  and  introduce  the  European  dif- 
cipline  among  his  troops.  He  would  have 
fucceeded,  had  he  paid  more  rcfpc6l  to  the 
deep-rooted  prejudices  of  the  people.  He. 
began  by  entirely  aboltihing  the  old  form  of 
government ;  he  raifed  new  fbldiers  And  paid 
them,  and  appointed  muifas  for  their  officers. 
They  had  no  ftandingarmy  before,  bitt.  every 
man  was  a  foldier*  Hediijiinilhed  the  rent  paid 
^^  by 
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by  the  people  to  the  murfas  for  their  land, 
and  appropriated  it  to  his  own  nfe,  allowing 
{vLch  murfas  as  would  fcrye  in   the  army 
handlbme  falaries*      He  affefted  too  much- 
the  manners  of  the  Chriftians  or  Ruffians, 

*  though  he  obferved  with  punftuality  all  the 
ceremonies  of  his  religion.  His  expencea 
were  thus  increafed  beyond  his  income,  and 
he  could  not,  like  his  predeceffors,  apply  for 
pecuniary  affiftancc  to  the  Ottonian  Porte, 
which  had  ceafed  to  pay  the  falaries  of.  the 
officers  of  his  court.  He  ft  ruck  a  new  coin, 
at  an  enormous  expence  ;/the  mint  was  con- 
ducted by  a  German.  He  farmed  out  the 
different  branches  of  the  revenue  to  people 
Tvho  exacted  the  payment  with  a  rigour 
hitherto  unknown.  He  eftablifhed  a  corps 
of  artillery,  and  endeavoured  to  form  a  ma- 
rine ;  but  want  of  revenue  prevented  hinr 
fijcceeding  in  any  one  undertaking. 

.  The  Turks,  faw  with  jealoufy  the  inde^ 
pendence  of  the  Tatars,  and  lamented  being 
deprived,  in  all  probability^  of  their  afliftance' 
in  any  futuore  war,  as  the  khan  declared  his. 
intention  of  remaining  ne.utraK  as  the  only 
means  of  making  his  people  formidable,  and^ 
Bftaintaiming  Ym  independence.     The  Turks 

•  Ighovrred  ipctffantVy  by  their  emiflaries,  who 

wew  nioftly  religious  enthufiafts,  to  ftir  up 

^  p«jple  isc^  f  ebdlkm.     They  fucceeded  in 

»  raiiing 
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rtifing  fuc^T  a  ipirit  of  difcontetit,  that  the : 
kban^  fearful  of  his  perfonal  lafety,  called  in. 
a.  body  of  Ruflians,  and  placed  iniaU  coq)s  in* 
cjifterent  parts  of  the  country*  The  Tijrks' 
had,  previoufly  to  this,  fent  a  body  of  troops? 
to  Taman,  and  beheaded  one  of  the  klian's; 
qpmmanders.'  ,.' 

;  I  arrived  at  the  Ruffian  fortrefs  of  Jai^i-; 
kali,  in  06lober  1777,  and  was  fettingoutl 
for  Bagfhirai,  when  news  arrived  that  the 
Tatars  had  fuddenly  fallen  on  the  diliDcrfed 
Ruffians  in  every  part  of  the  Krim  and  the. 
Kuban  at  the  fame  time,  and  had  cut  them 
all  off;  the  Khan  himfelf  luckily  efcaped  to 
the  Ruffian  head-quarters.      The  Ottomani 
Porte,  at  the  fame  time,  had  appointed  a  new 
khan,  and  fent  him  to  the  port   now  called 
Sebaftopolis,  with  five  fhips  of  the  line.     A. 
Ruffian  army  fbon  entered  the  Crimea ;  •  the 
Tatars  wer^  defeated,  and  during^  the  winter 
reduced  again  to  obedience  to  their  khan. 
The  Ruffians  are  accufed  of  committing  Ibme 
cruelties  on  this  occafion.     If  they  cannot  bc» 
jjuftified  as  Chriftians  for  following  the  law. 
of  retaliation,  they,  are,  as  men,  ibme  what 
excirfable. 

The  Tatars,  though  reduced  .to  obedience, 
pould  not  be  kept  in  that  ftiate  by  tjie  few 
troops  the  khan  could  rely  on;  he  wa^ 
therefore  obliged ta have  an. auxiliary  armjs 

from 


\- 


from  Ru/fia^  and  the  porte  made  feveral  at--' 
tempts  to  excite  a  frefli  rebellion.     The  efti- 
prels,  at  laft  tired  out  by  the  contitiual  alarnns* 
they  occafioned,  and  determined  no  longer  to 
buffer  her  fubje6ls  to  be  expofed  to  the  cala- 
mities the  incurfions  of  theie  barbarians  oc-* 
tafioned,   feized  on  the  Krim  and  Cuban  iti' 
1 783*     The  khan  retired  to  Kaluga,  in  Ruf-' 
fia  Minor,  where  he  was  allowed  a  very  large' 
penfion  by  the  emprefs,  and  treated  in  every 
refped  as  a  fovereign;  -  but,  tfnaccuftomed  to 
a  quiet  and  inactive  life,  he  quitted -Ruffia,  and^ 
went  to  Conftantinople,  where  at  firft  he  was' 
received  with  great  diftinxftion^  but  was  fbon 
fent  into  exile  to  a  Greek  ifland,  and  one  day/ 
as  he  was  in  his  bath,  he  was  feized  aiid** 
ftraii2;led,  and  his  head  fent  to  Cohftiantind^^ 

nople*  I  .  :    '  '■ 

I  beg:  the  reader  will  excufc  a  fliort  digref-^ 
fion  refj^e^ing  mjfelf,  as  it  niay  throw  Ibme 
light  on  the  character  or  morals  of  the  people 
1  was  among*  The  ij^th  December,  1 777,  f 
failed  from  Janikali,  in -a  finall  vefTel;  for 
KafFa,  (the  road  by  liaiid  being  .unfafe)  which: 
had  juft  been  taken  by  the  Ruffians,  under 
General  Balmaine,  bv  ftorm,  and  *  niany 
Turks,  who  were  at  KafFa,  had  been  put  to 
the  fword  by  a  Greek  corps  from  JanicalT^ 
who  alfb  robbed  my  fervant  of  all  my  bag-; 
gage,  to  a  >very  eonfolerable  amount,  and 
-—--''  which. 
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which  I  never  recovered.  Inftead  of  mak« 
ing  the  port  of  Kaffa,  we  were  driven  by  a 
ftorra  along  the  coaft,  and  after  loiing  our 
bowlprit  and  all  our  anchors,  we  were  in 
great  diftrels  for  water,  being  eighty  perfons 
on  board,  all  military  men.  We  made  leveral 
cjefceuts  on  the  coaft  to  procure  water,  but 
were  always  beaten  off  by  the  Tatars ;  at  lait 
we  pafled  Belaklava,  and  lay  to  in  the  gulji 
of  Giosleve,  oppofitc  the  port  of  Sebaftopo-' 
lis,  where  we  faw  the  Turkifh  fleet  at  anchor, 
l^he  mafter  of  a  Turkifh  merchant  fliip 
came  out  to  us,  and  we  bargained  with  him^ 
fpr  about  fifty  pounds  fterling,  for  a  caft  of 
water,  which  he  promifcd  to  bring  us  off  in 
tiie  night  ;^but  as  icon  as  he  got  on  (hore,  we 
obferved  one  of  the  Turkifh  frigates  loofen- 
ing  her  topiails  to  come  out.  It  was  pearly 
night,  and  we  put  to  fea  and  bore  away  for 
the  Danube,  the  only  port  we  could  reach 
with  the  wind  we  had,  preferring  to  throw 
ourfelves  on  the  mercy  of  the  Turks  to  pe- 
riftiing  by  thirft.  .  I  was  the  only  perfon  in 
the  veflel  who  could  navigate  her  out  of 
fight  of  land.  The  captain,  who  was  a 
Greek,  had  become  mad.  I  found  two 
■JTurkifh  charts  of  the  Black  Sea,  which  dif- 
fered in  the  latitude  of  the  Danube  a  de* 
gree.  I  examined  the  coaft  of  Anatolia^ 
which  I  had  furveyed  that  fummer  from 

Conftan^ 
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Conftantinople  to  Kitros,  and  by  that  judged 
which  was  the  beft. 

We  arrived  ^fe  ofr  Sulina-mouth,  but  the 
wind  not  permitting  us  to  enter,  a  Turkifli 
boat  came  out  to  us;  and  here  I  cannot, 
enough  commend  the  humanity  we  expe* 
rienced  from  the  crews  of  feveral  Turkilh 
merchant  veflels.  We  had  onJv  a  hawfer 
and  a  boat  anchor  to  hold  the  ilii|>.  The 
water  was  very  fmooth*  It  was  aheady  night. 
They  fent  out  five  large  boats  manned  to 
tow  us  in,  if  there  Ihould  be  any  danger,  and 
they  remained  with  us  all  night.  '  We  got 
fafe  into  the  river  in  the  morning. 

The  next  day  I  fet  off  for  Galatz,  intending 
to  go  by  land  to  Rufiia.  In  the  riwr  I  found 
two  new  Turkifli  50  gun  Ihips,  without  their 
guns  or  crews.  I  had  known  the  captains 
at  Conftantinople,  and  was  received  with 
kindnefs  by  them* 

The  I  ft  Januarry,  1778,!  went  to  the  Greek 
governor  to  pay  him  a  complimentary  vifit ; 
I  found  a  very  cold  rece|>tion  from  him;  he 
was  feated  on  his  fopha  with  a  Turk,  in 
appearance  of  fome  diftindion,  who  imme- 
diately produced  a  warrant  from  the  paflia 
of  Ebrs^hil  to.Qut  off  my  head  and  thofc  of 
:2i6  perfbns  who  were  come  with  me  from 
the  veffel.  The  executioner  was  ftanding  in 
the  room,  with  a  bag  to  |nit  our  heads  in, 
and  a  heap  of  fawduft  was  laid  in  the  court 

before 
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before  the  houfe  to  abiorb  the  blood.     Mr 
Greek  interpreter  was  fo  terrified,    that  he 
Could  utter -no  other  word  than  quel  facco^ 
pointing  to  the  bag  in  which  his  head  was  to 
*be  put.   •  Luckily  1  was  not  intimidated ;  but 
I  was  obliged  to  Ipeak  for  myfelf  as  well  as  I 
Could,    and   with  great  difficulty  perfuaded 
the  officer,  who  was  filiktar  (fword-bearer) 
to  the  ]>aflia,  that  I  was  an  Englilhnian,  and 
cafne  with  no  ill  intentioiis;  that  were  I  an 
enemy,   in  the  fituation  iii  which  we  came 
into  the  Danube  the  cuftom  of  all  nations 
grafted  us  an  alylum.     He  then  told  me,  we 
were  accufed  of  coming   mto  the  Danube 
with  a  defign  to  burn  the  two  Turkiffi  (hips 
of  war.     Ill  fhort  my  arguments,  and  a  few" 
thoufand  dollars  in  Ruffian  bank  notes,  pre- 
vailed on  him  to  go  back  to  the  pafha  for 
frefh  inftruftions,  and  to  fend  to  the  captains 
of  the  Turkifli  fhips  of  war,  who  engaged  to 
anfwer  with  their  heads  that  I  was  an  En- 
gliffiman,  and  a  friend  of  the  captain  pafha's. 
It  was  a  lucky  circumftance.that  they  had 
feen  me  with  the  captain  paflia,  and  knew 
that  I  really  was  an  Englifhman. 

I  afterwards  learnt  that  the  Greek  gover- 
nor,  w^ho  had  at  firft  received  me  with  gceat 
civility,  was  Our  accufer.  - 

.    We   remained  prifoners  at   large   in   the 
tpv/n  three  months^,  when  an  order  from  the 
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tapltaiil  pafha  came  to  let  us  depart,  and  **  tkdt 
"  we  Jfiould  be  fo  little  molejied^  that  if  a  bird 
^^  perched  on  the  mafi-top  it  jhtuld  be  driven 
*•  aivayy*         -  - 

WHile  I  was  in  the  quarantine  at  the  RulP- 
fiin  frontier,  in  September  1778,  there  ptiffed 
^5,600  Chriftians,  obfiged  by  the  Ruffians  . 
to  emigrate  from  the  Crimea  (35,769  males;) 
The  Armenian  women,  who  came'  froni 
KafRt,  were  more  beautiful,  and,  I  think,  apj- 
proached  nearer  that  perfed  form  which  thet 
Greciians  have  left  Us  in  their  ftatues,  than  thd 
Women  of  Tino.  Thefe  people  were  feht  to 
inhatbit  the  country  abandoned  by  the  Nogai 
Tatars,  near  the  weft  cocift  of  the  fea  ofA'Zof 
(Palus  Masotis)  but  the  winter  coming  oii 
before  the  hoiifes  built  for  theni  were  ready, 
a  great  part  of  them  had  no  other  flieker  . 
from  the  cold  than  what  was  afforded  them 
by  holes  dug  in  the  ground,  covered  with 
what  they  could  procure  :  they  were  people 
who  all  came  from  comfortable  homes,  and 
the  greateft  part  perifhed ;  fcven  thouiand 
only  were  alive' a  few  years  ago.  A  coiotiy 
from  Italy  to  the  banks  of  the  Bbfyfthenes, 
in  1 785,  had  no  better  faf  e,  owing  to  the  bacf 
management  of  thofe  who  were  commfiffioii- 
ed  to  provide  for  tHem,  and  not  to  thecli- 
xhate ;  fior  have  colonies  6f  Germafrs  been: 

z  inoitf 


S^^  CHAPTER    VIII. 

more  fortunate  in  Ruffia — but  this  is  a  digre£^ 
fion. 

I  Ihall  here  take  the  opportunity  of  cor- 
refting  a  few  errors  into  which  fomc  writers 
of  celebrity  have  fallen. 

,  With  ref|^e6l  to  the  title  of  fultan,  borne 
by  the  Gengiflchan  family,  and  to  that  of 
khan  (written  frequently  by  the  French,  who 
do  not  diftinguifli  the  found  of  an  m  from  aii 
n  when  not  followed  by  a  vowel,  Jtam  and 
cAam^  as  they  write  Edimbourg,  &c.)  Baron 
dc  Tott  has  made  fome  .  obfervations  which 
require  correftion. .  His  errors,  which  are  not 
entirely  cleared  up  by  Peyffonel,  arife  from 
not  having  obferved  the  different  force  which 
thefe  words  have  in  the  different  countries 
where  they  are  ufed.  They  are  both  words 
of  command,  and  (contrary  to  Tott's  aflertion) 
are  ufed  by  the  Turkifh  emperors  to  exprefs 
fovereignty,  as  is  evident  from  the  Arabic  in- 
fcription  on  the  Ottqman  money  :  Sultanycbn 
ulfultatiy  Abdulhamid  khan^  dame  mulkhu.  Sui- 
tan^Jon  ofafultan^  Abdulhamid  the  khan^  ivhofe 
reign  be  perpetual.  Thefe  terms,  however,  are 
ufed  very  differently  in  Perfia;  Jliakj  which 
among  the  Tatars  is  equivalent  to  khan  or 
king,  is  the  only  title  taken  by  the  Perfian 
monjarch :  in  that  country  ^>5^;^  anfwers  to 
the  Turkiflx  /^^,  and  is  therefore  taken  ^by 
the  gpvernors  of  provinces,  whilft  fultan^ 
3  which 
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which  thcfe  fignifies  (imply  commander,  19  a 
title  given  to  a  captain  of  horfe.  In  my  time, 
a  man  was  made  /tlkan  or  governor  of  Bender- 
rik,  and  his  fbn,  who  commanded  a  body  of 
cavalry,  was  called  fultan.     I   fpeak  of  the 
pre'ferit  acceptation  of  thefe  words,  not  of  their 
more  ancient  fignification. 

Tott  is  erroneous  in  ftating,  that  the  bey 
of  the  Sherins  conftantly  reprefents  the  five 
other  beys.  In  the  kingu^s^  or  extraordi- 
nary affemblies,  as  well  as  in  all  the  public 
convocations,  the  bey  of  the  Sherins,  though 
firft  in  rank,  reprefents  pnly  his  own  family  ; 
the  beys  of  the  other  houfes  are  alfo  prefent, 
and  repreferit  each  their  own  family^ 

The  hift  or  teal  journal  of  the  affairs  of  the 
Crimea,  which  was  kept  at  Bagtjhiferraiy  is 
probably  a  valuable  document :  Peyffonel 
feems  to  doubt  of  its  exiftence,  or  at  leafl:  to 
fuppofe,  that  it  is  little  more  than  a  compila- 
tion from  general  traditions,  made  by  Ibme 
Tatar  of  learning;  it  is,  however,  certain,  that 
fuch  a  journal  was  regularly  kept  there  by  a 
family,  who  have  handed  it  down  from  father 
to  fon  with  the  fame  regularity  afe  a  (imilar 
journal  is  kept  at  the  porte  at  Gonftantmople : 
the  khans  often  referred  to  it.  » 

The  caverns  found  in  different  parts  of 
the  Crimea,  particularly  "at  Tepekirman,  half 
z  league  from  Bagtftiiferrai,  have  given  rife 
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to  muefe  euriaift?   fpectjl»twns :   from  tkeif 

^i^l^KjticMi^  01^  the  ii4^s  of  fteep^  ^u4  oftcR  per-* 

pi;i)4K^vl^  f^d^  of  rocky  ixic^nbuus^  af  well 

^  ffprn  th^  r^gi^laaty  of.th^ir  ftru<ftufe,  it 

is  evident  tkal|  they  have  bequk  Qxc^vat^d  by 

human  art,  but  vsrhother  as  iepulchraJi  nipQii- 

ments,  as  fortreffes,  qr  as  places  of  refiige  Sx 

^ttle  i^  time  of  invafipn,  or  for  whatever 

^I^F  }^{ey  \$  9t  the    pre&r^t  day  doubtftiU 

Xh?^  obj«4tic«i  of  Mr*  Peyflbnel,  who,  thinfai 

it:  i^pQiOlib^  for  cattl^^  to  hav^  climbed  to 

^ch  ^  hejg^t,  i?  certVnly  erronqoya  aa  to  it$ 

|>ra6l:k;2^birlity,  (inc^  the. Tatars  at  pr^fkita^-* 

ajly ,  do  put  herds  of  goats  every  ivi^t  intq 

fome  of  tjb^tj^,  by  weaiis  of  fteps  cut  ift  the 

fodci  Wl^kht  hadt  l»e  paflfe^  a  night,  as  I  Ad, 

^  thati  hc^ifully  Fom^.ti/?:v*l^,  he:i»ight.havo 

l^n  ai^  fye  witnefs  of ;  others,  ia4eed>.  hav* 
fko  fufeh  «:e:eiV^d  mighl  ferve  33.  at  refuge  to 
the,  R!t*ift??s^Cth*.  flocks  themfejve,3« 
'  What  bss  bQen  faid  fuffjcif^ptly  iUujSTate? 
%W  p^l^f^l  ftate  of  the;  Tatars*  In  tbeif 
fducafiont  there  i^Jittlc  tjo  fvip^y  thQ^mind 
with  knowl^g^i.  and;  whftteyei!  isawrks  ef  fe^ 
gftcity  »a  di&overable:  ajnoag  the^i^  sfq  tQ 
be  s^ttidhuted  to  natural,  geniiw^  sokJ  A^:  cffe^ 
of  an  aSive  mode  of  li&,  w Wohi-  ^veji^amcfflg 
Sut^ages,^  beftows;  a  fhatpiii^lJ  and-  a^uiiacy  of 
}ntcllo6L  Theic  a;^quired  informaliomis.  vej^ 
liuiited :  readiiig  and  Writing  (MofiiitSJte  theiu 

higbeft 


highdH  bttnchet  of  tdtacatk)n>  atul  id.  the 
icieooQs  in  geuflral  they  are  lefs  ipfornitd  esren 
than  the  Xurks  thenaffeives.  Like  mc^  hntv 
barians^  their  :own  cduntrj  i^  .to  them  dt  baxct 
the  pattern  of  excellence  and;  thft  boun&rjr 
of  knowledge;  and  the  chief  officios  of  ,flatb 
thcm&lves  te^ere  ignorant  of  the  geography 
irrelative  fituation  of  every  other cbMntry. 

The  Tataf  niode  of  figfatiilg  has  ^  n©  rei- 
fen&blance  to  Europe^  ta6lic^;it  1^  mie  c6i¥- 
tiiived  fceiie  G^  66'^fufi(in  aiid  tti(tiye,  thci^gk 
it  gives  dfccafiotttd  the  cfefpl&y  df  igheat  agiiitj^, 
'  and  tia  fmall  portioitr  Qf  a  bopbacbvis  kind  df 
ikilL  ; Alternately  flyiJig^  and  advancing  in 
detached  paitieg^ .  ffiafly  ki»*  ctf  Odciteft  arp 
catried  do.  a4i  once  i  t^e  fahr^,  ithft  ^pike^  an^ 

iire  arms',  are  all  employed,  and  they  fight 
ailike  oil  horfeback  ^or  on'  footy  tliotigb  the 
fiirmer'is  their  mdft  oommbn  nrodd/  Thb 
regularity  and  difdjrfiiie  of  the  mpdeni  Ei>- 
jropeau  battles  has  greatly  contributed  top^d- 
duce  a  dorrefpondem- niildneis  tJo#at(Js  tl* 
^onqnerfed  ;  bict  in  this  defiiitory  tvaff&^e  the 
paffions-  of  ,the.  individuals  are  let  Idofe,  pei?- 
fonal  fury  aitgm^nts  the  iavage  horto*  of  the 
fcene^  and  the  enenay  k  never  fpar ed^  uctlels 
*he  be  fufficiently  unhurt  to  became  valuable 
{IS  a  flave*  * 

It  is^  not  furprt:&ing,  that  On  tht  empte^s 
obtaining  poflkfion   of  the   RriM,   &   greit 
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number  of  its  Tatar  inhabitants  ihould  emi- 
grate from  their  country.  Befides  the  re.- 
Jigious  prejudices  of  thefe  people,  their  un- 
fettled  and  turbulent  habits  rendered  them 
little  adapted  to  that  induftry  and  civiliza- 
tion, which  it.  was  her  endeavour  to  intro- 
duce into  -her',  newly  acquired  dominions. 
Thofe  who  chofc  to  leave  the  country,  had 
leave  to  fell  their  lands  and  other  property, 
which  was  prpteded  by  the  Ruffians.  She 
did  not  a6l  with  them  as  the  Turks  aqd  Ta- 
tars  ever  did  to  the  inhabit^ts  of  the  coun- 
tries they  conqijaered ;  thdfe  who  chofe  to  re- 
fmain,  wereJeft  inthe! quiet  poffeffion.ofjtheir 
property  arid  their  religion,  and  enjoyed  every 
iproteftion  and  privilege  as  a  Ruifiaa  Ghriftiaa 

:lubjed.  ,   .  .   .   ,    : 

The  Tat;ar  hocdrs  now  no  more  fwell  the 
Turkifli  army,  nor  mark  their  road  with  finok- 
ing  villages  laid  in  aihes,  iixd  murdered  inha- 
bitants ;^  thofe  hordes,  who  penetrated  even 
into  Pruffia  and  Silefia,  ravaged  Ppland,  Hun- 
gary, and  Ruffia,  deftroying  by  fire  and  fword 
every  habitation,  every  living  creature  they 
could  not  carry  off,  tying  their  prifoners  to 
.  their  horfes  tails,  and  thole  prifoners  were 
the  flower  of  the  youth  of  Chr-iftian  nations, 
led  away,  never  more  to  return  frpm,.llavery 
and  violation  to  their  friends  or  their  country ; 
thefe  hordes  are  now  either  difperfed  among 
their  brother  favages  in  Afia,_or  civilized  by 
their  conquerors. 
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The  Political  State  of  Greece, 

TH  E  political  ftate  of  Gi'eece  has  long 
announced  to  the  attentive  obferver 
that  explofion  which  late  events  feem  to  have 
rapidly  promoted,  Greece  can  no  longer 
flibmit  to  the  Turkifh  yofce ;  (he  pants  for 
emancipation,  and  already  aipires  to  be  rank- 
ed among  the  independent  flates  of  Europe. 
The  rife,  or  rather  the  renovation  of  her 
power  will  form  an  important  sera  in  Euro- 
pean politics :  to  appreciate  its  probable coaie- 
qtiences  we  muft  confider  the  paft  and  prefent 
circumftances  of  that  famous,  country;  we 
muft  recur  to  the  eclipfe  of  her  former 
fplendor  by  the  Turkilh  conqueft,  to  the  long 
Aight  of  barbarifm  and  oppreflion  in  which 
flie  has  been  whelmed,  and  to  thofe  ftruggleft 
which  of  late  years  have  fhown  that  flie  is 
about  to  awake  to  the  aflcrtion  of  her  native 
rights* 

It  is  not  here  my  intention  to  trace  the  de- 
tails of  clailic  ftory,  to  dcfcribe  thofe  heroic 
ages,  \yhen  the  Ipleiidor  of  genius  and  the 
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illuoiination  of  fcience  feemed  to  be  con-p 
centrated  within  the  narrow  boundaries  ojf 
Greece,  and  by  their  irradiation  to  com- 
municate anija^jatieji','  ap4'  •  imprc^ement  to 
furrounding  nations;  it  wlfl  be  fufEcient  for 
me  to  call  to  the  remembrance  of  the  (cholar 
fome  of  tke^;;l»i§5Jie(]L  J>aa^^^^  th^liftpryof 
mankind  ;  it   will  be  fufficient  to  cite  the 

i^TOPs  .^f  thofei  gpets  9fi4  Qxmnp  •tfepfe  tf attft 

i^p,  ^pd  nwf-aliAs,  \ybofe  illuftripijp  depds 
apcj  ^'bofe  aflroirfiWe  preqepts.ftiil  ^^ffXf^t  th^ 
afjpl^ufe^  of  tW  lyiiv^rfe..'  To  Gr^epe  be^ 

ci^iv^n^'  »»  ^riftijl^,  %  Spcrafe^  ^  F4^^i  ^\ 
j^jj(^atj?,  a  PliMJia^j.'aod  ai>  Apeili??  |  in  ihprt, 

iu  wi^^eyiei:  pfttb  th^. .  ardent  aud   (sqcp nJi;!? 

ii©*giiia/fi(0«  ^  map.  bft?  fQ«gbt:f«)r  fw^  i^ 
tb,^t  th§  Gueci?^:!  flwie  ftawte  «»ui^ntly  cw:^ 
fpicupug^HlxxQt  arrcgatiag  tp  itiieif  au  uBfiy»lp 
kd  fflperiority.      '  * 

IndSi  and  Kgypt  had  for  *  many,  precedsl^i 
^ges  cultivated  •  the  arts;  but  thcfe  countrijefii 
were  only  the  cradie  of  koowltdge ;,  w)^. 
tranimitted  td  the  •genial  climate  of  Gjfeec^p^ 
fftftercd  by  her  political  freedom,  and  aoi-r 
mated  by  her  vivacity  and  cati^rpcizft  ife^ 
quickly  attained  the  fublimefl:  heights,  jjiift^i 
invefted  the;iw5raan  character  with,  a  :^gttlty 
before  *  unknown*  .  By  wl?at  gradations:  tHW' 
aticient  fimplicitYi.  temperance,  modfifty^,^»d 
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0ood  faith  funk  away,  aiid  how  the  decay  of 
^heir  .virtues  involved  the  ruinv  of  their  genius, 
their  hiftory  will  jliew :  let  the  philanthro- 
piftyporufing  the  inftruftive  leflbn,  weep  over 
the  fall  of  human  greatnefs,  or  rather  let  him 
colleft  .  from  the  fetab  example,  new  incite-. 
xT^f  nfs  to  energy  ajad  pcrfeverance  in  the  caufe 
i^f  private  and.  public  virtue. 

Ancient  Rome,  the  vidorious  rival  of 
Greece  i\i  arnis,  caugh,t  from  her  captive  the 
inlpiratipn  of  geniu?  ;..but  (he  jiiever  reached 
a  fiqfiilar' degree  of  fubliraity;  flie  i imitated, 
but  ney^r  equalled,  the  poets,  the  orators,  the 
h^ormns,  the  artifts  of  Greece,  according  to 
the  ipgen^lou3  acknowledgmeut  of  the  firft  of 
jj^atia  poets :       :  . 

'    •^^  Ejandeat  alii  fpirantiatnibllius «ra,    , 

«  Ctdp  tqiridem :  vivos  duceot  de  roarmore  vultus  j 
,  <^  Or^bunt  caufas  melius,  caelique  meatus 
^  Deforibent  radio,'  &c. 

|jndeed  no  nation  l^ver  arrived  fo.  nearly  at 
perife£lion  in  every  branch  of  fcience.  The 
genius  of  the  ancient  Grecians  feems  to 
ha.ye  been  endowed  w^th  as  preternatural  a 
flrength  as  the  bodies  of  Homer's  heroes. 
Their  •  poetical  -  imagery  was  fplendid  &nd 
fublina^,.  their  oratorical  tropes  bold  and  ener- 
getic^ their  fpecubtive  philofopljy  manly  d,nd 
comprehenfiye, .  Of  the  effetSl  of  their  paint- 
}iig*  wc.  caa  judge  only  from  hiflorj,  but 
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their  ftatues  have  reached  to  the  prefeiit  times; 
they  poflefs  a  dignity  more  than  human ;  they 
feem  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  genius,  tafte^  and  bx- 
ecution,  and  though  often  imitated  defy  the 
hand  of  the  copyift. 

Such  a  nation  could  not  have  fallen  under 
the  yoke,  of  a  Turkifh  conqueror,  had  flie 
not  been  prepared  for  that  dilgrace  by  along 
period  of  debafement  and  fuperftitibn.  When 
this  lafl:  and  moft  terrible  cataftrophe  arrived, 
Ihe  faw  her  cities  and  palaces  laid  in  afhes, 
and  the  magnificent  monuments  of  her  anci- 
ent glory  levelled  with  the  duft  by  the  rude 
ftrokes  of  thofe  ferocious  barbarians  ;  fhe  law 
her  fbns,  a  race  who  had  graced  and  dignified 
ibciety,  flaughtered  without  diftin6lioh  and 
without  mercy,  or  liibjefted  to  a  captivity  ftill 
worfe  than  flaughter  j  yet  ftill  her  weeping 
genius  feemed  to  linger  among  the  melan- 
'choly  ruins,  and  reluctantly  to  leave  them,  to 
carry  with  her  the  faint  remnants  of  learn- 
ing and  tafte  into  more  fortunate  regions, 
where  (he  lowed  the  leeds  of  that  civilization 
and  Icience  which  at  the  prefent  day  (6  emi- 
nently flourifli  in  Europe. 

Conquered  Greece  polilhed  Rome,  but  the 
conquerors  were  Romans,  Conquered  Greece 
did  not  polilh  Turkey,  for  the  conquerors 
were  Turks.  The  infenlibiUty  of  thefe  bar- 
l>arians  is  aftonilhing  :  living  amid  the  effuK 
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gerice  of  genius,  they  have  not  caught  one 
Ipark ;  they  gaze  with  ,unfeeling  ftupidity  on 
the  wonder  and  boaft  of  art,  on  their  ^ori- 
ous  monuments,  on  their  temples,  and  coiair 
elude  they  were  built  by  .genii,  and  then 
deftroy  them,  to  burn  the  marble  for  lime 
to  make  ftucco  for  their  own  taftelefs  houfes, 
whence  the  fine  arts  are  banilhed;  where 
ignorance,  tyranny,  fuperftition,  and  grofs 
feniiiality  only  dwell  in  lad  and  ftupidly- 
folemn  pomp,  or  ifTuing  out  with  favage 
fury,  lay  wafte  the  country  round,  and  inibfuc 
their  hands  in  the  blood  of  the  helplefs,  mur- 
dering without  remorfe  thofe  they  have  con- 
quered. Thus  the  fineft  countries  in  the 
world  are^  become  deferts ;  part  inhabited  by 
iavage  beafts,  and  part  by  rpore  favage  men ; 
the  poor  aborigines  (kulkingin  hiding  places 
like  the  timid  hare  (which  epithet  the  Turks 
give  them  in  derifion)  while  thofe  beafts  of 
prey  roam  abroad. 

Every  objed  moral  and  phyfical,  the  fair 
face  of  nature  and  the  intelleftual  energies 
of  the  inhabitants,  have  alike  been  blafted 
and  defiled  by  the  harpy-touch  of  Turkish 
tyranny.  As  an  inftance  of  thofe  .  changes 
which  the  country  has  undergone,  we  need 
only  confider  the  ifland  of  Cyprus,  now"  an 
almpft  uninhabited  defert,  which  was,  not 
only  in  ancient  times,  but  when  it  was  taken 

by 


by  the  Turks  from  the  Venetians,  jpopolous 
and  exceedingly  rich. .  The  gentry  kvpd  like 
princes  in  fplendor,  and  even  the  peasants 
ihad  each  of  them  at  leafl  a  filver .  cup^  fpoou^ 
knifey  and  fork.  The  number  and  excel* 
lency  of  its  productions  were  wonderful.  At 
prefent  only  a  little  cotton,  fbme  filk  and 
wine,  and  a  few  drugs,  are  its  produce;  all 
to  no  great  amount.  Even  the  falines  (or 
falt*works)  which  were  {o  great  a  branch  of 
re^€«ud  and  commerce  to  the  Venetians,  have 
produced  nothing  fincei  the  Turks  have  been 
poffeffed  of  the  ifland. 

Of  the  defe6ts  of  the  Grecian  charaCler 
ibme  are  doubtlefs  owing  to  their  .ancient 
'corruptions;  '  but  .moft  of  them  take  their 
rife  in  the  humiliating  ftate  of  deprefiion  in 
which  they  are  held  by  the  Turks.  This 
degradation  and  fervility  of  their,  fituation 
has^  operated  for  centuries,  and  has  conic- 
quently  produced  an  accumulated  effe<^  o|l 
the  mind ;  but  were  this  weight  taken  off, 
'the  ela^fticity  and  vigour  of  the  foul  would 
have  wide  roam  for  expanfion,  and  though 
it  cannot  be  expefted  that  they  would  at 
once  rife  to  -  the  proud  animation  of  their 
'former  heroes,  they  would  do'itbtlefs  display 
energies  of  mind,  which  the  iron  hand  €«f 
de{ix>tifm  has  long  kept  dormant  and  inert. 
It  iflf  rather  aftonifliing  that  they  have  re- 
'  '         I  tained 
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tamed  fq  much  energy  of  character,  ami  are 
aoit  more  ^bafcd,  for  like  aoble  courfers 
they  champ  the  bit^  and  fpurn  indignantly.. 
the  yoke ;  when  once  freed  from  thefe,  they 
will  enter  the  courfc  of  glory.  The  truth  of 
fhefe  obfervatioiis  will  appear,  whether  we 
confider  the.  Greeks  in  their  common  cha- 
tadler  as  one  people,  or  whether  we  confider 
them  according  to  their  local  and  peculiar 
idiftinftioias. 

.  When  we  view  the  Greeks  in  their  more 
comprehenfive  charafter  as  a  nation,  their 
fuperiority  over  the  Turks  in  knowledge  is 
furpriiingly  great ;  they  poffefs  a  great  degree 
of  geiifiAis  and  invention^  and  are  of  fo  Mvcly 
aa  imitgination,  tliat  th^y  cannot  tell  the 
fame  iiory  twice /Without  varying  the  '6m* 
bellilhments  o£  circumftance  and  didiion ; 
added  tQ.  this,  both  men  and  women  fpeak 
much,  and  with  wohderful  volubility  and 
jboldaef^,  and  no.  people  arfe*  fuch  natural 
orators;  nu^i^bars  of  them  fpeak  Italian^  but 
all  have  an,  afitivi^y  acid  fprightlineii;  which 
ftroagly  contrafts  with  the  fttipid:  ard  pam- 
jfious  gravity  of  (h©  Turks;  an  Europcart 
feel^  himfelf  as  it  were  at  home  with  them, 
J  and  amongft  creatures  of  liis  own  Ipecies, 
jfor  with  MahQinedans  there  is  2l  dlftance,  a 
f^oa^afiimilation,  a  total  di^erence  of  idi^as^ 
«nd  th^'  more  he  Imaws  their  language  th^ 
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more  he  perceives  it ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
ixiore  intimately  he  knows  the  Greeks,  the 
more  fimilar  does  he  find  them  in  habits  and 
manners  to  other  Europeans:  their  bad  re- 
putation is  more  owing  to  the  flander  of  the 
French  (their  "mortal  enemies)  than  to  fd 
great  a  degree  of  demerit.  In  general,  they 
are  an  agreeable  and  a  (erviceable  people, 
but  they  are  much  given  to  levity,  are  immo- 
derately ambitious,  and  fond,  of  honourable 
diftindions;  but  this  very  ambition,  now  a 
weaknefs,  when  they  have  nobler  obje6ts  to 
purine  will  lead  them  to  greatnefs. 

From  the  account  given  by  Tott  (vol.  i.  p. 
1 1 8)  of  the  difturbances  excited'by  the  pa- 
triarch JT/r//!?,  it  would  appear  that  the  Greeks 
have  not  yet  entirely  abandoned  that  fpirit 
of  luperftitic«i  and  bigotry,  which  was,  per- 
haps, the  main  caufe  of  their  former  down- 
fall: ' 

It  muft  be  obferved,  however,  that  thefe 
dilputes  are  not  fo  much  foftered  among 
themfelves,  as  they  are  owing  to  the  efforts 
of  the  Latin  church,  which  was  the  cafe  In 
the  inftance  dlludedto,  where  the  foundation 
of  the  conteft  was  a  bull  of  the  pope,  direfted 
againft  the  Greek  church. 

They  bear  the  Turkifh  yoke  with  greater 
impatience  than  other  Chriftians  (who  have 
long  ceafed  to  ftruggle  againft  it)  and  poffds  a 
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,  ^  ^  •  ' 

ipirit  of  enterprize  which,  however  ridiculed 
by  fbme  authors,  ofteu  prompts  them  to  noble 
atchievemei\ts.  Their  ancient  empire  is  frefh 
in  their  memory;  it  is  the  fubjedl  of  their 
popular  fbngs,  and  they  f|)eak  of  it  iii  com- 
mon convcrfation  as  a  recent  event. 
*  That  they  poflefs  a  firm  and,  nianly  cou- 
rage, notwithftanding  the  infinuations  of 
their  calumniators, .  has  been  too  often  tefti- 
ficd  to  be  in  the  leaft  doubtful;  the  inftances 
which  they  have  dilplayed  in  the  Ruffian 
fcrvijCe  have  been  truly  ftriking.  They  are 
paffionate,,  and  fometimds  given  to  affaffi- 
nation ;  hut,  except  in  Zante  and  Cephalonia^ 
the  ftiletto  is  not  fo  frequent  with  them  as  , 
with  the  Italians,  whom  they  in  general  re- 
femble,  the  beft  of  them,  if  we  add  more 
energy,  being  very  limilar  in  charafter  to  the 
Venetians,  and  the  worfl:  to  the  Genoefe. 

The  mofl:  obfervable  difference  in  the 
Grecian  charafter  is  between  thofe  of  Con- 
ftantinpple  and  their  countrymen  of'  the, 
iflands.  The  merchants  ajid  lower  orders  of 
the  Conftantinopolitan  Greeks  have  indeed 
no  very  marked  chara6ler ;  they  are  much  the 
fame  as  the  trading  Chriftians  in  all  parts  of 
the  empire,  that  is  to  fay,  as  crafty  and  frau- 
4uleiit  as  the  Jews,  but  lefs  fo  than  the  Ar- 

menjans,   who   are .  the  moft  fubtle  of  all» 
yfurers. 

But 


But  {here  is  in  '^ifuburh  called  the  f'eriar 
a  race  of  Greeks  who  call  themlelves  nobles, 
and  affeft  to  defpife  thofe  of  the  iflaiids :  they 
are  certain  opulent  farmilies,  from  which  are 
generally  appointed  the  drogomans  of  tht 
porte,  and  the  waywodes  of  WalacWa  and 
Moldavia.  They  have  kept  thcfe  places 
amdng  them,  as  they  are  moftly  allied  to^ 
gether,  and  keep  up  a  conflant  conne<5liott 
with  the  officers  of  the  porte.  They  are 
eontinyally  intriguing  to  get  thole  in  office 
J^emovedi  and  obtain  their  places ;  even  chil- 
dren cabal  againft  their  fathers,  and  brother^ 
againft  brothers.  They  are  all  people  oi 
very  good  education,  and  arc  polite,  but 
haughty,  vain,  an4  ambitious  to  a  raoA  ridi- 
culous degree,^  confidering  the  contempt  they 
are  treated  with  by  the  Turks.  As  m  their 
noble  extraftion,  it  is  a  matter  of  great  un- 
certainty ;  moft  of  them  bear  the  names  of 
^hofc  families  which  were  rlluftrioits  when 
the  Turks  took  Conftantinople,  bat  they 
would  find  it  difficult  to  prdve  their  defcent. 
They  have  in  general  all  the  vices  of  the 
Turks  of  the  feraglk) ;  treachery,  ingratitude, 
cruelty,  and  intrigue,  which  flops  at  no 
ineans.  While  they  are  drogotriahs' of  tifie 
porte,  they  are  obliged  to  behave  with  great 
caution    and    prudence,    but-   when,  they 
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become   waywodes,    they,    are    in    nothing 
different  from  Turkifh  paflias  in  tyranny; 
nor  is  it  to  be   wondered  at,    when    men. 
'   are  obliged  to  look  up  not  only  to  tyrants, 
'  but  to  the  very  fervants  of  tyrants,  for  ho-. 
Hour  and  confequence.;  to  flatter  their  igno- 
rance and,  ftupidity,  their  foibles  and  their 
vices,  and  to  tremble  for  their  lives  at  theit 
frov/ns,  that  cunning  takes  the  place  of  wif- 
dom,  vice  of  virtue,  and  treachery  of  forti-- 
tude.      In.fuch  a  lituation  the  mind  muft. 
lofe  its  vigour,'  the  heart  its  generofity : .  the 
abafement  of  man  by  fuch  caufes  was  never 
Kiore  ftr6ngly  exemplified  than  in  the  in- 
ftance  of  the  Greeks,  of, the  Fenar;    they. 
do- not  weep  over  the  ruins  which  they  can- 
not reftore,  nor  glow  with  emulation  to  rear, 
others  of  equal  magnificence* 

Strange  as  is  the  infatuation  which  inducer 
thefe  Greeks  to  aim  at  the  poft  of  waywodes, 
it  is  perhaps  no  lefs  aftonifhing  than  many  ex-, 
amples  which  daily  occur  in  other  nations  of 
the  power  of  ambition.  Though  .  fty ling 
themfelves  noble,  and  affefting  a  fuperiority 
over  the  other  Greeks,  they  are  the  only  part 
of  their  nation  who  have  totally  relmquifhed 
the  ancient  Grecian  fpirit;  they  feem  not 
anxious,  as  the.ifl^nders  are,  for  liberty,  but 
delight  in  their  falfe  magnificence,  and  in 
the  petty  intrigues  of  the  feraglio ;  and  their 
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pride  is  to  appear  in  thi^ir  drels  like  Turks ; 
aiid  yet  the  fituation  which  they  arc  thus 
eager  to  obtain  is  befet  with  perils,  and 
iearcely  one  who  holds  it  cfcapcs  depofition 
and  punifhment.  No  fboner  is  a  way wodc 
appointed,  than  he  fets  out  in  great  ftatc  for 
his  government,  attended  by  a  crowd  of  re- 
lations and  dependents,  for  all  of  whom,  aa 
well  as  for  his  own  iplendor,  he  muft  pro- 
vide by  oppreffing  the  unhappy  fiibjcSs  of  hia 
tyranny.  Meanwhile  his  countrymen  at  Con^ 
ftantinople  are  engaged  in  continual  plots  for 
bis  removal,  and  it  becomes  neceflary  for  him 
to  accumulate  a  large  fum  to  bribe  the  mi- 
iiifteirs  -and  others  on  his  return,  and  to  avert 
the  perfecution,  which  continues  for  years 
afterward  to  hang  over  him, 

Thofe  of  Macedonia,  &c.  are  robuft,  cou« 
rageous,.  and  Ibmewhat  ferocious ;  thofe  of 
Athens  and  Attica  are  ftiil  remarkably  witty 
and  Iharp ;  all  the  iflandcrs  are  lively  and  ^y, 
fond  of  finging  an^  dancing  to  an  exce^,  af- 
fable, hofjMtablc,  and  good  natured ;  in  (hort, 
they  are  the  beft ;  thole  of  ^e  Mor^a  ^rej 
ftmch'giyen  to  piracy ;. but  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered  at,  confidering  the  cruel  treattnent 
they  have  met  with,  and  the  ftruggtes  they 
are  cohtinually  making  ^gainft  the'T\!^rks, 
Albania,  Epirus,  and  in  general  the  moan-^ 
taineers,  are  ^  Ver^  wtiflike,  br?i.Ve  people,  b«t 
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*^ery  favage,  and  make  little  fcruple  of  kiljing 
and  robbing  travellerp  ;  a  Turk  cannot  ven* 
turein  their  country  alopc  ;  there  is  no  one  ^ 
in  it  but  would  make  a  njerit  of  {hooting 
him,  fo  deeply  is  their  hatred  to  their  op- 
J>reflbrs  rooted. 

The  Greeks  of  Zante  and   Cephalonia,  - 
ftibje<St  to  the  Venetians,  are  4ix>torious  for 
ftabbing  with  knives. 

In  fome  iflands  the  people  are  not  hand* 
fome.  In  Metaline,  the  women  are  remark- 
able for  very  laf ge  breafts.  In  Tino,  the 
women  are  almoft  all  beauties,  and  there  the 
true  antique  head  is  to  be  found. 

In  general,  the  people  of  the  iflands  have 
grand  and  noble  features.  From  different 
faces  you  may-  put  together,  in  walking 
through  a  market  place,  the  heads  of  Apollo 
and  of  the  fineft  ancient  ftatues. 

It  is  fcarcely  ppflible  for  any  perfon  not 
to  be  miftaken  in  judging  of  the  condu6l:  of 
the  porte  towards  its  provinces,  by  any  ana- 
logy from  the  political  operations  of  other 
European  nations.  Amongft  us,  the  unfuc- 
cefsful  revolt  of  a  whole  province  would  in^ 
deed  give  birth  to  fome  additional  rigour,  and 
to  fome  ftriking  example  of  punifliment ; 
.Jbiit  the  ferocious  Turk  propofes  nothing 
fhort  of  extermination,  in  order  to  free  him- 
self from  the  fear  of  futuit  defeSion.     It 
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was  thus  that,  when  the  inhahitants  of  the 
Morea,  who,  iniftigatcd  by  the  defire  of  liber- 
ty, had  taken  up  arms  in  favour  of  Ruflia, 
returned  under  their  yoke,  a  deliberate  pro- 
pofal  was  made  in  the  divan  to  flaughter  them 
all   in  cold  blood,  innocent  and   guilty,  of 
whatever  age  or  fex.     Nor  was  this  the  firft  ' 
time  that  the  maflacre  of  the  whole  Greek 
nation  had  been  ferioufly  debated  :  it  was, 
however,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  fiiccelsfully 
oppofed  by  Gazi-Haffan,  both  on  motives  of 
humanity  and  policy.     The  chief  argument 
which  he  ufed,  and  which  alone  carried  con- 
viftion   to  his  hearers,  was :   if  we  kill  all 
the  Greeks^  we  Jhdll  lofe  all  the  capitation  they 
fay.     Even  without  fuch  a  provocation,  fuU 
tan  Muftafa,  predeceflbr  and  brother  of  Ab- 
dulhamid,  on  his  acceffion  to  the  throne,  pro- 
pofed  to  cut  off  all  the'  Chriflians  in  the  em^ 
fire^  and  was  with ,  difficulty  difluaded  from 
it*     Is  this  a  nation  which  merits  that  Bri- 
tain fhould  enter  into  a  war  for  its  defence  ? 

It  is  wholly  incomprehenfible  to  me,  that 
any  European  nation  can  regard  the  Turks 
as  the.  lawful  poffcflbrs  of  the  countries  over 
which  theif  banefal  dominion  extends.  Such 
opinion  can  only  proceed  from  a  total  igno- 
rance of  the  ft  ate  of  the  people  whofe  fove- 
f eignty  thefe  ferocious  favages  have  ulurped,^ 
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and  of  the  circumftances  wKich  attended  their 
.  fubje6lion. 

Right  to  a  country  is  acquired  either  by 
treaty  or  by  long  pofleffion*  Treaty  can  only 
apply  to  a  portion  of  a  country  ceded,  whether 
voluntarily  or  compulfatively,  by  the  fbvereign 
power. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  as  long  poffeffion  of  * 
a  country  gives  an  indifputable  right  of  do- 
minion, and  that  as  this  right  of  the  Turks  ^ 
to  their  pofleJIions  has  alio  been  acknow^ 
ledged  by  all  nations  in  their  treaties,  the 
aborigines  have  loft  all  claim  to  independence, 
— As  to  treaties  between  the  Turks  and  other 
nations,  who  had  'no  right  to  diipofe  of  the 
countries  uftirped  by  the  Turks,  they  cannot 
be  binding  to  the  Greeks,  who  never  were 
confulted,  who  never  figned  fiich  treaties, 
iior  confented  to  their  being  figned.  ' 

When  one  nation  conquers  another,  and 
they  become  incorporated,  by  having  the  fame 
lights,  the  fame  religion,  the  fame  language, 
and  by. being  blended  together  by  inter-mar- 
riages, a  long  feries  of  years  renders  them  one 
people.  Who  can  in  England  diftinguifh  the 
aborigines  from  the  Rbmans,  Saxons,  Danes, 
r>for/nans,  and  other  foreigners  ?  They  are  all 
Engliflimen,, 

The  Greeks  were  conquered  by  the  Turks, 
•|>ut  they  were  (like  all.  other  nations  they 
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eonquierecJ)  attacked  by  them  without  prcnrd* 
cation.  It  was  not  a  war  for  injury  or  infuky 
for  jealoufy  of  power^  or  the  fopport  of  aft 
diy/contdfts  which  ought  to  end  when  fa* 
tisfaftion  or  fubmiffion  is  obtained  ;  it  was  a 
war,  having  for  its  aim  conqtreft,  and  for  its 
principle  a  right  to  the  dominion  -of  the 
^hble  earth ;  a  war  which  afferted  that  alV 
other  ibvereigns  wera  ufurpers,  and  that  the 
depofing  and  putting  thcili  to  death  was  a 
facf-ed  dtitv.  Do  the  laws  of  nations  efta- 
blifh  that  fuch  a  conqueft  gives  right  of  pot- 
ffeffion  ?  They,  on  the  contrary,  declare  fuch 
conqueft  ufurpation. 

The  conquered  were  never  admitted  by 
the  Turks  to  the  rights  of  citizens  or  feDow 
fiibjefts,  tinleis  they  abjured  their  religion  ^ 
Smd  their  country ;  they  became  flaves,  and 
as,  according  to  their  cowardly  law,  the  Turk* 
have  a  right  at  all  times  to  put  to  death  their 
prifoners,  the  Conquered  and  their  pofterity 
for  ever  are  obliged  annually  to  rgdeem  their 
heads ^  by  paying  the  price  fet  on  them.  They 
are  excluded  from  all  offices  ift  the  ftate ;  it 
is  death  fOi'  a  conquered  Greek  to  mArry  a 
Turkifti  woinan,  or  even  to  cohabit  witk  a 
coMmon  proftitute  of  that  nation;  they  are 
in  every  refped  ftilf  treated  as  enemies  ;  they 
are  ftifl  called  and  .diftinguifhed  by  the  nmne 
of  their  nation^  and  a  Turk  is  never  called  a 
,  Greek, 
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Greek,  though  his  family  fhould  have  been 
•lettled  for  generations  in  that  country ;  nor 
is  a  Greek  called  a  Turk,  though  his  ancef- 
tors  "had  lived  centuries  in  a  Turkifli  pro- 
vince. The  teftimony  pf  a  Greek  is  not 
valid  in  a  court  of  judicature,  when  con*», 
trafted  with  that  of  a  Turk.  They  are  diA 
tinguifhed  by  a  different  drefs ;  it  is  death  to 
wear  the  fame  apj^arel  as  a  Turk ;  even  their 
houfes  are  painted  of  a  different  colour ;  in 
fine,  they  are  in  the  fam^  fituation  they  Werd 
the  day  they  were  conqtiered,  totally  diftin6l 
as  a  nation^  and  they  have,  therefore,  the  fama 
right  now  as  they  then  had,  to  free  themfelve$ 
from  the  barbarous  uiurpers  of  their  country, 
whofe  conduft  to  all  the  nations  they  have 
conquered  merits  the  eternal  execration  of 
mankind.; 

In  the  war  between  Ruflia  and  Turkey, 
which  Contiaucd  from  1769  to  1774,  where- 
ever  the  Ruffians  appeared  the  Greeks  took 
up  arms  and  joined  them.  The  hiftory  of 
tlffe  war,  and  the  part  which  the  Greeks  took 
ki  it,  are  too  well  known  for  it  to  be  neceflary 
that  I  ihould  enter  here  into  any  particulars, 
^he  j^ogrefs  that  was  hiade  agaiiift  the  Turks 
ivas'  v«ry  confiderable,  and  their  fleet  being' 
deftroyed  at  Chiflime,  the  capital  might  have 
been  attacked  by  the  vi^orious  Ruffians.  Had 
the  Ruffian  admiral  been  a  pian  of  any  expe- 

A  A  4  rience. 
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rience,  or  of  an  enterprifing  charadler,  that 
war  muft  have  terminated  in  the  expuUiou. 
of  the  Turks  from  Europe, 

Nothing  can  place  the  Turks  ii>  a  more 
defpicable  light,  than  the  progrefs  the  RuC- 
iians  did  make,  notwithftanding  the  flowne(s 
.of  all  their  motions,  their  never  profiting  of 
any-  advantage,  the  opportunities  they  loft  of 
ftriking  decifive  blows,  the  want  of,  plan  or 
combination  in  every  enterprize,  and  the  un- 
military  condu6t  in  the,  execution ;  the  bra- 
very  of  their  troops  indeed,  when  there  was 
a  poffibility  of  fuocefs,  always  fecured  theni 
victory.  The  Ruffians  and  Greeks,  to  this 
day,  make  reproaches  to  each  other  of  mifr 
condu6l ;  but  as  the  accQunt's .  hitherto  pub- 
Jilhed  are  taken  from  the  relation  of  Ruf- 
fians,  we  may  fafely  conclude  that  juftice  has 
not  been  done  to  the  Greeks.  Jn^jribislaft 
war,  when  they  a£ted  alone,  they  fought  like 
true  defcendants  of  their  heroic  ance/loF^  in 
the  little  diverfions  they  made. 
:  It  ^vas  folemnly  ftipulatcd  in  the  17th  af- 
tide  of  the  peace  of  Kainargi  (figaed  if  July,* 
1 7  74)  that  ^'  T^Ae  empire .  of  RuJJia  rejiores 
to  the  fublime  porte  all  the  tjlands  of  the^ 
Archipelago^  which  are*under  its  dependence  ; 
and  the  fublime  portj  on  its  part^  promifesy 
I  ft.  ^0  obferve  sac  reply,  nvith  refpe£i  to 
^^  the  inhabitants  (f  thefe  ijlandsy  the  conStitms, 

.    .  ^^  Jiipulated 
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^^  Jitpulated  in  thejirji  article^  concerning  a  ge^ 
neral  amnejiy  and  eternal  oblivion  of  all  crime  t 
whatever^  committed  or  fufpeciedy  to  the  pre*- 
judice  of  the  fublime  forte.  zdly.  T'hat 
neither  the  Chtifiian  religion^  nor  its  churches^ 
flialt  be  expofed  to  the  fmalleji  opprej/ion^  and 
that  no  hindrance  Jhall  he  put  to  their  con^ 
Jlru3ion  or  reparation  ;  nor  ,Jhall  thofe .  who 
officiate  in  them  be  opprejfed  or  infulted.  ^dfy, 
T'hat  no  payinent  Jliall  be'  exacted  from  thefe 
ijlands  of  the  annual  taxes  to  %vhich  thev 
\  were  fubje&ed^  Ufz.  Jince  the  time  which 
they  have  been  under  the  dependence  of  the 
Kujftan  empire^  and  alfo^  in  conjideration  of 
'  the  great  loffes  ^which  they  have  fi^ff ere d  dur- 
ing the  war^for  the  time  of  two  years  to 
come^  to  count  from  the  time  of  their  rejiora- 
♦*  tion  to  the  fublime  porte.  /^thly.  To  permit 
thofe  families  which  would  quit  their  country^ 
and  ejiablijh  themf elves  elfewhere^  to  depart 
freely  with  their  goods  ;  and  to  the  end  that 
thofe  families  may  put  their  affairs  in  order^ 
the  term  of  one  year  is  granted  to  them  f 07^ 
this  free  emigration^  counting  from  the  day  of 
the  exchanging  of  the  prefcnt  treaty  ^ 
Notwithftanding  this  fblemn  engagement, 
the  Turks,  almoft  as  foon  as  the  Ruffians  had 
evacuated  their  conquefts,  and,  rejying  on  the 
faith  of  treaties,  had  delivered  up  the  inhabi- 
tants to  their  domination^  fell  upon  their  vie- 

'  tims. 
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tims,  unprepared  to  refift  them^  and  mafia* 
cred  ail  incredible  number,  particularly  in 
the  Morea,  where  their  vengeance  felt  with 
all  its  weigh t*  Whole  diftri6l8  were  left 
without  a  fingle  inhabitant,  and  this  fine 
country  is  now  almoil  a  delcrt.  The  Greeks 
upbraid  the  Ruffians  with  abandoning  them  ; 
the  Ruffians  anfwer,  they  relied  on  the  faith 
of  treaties*  They  ought  to  hive  known,  that 
the  fetva  of  the  mufti  had  often  announced; 
that  mfmth  is  to  be  kept  with  Chrijiians  ;  hif* 
tory  furni&ed  them  with  numerous  inftanceS  • 
of  their  putting  in  praftice  this  precept ;  in» 
deed  I  know  of  no  inftance  when  they  have 
not,  if  it  appeared  to  them  that  it  was  their 
intereft  fb  to  dp ;  and  yet.  we  find  writers 
who  vaunt  the  fcrupuloufiiefs  of  the  Turks 
in  obferving  their  treaties ;  th^y  ihould  al- 
ways have  added,  when  it  was  their  interefi'^ 
zwA  their  ftatement  would  have  been  juft. 

So  ardent  was.  the  wilh  of  the  Greeks  to 
regain  ^tlieir  liberty  and  independence,  that 
neither  drfcouraged  by  the  abandonment  .oT 
the  Ruffians,  nor  deterred  by  the  apprehen- 
iion  of  again  incurring  the  dreadful  -vcn^ 
geance  of  the  Turks,  as  foon  as  a  frefii  war 
broke  out  between  thofe  powers  they  again 
tQok  up  arms. 

A  fleet  was  fitted  out  at  Cronftad,  aiid  failed 

for  the  Archipelago  under  the  command  of 

.'8  a  brave^ 


Political  STATE  or  GREECE.    36J 

a  brave,  prudent,  and  experienced  officer. 
Admiral  Greig,  an  Englifhman,  who  bad 
ferved  in  the  former  war,  and  greatly  dlt- 
tinguifhed  himfelf  under  Count  Orlow,  who, 
from  an  officer  in  the  guard!?,  where  he  iaw: 
no  other  honorable  fervice  than  quelling  a. 
riot  at  a  brandy  Ihop,  was  raifed  to  the  fu- 
jpreme  command  of  a  fleet  and  an  army,  and 
entrufted  with  an  expedition  which  required 
the  greateft  experience  and  talents.  The  king 
of  Sweden  rendered  to  the  emprefs  the  ei- 

iential  fervice  of  detaining  her  fleet  in  the 

—^  -  ^  * 

Baltic,  by  attacking  it  in  that  fea,  and  there- 
l)y  putting  into  her  hand  the  naval  fiiperi- 
ority  which,  by  its  abfence,  would,  have  paiT-  ^ 
ed  into  his.  This  ill-timed  diverfion  of  the 
Jcing  of  Sweden  retarded  the  fate  of  Turkey^ 
and  the  interference  of  other  courts  faved  it 
for  this  time;  at  leaft  they  obliged  the  em- 
jprels  to  make  peace. ;  but  that  peace  would 
have  been  but  of  a  few  months  duration,  had 
not  the  death  of  Prince  Potemkin  and  fome 
other  circumftances  intervened. 

In  the  mean  time  the  emp'rels  fent  mani7 
fefloes  to  all  parts  of  Greece,  as  (he  had  done 
in  the  former  war,  inviting  the  inhabitants  to 
take  up  arms^  and  co-operate  with  her  In  expel* 
ling  the  enemies  ofChriJlianityfrom  the  countries 
they  had  ufurped^  and  Regaining  them  their  an-- 
cient  liberty  and  trntional  independence. 

A  Greek 


^4  CHAPTER     IX* 

A  Greek  of  the  name  of  i^ottiri  was  fedt 
to  Epinis  and  Albania,  to  diftribute  manifef- 
toes,  and  combine  an  iniurre£libn  with  the 
chiefs*  An  army  was  loon  raifed ;  their  head- 
quarters were  at  SuUi.  They  marched  againft 
the  paflia  of  Yanina  (Janiila)' and  completely 
defeated  his  army  in  a  pitched  battle,  in 
which  his  Ion  was  killed,  and  deipoilcd  of  his 
rich  armoun 

The  Greeks  colledVed  a  fiim  of  money  by 
voluntary  fubfcription  of  individuals,  and  fitted 
out  at  Triefte  an  armament  of  twelve  fmall 
fhips,  under  the  command  of  Lambro  Can- 
ziani,  a  Greek,  which  failed  to  the  Archipe- 
lago. They  were  every-where  viftorious, 
and  the  impreffion  was  lb  great  and  alarming 
to  the  porte,  that  it  had  nearly  drawn  the 
whole  Turkifli  navy  out  of  the  Black  Sea,  and 
left*  the  capital  expoled  to  the  attack  of  a 
formidable  Ruffian  fleet,  then  in  the  ports  of 
the  Crim, 

The  emprefs  had  lent  a  captain  Plaro  to 

Sicily,  to  eftablifh  magazines  for  the  fleet 

coming  out  under  Admiral  Greig,  and  feve- 

ral  other  perlbns,  to  furnifh  the  Greeks  with 

money  .and  ammunition,  and  to  remove  the 

difficulties  the  Venetians,  ftill  unwilling  to 

offend  the  porte,  had  thrbwn  in  their  way,  by 

obftru6ltng  the  communication  with  the  Rul^ 

lians  by  me^^ns  of  the  port  of  Prevafi,  the 

iieareft 


POLITICAL  STATE  OF  GREECE.      365 

ncareft  to'Sulli.  In  this  ftate  of  things  the 
Greeks  fent  three  deputies  to  St.  Peterf- 
burgh,  with  complaints  againft  the  perforis 
commiflioned  to  this  fervice  by  the  emprels. 
They  prefented' the  rich  armour  of  the  pafha 
of  Yanina's  fon  td  her  imperial  majefty ;  Lut 
were  prevented,  by  the  intrigues  of  thofe  who 
feared  an  enquiry  into  their  fcaridalous  pecu- 
lations, for  feveral  months  from  prefenting 
their  petition,  and  explaining  the  bufmefs  pf 
their  miffion ;  at  length  they  fucceeded  iix 
obtaining  a  private  audience  of  the  emprefs, 
to  which  they  were  conduced  by  Mr.  Zou-- 
bov,  the  favourite.  ,They  prefented  a  memo- 
rial in  Greek,  with  a  tranflation  in  French^ 
of  which  the  following  are  exa^  copies ; 


AvTox,oocTOOi(r(rf],  y^  Bu(nXia'(r'i/i  Tsruircop  Tm 
facwvy    }Cf  Toc.  6^.  }Cf  roc  «£•  xj  ja  £?. 

J^AI  T«TO  8  Tsr^og  irt^ov  ri  nf^n  to  iicc  yaivLfoq  ;^fcv», 

lAciXocy   h   io-^ccTVi  dirsXTTicriio^    (pt^oiAiyoi    ShXvo'iyTiq   raj 

jjjut£Tfpo*ff  (ruj5A7r«Tf *OTt?,  9I  yA^  iXxvG-^suTsq  Tsrx^oi  ruif 
^poS'i\X(av  xX*<r«wv  trig  aurijf  Aut.  Mfy.  icps^oy  rx  ottXx 
^o^rpt'Ta  xoij'S  Ip^Sga  t5  X^ifr\»ifix^^   ovcfAxrQgj   dms-xXa^y 
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m^  0^  1^  M  4^  gk    1^  Aft  ^  Up  ^    ^^ 

Na»  fidc<rtXf)0'0'»  K;  Ku^ia*  rsro  9  tj^o;  r/  mf«»  nfui 
ayx^o^dt.Vp   Tff^oq   t«?  uriSxg   rijff    ocvrng  Aur.  Mty.   oir«f 

Aur  Msy.  1^  ccv  ireXfAitrxv  airaTuy  (jiq  ig  k^  qI  ft^yi^oun^ 

rxT9g  tx,  rs  n/A<c)v  i^pugj^  hsusy  T%g  x^xiirdKn^  avrij  ag 
l^r,?^iiif  x^  iig'av  £u^i(rx£Tai.  'O  yx^  31  lip  fxn  vXairnVf 
^vt7re(r^tiyrug^  rug  Dirsgyi^  arJT7\g  ■Brirwv  a\JTo7g  lavrlv^  ag 
aj^iov  fjLtydXcoy  x.XToph[Ji.xruvy  i  ttuti  sk  liroinfn*  irfg 
iv  ^  iTk  lyn^irai  w?  ajp^wir  j^  oinyog^  ri  i^la¥  Ififs;! 
^xij^ofAivog  OT*  i(AhoiAsu  my.  zTx^iaay  aur?  Iiri  rig 
lifjLm  y'ASj  ivx  xufn^o/xcy  M^mv  x'jroy  d^^if^xriyovm  xao- 
^yiCtiig  xg  iaovov  -y^x^u  9^  ax  igyx^irx^.  S^ea^nrtixy  i 
ge^vrig  Aur.  Mty*  iy  rti  niJ^ccy  xyxfygi  n  ire^  Xirovnin 
jJjUU/,  lyyiaKx^ty  yx^  iriy  xvrog  XxQ»v  xirtigag  iroo'OTnTat, 
Vf  Tjjxarwv,  ^UjUTi^ii  OT*  iSxirxyri^rt  aura  u?r£o  fifJiSv.  ivyx^ 
lAs^x  xarAn^o^ojflc^i  r^jir  a.ur>i?  Aut.  Mey-  on  aJis  ayro? 
m  rig  xX\og  dTS  £»j  rifJ-xg  xinXfxXin  fx  t»v  ff"»y  uir«f- 
lycoi/  J'fi'^cpxs  iTju^rv  *£v  [A^oifoy  ^ aUTrAtoy,  ij  fi,ntpx  ^XcTiyXiCB^ 
xj  frVfs  t/auj  ra  A«^7rja>  x«T£(rxjuanjqrfljv  ^  OTrXirfejca* 
^*(*  T^js"  Twi^  »»juwi/  ^^TifAxruv  SxTFxyng,  ilg  [Jf'Oyog  i^  nfiiat 
ixtrxg  r%y  xjrjytxiij'  x\jt1&  xotTJjj^,  tixvxyrifri  Hkx  xJ  ^uo 
y^iXia^a?  Xfy^'"'*  yojAfiTfJ^XTX  £x  twv  iJ/wi^  aurS  ;;^ft)jiAaTwyj 
iTrXi<rx^"Svo  vx\i^i  iy^Ktv  t2t8  0/  O^viAxy^i  &in%rtivxy  to» 
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ax  £Tifi(rctrfjLiv  nfxn  zjv^iov  yLoviv  7^  inSv^gm^  ccpi^ot^  (a  a^« 

va-yclni^o^roi^  aurcoy,  ^   ax  iruv  raff  craff  3'U(7aJf«ff, 

^ofidp.  *OOJfai/off  i^vXoc^iV  tijv  n^g/g^av  d7roXvTOo<r^v  iff^Q^ 
io^xy  T>iff  (TUf  Aur.  Mfy.  UTri  t?ii^  auTwj  wgofa<rixv^  •zarjoc- 

TJXTOixp^ixy  >^  Ufioiv  S'PYKmsTxVy  xara^^aviOiVav  x;  xara^ 
"^rowjfiiia'ay  fx  t«i^  PsSiiAwv,  xj  j3»^£o6f wv  OSco/^avciIi'V  7irj«<r- 
^xoofAtp  <roi^  XvTfo(Tai  ra;  t6?{/  A6))kOira;Vj  x^  AxyLXiSr^oitd^^ 
ATToyoviiqy  T3  TUf  jot^yixj  ^uysi  rarajv  rwy  ayjiwy,  u^'  wy 
S^tvdf^ety  Ev  Eflvoff,  a  ro'sryfu/Aaax  aTrfo-fifr*!^  a  0  4j«ff  utt^j- 
7roX«  Til?  fAtuflff »«?,  an  E^ui^nOiio'av  yaf  a*  ckSi^xi  ocKia-xt 
yOu  pxoSd^ooP  xiro^SiifyeiVy  i^€i  Si  w^p  ruv  aura  o/Ajttarwv 

Ai  XxfAV^xi  iJjLAtoi/  i!xoJop.atj   avaytvod'xay  tj/^ry  t^iv  'kta-''' 

^BPfJLornrx  triv  r\  ^ucrtff  ([Atryiet  a  pcpov   to??  vw»?  a.Kku^    . 
>^  ror?  :uTi^x^i^iyoi%   yn^uXio^q'  tii^^y^   Xiyn  n^Tv  ori  (jlxs 
if  I  «rfop^«j«  tag  xj  urjoj  raff  Tsr^oyoya?  ^uwp. 

Nfucov  ay  Kuf*a  SkHyxy  nuTy  <roy  ivyKoyx  'Koyrxyrivau 
fkOt  xyocKTx  ij/AWVj  TiiT9  i^ovQy  TO  yiyog  oXou  i^u.u)y  hsT  igo-^ 
fjrsyoy*  {ysvog  yx^  twv  T^^tay  xvTon^xTo^cay  aTrptrCfi-)!)  ;^ 
Xvtrxh  (og  Tag  w^oyoy»g  «ut». 

HfAiTg  ax  Jo"/*«v  ix  r^^i/  xirxriXZy  ol  riysg  btoXimyi's-xv  atru,^ 
ji<ro^i  riiv  fJt>£yotXo:^ii)(^iricriy  -yaJv  »y»K7(»>y'    nf^iTg  tci^y  ol 
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O*  rrlg  lafxiTspag  AuToxf  xT»f  ixijf  MeyxXiirnit; 
A^fiXi^,  1790.  .        .       ^f^Vo^  A<ot7;, 


Madlme, 

"  Ce  n'cft,  qu'  apres  avoir  folicite  Ibng-tems  en 
vain,  les  miniftres  de  Votre  Majeste  Impe- 
rial e,  pour  une  refponfe  au  memoire,  que  nous 
avons  eu ,  Thonneur  de  leur  prefenter,  et  poufses 
au  dernier  defelpoir  par  la  reflexion  des  malheurs 
afFreux  que  ce  retard  poura  produire  a  nos  compa- 
triotes,  qui,  invites  par  les  manifeftes  de  V.  M.  I. 
cat  pris  les  armes  contre  I'ennemi  du  nom  Chre» 
tien,  et  nous  ont  depute  poiir  porter  roffre  de 
leurs  vies  et  de  leurs  biens  aux  pieds  de  Votre 
Trone  Imperial :  ce  n'eft  qu'  apres  avoir  perdu 
tout  efperance  d*avoir  autrement  une  prompte 
reponfe  pour  arreter  les  ruilTeaux  du  fang  de 
nos  freres,  qui  fans  doute  coulent  deja  a  caufe 
de  ce  retard,  que  nous  ofons,  profternes  a  ses 
PIEDS,  prefenter  a  Elle-meme  notre  tres  humble 
memoire. 

Un  autre  devoir,  egaleruent  facre  pour  nous, 
et  aui  ^toit  un  objet  principal  de  notre  rniflion, 
nous  porte  a  dette  demarche  hardie :  dc  defabufer 

V.  M. 
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V.  M.  I.'  qtii  6W  ofe  Iromper,  ainfi  qlie  fes  xhi- 
niftreis  :  nous  avoiis  appris,  avec  indignation^  que  le 
-chevalier  Piaro^  homme  abhoit^  de  notfe  n^tiotii 
de'la  crapule  de  k  quelle  il  eft  forti*,  et  oft  il 
ieroit  feft6^,  fi^  en  trottipant  les  miniftres  de  V.  M.  L 
^vec  une  audacc  inouie,  il  fae  s*^toit  pas  fait 
Valoit  par  la  repr^fentatiba  des  explols  qu*il  n*a 
^mats  faitsj  s*erige  aduellement,  en  chef  et  con-^ 
dufteur  de  nptre  nation.  S'il  n*y  auroit  d6  mau-^ 
Vaifes  fuites  q^ue  pour  luij  nous  attendrions  ivet 
patieAce,  qu'il  fe  prefentit  dans  nos  tontrees>  *  ^  ■ 
Farifaronhade  ttependant,  qu'il  ne  fern  jamais  qtie 
dans  fes  ecrift.  Gomme,  il  a  agi  envers  hou^ 
'V.  M.  L  veira  dins  notre  memoire.  -  Kotis  tii- 
tendons  qu'il  a  pris  de  fommes  imihenfes,  qtfil 
pretend  iavbir  depenfe  poiir  nbust  nous  affurohs 
V.  M.  I.  qtie^  ni  lui,  ni  perforine  de  VOS  offiiiei^ 
«nvoyes  a  noiis^  nous  ont  donn6  uh  feiil  rouble. 
La  flotiHe  et  !es  autres  artnemeh^  de  Lambro  ont 
lete  fait  a  nbs  ffiaik  :'  uh  de  nous  a  abandonn6  foh 
foyer  paifible;  a  arme  a  fes  fraix  deux  vaiffeaux; 
ia  depenfe  12,000  zethins  pour  des  ariHemerts,  tt 
les  Turcs  ont  maflkcre  fa  mere,  fon  frer6,  oiit  rafe 
fes  pofleffions  et  defole  fes  t^rres*      • 

Nous  n*avons  jamais  demande  vos  trefbrt: 
nous  he  les  dtem^hdons  pas  atftuellement :  nous 
h'avon^  jamais  demande  que  de  la  pbudre  ^t  des 
balles  (que  nous  ne  pouvons  p^s  ach^te^)  et  d'etre 
inenes  en  bataillei  Nous  fommes  venus  pour 
tfrir  nos  vies  et  nos  biensj  pas  ^our  demands 
destrefors. 

•  This  mart  had  beeri  a  livery  fervantin  Pcterftut-gh, 

B 1  Daigness^ 
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.  Da%ne2&  OGi^AKB£lMP^EAT>Ric£!  <j£ditt 
^.E  LA  F'oi  Gr£cqv£  !  doigiiez  life  aotre  me> 
moire.  X^e  ciel  a  teferve  notre  delivraiijce  pour  le 
tcpic  ^orieux  de  V.  M.  L  C -eft  fous  Vos  aufpica 
c(ue  bous  6rperbns  de  delivrtr  notr^s  exdpireufoqp^ 
et  n&tre  pattiarcbat, .  et  riotre  feint  rel^ion  iih- 
iti}t<^,  de^  mains  des  barbares  Mahometans  ^  de 
deliyper  k&  defcendanCs  d'Athehes  et  de  tace^ 
4$m<>n'd<ft  joug  tTfannique  de  cts-jgooraiis  fiuivi^^ 
ibU3  lequd  gemk  une  nation  doat  le  genie  n'eft 
pas  etemt,  que  rafootv:  de  la  liberte  inflaa^  que 
4e  jot^  de  ;&r  des .  barbares  -A'a  pas  ^aviiie ;  qui  a 
Levant  fes  yeux,  toujours  |»}ef^nt,  l*image  de  fei 
.anciens  .iieros  dont  Vtx^x3B$\t  aninie  &s  .gurarieis 

't33core^ujour4kui. 

M(Ds  fupesbes  rakiesparlent  a  nos  yeux  de  aotre 

>a£CcieQne  (grandew :  nos  ports  innombrables,  nos 
beav^x   paas^   le   c\A   qui  fur  nous  fount  toutc 

4*ann^e  y  Kandear  de  notre  jeunnefle>  et  de  ^os 
decrepits  vieillards  noemes,  nousdilent^ue  la  nature 
nous  eft  auffi  propice  qu'elle  T^oit  a  nos  asGetres. 
Donne^  nouspousibuverain  VotFe  petit-^fils  Con- 
STrANTiN,  c'ei):  le  vceu  de  notre  nation  (la  hxsSk 
de  nos  empereurs  eft-Steinte)  et  nous  ferons  ce  qu' 

.  etoient  nos  premiers  ayeux. 

Nous  ne  fommes  pas  4e  ces  gens-  qui  oat^ie 
tromperjuA  pz;usma-gkakim£Xxe  souVERAivfis; 

.  fK>us  ionuxiiesiles  Deputes ^  munis  de  pleins  pouveirs 
etd'autres  documeas,  des  peqplefs  de  la  Grece^  et 

^  commit  tels,  profternes  au  pieddu.Tr6ne,de  cexle, 
qui,  apres  DiEu,  nous  regardons  comme  notre 

4  SAFVlEUk 


BAirvBtTR,  ,hous  protcftons  d'etre  jufqu'  i  notre 

idcraier  foupir/* 

«  • 

Madame,  Dc  V^  M.  I^ 

Les  plus  fideles  et  les  plus 
devours  ferviteurs> 

St.  Peterlbourg,  (t.  s.)      PANb  KUl. 

Apfil,  1790.  ^'^  g  j    Christo  Lazzotti. 

(L.**)    Niccql6Pa;noalo.** 

TRANSLATION. 

Maidam>    • 

it  \ya$  not  t^iitil  w^e  had  long  iblicited  iti  vain 
your  Itnperial  M^yefty^s  fniQiIlers  for  aa  aufwer  tp 
the  memorial,  which  we  had  the  honour  of  pre(ent«> 
lag  to  thmn ;  it  was  not  pntiU  drivea  to  the  utmoi^ 
defpsur  by  the  refledioii  ^  the  dreadful  evils  which 
tliis  delay  might  produc^e  to CMur  couotryipeii^.who 
.(invited  by  t;he.m;aaife£toes  of  Xour  Imperial  M^^f^ 
tty)  have  taken  arras  ag^^i^  the  enemy  of i^e  Chriff 
tian  name>  and  deputed  vis  to  lay  the  offer,  of  their 
lives  and  their  fortunes  ^t  the  foot  of  iTour  Imperial 
throne  i  it  was  not  till  we  had  Ipft  all  hopes  of  others 
wife  obtainii^  a  fpeedy  anfiver  to  ftop  thofe  ftreajtm 
of  the  blood  of  our  brethren^  which  doubjlds  flpW 
already  through  thi^  delay,  that  we  have  at  l^gth 
dared  to  proftrate  ouri^lVes  at  Y^ur  feet,  and  to 
prefent  our  humble  memorial  to  Your  Imperial 
Majefty  in  perfoh* 

Another  duty  equally  Ikcred,  and  which  was  p 

|)rincipal  objcfl:  <jf  pur  tnijflion,  i^idujc^d  us  to  take 

thfls  daring  ftep:    it  was  to  liddeceive  Y.  L  M. 

whom  (as  well  as  Your  minifters)  there  have  been 

'  B  B  a  people 
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•people  audacious  xnoogh  to  miflead.  We  havft 
learned  with  indignation,  that  the  chevalier  Pfero 
now  ereAs  himfclf  into.a  <jhief.and  condu&or  of 
our  people  9  a  man  abhorred  by  our  nation,  out  of 
the  dregs  of  which  he  rofe,  and  where  he  would 
have  remaiped^jf  he  bad  not  with  an  unheaid  of 
,  au^aciouUi^fs  d.e^eivisd  Your  Imperial  Majefty's  mi* 
niiliersy  ^nd  aflumed  a  reputation  by  attributing  to 
himlelf  exploits  he  never  performed.  If  no  ill  con- 
fequences  woal(^  ^P%^/  W^  ^^  himfdf,  we  fhould 
patiently  await  his  appearance  in  our  country,  a 
boaft  however  which  he  never  will  perform  but  m 
his  'writmgs.  How  he  has  aded  towards  us  Y.  I.  M. 
'i*Dl  fee  in  oiiir  memorial- •  We  hear  that  he  has 
received  immenfe  fums,  which  he  pretends  to  have 
expended'for  ni:  *^  We  affiite  Y.  I.  M.  that  neither 
he,  riorany  of  your  officer*  -ftnt  to  us,  ever  paid  us 
a  fih^c  rdiiblfe:  The  flotilla,  and 'thfe  other  arma- 
ments of  Lambro,  ^ere  cmiippcd 'at  our  oWn  ex- 
pence.  -  One  of  us  (deputiesr).abandoning  his  peace- 
ful home,  fitted  out  two  ♦effels  at'  his  own  expence, 
-and  expended  in  armameiifs  \  2,000  zechins,  whilft 
the  Turks  ittaflacred  his  mother  and  his  brother, 
levelled  with  the/ground  his  poffeifnons,  alid  defo- 
lated  his  lands.'      * 

We  never  a/kid  for  Your  treasures :  we  do  not 
alk  for  them  now ;-  we  'only  alk  for  powder  and 
balls  (which  we  cannot  puithafe)  and  to  be  led  to 
battle.  We  are  come  to  offer  our  'lives  and  fortunes, 
•not  to  ajk  for  Your  treafutes.  '  ' 

^     Deign^  O  Great  Emprcfs  !  Glory  of  the  Greek 
faith !  deign  to  read  our  memorial.     Heaven  has 
*      '  refervcd 
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refer ved  our  deliverance  for  the  glprious  reign  of 
y.i.M-  M  is  under  Your  aufpices  that  we  hope 
to  deliver  from- the  hands  of  barbarous  Mahome- 
dans  our  empire,  which  they  have  ufurped,  and 
our  patriarchat  and  our  holy  religion,  which  they 
have  infulted  ;  to  free  the  defcepdants  of  Athens: 
and  Lacedemon  from  the  tyrannicjj^ke  of  ignorant 
favages,  under  which  groans  a  nation  whofe  genius 
is  not  cxtinguifhed ;  a  nation  which  glows  with  the 
love  of  liberty  ;  which  the  iron  yoke  ofbarbarifm 
has  not  vilified ;  which  has  conftantly  before  it^ 
eyes  the  images  of  its  ancient  heroes,  and  whofe* 
example  animates  its  warriors  even  to  this  day. 

Our  fuperb  ruins  fpeak  to  our  eyes,  and  tell  us 
of  our  ancient  grandeur;  our  innumerable  ports, 
our  beautiful  country,  the  heavens  which  fmile  on 
us  all  the  year,  the  ardour  of  our  youth,  and  even 
of  our  decrepid  elders,  toll  us  that  nature  is  not 
lefs  propitious  to  us  than  it  was  to  our  forefathers. 
Give  lis  for  a  fovereign  Your  grandfon  Constant 
TINE  :  it  is  the  wifh  of  ouf  nation  (the  family  of 
our  emperors  is'  extind  *)  and  we  fliall  become 
what  our  anceftprs  were* 
"^^  We 

'^^ ' — ' ■ — I "~*"' —  ■ 1 

*  lit  Europe  we  are  apt  to  think  that  th<^e.  who  besr  the 
names,  of  Comnenos,  Paleologos,  &c.  are  defcendants  of 
the  imperial  family  :  the  Greeks,  however,  themtlvcs  have 
n<>.fuch  notions;  diey  are  either  Chriftian  names  given 
them  at  their  baptifin,  or  that  they  have  taken  afterwards, 
aod  they  only  defcend  to  the  fecond  generation.  A  maii  is 
called  Nicolaos  Papudopulo ;  the.  former  is  his  name  re« 
ceived  in  baptifm,  and  the  latter  a  fomame,  becaufe  he  was 
the  fon  of  a  prieit ;  his  fons  take  the  fumame  of  Nicolo-* 

B  B  3  pulo 
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We  are  not  perfons  who  have  dsfred  to  VBO^ 
on  the  mo/l  magnanimom  of  fovcreigMS :  we  are  the 
deputies  of  the  people  of  Greece,  femtflK4  wiAfidi 
powers  and  other  docuoxeats^  and  as  fijch  pro- 
ftratfed  before  the  throne  of  Her,  whom,  next  to 
God,  we  look  on  as  our  faidlour;  we  dcdire  that 
we  fliali  be  till  diW  latefl  breath,, 

MAPAMB,  YOVR  IMPERIAI,  MAJESTY^S 

Molt  faithful  a,nd  moft 
devot^  ferraats^ 

St  Petcrfburgh^  (|,.  s.)     Pa»0  KlRI* 

ApClI,  179^  ^^^  ^  )      ChRISTO  LA2Z0TTi, 

^  (irs.)    NxccoLo  Pangolo* 

As  thefe  people  are  out  of  the  reach  of  Turkiflx 
vengeance,  I  have  not  fcrupled  naming  them. 


r  >m   »^ 


pulo  (fon  of  Kicolaos)  added  to  their  Chriftian  name,»ii 
their  childreh  the^  father's  Chriftian  n^une  as  a  furosvne^ 
Thofe  of  Fanar  have,  particular! j^  lately,  affe£led  to  keep 
great  names  in  their  families,  which  were  only  Chriffian 
names,  or  names  which  they  have  taken  of  themfelYes,  or 
were  afterwards  given  them  by  their  ps^'ents,  relations,  or 
friends.  The  (ame  may  be  fiiid  of  fome  i^unes  in  the 
Archipelago,  particularly.  wnerQ  the  &mUy  has  preferycdi 
for  fotne  gelieratidns  more  property  than  their  neigbVours;^ 
but  their  names  do  not  add  to  Amt  refpe^  among  the  othet 
Grccics,  who  all  know  the  origiq  of  them,  arid  have  Mk 
the  leaft  notion  that  there  is  any  lineal  defcent  to  betiacd 
of  their  ancient  unperial  or  noUe  femifies,  notwithftaading 
^e  pret^fions  often  «f  Comt  of  then^  whQ  bear  their  tMsk 
when  they  come  t^  Kui'ope. 


Ths 
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The  €n)pref3  received  thern  very  gra- 
cioufly,  aacl  promifed  them  the  affiftaace. 
tfeeyafted  They  were  theti  condu<Sled  to 
the  apartments  of  her  grapdfons,  and  offer- 
ing to  kij6  the  haad  of  the  eldeft  gr?«i4 

J        duke,  Alexander,  he  pointed  to  his  bi'otbe? 

f  Conftantine,  telling  them^  it  was  tq  him  thai 
they  were  to  addrels  themfelves ;  they  repre-» 
fented  to  him  in  Greek  the  obje6l  of  theiF 
miflion,  and  concluded  by  doing  homage  to 
him  as  their  emperor  (Ba^nXeu^  r&>v  *HXXivw.) 
He  anfwered  them  in  the  fame  language, 
Gdy  and  let  every  thing;  be  according  to  your 
%vijhfs^ 

With  this  memorial  they  prefented  a  plan 
qf  operation^  from  which  I  (hall  extraft  only 
a  few  particulars : — ^They  propofed,  after  the 
einprefs  had  furnifhed  them  with  cannon, 
and  enabled  them  to  augment  the  fquadron 
under  Lambro  Canziani,  and  fent  them  en- 
gineers to  coricKi^t  the  fiege  of  ftrong  places, 
to  begin  their  firft  operations  by  marching 
from  Sulli,  where  the  congrefs  was  held,  aiui 
whence  they  had  a  correipondence  with  ^  aU 
Greece. — ^Their  route  was  to  be  firft  to  Li-» 
vadia  and  to  Athens,  dividing  into  two  corps. 
In  their  iti^rch  they  wer^  to  be  joined  at  ap- 
pointed places  by  troops  from  the  Morea  and 
Negroponte.  To  this  ifland  the  fleet  of 
Lambro  was  to  faiL  They  were  then  to  pro* 
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cecd  in  one  body  to  Theflalia  and  to  the  city 
of  Salonichi,  where  they  would  receive  large 
reinforcements  from  Macedonia.  The  whole 
army  being  then  affembled,  they  were  to 
march  to  the  plains  of  Adrianople,  with  (as 
they  calculated)  three  hundred  thoufand 
men,  to  meet  the  RuflianSy  and  proceed  to 
Conftantinople,  where  they  hoped  the  Ruf* 
fian  fleet  would  be  arrived  from  the  Crimj 
if  not,  they  efteemed  their  own  force  fuffi^ 
cient  to  take  that  city,  and  drive  the  Turks 
out  of  Europe  and  their  iflands^ 

In  this  plan  the  efhiblifhment  and  the  dif- 
pofition  of  magazines,  and  retreats  in  cafes 
of  difaftef,  were  provided  for.  The  force  of 
the  Turks  in  different  parts,  and  the  different 
movements  to  oppofe  them,  were  calculated 
All  their  refources,  and  the  amount  of  the 
troops  each  place  had  engaged  to  furnifh^ 
were  plainly  ftated,  as  well  as.  the  means 
they  had  adopted  to  carry  on  uie.€ret  corre** 
fpondence  with  all  parts  of  the  country,  both 
with  refpe6l  to  their  own  allies  and  the 
movements  of  the  Turks.  To  enter  more 
into  particulars  would  not  be  juftifiable  in 
•  me. 

The  emprefs  fent  them  to  the  army  in 

Moldavia,  to  Prince  Potemkin,  giving  them 

.j,ooo  ducats  for  their  journey  thither.    They 

i^ft  Peteilturgh  the^v  May  1790.     In  Au-.. 
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guft  they  were  fent  to.  Greece  by  the  way  of 
Viemiia,  and  Major  General  Tamara  with 
them,  to  iuperintend  the  whole  expedition, 
and  furnifli  them  with  the  afliftance' they 
required. 

It  merits  attention,  that  the  king  of  Pru{^ 
fia  h^d  pofted  an  army  of  150,000  men,  in 
June  1790*  on  the  frontier  of  Bohemia;  tha^ 
the  convention  of  Reichen bach  was  iigned  the 
2i7th  of  July.  The  fentiments  of  the  court 
of  London  reipefting  the  war,  and  its  proba- 
ble interference  in  as  ferious  a  way  as  Pruf* 
iia  had  done,  were  known  at  Su  Peterfburgh* 
It  is  to  thcfe  circumftanc.es  we  muft  attribute 
the  flownefs  with  which  the,  proje6ls  of  the 
Greeks  were  feconded*  They  were  affured 
that  they  (hould  have  every  fuccour  they  re- 
quired, and  much  more:  money  was  fent, 
but  not  much  of  it  dilburfed ;  they  were  en- 
joined to  prepare  every  thing,  but  to  under- 
take nothing,  till  the  proper  moment  (liould 
arrive  for  their  ading,  which,  they  were  told, 
depended  on  many  circumftances,  of  which 
they  wer^  ignorant,  Lambro  in  the. mean- 
time afted  by  himfelf,  but  could  undertake 
nothing  of  any  confequence.  Things  re- 
mained thus  till  after  the  campaign  was 
ended,  and  Prince  Pote^Tikin  cAme  to  Sjj^ 
Peterfburgh. 

the 
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The  fate  of  the  armament  cemmaiaded  b^ 
the  gailiant  Lambro  deierves  to  be  mentionad* 

The  Greeks  proved  (xl  this  occafion  their 
lave  of  liberty^  their  peflio^  fort  ^orj,  and  ai 
peiieverance  in  toils,  obedience  to  difcipline, 
end  contempt  of  danger  hikI  death,  worthy 
of  the  brighteft  pages  of  their  hiftory  j  they 
foiight  with,  and  conquered,  very  ibpericH: 
fiiumbers;  and  when  at  kft  they  were  at<^ 
tacked  with  an  inequality  of  force,  as  great 
as  Leonidas  had  to  encounter,  they  fought 
till  their  whole  fleet  was  funk,  and  a  few 
only  faved  themfelves.in  boats. 

Lambro  had  only  refources  left  to  fit  out 
one  iingle  (hip :  the  news,  of  a  peace  arrived ; 
but  boiling  with  indignation  at  the  negleft 
he  had  experienced  from  the  Ruffian  agents, 
and  thirfting  for  revenge^  he  failed  not  with* 
landing,  and  attacked  and  deftroyed  fevcral 
Turkiih  veflfeb:  be  was  declared  a  pinrte, 
and  difavowed  by  Ruffia — but  he  was  not  in- 
timidated— ^at  length  he  was  again  over- 
j)owered;  he  difdained  to  ftrike;  his  veffel 
liink  under  him,  and  he  again  efcaped  in  his 
boat,  and  took  refuge  \n  the  naoaatains  oC 
Albania. 

The  conduiS:  of  the  Ruffian  agents  to.hinn 
vasthe  moft  fcandalous^  ThepeculaticMiofall 
tJiofe  eutrufted  at  a  diftance  with  the  em* 
pref^'s  money  was  become  fo  glaring  and 

common, 
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fJommoD,  that  they  looked  on  it  as  their  owa 
property.  -  Lambro  was  fufFered  to  be  im^ 
prifoned  for  debts  contrafted  for  his  arma^ 
jnents,.  and  was  only  releafed  by  the  cpntri^- 
butions  of  his  country ipen. 

In  the  fpring  of  1 79 1 ,  an  armament  was 
prepared  in  England  to  fail  for  the  Baltic,  to 
force  the  cmprefs  to  make  peace.  The  fcii^g 
of  Pruflia  was  ready  to  co-operate  by  land* 
Jiifteadof  the  fleet,  Mr.  Fawkener  arrivfed  at 
Peterfburgh."  It  was  ftill  undetermined  by 
the  emprefs,  whether  fhe  fhould  brave  Eng- 
land and  Pruffia  (though  from  the  turn  af- 
fairs had  taken  in  England,  and  the  arrival 
of  another  ambaflador,  flie  was  affured  fhe 
had  little  to  fear  from  our  fleet,  and,  confe- 
quently,  little  from  the  Pruflian  army)  or 
make  peace  with  the  Turks  on  the  conditions 
<he  had  confented  to  when  Ihe  was  more  {q* 
rioufly  alarmed. 

'  In  this  uncertainty  a  courier  was  kept  ready 
to  depart  with  inftrudlions  to  General  Ta- 
inara.  The  king's  envoy  was  informed  of 
this  circumflance,  and  would  have  learnt 
immediately  the  contents  of  the-  difpatcby 
which  would  have  made  him  acquainted  with 
the  emprels's  refblution  refpe6ling  the  pro- 
fccution  of  the  war,  or  cpnfenting  to  peace* 
The  courier,  how^^ver,  was  not  dilpatched. 
The  bufinefs  was  terminated  with  the  king*!i 
.  '  '  joint 
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joint  envoys.  Prince  Potemkin  departed  for 
the  army,  and  on  his  road  learnt  the  vidory 
gained  by  Repnin  over  the  Vizir's  army,  and 
the  figning  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace*  Se- 
cret orders  had  been  ient  to  Repnin,  asfooa 
as  the  emprefs  had  reiblvcd  to  conclude  a 
peace,  which  he  fortunately  executed  ;  and  it 
is  certain  thjit  he  received  a  copy  of  the  ar* 
rangement  made  with  the  king's  minifters^ 
before  he  iigned  the  preliminaries.  Impedir 
ments  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  the  de- 
parture of  the  meflenger  difpatched  to  Con- 
itaiitinople,  fo  that  he  did  not  arrive  till  any 
interference  of  our  ambafiador  could  be  of  no 
«iFea- 

It  is  plainly  to  be  feen,  that  though  the 
•emprefs  pretended  fhe  had  of  her  own  accord 
(and  before  the  arrangement  with  His  Ma* 
jefty  was  known  to  her  general)  concluded^ 
peace,  the  interference  of  His  Majefty  m 
bringing  about  that  event  had  a  weighty  ef* 
feft- 

When  the  news  of  the  figning  the  prelimi- 
naries reached  the  Ruffian  fleet,  it  had  beaten 
the  Turks  in  the  Black  Sea,  and  was  purfuing 
thorn  into  the  channel  of  Coaftantinople, 
where  they  muft  inevitably  have  been  de- 
ilroved.  Had  the  Ruffian  admiral  been  a 
jnan  of  more  experience,  they  might  all  hav^ 

been  taken  in  the  engagements 

Thus 
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•  Thus  ended  a  war^  which,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  interference  of  Great  Britain  ahd 
Pruflia,  would  have  placed  the  emprefs's 
grandfon  on  the  throne  of  Conflantinople ; 
and,  had  not  circumftances  imperioufly  pre- 
fcribed  to  them  the  part  they  a^led,  we  (hould 
have  had,  in  Ruflia  and  Greece,  allies  which 
would,  long  ago,  have  enabled  his  majefty 
and  the  emperor,  in  all  human  probability, 
to  have  humbled  a  foe,  which  now  threatens 
all  Europe  with  total  fubverfion,  and  even 
to  becpftie  the  inftrument  of  emancipating 
Greece  from  the  Turkifli  tyranny,  not  to  be- 
come an  independent  people,,  but  to  be  op- 
preffed  by  a  worfe  tyranny,  under  the  name 
of  liberty. 

The  Suliotes  ftill  maintain  their  indepen- 
dence ;  they  were  often  attacked  by  the 
Turks,  but  were  as  often  fuccefsful ;  they 
fought  feventeen  battles  or  (kirmifhes,  the 
moft  confiderable  of  which  had  nearly  beea 
fatal  to  them,  as  appears  by  the  following 
jpaper,  communicated  to  me  by  a  drogoman, 
now  in  the  Britifli  fervice,  which  will  throw 
much  light  on  the  charafter  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Epirus  ;  and  it  contains,  beiides,  very 
curious  and  interefting  matter.  The  authen- 
ticity  of  what^  he  relates  cannot  be  called  in 
queftion,  as  it  very  exaftly  agrees  with  every 
other  account  I  have  received. 
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*  ill  ^79^9  being  in  th«  French  fcrvice  iA 
interpreter,  I  was  fent  from  Saionico  by  the 
French  cx)niiu];^  Mr.  Cofcnery,  on  fbnve  bufi-* 
nefs .  regarding  the  conlulfliip,  to  Ali  Pafiia^ 
at  Yanina,  the  capital  of  Epirus.  I  arrived 
thene  the  lA  of  May^  and  :found  the  paflia 
making  great  preparaliions  for  war*.  I  found 
alfo  there  the  French.conful  of  Prevefa,  Mr. 
de  la  .Sala  (a  defcendant  of  the  Salas,  who 
betrayed  the  Morea  to  the  Turks,  when  in 
the  pdffeflion  of  the  Venetians)  and  adiing  ad 
conaymiflary^  not  only  to  provide  timber  iii 
Jipinus  for  the  French  navy,  but  alfo  for  re- 
volutionizing that  country. 

^  He  communicated  to  me  his  commiflion^ 
iiifinuating,  that  if  I  would  affift  him,  I  might 
<ape£t  grciat  rewards.  One  day,  when  we 
sB^cre  with  Ali  JPaflia,  our  converfiition  turned 
vipon  theiFrcnchrcvQlutian,whichwasalways 
astroduced  with  a  view  to  excite  him  to  throw 
jpff  all  obedience  to  the  porte.  The  paiha 
&id  to  us — "  Tou  wi///ee  that  Ali  Pajhuy  the 
^fucceffor  ^f  Piros  (Pyrrbus)  will  furpafs 
^  him  in  every  kind  of  enter pri^^ 

^The  paiha  continued  to  aflemble  troops 
without  making  known  his  intentions.  .  In 
July, hisarmy  confifted  of  20,000  good  Turk^ 
ifh  foldiers,  who  were  the  more  formidable^ 
as  they  were  all  Albanians.  He  then  de- 
clared, tjiat  his  defign  was  to  attack  the  Ma- 

'  homedan 
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homedantowtiof  Argirocaftro,  fituated  twelve 
leagues  diftaiit  ^rom  Yanina,  which*  would 
not  be  ^ovenied  by  a  perfbn  he  fent  for  that 
purpofe,  nor  ^njwife  fubmit  to  him.  With 
this  exciife  he  wrote  to  Captain  *  Bogia^and 
C^taixi  Giavella^  two  of  the  mf^ft  coiifideiv 
able  <>f  the  chiefs  of  the  Greek  inha:hitants  of 
the  roowitain  of  Sdii,  foraying  thc^n  to  meet 
him  wiih  ail  their  feW iers  or  companimis,  to 
atM  ill  hiB  e»|)editioii.  His  letter  was  ia 
modern  Greek,  ^of  which  the  foHowing  is  a 
ct)py,  Which  I  infert,  that  the  learned  reader 
iiaay  fee  how  much,  or  how  little^  it  differs 
from  the  ancient. 

^iAoijCAB  KaTTiray  Mfro^i*  >^  KaTriTak  T^aStXAa,  Jy« 

a^  v«^Aix«f /am' <r<a((  74tt   f  temTiMi    ^ii%u>  ffiydXf^  ^^etx> 

cJOuf  oii-a  XfltCiri  t^v   yj a^ni'  /a5,  y«  ju«/^o^£ti  oXocr^;  t«     ' 
^«XX#x«fi«i  xj  >«  iXfi«T£  v«  ^£  tuffTi  ^(Ay«  wotywyua'^o^ 

ipQca  ;^ft*av  .  a^o  X^yatra^,  7^  jU£vw  .  >a  W«  rnv  ftXixp 
cfltff  ?^  T^v  iyxvfiv  ifri  Ix^rs  .Jwt  X^ya  /its'  ^  Xac^cruK 
d'eX.Cf.Ivfti  JuxXo?  AT  orov  Ji^C(}  si;  rii? 'A^Cawr^  iiA  <^ 
7^  "W  Tar«cXXiXflf^<fl«raff  ?ft;j«  zirw^  Jvai  -n-oXXa  fJi'iyA\6rt^% 
4»wo  r»H>  i^MCtjv  T«C«  Xwirov  lyoo  ih  TS'uyta  m  zsroXjurrd 
«rpJv  *«  Ixftifi  itf"**?,  ^  «•«?  x«f rrf to  eXXiyo^a   >a  fXSiTf* 

•  The  Greeks  call  their  chiefe  oaptaixis, 

VERBAL 


384  C  H  A  P  T  E  R      I3ti 

VERBAL  TRANSLATION* 

"  A^  friendSy  Captain  Bogia  and  Captain  Gia* 

vellay  /,  J  It  PaJkUy  falute  youy  and  kifs  pur  tyes^ 

becdufe  I  tvell  know  your  courage  and  heroic  minds ^ 

It  appears  to  m^  that  I  have  great  need  of  yoUy  tkere^ 

forey  I  entreat  you  immediatelyy  when  you  receive  my 

letter y  to  ajjepible  all  your  heroesy  and  come  to  meet 

tncy  that  I  may  go  to  fight  my  enemies.     This  is  the 

hour  and  the  time  that  I  have  n^ed  of  you.    I  expeQ  to 

fee  your  friendfhipy  and  the  love  which  you  kan)efor 

me.     Your  ^ay  fhall  be  double  that  which  I  give  to 

the  AlhanianSy  becaufe  I  k^ow  that  your  courage  is 

greater  than  theirs ;  therefore  I  will  not  go  to  fi^ht 

before  you  comey  and  I  expeEl  thai  you  will  come  fom*. 

This  only^  and  I  falute  you  J^ 

*  I  was  prefent  when  the  paiha^s  Greek  le-* 
cretary  wrote  this  letter^  and  I  took  a  copy  of 
it,  it  not  appearing  to  him  or  to  me  as  ^ 
jnatter  of  fecrecy* 

*  All  Pafha  is  an  Albanian  of  Tepe-delleii } 
ion  of  Veli  Pafha,  who  governed  a  part  of 
Albania;  though  a  Mihomedan,   he  Under* 

.ilands  Very  little  Turkifh,  and  fpeaks  only 
iGreek  and  the  Albanian  language,  which  is  a 
imixture  of  Slavonian,  Turkifh,  Greeks  and  a 
V  few  old  French  words,  but  perfeftly  unintel» 

ligible  to  thofe  who  underftand  all  thefe  Ian* 

guages. 

^  On 
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*  On  receiving  this  flattering  letter^  th6 
chiefs  held  a  council  with  their  men;     Gap* 
fain  Bogia,  ^nd  the  majority  of  the  foldiers, 
thought  the  pafha's  propofal  was  only  a  ftra- 
tagem  to  get  them  into  his  power,  and  make 
hirafelf  mafter  of  their  mountain.     Captain 
Bogia,  in  confequence,  wrote  to  the .  pafha, 
that  he  received  his  letter  with  great  refpe^l 
and  fubmiffion,.and  was  himfelf  ready  to  obey 
his.  orders .;  but  as  he  could  not  perfuade  his 
people  to  follow  him,  it  was  unneceflary  for 
him  to  go  alone.     Captain  Giavella,  either 
through  avarice  or  ambition,  was  induced  to 
comply  with  the  pafha's  requeft^  and  went  to 
his  army,  though  only  with  feventy  men.    He 
was   received  with  great   marks  of  friend- 
(hip.     The  pajfha  and  his  army  marched  four 
leagues  on  the   road   towards  Argirocaftro„ 
and   encamped;   but  he   fent  an  advanced 
jpoft,  confining  of  400  men,  under  a  buluk- 
bafliee,  as  far  as  the  town,  and  the  people 
mating ,  a  fortie,  a  Ikirmiih  enfued^     Gia* 
velli  and  his  nien  were  now  perfeftly  con-- 
vinced  of  the  paiha's  defign,  and  laid  afide  all 
fufpicion  ;  but  fix  days  afterwards  they  were 
all  feized  unawares,  as  they  were  diiperfed  in 
the  Tiirkidi  camp,  and  put  in  heavy  irons, 
exbept  three,  who,  getting  their  arms,  de- 
fended themfelves  till  they  were  fliin.     The 
lii.en  were  fent  to  Yanina,  and  imprifoned 

c  c  in 
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in  the  fmall  iflahd  which  is  in  the  Achefufiafl 
Lake,  on  the  banks  of  which  Yanina  ilands ; 
but  Giavelli  was  kept  in  the  canip*  The 
paiha  immediately  turned  hisrttarch  towards 
SuUi,  and  arrived  before  the  mountain  the 
next  day.  The  Suliotes,  who  are  always  on 
their  guard,  had  notice  of  the  paiha's  ap- 
proach, and  of  the  ftite  of  their  countrymen, 
fixTiours  before  he  arrived.  THey  afferabled, 
iand  gave  the  comrhand  in  chief  to  Captain 
Bogia,  whofe  abilities  they  knew/ 

The  mountain  of  Sulli,  or  Caco-lulli,  fo 
called  on  account  of  the  ill  the  Turks  have 
experienced  from  them,  is  lituated  eight 
leagues  from  Santa-maura  (or  Leucas)  in  the 
Ionian  Sea,  having  Preva{a(Nicopoli$)  to  the 
fouth- weft,  diftant  ten  leagues ;  Yanina  to  the 
caft,  twelve  leagues ;  and  ibuth-eaft,  Arta, 
diftant  eight  leagues. 

To  the  foiith,  this  mountain  joins  the  Chi- 
maera  mountains,  which  are  inhabited  alfo 
by  independent  Greek  Chriftians,  allies  of 
the  Suliotes.  On  the  eaft,  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain,  is  a  fine  plain  of  about  fix 
fquare  leagues,  which  is  very  fertile;  in  it 
they  have  built  four  villages,  for  the  purpofe 
of  eultivating  the  land ;  but  in  time  of  danger 
the  inhabitants  fly  to  the  mountain.  -There 
being  no^water  in  the  plain,  they  have  fuiit 
cifterns  or  refervoirs  to  colle6l  the  tain.. 
8  The 
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The  mountain  is  a  natural  ftrong  *fortrefs. 
I^i^ee' fides  are-perpendicular  precipices  to  thd 
bottom.  'The  top  of  the  mountain  they  call 
Tripa,  Which  fignifies  9  cavity.  There  is  only 
6ne  narrow  fteep  paflage  to  afcend  to  it,  and  it 
is  defended  by  three  towers,  nearly  a  mile  dif* 
tant  from  each-  6ther,  fituated  on  eminences, 
Where  the  road  is  moft  difficult.  The  afcent 
is  about*three  miles  long.  In  the  firft  mik 
there  is  a»  village  cilled 'Kapha,  which  fignifies 
tojp  or  fummit. 

^On  the  fide  towards  ^Ghimaera  there  is  a 
fmall  brook,  formed  '  by  the  melting  of  the 
fiiow  of  thofe  mountains,  from  which,  in  cafe 
of  need,  ^  the  inhabitants  of  Sulli  get  water,  by 
letting  'down  ipotiges,  as  the  iides  are  not  even 
enough  to  "let  down  any  kind  of  bucket  or 
*tfe€r  vcflel;  and  this  water  cannot  be  cut  off 
by  the  Turks,^as  it  is  defended  by  the  heights 
df  the  mountains. 

^  Captain  Bogia  ordered  corn  to  be  carried 
^from  the^villages  to  the  Tripa,  for  fix  months 
jprdvifion,  as  it  is  always  kept  in  readinefs  to 
he  tranfported ;  th"e  four  villages  were  then 
evacuated;  half  of  the  inhabitants  went  to 
Kapha,'  and  the  others*  to  Tripa,  their  lafl: 
iifylum,  which'  will  contarii  ten  thoufand  men. 
Thefe  dilpofitions  being  made,  he  threw  into 
rtie  ciftern^  hogs  and  lime,  and  other  naftinefs, 
|p  prevent  the  Tufks  ufing  the  water. 
'      '-  -c  c  2  *  The 
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*  The  pafha  encamped  in  the  villages,  and* 
furrounded  the  mountain  at  a  diflance,  to  pre- 
vent their  receiving  afliftance  of  troops  from 
the  Chimaeriotes,  or  ammunition  from  St. 
Maura  or  Prevafe,  whence  they  are  always 
liipplied.  The  main  body  of  the  Turkiih 
army  in  the  villages  was  commanded  in  per- 
fbn  by  the  pafha;  the  corps  towards  Chi- 
msera  by  his  fon  Mokhtar,  pafha  of  Arta 
(of  two  tails)  and  Captain  Prognio,  a  chief  of 
the  Paramathian  Albanefe;  the  fide  towards 
Prevafa,  by  Mamed  Bey  and  Ofman  Bey  his 
brother ;  that  on  the  fide  of  Arta,  by  Soli- 
man  Giapar,  another  chief  of  the  6me  Al- 
banian  town  of  Paramathia,  a  man  of  eighty- 
five  years  of  age,  tall,  and  of  a  fine  gigantic 
ilature,  having  no  appearance  of  age  but  the 
liiowy  whitenefsof  his  beard ;  he  had  with hirai 
eleven  fons  from  thirty  to  fixty  years  of  age, 
all  tall  and  flrong;  like  their  father:  their, 
bodily  flrength  aixl  perianal  courage  caufed 
them  to  be  looked  on  as  heroes,  and  gave 
them  a  remarkable  fuperiority  andong  their 
countrymen:  they  went  together,  that  if 
one  fell  the  others  might  revenge  his  death ; 
for  among  thefe  people  it  is  the  cuflom, 
that  relations  go  to  the  war  together  to 
revenge  each  other's  de^th.  •  Thole  who 
have  the  greatefl  numbe^r  of  relations  are 
the  mofl  powerful  families^  and  the  fa- 
thers 
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tbers    of   the   principal  families   are  their 
chiefs/ 

.  I  will  Ipeak  a  Jittle  on  the.  liibjed  of  thefe 
Pararnathian  Albanefe;  Their  town  is  fitu- 
ated  twelve  leagues  diftant  from  Yan^ina; 
they  poflefs  a  territory  of  twelve  leagues  iu 
.  circumference,  and  can  bring  into  the  fiejd 
^0,000  men.  Their  country  is  fb  moun- 
tainous and  inacceffible^  that  they  have  never 
been  conquered  by  the  Turks.  How  they  be- 
came Mahomedans  they  do  not  know  them- 
ielves  exa6lly ;  fome  of  them  fay,  that  when 
the  Turks  firft  invaded  thefe  countries,  they 
made  peace,  on  condition  of  becoming  Ma- 
homedans, andpreferving  their  independence. 
They  Ipeak  Greek,  and  know  no  other  lan- 
guage; they  look  on  the  .Turks  and  other 
Albanian?  as  effeminate,  and  hold  them  in 
the  utmofl  contempt.  They  have  no  regular 
government;  each  family  or  relationfhip 
(clan)  adminiflers  juftice  among  themfelves. 
The  largefl  clans  have  the  mofl  influence  in 
the  country  in  all  public  or  general  matters. 
They  are  careful  not  to  kill  aperfon  of  another 
kindred,  as  the  relations  revenge  his  death, 
and  when  once  bloodfhed  is  thus  begun,  it 
goes  on  till  one  of  the  clans  is  extin<3:.  They 
always .  carry  their  guns  with  them,  whei>- 
^ver  they  go  out  of  their  houfes,  and  never 
quit  them ;  even  at  home  they  are  not  with- 

C  c  2  '  out 


cut  pifteid  m  their  girdles ;  at  nigfet  tRey  ptit ' 
them  under  their  pillows,  and  lay  their  gon 
by  them  befide.  The  6xnt  precautions  arc 
obferved  in  aB  tHefe  parts,  exce^  in  the 
tbwtk  g(  Yanina,  There  are  amoftgft  the 
Paramathians,  however,  a  confiferable  niKn* 
bcr  of  Greek  Chriftians,  who  all  Hvc  in  the 
iame  manner.  Thofe  who  are  Mahometlans^ 
know;  little  of  their  religion,  or  pay  little 
regard  to  it;  their  women  are  not  veiled; 
they  drink  wine,  and  intermarry  with  the 
Chriftians.  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  they  will 
iK)t  eat  pork ;  but  if  the  hufband  and  wife  are 
of  difFereut  religions,  they  make  no  Icriiple  of 
boiling  in  the  fame  pot  a  piece  of  pork  and 
a  piece  of  mutton. 

All  ftrangers,  Turks,  Europeans,  Greeks, 
or  others,  who  happen  to  pafs  on  their  terri- 
tory, or  are  caught  by  them,  are  carried  to' 
their  public  market,  and  theie  fold. 
'  *  Being  one  day  at  Yauina,  at  the  Greek 
archbi(hop*s   houfe,   I  faw   a    Piedmontcle 
prieft,  who,  travelling  in  thefc  parts,  had 
been  feized  by  the  Paramathians,  and  feH  5 
his  ftory,  as  related  to  me  by  the  prelate,  iff 
as  follows :   Soliman   Giapar  being  at  his 
Hbufe  one  day  on  a  vifit,  told  him,  that  he' 
had  bought  a  Frank  for  four  piafjres,  hvtt 
that  be  was  good  for  nothing;  and  though  he' 
Veat  him  daily,  Jaccould  not  ixftkehim:do  {q' 

much 
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much  work  as  his  bread  was  worth ;  he  wovld 
therefore,  he  faid,  when  he  got  home,  kill 
him  as  a  ufelefs  beaft.  The  archl;)ifhop  of* 
fered  to  buy  him  for  the  four  piaftres  he  had^^  ^ 
cpft,  aixd  to  pay  the  money  immediately,  ij( 
Ciapar  would  give  fecurity  (for  here,  no  onp. 
truAs.  another).  The  bargain  Ipeing  fettled,* 
the  Frank  was  fent :  he  proved  tp  be  a  man, 
of  learning,  and  the  archbifhop  eflabliihedir 
a  fchool  under  hi§  dircftipn  at  Yanina,  fon 
(3 reek  children.  When  I  was  there,  he 
gained  fifty  and  fixty  piaftres  a  month,  and 
was  ib  pleafed  with  his  fituation  and  the 
kindnefs  of  the  archbifhop,  that  he  had  re- 
(blyed  to  remain  in  tipiat  country,  and  marry.' 

A  ftranger  might  travel  into  thefe  moun-. 
tains,  and  would  be  treated  hoipitably  by  the 
inhabitants,  if,  while  he  was  in  a  neigh- 
bouring country,  he  put  himfelf  under  the 
proteftion  ot  a  Pararaathian,  who  would  giv6 
lecurity  for  his  being  brought  back  Cafe. 

*  But  to  return  to  the  pa(ha*s  expedition. 
The  fecond  day  after  the  army  had  encamped 
in  the  plains  of  SuUi,  the  pafha  caufed  Cap- 
tain Giavella  to  be  brought  before  him,  and 
told  him,  that  if  he  would  inform  him  how 
he  could  g?t  pofleflion  of  the  mountain,  h^ 
would  not  only  fpare  his  life,  but  make  him, 
bejuk-bafhee  of  the  province.  Giayelli  an-^ 
fwered,  that  if  he  would  fet  Jiim  at  liberty,  he 

c  c  4  would 
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would  go  to  the  mountain,  and  engage  his 
party,  and  at  leaft  half  the  inhabitants,  ta 
fubgtiit  to  him,  and  take  up  arms  a^inft 
Bogia ;  that  by  thefe  means  he  could  intro- 
duce the  pa(ha*s  troops  into  the  Tripa,  when 
the  other  party  would  alfo  be  glad  to  make 
their  peace  without  fighting.  The  palha 
aiked  him  what  Security  he  would  give  for 
his  performing  his  promifes.  Giayella  an- 
swered, he  would  give  him  as  ah  hoftage  his 
only  fon,  a  boy  of  twelve  years  of  age,  who 
w^as  dearer  to  him  than,  his  own  life,  that  if 
he  deceived  him  he  might  put  his  fon  to 
death.  Giavella  accordingly  called  his  fon 
down  from  the  mountain ;  but  as,  fbon  as  he 
got  to  the  mountain  himfelfj^  he  wrote  to  the 
pafha  as  follows ; 

•  ^  •  AH  PaJImf,  I  am  glad  I  have  deceived  a  traiier  j 
/  am  here  to  defend,  my  country  againjl  a  thief.  My 
fon  will,  be  put  to  death,  but  I  will  defperately  revenge 
him  before  I  fall  myfelf  Some  men,  like  you  Turksy 
will  fay  I  api  a  cruel  father  to  facrifice  my  fon 
for  my  ownfafety.  /  anfwer,  {f  P^  ^^^^  ^^^^  moun- 
taiuy  my  fon  would  have  been  killed^  with  all  the  reft  of 
my  family  and  my  countrymen  i  then  I  could  not  have 
revenged  his  death.  If 'We  are  viSlorious,  I  may  have 
other  children^  my  wife  is  young.  If  my  fon,  young  as 
he  isy  is  not  wilHng  to  befatrificedfor  his  country y  he 
is  not  worthy  to  livCy  or  to  be  owned  by  me  as  my  fon. 
Jdvancey  traitor y  I  fm  impatient  to  be  revenged.  I 
^myourfworn  enemyy  Captain  Giavella'^ 

'  Tbfr 
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. '  '    The  Greek  original  was  : 

Ax*   Ha.o'taj  p^aif o^ai  ottS   f yfXaca  iveiv  ioXioVy  ufj^cu 
i^yog  [AH  S'lXn  aJTofifiJVf*    syw    i[A(»>g  avlhvifoug   ^sXco   rov 

Ix^lXfiO'ft)    Vft¥    V»     ilTQ^AVU*        XATTiOl  T^^XOI   KA^CO^  itTlVa 

c'lQCiTtay  70V  f/oV  fAH  SiOL  roy  ifticoy  [/,»  Mr^ofAov  otiroxgivofAAiy 
l^Ti  ay  sorv  uru^etg  ro  ^avov  ^iXyig  <rxoTO(r>jf  rov  yoy  ^jr 
fAi  TP  i-uFiXitroy  rng  pot[A(?^eiocs  [au  x^  T8f  s-vvrrxtgiorif  (Aji^ 
T^Tff  iiy  ^ot  fA'7s:oP€a'<t)  yc^  tyiiiytr^trta  rov  d'auotroy  th  ds^q^ 
av  yiHn(r(a[Aty  ^sXsi  ip^w  a\\x  'Sfi5i»  n  yiviKX  [ah  r,yxi  ytx* 
sxy  Q  yog  [ah  ysog  xa9<o;  nuat  Ssy  [Asvti  i^^ct^TiiAiuog  va 
S'uiTiar^  J*a  Tijy  tffos^r^iSd  t»,  axjrog  Siy  tiucct  u^^og  ya 
^mn  9^  vot,  tyywpi^iTO^i  dg  yog  [ah.  w^op^ojijo-f  ctVirs  UfAo^i 
ayvTrofAoyog  y»  cxJ'ixnS^* 

^Eyw  0  ofAoaiASvbg  £;^8fo?  c5, 

^  The  paiha  did  not  think  proper  in  his 
rage  to  put  the  hoftage  immediately  to  death, 
but  fent  him  to  Yanina,  to  his  fon  Velimbey, 
who  governed  in  his  abfence.  I  was  prefent 
when  the  boy  was  brought  before  him :  he 
anfwered  the  queftion  put  to  him  with  a  cou- 
rage and  audacioufnefs  that  aftonifhed  every 
one.  Velim-bey  told  him,  he  only  waited 
the  piafha's  orders  to  roaft  bim  alive.  I  don't 
fear  you,  the  boy  anfwered  ;  my  father  will 
do  the  fame  to  your  father  or  your  brother  if 
he  takes  them.  He  \vas  put  in  a  dark  prifon, 
^nd  fe4  Qx\  bread  and  wst?r« 

,*ThQ 


^  The  pafha  attacked  the  viUage  of  l^apha, 
and  was  repulfed  three  different  tiroes  with 
great  lofs,  but  Captain  Bogia  confidcring  ijie, 
disparity  of  numbers,  a3  the  Suliotes  hsA  Qojiy. 
9,00  m^n  in  the  Tripa,  reiblved  to  abemdoii 
this  pofty  which  the  Albanefe  took  poifeffi<»i: 
of  the  next  time  they  attacked  it,  though  with 
confiderable  lofs.  the  Suliotes  firing  at  them 
from  among  the  rocks  in  fafety. 

*  The  palha's  trdops,  liifFering  very  much 
'  through  want  of  water,  which  was  brought  to 
them  fix  leagues  on  horfes,  as  ?ill  thofe  who 
attempted  to  fetch  water  from  the  bfQok  un- 
der the  Sulli  mountain  were  killed  by  ftones 
tl:te  women  rolled  down  on  theqci,  or  (hot  by 
the  men,  begaii  to  mutiny ;  the  pafha  there- 
fore determined  to  florm  the  Tripa  the  next 
day,  and  having  affembled  the  principal  'x>f^ 
ficers,  and  chofen  800  Albanians,  he  difplayed 
all  his  treafure  in  his  tent,  which  confifted 
of  Venetian  ducats,  and  told  them,  it  ihould 
all  be  diflrjbuted  among  them  if  they  todc 
Tripa  ;  and  that,  befides,  they  fhould  have  aJl 
the  immenfc  riches  which  it  was  known  were 
there.  The  next  day  the  800  Albanians^ 
having  at  their  head  Mehmetember,  aijd  ia 
the  main  body  two  fons  of  Soliman-  Ciapar» 
and  in  the  rear  Captain  Brogno,  marched  ta 
the  afTault,  and  drawing  their  fabres,  declared 

they 
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they  would  ifot  Iheathe  them  till  they  were 
vi6lorious. 

^  CsjAdin  Bogla  left  400  men  to  garrifoa 
Tripa^  and  lent  four  hundred  to  lie  in  ara-^ 
bufcade  in  the  foreft  on  each  fide  of  the  road, 
with  orders  not  to  attack  till  the  fignal  agreed  , 
on  was  made  from  the  fecond  tower,  in  which 
he  Ihut  himfelf  up  with  fixty  men,  and  fronv 
whence  hy  means  of  fignals,  he  commanded 
the  movements.  Giavella  went  with  the 
troops  into  the  foreft  like  a  common  foldier, 
the  better  to  take  his  meditated  revenge.  The 
ambuibade  was  commanded  by  Demetrius^ 
Bogia's  Ion.  - 

^  Th^  head  of  the  Albanian  column  ad- 
vanced without  mokftation  as  far  as  the  fe- 
cond tower,  which  they  fiirrounded,  and  lum- 
moned  B^gia  to  furrender.  He  replied,  he 
Gould  not  truft  himfelf  to  them,  but  would 
fubmit  to  Captain  Brogno  when  he  arrived  ; 
they  therefore  marched  further  up  towards 
Tripa,  leavinghim,  as  they  thought,  apriipner. 
The  palha*^  army,  feeing  the  Albanefe  had 
advanced  without  refiftance  to  the  top  of  the 
ixiountain,  and  fearing  to  be  deprived  of  a 
Ihare  of  the  plunder  of  Tripa,  left  their  tents, 
and  ran  up  the  mountain  with  Ihputs  of  vic- 
tory. When  Bogia  faw  that  the  enemy,  in 
number  about  4,000,  bad  advanced  to  the 
third  tower,  which  was  near  the  Tripa,  he 
:     '  ^  rang 
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rang  a  bell,  the  iignal  for  a  general  attack, 
which  was  a  general  flaughter :  theambufcade 
prevented  any  returning.  "They  were  in  every 
part  expofed  to  the  fire  of  the  Suliotes,  who 
were  covered  by  the  rocks  or  the  trees,  and 
from  the  fecond  tower  Bosfia  made  great 
havoc.  The  women  from  the  heights  roUpd 
down  great  ftones,  which  for  that  purpofe  are 
always  piled  up.  ,The  enemy  defended  them- 
felves,  when  the  Suliotds  came  out  to  meet 
them,  with  great  obftinacy;  they  were,  how- 
ever, all  killed,  except  140,  who  furrendered 
themfelves  priloners.  Among  them  was  a  ion 
of  Solimaa  Ciapar,  and  many  offjceirs.  The 
Suliotes  had  fifty-fev^n  killed  and  twenty- 
feven  wounded.  Giavella  was  among  the  flain. 
After  (hooting  from  the  ambufcade  a  great 
number  of  the  enemy,  he  fallied  out  with 
fbme  of  his  friends,  to  avenge  the  fuppofed 
death  of  his  fon,  and  to  fight  till  all  the  enemy 
were  killed,  or  he  himfelf  fell.  After  mak- 
ing a  great  havoc  among  the  enemy,  into  the 
thickeil  of  whofe  ranks  he  had  run  forward 
with  defperate  valour,  he  fell,  covered  with 
wounds,  and  furrounded  by  heaps  of  flain. 

^  The  bodies  being  thrown  down  frpm  the 
rocks  into  the  Turkifh  camp,  ftruck  the  re- 
mainder of  the  army  with  fuch  a  panic  .that 
they  fled  with  great  precipitation  towards 
Yanina,  and  abandoned  the  paflia.     Bogia 

profited 


POLITICAL  STATE  OF  GREECE.         39/ 

profited  of  their  difbrder  to  fend  200  meriy 
who,  fallingon  the  rear,  cut  off  great  numbers. 
The  paftia  himfelf  efcaped  with  difficulty, 
and  killed  two  hprfes  before  he  got  back  tO; 
Yahina.  All  the  baggage,  ammunition,  arms,  ' 
provifions,  artd  the  pafha's  treafure,  fell  into 
the  hands  of  the  Suliotes,  befides  four  large 
cannon,  which  they  drew  up  to  the  Tripa, 
and  which  were  a  great  acquifition  to  them. 

*  The  other  corps,  towards  Prevafa,  Arta, 
and  Chimaera,  followed  the  example  of  the. 
main  body,  and  reached  Yanina  in  great 
hafte.  So  great  indeed  was  their  panic,  that 
none  of  them  ftopt  till  they  got  within  the 
walls  of  the  city,  thinking  they  wereilill  pur- 
filed  by  the  Suliotes.  .     \ 

*  In  the  mean  time,  the  communication  be- 

I.  »        -  •  -K  ■ 

ing  opened  with  the  Chim*riotes,  the  Sulian 
army  increafed  in  two  days  fo  much,  that  they 
found  themfelves  ftrong  ,enough  to  offer  the 
pafha  battle  in  the  open  plains.  They 
marched  to  an  eftate  of  the  paflia^s  near  Ya- 
nina, and  took  pofTeffion  of  it,  whence  they 
fent  him  a  letter,  threatening;  to  take  him 
prifoner  in  his  har^m;  They  purilied  the 
ParamathiaiTS  into  their  cQuntry,  where  they 
cut}  down  the  trees,  and  drove  away  vaft  herds 
of  cattle  and  flocks  of  flieep  to  Sylli. 
.  *  The  p^fha,  apprehenfive  fqr  the  fafety  of 
his  capital,  fent  a  bilhop  to  p/opofe  peace  to 

the  ' 
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the  SuiiOtes.     It  was  concluded  on  'tkc  fel- 
lowing  conditions : 

*  I  ft.  That  the  pafha<:edes  to  the  Siiliotes 
all  the  territory  as  far  as  Dervigiana  (fix 
kagues  from  Yanina)  inclufively. 

'2,  That  air  the  Suliotes,  Who  were  jwi^ 
foners,  (hould  be  fet  at  liberty.  (Thus  Gia- 
vella's  fbn  returned  fafe  to  Sxilli.) 

^  3*  The  pafha  fhould  pay -100,000  piaftrcs 
asa  ranfbm  for  the  prifoncrs  the  Suliotes  had 
xnaUe* 

*  With  the  Paramathians  they  concluded  a 
feparate  peace,  as  they  are  not  tlependent  on 
the  pafha. 

*  The  conditions  were,  that  they  fhould  in 
future  be  allies,  and  that  they  fhould  on  all 
oecaiidns  iuecour  the  Suolites,  both  with 
men,  -arms,  and  provifions,  when  they  were 
at  war. 

*  Returned  home  to  their  mountain,  the 
Sulidtcs  divided  Ae  booty,  and  the  ioq,ooo 
piattres,-intO'five  parts  :  one  was  defliiied  to 
the  'repair  '6f  <ihurches,  which  tiie  Turks 
bad  damaged,  and  to  build  a  iiew  one  on 
the  Tripa,  dedicated  to  the  holy  virgin  j 
the  feeond  -|iart  'was  ^put  irtto  -the  public 
box  for  the  fervicp  'of'the  community ;' tibe^ 
third  was  equally  divided  among  all  the 
inhabitants,  without  diftinftion^^f  rank  "or 
age  ;  the  -tWo  '<fth^r  .parts  were'  diftiibutddf 

t« 
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to  the  families  of  thofe  who  had  loft  men  ia 
battle. 

*  This  peace  was  foon  hroken  by  the  pafha, 
who  was  twice  afterwards  defeated,  and  the 
Suliotes  gained  i^lll  greater  honour/ 

The  writer  of  this  journal  further  fays, 
that  in  this  country  there  are  ten  Greeks  to 
one  Turk ;  that  the  Sulian  army  always 
confifts  of  about  20,000  men,  including  their 
iieareft  neighbours  on  the  Chimagra  moun-^ 
tains.  He  points  out  how  eafy  it  would 
hiave  been  for  fhem  to  have  put  in  efTeft 
what  'their  chiefs  had  concerted  with  the. 
Ruffians.  But  I  avoid  entering  into  parti- 
culars, as  I  might  give  information  to  thofe 
who  woiild  make  a  bad  ufe  of  it. 

It  was  afterwards  difcovered,  that  the 
French  conlul,  Mr.  de  la  Salas,  had  advifed 
the  paiha  to  get  pofleffion  of  Sulli  and  Chi- 
maera,  as  then  he  would  have  nothing  to, 
fear  from  the  porte,  if  he  threw  off  all  obe-. 
dience ;  and  that  the  French  could  then 
fupply  him  with  artillery  and  ammunition^ 
&c.  Mr.  de  la  Salas  was  one  day  fhot  dead 
in  the  ftreet  at  Prevafa  by  a  captain  of 
Lambro's  fleet. 
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CHAPTER    t. 

^he  'Tuf^ktjh  Empire  conjidered^  with  regard  to 

its  Foreign  Relations. 

THE  preceding  pages  have  fhown  theJ 
internal  fituation  of  the  Turkifh  em-* 
pire ;  they  have  traced  the  progrefs  of  apowei" 
founded  ia  violence  and  rapine,  grovi^ing  up 
iti  tyranny  and  injuftice,  and  ultimately  verg- 
ing to  corruption  and  decay.  But  it  is  not 
enough  to  expofe  the  defefts  of  internal  con- 
ftitution  and  admin iftration ;  to  the  politician 
^it  miift  be  matter  of  ferious  enquiry  to  learu 
what  are  the  foreign  relations  to  which  thefe 
domeftic  arrangements  give  birth;  what  rank 
in  the  fcale  of  political  importance  fuch  an 
empire  has  obtained ;  and  how  its  exiflence 
has  afFe6ted,  and  its  approaching  annihilation 
wilt  afFe<5l  the  interefts  of  other  ftates*  This 
view  of  the  flibjed  nrtuft,  however,  be  taken 
with  great  caution- 
In  the  lyftem  of  Europe,  great  and  im-» 
portant  changes  have  taken  place,  and  the 
balance  of  power,  once  ia  fubjeft  of  fo  fftuch 

contention 
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cdntention  and  jealDufy^  has  received,  and 
is  daily  receivings  fuch  fhocks  as  feem  to 
threaten  its  total  fubverfion. 

In  the  midft  of  this  chaos  v^^e  may  flill, 
however,  perceive  the  outlines  of  two  grand 
combinations  of  interefts  dividing  Europe 
by  their  mutual  oppofition.  At  the  head  of 
thefe  confederacies  may  be  placed  the  two 
ancient  rivals  in  opulence  and  glory,  Great- 
Britain  arid  France  ;  and  however  we  may 
be  inclmed^  with  philofophers,  to  lament  that 
there  exift  irreconcileable  interefts,  or  poli- 
tical prejudices,  which  fow.  eternal  difcord 
between  nations,  on  account  of  their  vicinity 
and  power,  it  muft  be  reludlaritly  acknow- 
ledged, that  fuch  interefts  and  fuch  prejudices 
not  only  do  exift,  but  are  likely  to  become 
ftill  ftronger  on  the  part  of  the  French  rcf 
publicans,  who,  while  they  preach  univerfal 
liberty,  fraternity,  and  toleration  to  all  man- 
kind, aft  with  a  Ipirit  of  inveterate  hatred, 
delpotifm,  and  iilfufFerance,  which  the  nar- 
roweft  prejudices^  and  the  deepeft  depravity 
of  human  nature  could  only  produce. 

It  may  be  obferved,  that  thefe  two  powers, 
as  well  as  moft  of  thofe  that  rank  in  the  iirft; 
clals,  have  nearly  the  fame  relationfhip  of 
interefts  as  heretofore ;  but  the  inferior  ft:ates 
are  moftly  thrown  from  their  balance,  n^any 
of  them  either  totally  or  partially  anriihi- 

D  D  lated, 
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latdd^  and  ieveral  uiduced  to  ^m  aUianees 
diametrically  cppotite  to  their  foimcr  prin? 
ciples  of  policy. 

t  Iti  order  to  explain  the  conne^ioii  of 
Turkifh  poEties  with  the  general  iyftem  o( 
Europe,  it  will  be  ueceffary  t^  take  into 
Gonfideration  the  .particular  ioterefts  of  th^ 
different  powers,  and  to  ihow  their  relfttioiy 
to  the  |M:efent  or  any  future  ftate  of  that 
empire,  Previonfly  to  this,  however,  a  ge* 
neral  fketch  of  the  prefent  fitiiatioA  of  things 
may  tend  to  ehjjcidjtte  our  further  difquifi*? 
tions. 

The  attochment  of  Fraiice  to  Turkey  is 
rationally  founded  on  the  great  commerei^ 
advantages  which  ihe  enjoys  from  thiit  na* 
tion  ;  on  the  ufe  fee  roakes  of  the  porte  to 
form  a  diverfion  in  her  fgypuf ,  wheiieYer  ti» 
fituation  of  her  affairs  ontheco^tinj^nt  requires 
it ;  and  on  her  particular  jeajouly  of  Ru^^ 
^hicb,  by  obtaining  pofleflipft  of  the  pa^iage 
frota  the  Black  Spa,  might  fend  a  n^val  forc^ 
into  the  Mediterranean,  to  the  evident  dimi«> 
nution  of  the  French,  power  and  con)ii^rce«r 
The  local  {kmiioii  of  the  poffefJions  of  the 
houfe  of  Aujftria  has  ev«  made  it  an  phje6k 
of  jealoufy  to.  France ;  fhe  has,  therefore* 
laboured;  to.  crufh,  pr  at  leefl:  to  curb  that 
power,  and  finds  an  additioi^  bond  of  friend*, 
fliip  with  the  Tiirks  in  their  hoftiUty  to  the 

emperor* 
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tmperor.  Much  light  is  throwrl  on  this  fub- 
je6i:  by  the  papers  printed  at  Paris  fince  the 
revolution,  entitled  Politique  de  torn  ies  Ca^ 
himts  de  F Europe  pendant  Ies  Regnes  de  Leuis 
XK  it  XFL  It  there  plainly  appears  (did 
we  want  prcwfe  to  convince  us)  th^it  France 
coutiders  Spain,  PruiTia^  and  Turkey,  as  its 
beft  aiKl  moft  naturaV  allies ;  and  that  when- 
ever it  w-^  conne^fted  in  bonds  of  .amity  with 
Auftria,  it  never  conlSdered  that  alliance 
otherwife  thaxi  as  a  temporary  convenience, 
j^ttd  lecretly  entertained  fentiraents  hoftilc 
to  the  proiperity  of  that  houfe ;  that  it  rC'- 
garded  the  prefervation  of  the  Turks  as  a 
roatter  infinitely  more  important  to  her  than 
Pol^id  or  Sweden ;  that  its  jealoufy  and 
featr-ed  to  Rufll%  even  when  it  courted  her 
feiendfliip,  and  coticluded  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce with  her,  could  only  be  equalled  by 
§&$  hatred  and  its  jealoufy  of  Great  Britain. 
We  have  no  re^foii  to  believe,  that  the  re- 
public thinks  difierently* 

FratK:e  then  being  by  fyftem  the  avowed 
-or  fecret  enemy  of  the  two  imperial  courts,  it 
is  to  her  that  th^ powers  which  have  to  dread 
either  of  tho(fe  ctnirts  will  naturally  look  for 
Support  i 

Pruffia^  whofe  views  of  aggrandizement 
depend  in  a  great  meafufe  on  the  ruin  of  the 
4ioufe  of  Auftria  j  and   Sweden  and  Dea- 

D  b  2  mark, 
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mark,  who  both  look  with  envy  or  appre- 
henfioa  on  the  ftill  growing  power  of  the 
Ruffian  empire,  muft  be  induced  by  fuch 
motives  to  attach  themfelves,  when  they 
dare,  to  France,  and  of  confequence  muft  be 
inclined  to  fupport  the  Ottoman  power. 

It  is  by  other  views  of  policy  that  the  na- 
tions in  the  fouth  of  Europe  are  direfted  in 
forming  their  alliances  with  France.  Moft 
of  the  Italian  ftates,  by  their  comparative 
infignificance,  are  rendered  neceflarily  de- 
pendent,  and  by  their  fituation  muft  be  led, 
either  through  fear  or  policy,  to  court  the 
prote6lion  of  that  power;  while  Spain, 
ever  jealous  of  the  Britifli  naval  luperiority, ' 
ever  apprehenlive  for  the  fate  of  her  colo- 
nies, fees  in  France  alone  an  ally  fufficiently 
powerful  to  dilpel  her  fears  and  to  defepd 
her  inter^fts. 

The  realbns  alledged  for  the  connexion 
of  different  nations  with  France  will,  in 
their  converfc,  point  out  the  motives  for  al- 
liance with  Britain.  Among  the  fecondary 
powers  attached  to  us  are  Portugal  and  Na- 
ples; the  one  by  long  commercial  habits,  and 
a  fear  of  its  more  potent  and  dangerous 
neighbour,  Spain ;  the  other,  by  a  like  ap- 
preheniion  of  the  French  enmity,  leerctor 
avowed. 

On  the  fide  of  Auftria  we  fee  aor  ancient 

ally 
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ally  again  united  to  us  by  a  recent  treaty^ 
aricj  by  a  firailarity  of  interfeft,  which  muft 
continue  as.  long  as  the  fecret  or  avowed 
conneftion  fublifts  between  France^  Pruffia, 
and  Turkey. ... 

Ruflia,  which  has  rifen  to  its  prefeiit  im-^ 
portauce,  even  more  by  the  policy  of  its  mo- 
aarchs  than  by  the  greatnefs  of  its  popula- 
tion or  territory,  vaft  as  they  are,  may  in' 
fbme  meafiire  be  confidered  as  removed,  by 
its  northern'  fituation,  fo  far  from  the  Iphere 
of  European  politics,  that  it  may  occasion- ' 
ally^  and  at  its  option,  either  enter  into  themy 
or  preferve  a  neutrality,  as  beft  (iiits  its  pur- 
pofe ;  an  advantage  which  no  other  ftate  pof- 
fefles,  and  of  which  the  emprefs  is  perfc6Uy^ 
aware,  having  frequently  avoided  taking  part 
in  thofe  very  contefts  which  tended  to  pro- 
mote her  interefts.  Though  Ruffia  has  not' 
long  been  raifed  to  the  fituation  Ihe  how  oc- 
cupies, her  army  is  the  moft  formidable,  and 
has  many  advantages  over  every  other  mili- 
tary eftablifhment  in  Europe:  befides  a  great 
naval  force  in  the  Baltic,  flie  has  obtained  a- 
complete  fuperiority  oyer  the  Turkifti  fleet 
in  the  Black  Sea,  both  by  the  number  and 
excellence  of  her  ihips,-  and  the  (kill  and- 
courage  of  her  failors,  fb  that  fhe  can  open 
to  herfelf  a  paflage  into  the  Mediterranean, 
and  is  now  pofleffed  of  all  the  means,  fo  long' 
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juid  fo  perfeveringly  purfiied  from  tbe  tvM 
Pefcr  the  firft  took  Afoph  to  this  3ay,  oif 
tfct)uihikitkig  the  moiiftniu^  and  vmwkldf  de- 
fpotiihi  of  the  Ottomsri  fceptre  kk  Europe, 
The  emprefs  has  alfb  conceived  tine  vaft  und 
g^fterouQ  d^figii  c»f  delivering  Grciecc  firatliits 
bondage,  aud  of  eftablifliing  it  under  aprkicc 
i)f  its  own  religiottt  as  a  free  and  indcpc^-* 
d^nt  natipii.  It  was  not  bng  ago  the  pnK 
licy  of  the  Bf  itifli  cabinet  to  countcra6k  tfaefc 
themes  of  the  empreik  (with  what  ttsCm 
we  will  not  now  confider);  but  a  convifiioii 
of  the  fiflailarity  of  her  interefts  with  her  own 
now  prevails;  the  Turkifli claufe  (iiratt pre- 
ceding treaties)  was  given  np  in  the  treaty 
of  1 795^  and  a  war  between  Rufiia  and  Tor^ 
key  now  becomes  a  cafns  foederis  wirii  Great 
Bri^tai%  and  fkc  is  ju^^  oosfidered  as  our 
imft  yalvialde  and  rpoft  natund  idly. 

If  thiq  goieral  £ket<^  of  this  ^^^len>  o( 
Kuropc  lj^}uft^  it,  will  aflRird  a  clue  to  tfee 
iiK>tives  which  have  a^buat^,  and  ace  Kkdy 
to.  a<^^te  the  conduift  of  difibrontt  pawea^ia 
tjbelr  individual  j^latiofts* 

To  return  to.  France. — This,  txatino, 
0v^erver£bd  in  intri^Q  aud  feftilc  ifi^  pwBtir 
c^ii^,  has  api^eared  und^  ajll  dbcmnAaa^ccs 
tp  he  heft  iitftriaj6fed  with  regafd  t^  the  real 
ftate  of  Xurkev,  and  has  fluewa  ai  ccaavi^Kaii 
©f  the  we^l^#  <rf  i^3  ally;,  at  the  ytsy  tine 
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when  it  was  moft ,  neceflary  to  fupport  its 
iittpertance.  Thus  it  was^  that  when  the 
Couflt  d«  Vergennes  (who  by  a  loug  refi* 
dewe  at  the  porte  as  ambaflador,  had  ob- 
taitied  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  refburipes 
of  tj^e  empire)  was  diredied  by  the  Duie  de 
Chpifeul  to  excite  the  Turks  to  war  againft 
Iluflia^  he  ftated  the  naoft  Forcible  reafbns 
for  an  oppofite  hne  of  condu6l.  Thefe  rea- 
fous,  which  were  conclufive  with  the  nji- 
nii(ter,  were  founded  on  the  real  weaknefs  of 
the  Ottoman  empire,  and  the  falfe  ideas  of 
its  ilrength  entertained  by  feveral  courts  in 
Europe^  which  it  would  have  been  lb  impo^ 
lifeic  in  France  to  have  removed,  by  fuffering 
the  Turks  to  engage  in  a  war  deftru£tive  of 
feheir  reputation.  The  fame  Gou,nt  dc  Ver?i 
gennes,  when  1^  J>jecame  rixinifter,  inftrufted 
'Monfieurde  St*  Prieft,  to  ufe  every  argument 
which  might  indiK:e  the  T^rks  rather  to 
yield  to  the  demjfends  of  Ruflia  than  to  en- 
gage in  ^  war. 

The  arrangemenft  of  the  difpute  with  Ruf^ 
6a  in  J  778,  was  at  tended  with  Ibme  fingular 
ciT^:umftanc6s.  The  Turks  had,-  contrary  to 
the  treaty  of  Kainargi,  appointed  a  new  khan 
k&  the  Crim,  and  fenf  him  with  a  fleet  of 
ihips  of  war,  in  ihe  latter  end  of  1777,  to  the 
port  now  called  Sebaftopolis,  to  fupport  the^ 
Tatars,  wh^m  thiey  had  before  excited  to 
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rebel  againft  their  lawful  khan,  Shaheea-t 
Guerrai.  On  thefc  grounds  a  war  had  nearly 
broken  out,  when  the  porte,  after  holding  a 
fccret  divan,  fuddenly  refolved  on  peace,  and 
notified  their  determination  to  Mr.  Stachief, 
the  Ruffian  envoy.  He  applied  to  the  Eng* 
lifli  ambaffador.  Sir  Robert  Ainflie,  to  affift 
at  the  conference  to  be  held,  and  aft  as 
mediator  at  the  figning  of  the  accommoda- 
tion. Sir  Robert,  however  (doubtlefe  for 
good  reafons)  refufed,  and  Monfieur  de  St. 
Prieft  was  fent  for,  who  readily  accepted 
the  office,  and  France  appeared,  on  no 
other  ground  than  the  refufal  of  our  ambaf- 
fador, as  mediatiii.  From  this  time  Mon- 
fieur Stachief  was  fo  much  governed  by  the 
French  ambalTador,  that  his  court  thought  it 
neceflary  to  recal  him,  as  the  emprefs  by 
his  conduft  plainly  perceived  the  tendency  of 
the  French  councils  to  (upport  Turkey. 

In  1783,  when  Ruffia  found  it  abfblutely 
neceflary  for  her  own  fafety,  and  the  tran- 
quillity of  her  fubjefts,  who  were  continually 
expofed  to  the  incurfions  of  the  Tatars,  to 
take  pofleffion  of  the  Crim,  and  annex  it  to 
the  empire,  the  French  ftill  perfuaded  the 
Turks  to  yield  for  the  time  to  neceffity,  ancj 
rather  to  give  up  the  Crim  than  run  the  rifl; 
of  lofing  Conflantinople  itfclf. 

The  late  emperor  Jofeph  had  formed  witl^ 
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the  emprefs  the  plan  of  expelling  the  Turks 
from  Europe,  and  had  obtained,  as  he 
thought,  the  ' acquiefcence  of  France;  but 
■that  artful  power  unwilling  to-  hazard,  antl 
at :  that  moment  unable  to  fupport  an  opeu 
conteft  in  favour  of  the  Turks,  employed  all 
its  engines  in  fecret  manoeuvres  for  their 
caufe. 

The  imperial  courts  difcovered  thefe  de- 
figris,  but  not  before  France  had  prevailed  on 
Sweden  to  declare  war  againft  Ruffia,  after 
the  porte  had  imprudently,  and  contrary  to 
their  advice,  done  it,  and  had  by  means  of 
M.  de  Choifeul-GoufBer  negociated  a  fub- 
fidy  from  Turkey  to  the  Swedilh  monarch^ 
The  part  which  France  alfo  took,  not  only  in 
acquiefqing,  but  in  urging  Great  Britain  and 
Pruffia  to  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  Ruffia,  and 
fupport  the  king  of  Sweden  in  that  war,  was 
v^ell  known  to  the  two  imperial  courts. 

Since  that  time  Auftria  and  Ruffia  (other 
circumftances  having  intervened)  turned  their 
views  to  an  alliance  with  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  and  which  has  ftill  been  ftrengthene4 
by  the  declaration  or  triple  alliance  figned  in 
September  1795.  Towards  them,  there- 
fore, France  muft  retain  an  hoftile  dilpofi- 
tion,  while  her  conne61ionsf  with  Spain,  Pruf- 
iia,  Sweden,  and  Turkey,  refult  from  mutual 
gi)4  natural  interefts,  as  that  with  other  ftates 
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does  from  motives  of  depea^nct  and  &!& 
prefervatioR* 

$PAiK,  notwitbflacding  the  «xtentoffatr 
tef fitdries,  afcJ  the  imtrvsr^y  of  her  m- 
Purees  if  well  managed^  feems  to  hatie  been 
diegraded  zltnoik  to  the  r^ik  of  a  fecdoidaFj 
power.  Her  cokiisiai  podefiioBS,  the  &Airce 
of  her  apparent  Iplendor  and  of  her  pojitical 
^generacy,  have  become  mi  dbje^  of  fo  ifjach 
appreheniioa  to  her,  that^  undble  to  tely  oa 
her  own  force  for  their  prf&rvatioiny  fhe  m^ 
coiirt  the  alliance  of  a  niore  powerful  wi|^ 
hour.  Of  the  two  chief  i>aval  powers,  Brir 
tain  eoccites  the  greater  }eala\ify,  as  ptet^a^ding 
to  the  comiiiand  of  the  fea^  and  appean&g 
c:ver  isnteat  on  the  ^xtenfioft  of  her  coraaierce 
Ifctid  foreign^  podefiions.  This  ap.tipatby  is 
heigl^ened,  an  the  one  hand^  by  the  rcfeaC- 
fftent  with  which  Spain  views  cm  her  owfi 
coaft  the  Britifli-foTtrefe  of  Gibraltar^  as,  oa 
fte  €>ther,  her  attechtnent  ta  France  has  been 
therii^ted  by  intin^aey,  and  by  the  mutual  in- 
te/eft' wMch  they  havey  to  keep  t^ie  nortbera 
poWer§  out  of  the  Mediterf  ailkianw 

Of  the  iuftuence  of  political  opiaiotfjs 
(whether'  monarchical  or  republican)  in  cc^i- 
folidating  the  union  of  the  difFerei>t  parties 
I  forbear  at  prefQat  to  %*eakf  becatofe  the 
|)^iriciple^  which  are  here  laid  downr  a^  tbe 
feafis  of  foch  unianr  apply  tothte  eauatries 
Hiid^jr  \4hatever  form  of  government  they 

exift* 
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cs^.     So  long  as  different  natioos  retain  tht 
fame   relatiansi^  conimercial    and    political, 
which  they  now  bear  to  each  othef,  fo  lohg 
wrill  the  general   outlines  of  the  fyftem  of 
Europe^  and  i  its  grand  divifioas  of*-irrfereft, 
ifemaia  nearly  as  they  are  here  reprefentedi 
Opinion  may,  in  focae  inftaiices,-  be  a  motive 
jnore  forcible  than  the-  permanent  diftihdlions 
jof  inbereft,  as  in  the  cafe  of  the  late  war  be* 
tween  Spain  and  FraiKe  far  the  re-eilabliffi* 
meat  of    monarchy;    but   thefe  caufes  arc 
merely  temporary,  and  however  the  difpute 
laaay  terminate,  recurrerice  will  ever  be  bad  to 
thoie  principles,  whichy  being  founded  on  lo- 
eal  and  efibnddal  diftinftiofts^  have  the  great  eft 
poffiblc  degree  of  permanenc)-.     The  French 
jnepfubliK:  have  proved,  that  they  have  the  fame 
Botions  With  reipeS  to  the  aUiafice  with  Spain 
a&  the  jaieaiarchy  had ;  (the  family  carnpa6l 
ivas  fracEsetl  entirely  by  iia^tefeft;)  they  look 
oa  it  as  ^  them$fi  ij^ntial  as  well  as  the  tnvft 
^  nsiural  mkich  Frame  ean  form.'^^     Were 
mMiarchy  to    be   re-eftabliilied  in  France, 
Aoiald  we  have  made  an  ally  of  Louis  XVIfL 
CHT  a  friend  of  one  fingle  emigrant  ?     I  fpeak 
here  with  r^fpe6t  to  politica:!  connexion. 

Pftuss^iA,  which  has  been  led  forward  to 
fts  prefeat  emirrencc  by  a  train  of  fortunate 
invents,  muft'choofe  that  ally  which  wilt  beft 
^pable  it,  not  only  .tq  preleiTe  it?  fituation, 

but 
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bat  purfue  Jts  never-ceafing  proje6ls  of  ag- 
grandizement:  it  has,  perhaps,  fomctimes 
to  choole  between  France  and  Ruffia ;  but  it 
cannot  rely  on  the  latter;  tranfitorj^  events 
may  unite  their  interefts  for  a  moment,  per- 
fpnal  prediledion  of  foyereigns  may  influence 
the  option  for  a  time,  but  no  folid  alliance 
can  be  formed  ;  and  befides  the  partition  of 
Poland  has  fown  the  feeds  of  difcord,  which, 
jfojne  day  or  other,  will  ripen.  With  France 
no  fuch  circumftances  exift  ;  it  is  the  country 
which  can  procure  to  Pruflia  more  advan- 
tages than  any  other,  and  in  return  receive 
niore  from  it.  From  RufSa  and  from  Eng- 
land it  has  drawn  occafional  means  of  ag^ 
grandizement,  but  it  has  always,  even  in 
the  moment  of  receiving  their  afliilancc, 
•  looked  or>  them  with  a  fulpicious  eye.  Should 
Prufli^  be  ferioufly  allied  with  Ruffia,  Auf- 
tria  muft  be  leagued  with  France;  andfhould 
then  a  quarrel  take  place  between  the  two 
former,  Pru(Iia  ipight  not  have  it  in  its 
power  to  break  the  Auftrian  alliance,  and 
join  France  in  the  moment  of  diftrefs.  It  is 
pot  probable  that  this  wily  qabinet  will  throw 
itfelf  into  the  hands  of  a  power,  on  which, 
from  many  circumftancesj^  it  can  never  for 
any  length  of  tim?  rely,  The  aggrandize- 
pient  of  Pruffia  muft  be  at  the  experice  of 
th^  Houfe  pf  Auftria,  and  the  iyftem  of  th? 

cabinet 
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cabinet  6f  St.   Petcrlburgh  never  will  be  to 
ruin  that  houfe. 

Pruffia  will  temporize  with  the  emprefs^ 
but  its  prefcnt  and  future  fyflem. undoubtedly 
will  be  an  alliance  with  France ;  for  if  Ruf- 
fia  at  any  time  be  ill-difioofed  to  it,  it  has  no 
other  refource  to  rely  on.  The  jealoufy  of 
Auftria,  at  this  moment,  muft  be  excited  to 
the  higheft  degree,  by  the  concurrence  of 
Pruflia  with  France  in  endeavourins:  to  an-, 
nihilate  the  Germanic  confederacy.  This  coa- 
du6l  muft  leave  Pruflia  without  any  other 
fupport  but  the  diredory,  and,  however  mat- 
ters terminate,  will  leave  a  deep  footed  en- 
mity in  every  part  of  Europe,  which  may  ul- 
timately have  fatal  confequences,  and  renew 
a  combination  againft  a  country  which  has 
loft  its  tutelar  genius.  To  preferve  his  do- 
minions from  his  powerful  neighbours .  re- 
quired all  the  talents  of  the  great  Frederic, 
and  even  he  with  difficulty  was  able  to  fave 
it  from  deftruiftion.  Such  talents  are  not 
again  to  be  expe6led  in  a  fovereign.  That 
both  France  apd  Pruffia  confider  themielves 
as7>^^  moji  natural  allies  is  obvious ;  that  they 
confidered  themfelves  fo,  even  while  other  al- 
liances exifted,  is  equally  obvious.  We  need 
only  to  look  to  what  has,  in  the  latter  part  of 
this  century,  happened  between  France  and 
t^Luftria— between  Ruflia,  Auftria,  and  Fruii- 

fia— » 
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fia — to  be  convinced  that  natural  alliances  will 
ultimately  prevail'  over  temporary  (yftems.  It 
would  be  fUperSoous  to  ent^r  into  details  fo 
well  known.     If  the  king  of  Pruffia  joined 
Auftria  in  the  prefent  ^  ar,  it  was  to  fccure 
the  friendfliip   of  the  nK>harchy,    which  he 
tben   thought  would  be  reilored ;  when  he 
cealed  to  think  that  event  pra6ticaible,  he  as 
readily  allied  himfelf  with  'the  republic ;  hk 
ehje6l  wastheCanie,  an  alliance  y/;ith  France* 
Prufta  by  this  condwSt  prcAanged  the  miie^ 
fies  ^  humanity ;  for  ihe  cauic^l  a  caii^a%& 
to  fail,  which  would  have  ended  them^  and 
turned  a  defeniive  war  in  Frai>cc  to  an  offen- 
fiv^  War  out  of  it,  which  has  aearly  ruined 
Europe.     What  is  the  fruit  Ihe  has  reaped  ? 
In  this  on£  can^jmtgn  ihe  loft  the  c<H)4^ueRce 
which  forty  years  of  fucceis  had   give^  her. 
The  feeds   of  democracy  and  -rebellion  are 
ibwn  in  Pripffia ;  nx)ft  of  the  literati  ipread 
them  broadly,  not  to  iay  a  very  great  portion 
ef  the  officers  of  the  army,  and  there  is  not  a 
ixwaiitry  in  Europe  more  ripe  for  revolmtioii^ 
The  treafures  which  the  great  Frederic  loft 
feehimd,  and,  what  is  ftill  a  much  greater  lc6^ 
that  .:^irit  kt  the  army,  that  emulation  of 
glory^  that  devotednefe  to  tl^ir  favei'eigu'S 
caufe,  which,  mor^  than  its  difcipfe^i^j  magdo 
it  fo  formidable,  have  totally  difappearted* 
In  1 791 ,  the  king  of  Pr uilia  hiad.  a  ftandiiig 

army 
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Afmy  of  above  200,000  men  ready  to  a9  j 
the  people  fetisfieicl  with  the  government,  and 
attached  to  their  king ;  the  army  had  iftill 
the  warlike  Ipirit  which  the  great  Frederic 
h^d  br-eathed  into  it,  and  the  treafures  he  left 
were  fiot  yet  diflipated  ;  he  had  fupplanted 
the  emprefs  in  her  influence  in  PolaiKi,  which 
was  become  formid&ble. 

Sv/EDEN  would  fcarcely  be  efteemed  of 
afiy  confecjuence  ittL  Europe,  did. not  its  local 
fituation  enable  it  to  make  a  diverfion  in  fa- 
vour of  Turkey,  by  a  war  with  Ruffia ;  to 
Fraface  it,  therefore,  has  always  appeared  iri 
the  Hght  of  an  ufefol  ally,  and  ha^  iever  been 
aflifted  by  her  with  ftibiidies,  and  fupported 
with  aM  her  intereft  ;  b\;it,  fince  its  decline^ 
the  fervices  it  is  able  to  render  are  thought 
iiiadequate  xto  its  burtheH,  and  the  old  con- 
nexion is  fiapported,  rather'  to  prevent  its 
forming  new  oiieS,  than  from  the  real  afltft- 
ance  it  can  afford. 

:  If  Sweden  would  purfue  a  line  of  ftri<5V 
neutrality,  Ruffia  has  little  temptation  to  dif- 
member  it  any  further ;  *  but  another  wi^r 
would,  moft  probably,  make  the  Gulph  of 
Bbthinia  the  frontier.  It  is  to*  be  hoped  that 
Sweden  now  knows  her  real  intereft,  which 
is^  to  be  well  with  Ruffia,  and  to  firffer- J>?ti- 
ently  what  Ihe  cannot  avoid.  Such  a  fitiia-: 
lion  is  humiliating  ;  but  h^s  Ihe  refources  in 

herfelf 
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herfelf  to  rife  above  it  ?  Certainly  not,  and  thai 
Ihe  has  not  is  her  own  fault ;  a  worfe  (ituation 
mufl  follow  from  a  coatrary  conduft;  and  it 
is  doubtful  whether  France  and  Pruffia  united 
couldj  were  they  to  turn  all  their  force  to  fop- 
port  her,  fave  her  from  the  talons  of  the  Ruf* 
fian  eagle. 

However  humiliating  -this  ftate  of  depen- 
dence may  be  to  the  country,  it  is,  undoubtedly^ 
the  only  fecurity  of  the  crown  of  Sweden* 
The  people  have  received,  by  their  connec- 
tions with  the  French,  during  the  minority 
of  the  prefqnt  king  particularly,  fucb  an  aug- 
mentation of  their  former  republican  notioiis, 
that  they  are  become,  perhaps,  more  fanatic 
than  many  of  the  provinces  of  France*  In 
the  winter  of  i/'95»  the  theatre  at  Norkop- 
ing  was  ihut  up ;  the  people  obliged  the  mufic 
to  play  ^a-iruy  of  which  they  have  an  excel- 
knt  Swedilh  tranflation  (by  one  of  the  profef- 
fbrs  of  their  univerfity)  which  they  all  fiing  in 
chorus. 

It  may  not  here  be  an -improper  digreA 
fion,  to  take  a  flight  view  of  the  conduct  of 
the  late  king  of  Sweden,  in  declaring  war 
againfl:  Ruffia,  at  a  time  when  the  emprefe 
fully  relied  on  his  neutrality,  and  had  every 
reaibn  fb  to  do,  confidering  the  intercfi:  of 
Sweden  itfelf.  That  monarch,  impelled  by 
the  comrnon  infatuation  of  ambitious  princes, 

was 
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•fi^aS  eager  to  a6l-a  diftinguiflied  part  on  the 
theatre  of  Europe,  and  to  imitate  the  quixot-? 
ifoiof  his  illuftriouspredeceffor,  Charles  XII. 
He  feized  the  moment  which  appeared  moft 
favourable  to  his  proje6ts,  when  the  armies, 
of  the  ^mprefs  were  drawn  down  towards  the; 
ibuth,  to  oppofe  the  Turks ;  biit  this  very 
cii:cumftanc^.  made  his  aggrellion  fb  glaring, 
even  to  his  Qwn  iubjedls^  :that  the  war  was 
uniyerfally  r^^robated,  and  the  Swedifh  aad 
Finland  armifs  adually  protefted  againft  it* 
§0  fully  indeed  had  the  emprefs  relied  on  hist 
ueutrality,  that  die  frontiers  of  her  empire,  oa 
that.fid^,  were  left  .without  a  fotc^  fufficienJt 
for  their  defence ;  and  it  ajfterwards  appeared 
thAt  the  king,  could  hfi  have  relied  on  the 
fidelity  of  his  armies,  might  have  marched 
without  oppotition  to  St.  Peterfburgh,  and 
£aai)e  himfelf  mafter  of  the  imperial  refidence 
by  a  coup  de  main.  Luckily  for  his  country 
be  only  alarmed  the  emprefs,  and  the  report 
of  the  cannon  of  his  fleet  only  ihopk  the  win- 
dows of.  her  palace.  Had  he  efFedled  his 
pliin,  whoever  knows  the  emprefs,  knows  £h© 
f^puld  never  have  laid  down  her  arms  till  Ihc 
bad  ta$:en  ample  vengeance. 
'  .  The  ipco»fiderate*  ambition  of  the  king  of  • 
Sweden  appeared  in  the  eagernefs  with  which 
be  attacked  the  Ruffian  f^uadroh  on  its  way 
*(»:t|tie  Meditcfrran,e&n ;  had  he.fuffercd  it  to 
I  m:  ^^  proceed 


proceed  to  its  d^inatioiH -tfad^  S A^edifli^  ftssl 
would  hav4  ttxtmned  ihi^re^^  the  ^Mc.^ 
.  It  wi$  in  M&y  1788^  thM  the  iSvsrdliifh  ftftC 
&iled  from  t[DarUcrona  wit3h  Ibaled  i^rderfe,  nl 
b^  (!^iied  iti  the/ latitude  of  C^tbland,  Id  jia 
dlf^nfively  jigainft  Rnffia  }  bivt  the  king's  de- 
eiu^tion  of  his  motives  l^r  )ioMity»  thdli^ 
dated  on  the  arft  of  July  in.  the  &ms  y^v 
was  not  pttblilhed  tiU  Allgttft;>  -Iti^  ^6-- 
UtsAtttpy  xjoiitral-y  asr  they  Wepe'iri  thetas^Vis 
to'  ^e  nsdixims  Wbi<^h  are  g61ii»nffly  ^acM^W'i 

tedged  amoiig'civiU^dd  ftiPRi^  las  ^«  U^  <^ 
UStimSi  wei%  gr6dttdM  vi^-  fet^km'  ^tiiffl9 
Jtofatory  and  -nkifuft.  Thdv  4r%  c<ttiC(^Vte9'iil 
fce  ft#owihg^tenf» :-  "'Stfe  Jhclm'aiiim' ttf^im 
^'rftatk  by  the  fttblime-  (^hmian  P»tU  'agii 
4*3jS!^ii  itfds  iA  k^  •  &iofi<kk  j/^r  ^  /aier.^ 
^i\kutie  its  ^afflitn  i A  foxing' ^^Jf^//^  dtH^^i- 

*f}im  o»citui  rndp^imm^t  tivsfjt  'ki^^l^fHU^ 
i^^<)pmbn  'Piriii,  ct>HthtiUd  ■mhjj^'^fid'iiti^ 

ii-klfy,  apfeurtd^fhrmidablt  >d^uj^l  ^."  •• 
*  ;>'*  His  hi4^y^- VK'Oer  ^iit^^-fmK'hii'^^ 
'fU^.inciiiUition!^  i^fiiU^pms  i^pt&<^f'j^9^ 
"  videdthat  the  emprifif»U  »J^'i^im  '<«l  hfoi 
"^i'.ntmrSie'dfie^  t^ tinat'lk^^lhilj^j^Sii'^he'^jjlUred 
i\  ofifrocuringfvr  the^(>t'thtmhFwt6^  i^fif^^^iM^ 
*f.)ferttinfvainpe^(xC^>'-  •  .••jJ^'.-ji'.'  .  .'-'a  t'l- 
oi  ITIletitaity.^f  :.*739,t'dyT|ii*ldh  idie:(tti«g 
h-:'^.^-\  ♦  -  A  pretended 
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]p*eteiidtd  that  h^' was  bound  to*  th^  Turk^, 
w«-  itdt  off<a4#^e,-'^  btife  defenfi^e  ;  and^even  ^ 
tHis  Wfetded4ite^;UWll  arid  voifl^by  the  dth 
«ttiid^:^d#' th**ttfeaJ^  ^  Abojcoiicluded  with 
Ruflia;  m  i  jLfg,  -arf^  the  pOrtt  was,  at  that 
tinie^itofEdaliy  fevfoPrtied  of  its  abolitioii  and 

...iTlie^iatekirfg 'of -Sweden,  guiddd  by  the* 
.fitoftc  4iic«ives  a&the  k4Hg  of  P.ruffia,  was  pre- 
pafiagito  teke^an^aftive  part  ^gamft  the  French 
repiibBc^  to  fepuri  Qhe  friei^fliip  df  the  re-  , 
infiatted  iUipniir^^\  After  his  death,  the  re- 
gebt,  looking  da  the  republican  governtnerit 
as  .pcpnanenCly  fixed,  purfued  a  different 
conduft,  but  having  the  fame  view  as  hi^ 
JHiotbeT,  an  alliance  with  France. 
'lihQ  nondxsSt  of  €lweden  during  the  re- 
gdncT  has  been  4more  hoftile  to  the  allies 
th^n  isr  coafifterit  with  the  neutrality  it  pro- 
%fled:;  «|nd  had  tli^-  allied  liftcn^  to  the 
^^uatioi]^s  oi  die'  emprefs,  it  wdtild  have 
haea  Severely  ^¥rniflhed  for  its  partiality. 
Had  te  war  with  S^'teden  ih  tfhefe  circum- 
£bai»::es  taken'  p9'Ace,'  iii  yain  would  Swedetl 
hfiroe  relied 'ot>^ fke^-dpefation  bf  rfie  ^Danifh 
fleet ;. the  e«npirefsL mtgnt  cither  hkve- prevent- 
ed thie:j\in^i0ft,  or,  with  a  little  affi'ftance,  if 
npt  alone,  have  crufhed  their  combined  force. 
The  ifland  of  Bornhblito'  lie$  'l:'eady  for  her 
tOjfeiize-AipOH;  and  though  at  prefent  it  caa 
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boail  no  harbour^  that  dcfcBc  inight  be  eafily 
remedied.  From  fuch  a  fbtion  the  Ruf^ 
uan  fleet  \Yould  be  able  to  go  to  lea  fix  weeks 
earlier  than  the  Swedilh  from  Carlfcrona, 
and*  confequently  prevent  their  }un6Bon. 

The  Englifh  politician  may  objedl,  that  it 
is  the  intereft  of  this  country  to  prevent 
Sweden  being  iwallowed  up  by  Ruffia:  be 
that  as  it  may,  neither  this  country  nor 
France  can  ferve  Sweden  more  eflentialtyj 
than  by  endeavouring  to  keep  it  wpll  wkh 
Ruflia.  Notwlthftanding  the  lupport  cf  the 
moft  powerful  allies,  the  ruin  of  Sweden 
muft  be  ultipiately  the  refult  of  a  cont&ik 
with  its  powerful  neighboun 

Denmark,:  jve  have  feen^  in  the  prefent 
war,  which  has  invplvcd  the  interefts  of  all 
Europe,  puriiiin^  the  fame  path  of  neutrality 
with'  S^eden^  and  united  to  it  by  a  treaty; 
we  have  fcfen  their  combiijed  .fteets  parading 
the  Baltic  and  the  North  Sea,  and  profcfTcdly 
diieded  by  the  iame  views,  not  of  neutrality, 
only,  but  almdft  an  pp«en ,  efpoufal  of, [the 
French  intereft,  in  defiance  of  the  alHcd  - 
.  .powers,  whofe  refentment  they  would  have 
felt,  had,  as  I  have  already  mentioned^  his 
Britannic  Majefty  not  had  mpre  forbearance 
than  the  emprefs.  It  would  have  been  eafy 
to  have  detached  a  fquadron  from  our  fleet 
to  have  joined  that  of  the  emprefs,  and  put 

•.    at 
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at  once  an  end  to  the  difpute,  by  annihilating 
the  united  Dan ifh  and  Swedifh'ftavies.     If 
they  have  efcaped,  the    danger   they  have 
run  ought  to  make  them  more  prudent  in  ' 
future.  ;.-/-. 

The  conduS  of  Denmark  to  the  emprefs 
lias  beeii  very  vmgrateful  -  as  well  as  im- 
prudent. 

Slefwick,  which  in  1762  threatened  to  . 
draw  upon  Denmark  the  vengeance  of  the 
Ruflian  arms,  in  1776  was,  at  the  inftance 
of  the  emprefs,  guaranteed  to  that  country 
by  the  tWo  imperial  courts^  and  fince,  this 
guarantee  has  becopie  ftiU  ftronger  by  the 

•  acceffioh  -of  his  Britannic  Majefty  to  it,  iii 
the  triple  alliance  of  1795.  On  this  fiibjeft 
ihe  is,  therefore,  perfectly  eafy ;  but  the  local 
iftuation  and  the  relative  weaknefs  of  that 
kingdom  muft  make  it  ever  dependent  on 
Great  Britain  and  Ruflia.  The  alliance  with 
Sweden  can  be  but  a  temporary  arrangement, 
however  ardently  the  court-  of  Copenhag^A 
may  wifh  to  make  i^t  permanent,  through  the 
iupport  of  France.  Small  flates  ipuil:,  in 
-external  relations,  be  dependetiti^On  greater^ 

•an  equality  of  power  among  fovereigns  i^ 

-^s  vifionary  as  among  individuals.     Has  this 
levelling  mania  fei^ed  the  kings  of  Denmark 

<arnd  Sweden  as  well  as  their  fubje<Sls  ? 

Sarm  NX  a  _  delerves  particular   cpnfidera- 
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tion,  as  its  importance  fe^ms^o  have  be^ 
f;^lfely  Qftim^ted.  To  fecwe  the  paffes  of 
Italy  againft  tlie  inroads  ^pf  the  French  was 
iade^d  a  point  of  the  utmi^ ,  importance ; 
but  the  ability  of  the  court  of  Turin  to 
fecond  fuch  views  has  Ipng  ceafed^  and  its 
ipterefts  ieemr^t  prefent  to  ^ke  a  contrary 
direftion.  Thequeftion  is  no  longer  whether 
JSavoy  ihall,  be  prefer vtd;  xh^t  country  v*s 
dl^Se&j^  lofig'bf  forethe  Frerich  revolution; 
jt  was  g<)verned  with  a  rpd  of  iron;  thf 
pobility  and  the  peafantry  were  alike  diA- 
ik^isfied,  ^iwJ  it  w^s  a  general  complaint;,  tlmt 
the  name  of  ^ivqyard  was  an  infurrnountable 
tar  to  prpmotiqn  iia  every  depart^i^t  df 
^1^  i|at6^  fqf:h  was^  its  iituatipn  wh^^n  k 
«Wis  attacked  by  France ;  and  befi^cs  this 
j^f m^l  difaffeStion,  it  had  other  cau(es  of 
w^akiieis^  af ifing.  from  ^egeding .  pqliitical 
^«vents,  :  ;.i.  .,  ,  .  .  ..^  ;  .  ^  ^;. 
^-r;Pwii?g4}j^.  Ippg  coRte(ls  befween  Pranijf 
jand  d^e :,  ti^u^)  qf  Auftri^,  the  iotm^wiibk 
iflg: lP:fgS*»i.lwiqa4ffion  i?irto  Italy,,  tbis,  latter 
iti>  J*?.Yfi"t  M^  th^e^  alliance  <&i  gaa^difti^i  /was 
55e«tf M,  a©s^^|J((^flfeff^  tJi^  <HWfwteari^  of  fp 
4^rfM=i§:fti«flriei?^  H^n^p  ajTcxfe  tfee  aafxirtr 
^rife  qflthe:tc^ytpf  Turipi^  which j,  in  c^ 
Jog- : allies, ]a$0pportum^ '  prefeeited  itfelf^ 
gained Tofti^hing  by  cVery  treaty,  ari^V?? 
^labled^l  by  ^rhitdiosj  to  dk&ipline  ^aixd  t£eep 


tURKISP/FQllgipV  *SI;}ATIONS.      4^^ 

on  foot  a  /orrpiifeWe  force.;  but  wlfen  tKc 
French  rcfigned  .  all  \  pretcnfibns  to  the^MiJ- 
lmc{Q  and .  to  ;riaergr2ind  du£ih}/r:o£!  Tufcinfiy 
the  kijig  of  §^rdinia,.  wKq. ilo  longer  fom^d', 
turarfelf  courted:  by'  cohteudin^  parties,  neg-i. 
'lofted  ;that  roiliUry  force;,    which:  he  had 
lieither  motive:  aor  ability  tb  fupport,  and 
iunk  by  degrees  into  a  ftate.of  coxiiparative 
ixifigni£k:ancc.     From  this  he  was  for  a  fhprt 
tiine  called,   and  enabled  to  a&  a  more  diC- 
jinguifhed' part,  by  the  alliance  of  Auftria 
aoid  the  fiibfidiea  of  Britain;  but  thefe  proving 
i&fbificient,   the  .paffes  of  Italy  have  fallen 
into  the  hands  of  the  Freiiph, ;  It  is  to  be 
efcpeded  that  Sardinia   will  always  reniaia 
pn  3ily,  if  not  become  a  pmwnce  i>f>  France^ 
on  whom  it  is  npw  entirely  dependent,     la 
f%dty  It  always  was  a  fecret  exxerny  to  Auftria, 
^ad  fiiever  favQurfid  its  caufe,  but  t^mpora* 
rily  foi\the;fafce  of  aggrandizement,  and  tb^ 
^IBig^kidii&eraeat  it'jTJofl;  tojveted  was  at  tha 
4BXpence  of  that  hoiJ^> 
..    J^AjPiiEs  '  is  .csiTftble.  of  poflfeiHug  a  con- 
iiderkbie  mariiiej  ^id  imightibecome  a  naval 
power ;  of  (no '  fniall  irapprtaacej  in  tl?e  Me? 
ditenranean^  •  The  jfiafoasc  .wiwch  influence 
Spain  to  ita&e  par6  with  :F ranee  hav0   no 
wfii^t  with  the  Neapolritan  ?  couitj;  it  has 
no  aoionies  td  Jofe,  iiorjealonfy-af  ouc»trade^ 
iwl-of  Qur.  inftvNa>Qe  iui  tht^ilVfcdlterranean, 
•  ::i  •:  £  E  4  The 
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The  former  iituation  of  Naples,  under  the 
immediate  influence  of  S^ain,  has  no  re* 
Jation  to  its  prefent,  or  to  its  true  intereft. 
To  it  Great  Britain  rauft  appear  as  a  va- 
luable ally;  France  has  long  been  its  lecrct 
enemy,  and  has  ufed  every  exertion  to  pre- 
vent it  from  becoming  a  naval  power.  It 
muft  ever  remain  in  a  ftate  of  dependence 
and  fubjedlion^  if  England  and  its  allies  are 
excluded  from  the  Mediterranean.  Every 
augmentation  of  naval  force  in  that  quarter^ 
which  can  cope  with  the  fleets  of  France 
iand  Spain,  muft  therefore  be  a  defirable 
obje6^  to  Naples,  as  on  that  alone  her  fafety 
and  profperity  depend.     No  country  hzs  fo 

much  to  lofe  by  the  eftablifliment  of  French 
influence  in  Italy  as  Naples.         * 

Austria,  the  ancient,  and  (at  leafl:  at 
preient)  the  moft  natural  ally,  after  Ruflia, 
to  Great  Britain,  the  natural  protedor  of 
Germany  and  Italy,  ^d  the  natural  balance 
againft  France,  has  evinced  her  exertions  in 
tlie  prefent  war,  her  iirmnefs  in  fupport  of 
the  common  interefts  4he  has  with  this 
coui;itry.  The  fupport  which  fhe  derived 
from  the  finances  of  Great  Britain  was,  in- 
deed, neceflary  for  her  to  make  fuch  exer- 
tions. Her  armies  were  braVe,  well  difei* 
plined,  and  numerous ;  her  refources  in  men 
Miexbauftible;  but  her  trealuiy  was  inade^ 
*    -         .  ^  quatc^ 
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ijakte,  and  flie  entered  upon  a,<iifaftroui 
conteft  under  cireumftances  peculiarly  diC* 
advantageous.  Pruffia,  •  without  being  th6 
friend,  a6led  on  this  occafion  as  the  ally  of 
Auftria.  If  any  caufe  was  of  fuffiqient  mag^^* 
xiitude  to  have  filenced  their  jealoufies  apd 
con(blidated  their  plans,  fiirely  it  wgis  that  ia 
which  they  were  embarked,  by  an  intereft 
hitherto  unkiK)wn  in  the  annals  of  hiftory,  a 
general  intereft,  which  cruihed  all  individual 
intercfts  of  nations,  and  which  appealed  no 
lefs  to  the  paffions  of  monarchs  than  to  the 
policy  of  all  civili2;ed  ftates.  The  fequel, 
alas !  is  too  well  known.  The  French  have 
iucceeded  in  diffol ving  the  alliance,  by  c^on* 
vincing  the  king  of  Pruffia  tljiAt  their  go^ 
vernment  was  unftMikeable;  they  recurred 
0  their  old  policy,  <lhide  et  mpera^ 

Pruffia  has  entered  into  their  projcft  of'  ic* 
parating  the  menabprs  of  the  Germaftic  body; 
the  French  monarchy  guaranteed  their  union; 
but  the  aim  of  both  was  the  feme,  the  hu- 
miliation of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, '  Thi« 
they  in  part  efFefted  by  the  peace  of  Weft-* 
phaiia,  the  war  preceding  which,  borrowing 
the  pretext  oi  religion,  was  in  effcft  a  war 
of  policy ;  nor  have  they  fince  that  period 
lieglefted  this  grand  obje6t^  either  in  the  open 
exertions  of  war  or  the  more  liibtle  efFort<^ 
ifi  intrigue ;  hence  it  is,  that^we  dtcUl  ever 


'I. 


find 


g^  tbc  T^rl^  in  a}l  their  contefts  witfi  t]be 
empercx-^  however  unjuft^  ftrepgtheaed  by  tb^ 
gid  and  aflifted  by  the  councils  of  France  5 
f^id  hence  k  is^  on  the  oti)er  h^nd,  that  the 

Hfjnfe  of  -^ttftfia  rouft  Ipok  with  confidi^nce 
^  the  fteady  ^fuj^port  i^(  Great  Briton*  In- 
deed-we  may  mi  only  with  juftice  ^eontend 
ftw'  the  preferyqtion  of  the  e»iperor^9  prefent 
poffeflionsy  biat  favour  their  oc$eofion»  for  the 
jmrpofe  of  ibcengthenuig  hi^n.on  the  co^ 
of  th6  Adriatic:  ^d  ia  Mwpp^^  -  Tiirkey^ 
A '  p»rt  of  which  more  n^tairaUy  ^Iqngs  to 
}um  th^i!  tp  Ruffid:  or  the  Greeks,  were  the 
Xmfed  driven  dvtt  of  Itmopc, 
^  Bu^&iiv,  iJsiel  moft  poweiiui,  the  moft  is&r 
toril^.and  the; moft  ti&fnl  of  our  ^es^has  jb 
irri^flttte  a  cenpet^tioo  of  interns  with  \is^ 
that  the  ib«ifid«ft*  p<i1icy  m}i&i^6^^ic  tQ^^m 
union  of  defign  mid  a  xx>!>ope»1adn  in  a£ljpn^ 
}ier  coamecce  witdft  Giieat  ^kmn  is.ef 
the  nttaofli  jQocdeqttmioe  ftohxi  as  k  produEocs 
a  clear  aom»l  biAiaaee  in  bdr  &MQyiry  irom  a 
inilBon  to  3  jsgdlHon^  jiikd  ^  half  fterliog*  Jb 
the  €xmr£t  s^,i^A:'^m9  there  ei^tonjai  ioto  the 
port  of  St,,  PjExterfburgh  Alpne  5^g  BritiH^ 
ihi$>s,  wtidh  carrkd  thenee  Ruffian  prod^^ 
t(D.  :the  value  xif  ^.  z^oq^qo^  fbirlipg.}  .at^  the 
faioDc  time^  the  gce^tdl  niuaarher  of  vcSeis  imn^ 
plmy^d  hx  .any  <«dier  jnation  was^  eighty^ik 
(Danifli.Sh^).3iid  |jiejgreate£b  v^hiCje^poii^ 

i**;  :  ed 
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sA  was  jf.8o>oQo  fterliw^  by  the  Portugueie^ 
Yet  is  t^  Runi9ii  trade  of  gre^  importance 
to  England,  >s  (he  tbence  draws  moft  of  her 
jiaval  ftpres,  aiid  employs  therejii  feveral  hx^fif 
ijred  vcffels,  and  many  thouiand  ieanaefl,^ 
3ince  the  emprefs  has  added  to  her  dominions 
the.  reft  of  (hofe  countries  where  hemp  i$ 
produced^  we  are  more  dependent  oa  her 
than  heretofore  ;  yet  not  &  much^  perhaps^ 
93  the  Ruffian  miniftry  imagine^  for  realbrw 
which  it  is  eafy  to  point  out^  but  which  :k. 
v^o^ld  hp  foreign  to  the  purpojfe  of  this  treatiJGb 
to  ippcify.  When  the  trade  of  France  to  Ruffijai 
|s  put  in  coniparifon  with  this^  ^t  will  be  foui)^ 
very  mconfiderable  iiideed,  .  The  year  after 
jheir  treaty  of  commerce,  in  which  tliey  lu4 
^11  the  advantages  they  couiij  wilh,  the  Freaph 
tOQk  from  l^uffia  exports  only  to  the  anaount 
1^  jf.  50^000,  i(ierliug.  They  have  fuH  ii-p 
berty  to  extefwl.  their  comnjerce  to  the  Ruf- 
^otfi  pprta  ix\^  the^ .  31ack  Sea,  but  it  b^  .becu^ 
Jutherto  too  incopfiderable  to  deierve  notice, 
iE>r  to  be  put  in  copjparilon  witJa  ?^«  tols-  of 

fr^^de  they  would^flainwere  the  T«rk^4piv^> 
AcMt  pf  Europe?  TrtifliBg  hoV^Jv^r  4s  their  exr 
|)©rt6  .ftre,  their  iiaf>pGfrts  are  very  coafiderabfe, 
pot  QBrly  m  artialps  which  oc^e  di^ie6|  *  fr.ia«^ 
4?^afi<je  by  fea,  but  rich  "ftuf"^  ?ind  jeiwelss,  aoad 
other  articles  of  luxury,  which  go  either  % 
loa^,  ©r  to  th^.  Gferraan  "pori^  in  lihe  Bdtic, 
'     ' '.::  and 
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ind  thence  find  their  way  into  Ruffia,  a  con* 
fiderable  part  of  which  are  finuggled.' 

Ruffia  is  not  our  rivrfl  on  the  feas,  nor  wc 
Tier*s  oil  the  continent ;  (He  ftands  in  need  of 
onr  afliftance  at  fea,  and  we  of  her*s  by  land  ; 
her  intereft  dilates  to  her  the  fame  alliances 
as  our  interefl:  di6iates  to  \is ;  we  arte  rivals  in 
nothing  ;  the  profperity  of  the.  one  .country 
is  the  increkfe  of  flrength  in  the  other ;  with 
lier  alliance  we  can  proteft  our  friends  on 
'the  continent,  or  humiliate  our  enemies; 
'with  our  alliance^  her  fleets  may  fail  in  fafety 
'to  aH  parts  of  the  globe,  and  chaflife  thofe 
'.who  hayc  provoked  her.  Even  in  the  trade 
between  the  two  countries  there  is  no  rival- 
ihip ;  her  ][)rodu£ls,  partly  manufafturcd  and 
partly  raw,  brought  by  a  long  land  carriage 
from  diflant  provinces  to  her  ports  (which  is 
in  itfclf  a  beneficial  branch  of  commerce) 
find  in  our  merchants  the  on/y  purchafers  ; 
they  tranfport  them  to  our.  ports  in  our 
own  fhips  :  neither  in  this  is  there  any  rival- 
ihip,  for  Ruflia  has  no  mercantile  niavy ;  but 
to  cortipenfate  that  circumflance  the  balance 
of  trade  is  immenfely  in  her  favour,  .In 
(hort,  there  is  no  fingl6  point  in  which  we 
can  be  rivals,  except  it  be,  which  fhould  be 
more  arduous  in  cultivating  the  ties  of  friend-. 
IKip. 

It  is  the  interefl  of  this  coijntry,  as .  muft 
*•  •  apjpear 
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Appear  from  what  has  been  laid,  that  the  cm- 
prefs  fhould  keep  Sweden  and  Denmark  idt 
^we,  ais  well  as  the  Piiiflian  ports,  to  prevent 
them  from  fupplying  France  with  naval 
flores,  &c.  in  time  of  wan  On  the  other 
hand,  our  intereft  requires  that  (he-  fhould 
have  the  command  in  the  Black  Sea,  in  order 
fiot  only  to  open  its  ports  to  us,  but  to  lend 
\is-fuccours  into  the  Mediterranean,  to  oppbfe 
the  formidable  combination  of  France  ancf 
Spain.  Indeed  it  is  difficult  to  conceive^ 
amid  the  variety  and  difcordance  of  political 
interefls,  the  exiftence  of  two  great  powers^ 
between  which  there  are  fb  niany  mutual 
dependencies  and  fb  few  caufes  of  Jea^ 
loufy^.    ..  ' 

'  The  emprefs  of  Ruffia  has  been  accufed  of 
inconflancy  in  her  alliances,  of  inconfiflency 
in  her  pc^itics,  and  of  only  having  had  in 
view  to  profit  by  the  circumftances  of  the 
day.  It  mufl:,  however,  now  be  obvious, 
that  though  fhe  ufed  different  means  to  ac- 
^omplifh  \itv  ends,  fhe  never  deviated  from 
the  fyflem  fhe  adoj>ted.  the  firfi  year  of'  her 
reign,  and  that,  if  fhe  changed  her  friends; 
it  wa8  becaufe  fhe  thought  that  fhe  could  no 
'  longer  depend  on  them. 
^  In  every  political  connexion  fhe  formed, 
fhe  had  coilflantly  in  view  the  expulfion  of 
th«  T«irks  from  Europe,  and  the  reftoritioa 

of 


fif  tlie  Cr^ek  enspire*  As  l^itg  as  the  powef 
fhe  had  allied  herfelf  with  feemed  to  f^ivour 
thefe  prQJe<3*^  (h?  was  ftcady  in  b^  attachf 
fxient  to  it  j  the  ii?ij:ant  it  difcover^  Je^kmiy 
i)f,  or  oppoikioii  to  then;i,ihe  faarificc;d  ever/ 
pther  CQufideraitipB^  and  became  its  iecr^ 
tttemy.  Nor  has  the  prefent  emprefe  alon^ 
|)Ad  in  view  the  accomplifhio^  of  this  vaj^ 
^ej^a ;  Peter,  the  -Great  <6rft  conceived  th^ 
idea  of  its  being  ibme  ds^y  pra6^c^ble9  aod  ih^ 
<5ihinet  of  St.  :Pcteribur2;h  hps  flever  Jlo^ 
i^ht  of  it  during  the  fuc^eediag  reigiis^  t9 
tHsday.  ,   ■      ,      .\ 

r  The  empreis  declared  urjequivocally  her 
intentions,  in  her.manifeftoes  tQ^^he  Greeks^ 
during  the  war  which,  took  place  with  the 
-XvMrks  fbon. after  her  accefSon  to  the  throne, 
m  cpnd(equence  of  her  interference  in  the  af- 
l^irs  of  Poland^  which  )\:a^  only  u  prelinjir 
jiary  ftep  to  fubjugating  the  Tarks^  It,.wa}i 
neceffary  to  fccure  to  herleljf  the  i;efources  finr 
Ker  arrpies,  which  Poland  .:affordpd,  .Sui>fer 
guent  accidents,  have  indei^d.  annihilated  -^bc 
government  and  independence  of  that  coyji* 
try.  .       -    .     '  • 

,.The  ardoiir  wjth  which  hi?  j^^it^nftic  Ma? 
jefty  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  the  ,ep?^Fefe  i»  thdt 
war,,  jjy  the  affiftahce  afforded  .her  fle^t-^jnd 
iu  .forcing  FrajQce  and  Spain  tp  oonientto-its 
entrance  intp/the  Meditetra^i^sfl,  by  jt^ppfi- 

'  tivc 
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fidftreH  by  His  Majedy  as  an  ad  of  faoi^iikjr 
ta  him,  attached  her  "&>  ^fealocifly  to  thecoaft 
of  :Gi^t  Britain,  and  i&ced  in  hei^  iie^ttd  4 
prediiedian,  iiot  cwily  for  its  govemMdoii  bMt 
&ir  »^vidual$;  thtt  nothi^  could  ^Hiaike^f 
but  an  oppoiitioin  to  her  &:vounte  meaiiire^ 
\i^hicEite  con^^^ed >s  her  deantft  itit^relb, 
aiftd  which  were  to  crown  her.  rei^  witli 
etdrtikl  gtory.  .         ♦^  .    ^^ 

Mcr  devotbdbtfs  to'Gi^est  Brftaitt  excited 
lit:  the:?  cabinet  of  Vei-failfes  the  higheft  }ea-- 
foufyi'^fid  it  laboured  iiiceflkntly,  hy  cVew 
Kfttafci^  to  weaken  the  connexion^  ,  ?t  wbulk 
be^n^jftdU^fs  taik  to  recite  all  t^e  ftittnceuvrei 
ef^thelFi^ench^  tiil  they  unluckily  fticccedied : 
^y  4"4^pr«if  nted  ^wr  trade  wife  ^uflhi  as  a 
i^m/Spbly^  ruitimis  and  infukiii^  to  it%  &b- 
}*ja6^  tiineycfJiciCfed  ^ubts  of  the.^rtcerity  of 
otir  oitachnftdm.to  Ruffia,  and  of  our  hearty 
eo-^(>p€r2a:ion  in  her  •  favou rite '  fcheme§  ;  they 
kiiliiuated  that  our  >views  were -only  to  keep 
hsr  navy  in  fufeh^^  ftate  of  ;depe^adence  a$ 
fiet'to  be  able  to  a6t- without  our  concurrence^ 
attd4:b  proceed  in  tts  fucceffes  ortly  as  far  aij 
We  ehofc  to  permit  it ;  at  lisngth  ihey  'formed, 
at^h^gnormbus-expence,  a  party  in  ¥he  erti^ 
^^P&if%'  icahinet  to  counteratft  usL"  =  -  *  ■" '  •  '  * 
f-  J^i^he  etnpreiS'S  fecoiid  ^gfaftdfotf  wa^^oTii 
Jft-'jpafeUfiiry  I  yy^^*  -He  was.  namfed^briftan* 
v'i  .  tine. 
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tme*  Greek  women  werb  given  him  foe 
Buries,  and  he,  fucked  in  with  his  milk  the 
Greek  laenguage,  in  which  he  afterwards  was 
perfe6led  by  learned  Greek  teachers  j  in  ihoftp 
his  whole  education  was  fiich  as  to  fit  him  for 
the  throne  of  Conilantinople^  and  nobody 
|hen  doubted  the  emprefs^s  defign. 
,  In  this  fame  year  (i  779)  the  emprels  had 
determined  on  giving  his.  Britannic  Majefty 
an  effeSiiv^  affiftance  agaiAft  his  rebellious 
^bjeds  in  America,  fupported  by  the  crwm 
^France.  Prince  Potemkin,  who  to  the 
laA  day  of  his  life  affirmed  that  the  fuccefs  of 
the  enterpaze  againft  Turkey  depended  <» 
|he  alliance  with  Great  Britain,  had  the  £ble 
managenient  of  this  bufiriefs,  and  withovit  the 
concurrence  of  Count  Panin,  the  minifter  fc»; 
foreign  affairs,  and  the  partiian  of  the  French, 
who,  fufpeding,  or  having  (bme  information' 
of  what  was  going  on,  employed  a  Mademoi* 
fclle  Guibal,  governefs  to  one  of  Potemkin's^ 
nieces,  to  fteal  the  papers  from  under  the 
prince's  pillow,  and  after  feeing  the  con-* 
tentSj  to  replace  them  {o  carefully  that  it  waff 
£>metime  afterwards  before  he  difcovered  how 
he  was  betrayed.  Count  Panin  found  means 
to  retard  the  figning  of  the  iixftrument  al-» 
ready  drawn  up,  and  produced  another  projed^ 
whilh  flattered  the  emprefe's  vanity  more, 
the  armti neutrality^  which  was  firft  conceived 

by 
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Iby  the  late  king  of  Pruflia.  This  Potemkin 
oppofed  with  all  his  might ;  the  argument 
he  ufed  was>  that  if  the  other  neutral  nations, 
who  had  good  veflels  and  experienced  failors, 
were  to  ei^joy  the  fame  privilege  as  the  Rut 
lians  had  hy  the  treaty  with  Great  Britain^ 
of  carrying  hempj  &Cw  to  France  in  time  of 
war.  Ruffian  fhips  would  never  be  employed ; 
but  that  a  contrary  conduft  would  create  a 
Ruffian  mercantile  navy,  which  then  did  not 
exift.  He  was  over-ruled*  No  argument 
could  withftand  the  affurance ,  Count  Panin 
gave,  that  the  French  entered  heartily  into 
the  projeft  of  the  emprefs  with  re{pc6l  to  the 
Turks  (whom,  unable  any  Ibiiger  to  defend^ 
they  had  abandoned)  and  that  the  Britiih 
court  never  would  confent  to  it.  The  con* 
du<9:  of  the  prince  on  this  occafion  Was  not 
candid  ^  when  he  could  not  carry  his  pointy 
he  ranged  himfelf  with  his.  adverfaries,  and 
received  from  the  emprefs  a  prefent  for  hi* 
fhare  of  the  labour  in  bringing  about  the 
arnied  neutrality  (as  was  mentioned  in  the 
Ifckafe,.)  He  did  not.  communic^ate  it  to  Sir 
James  Harris^  (who  had  conduced  the  negow 
tiation  in  the  moft  able  nianner)  till  it  was^ 
ligned,  and  a  fyfteqa  adopted  highly  inimical 
to  the  interefts  of  Great  Britain*  The  em- 
prefs fbon  after  went  to  Mohilov  to  meet^the 
]pmperor  Jofeph ;   Mr*  de  Vergenries  hac^ 

F  J^  perfuaded 
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perfuaded  him,  that  France-  had  given  up 
the  caufe  of  the  Turks,  and  he  led  the  em-» 
prefs  into  an  error,  which  Prince  Potemkin 
lamented  to  the  day  of  his  death. 
•  The  emprefs,  and  particularly  Potettikin, 
were  very  anxious  to  obtain  from  His  Ma- 
jefty  a  ceffion  of  the  ifland  of  Minorca,  which 
was  intended  as  a  ftation  for  her  fleet,  and  a 
rendezvous  for  the  Greeks.  Soon  after  the 
propolal  was  made  it  was  taken  from  us« 
The  emprefs  might  have  alked  it  of  the  king 
of  France,  had  it  been  taken  in  his  name,  to 
prove  the  fincerity  of  his  friendfliip.  The 
time  it  was  attacked,  and  the  circumftance 
that  it  W4S  fo,  in  the  name  of  the  king  of 
Spain,  fliowa  that  the  court  of  France  had 
good  information  from  Peterfburgh. 

The  conduct  of  Mr.  dc  Vergennes  (one  of 
the  moft  indefatigable  and  univerfally  in- 
triguing miniftcrs,  as  well  as  moft  perfidious, 
that  ever  preiided  in  a  cabinet)  ihould  have 
opened  the  eyes  of  our  coalition  minifters 
in  17^3.  After  he  had  founded  them,  and 
found  that  they  would  not  aflifl  the  TurkJ 
nor  the  Ruffians,  he  not  only  promifed  to  tbe 
empelror  the  opening  of  the  Scheld,  but  the 
cxchjtnge  of  the  Netherlands  for  Bavaria; 
and. the  emprefs  was  fo  hearty  in  his  caufe, 
that  fhe  ordered  hei*  minifter  at  f^'f ankfort  to 
make  a  formal  propofal  of  this  exchange  to 

the 
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the  Duke  of  Deux  Fonts.     Had  we  then 
rightly  underftood  our  hitereft  with   refpefl 
to  Turkey,  we  (hould  have  joined   in  the 
league  with  the  two  imperial  courts  to  effec- 
tuate this  exchano;e.     The  offer  would  have 
been  eagerly  accepted  ;  we  fhould  have  com- 
pletely duped  the  court  of  Verfeilles,  whofe 
inability  to  aft  was  perfectly  v  well  known  at 
Vienn^'.and  Peterfburgh ;  and  Mr.  de  Yer- 
gennes  equally  well  knew,  that  if  Pruffia, 
Great  Britain,  and  Holland,  oppofed  the  ex- 
change, it  would  not  take  place,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  ferious  face  he  might  put  on  in 
the  comedy  he  Was  then  afting  5    he  was  not 
only  eaiy  on  that  head,  but  he  had  the  fatif^ 
fa6lion  to  widen  the  breach  between  his  JBri-* 
tannic  Majefly  and  the  two  imperial  courts. 
The  king  of  Pruffia  faw  into  the  true  views 
of  the  French  court,  and  was  under  no  ap- 
preh^nfion  of  offending  it  ultimately,  while 
he  was  purfiiing  with  all  his  might  his  own 
intereft,  in  preventing  the  very  confiderable 
augmentation  of  power  which  would  have 
accrued  to  the  Houfe  of  Auflria. 

I  have  fince  learnt  that  the  emprefs  even 
then^began  to  conceive  liifpicions  of  the  fin- 
cerity  of  the  profeffions  of  France,  and  nevef 
could  be  perfuaded  by  the  emperor,  that, 
though  ^heir  finances  were  in  the  worfl:  ftate 

—  ,  F  F  a  pofiible. 
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poffiblc^  they  might  not  have  lent  an  army  to 
him  to  prevent  the  Dutch  oppofing  the  open- 
ing of  the  'Scheldt 

The  emprels,  with  great  dexterity,  on  this 
occafion,  became  a  guarantee  to  the  treaty  of 
Weftphalia,  and  by  it  acquired  a  right  to  in- 
terfere in  the  internal  affairs  of  the  Germa- 
nic rempire. 

From  that  period  to  the  ever-memorable 
Ruffian  armament  in  England,  the  cabinet  of 
St.  Peterfburgh  aftpd  in  the  jnoft  unfriendly 
manner  to  us.  France  had  concluded  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Ruffia,  from  which  great 
advantages  were  expeded ;  but  it  proved  that 
all  the  encouragement  given  to  it  could  not 
increafe  it;  on  .the  contrary,  the  trade  of 
Great  Britain,  oppreffed  in  the  moil  unjuft 
manner,  was  confiderably  augmented.  The 
alliance  between  the  two  imperial  courts  and 
France,  and  the  great  partiaHty  ffiown  to  the 
latter;  the  apprehenlion  of  the  Turks  being 
driven  out  of  Europe  under  circumftances 
highly  dangerous  to  this  country,  and  fuch  an 
arrangement  for  a  partition  being  made  as 
would  have  greatly  increaled  the  power  of 
France,  and  made  the  bonds  of  amtity,  thus 
nearer  drawn  together,  durable,  were  fuf-^ 
ficient  reafons  with  His  Majefty's  minifters 
to  take  that  meaiure,   The  dignity  a§  well  as 

':  the 
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the  intereft  of  the'  country  required  it  at  that 
particular  period,  though  that  was  not  the 
cafe  before,  nor  has  it  been  fince;  and  it  tnuft 
appear  evident,  that  we  cannot  now  reafbn  on 
the  principles  we  did  tAen^  and  that  we  now 
muft  clearly  fee  our  intereft  both  with  refpeft 
to  Rufiia  and  Turkey.  After  the  fleet  was 
fitted  out,  and  the  obje6l  declared,  it  became 
the,dignity  of  the  nation  to  have  let  it  fail, 
and  if  Mr.  Fawkener  was  to  be  fent,  he 
ihould  have  gone  with  it. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Fox  pride  themfelveS 
much  in  having  prevented  the  fleet's  failing; 
but  let  them  be  ever  filent  on  the  partition  of 
Poland,  for  their  meafures  undoubtedly  oc- 
cafioned  it  *.  What  might  have  been  the 
event  of  fuch  a  war  it  is  difficult  to  forefee ; 
much  conjefture  may  be  made ;  I  will  only 
mention  one  circumftance,  the  naming  of 
which  is  alarming,  however  it  may  be  treated 
as  romantic :  the  emprefs  had  firmly  refolved 
to  attempt  to  fend  an  army  through  Bochara 
and  Ca(hmeir,  to  place  the  Mogul  on  the 
throne  of  India,  and  drive  the  Britifh  out  of 
their  poflefliops,  aiid  there  were  then  in 
Ruflia  Frenchmen,  who  had  been  f^nt  intp 

*  Since  this  was  written,  the  emprefs  is  dead,  and  I 
have  no  fcruple  now  of  declaring,  that  that  unfortunate  mo- 
narch accufes  them  of  it ;  and  there  are  thofe  in  KngUn^l 
who  cao  pjodqcc  proofs  of  what  I  affirm*. 

F  F  3  thofe 
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thofe  parts  by  Mr.  de  Vergenues,  and  wlu> 
offered  to  conduit  the  army.  If  Mr.  Fox's 
friend,  Mr.  Adair,  had  the  intereft  of  his 
country  at  heart,  and  not  the  removal  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  why  did  he  make  no  advantage  of  the 
ardent  defire  Prince  Potcmkin  then  had  of 
feeing  his  court  allied  with  Great  Britain? 
Though  he  was  not  accredited  from  the  Court 
of  London,  he  entered  into  political  difcuf- 
fibns  with  that  prince,  who  in  j5>eakirig  widi 
me.  about  Mr.  Adair,  expreffed  this  defire  in 
the  ftrongeft  terms.  :  The  emprefs  then  knew 
tht  treachery  of  France.  She  made  the  dif- 
covery  in  the  autumn  of  1 788,  by  the  intrigues 
of  the  French  at  Stockholm  (where  Ihe  al» 
ways  had  a  ftrong  party)  and  this  was  proved 
to  her  in  a  ftillftronger  manner  by  the  difco* 
very  that  was  made  of  the  part  which  the 
Count  de  Choifeul  Gouffier  bad  in  the  negoti** 
ating  a  fubfidy  from  the  porte  to  Sweden  ;  yet 
the  emprefs  was  too  high  Ipirited  to  confefs 
flie  had  been  duped,  though  (he  wiflied  fe* 
cretly  to  change  her  alliance  with  France  for 
one  with  this  country.  This  fortunate  event 
has  at  length  taken  place,  and  with  node- 
grading  circumftances  to  the  country.  His 
Britannic  Majefty  has  given  up  the  Turkiih 
claufe, .  and  a  war  with  Turkey  is  become  a 
i:afus  fcederis^  a  condition  without  which  (he 
never  would  fign  any  treaty  with  any  power, 

^  That 
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'Ehat  His  Majefty*s  prefent  miniftry  faw  the 
real  intereft  of  the  Britifh  and  the  Ruffian 
empires,  when  that  chcwit^  fine  qua  non^  of  the 
treaty  was  given  up,  I  hope  muft  appear  evi- 
dently, as  well  as  that  their  condu6l  has  been 
.  uniformly  guided  by  the  true  interfeft  of  their 
country,  ^yhich  they  followed  as  it  varied,  and 
neither  Ipft  fight  of  that  nor  of  its  honour,  an 
pbjeft  furely  every  true  Briton  confiders  as 

V  r 

dear. 
.To  enter  into  a  long  detail   of  circum- 

ftances  to  prove  what  is  here  advanced  would 

be  fuperfluous,  as  it  muft  appear  {o  very  con- 

ipicuous  to  every  ojie,  except  to  thofe  whom 

no  arguments  can  convince,  and  who  pro^ 

nounce  declamatory  fentences  inftead  of  in- 

veftigating  fa6ls.     If  thofe  who  oppofed  the 

vigorous  and  once  neceffary  meafures  of  this 

country  will  pleafe  to  talk  of  inconfiftency,  I 

am  ready  to  meet  them  on  that  ground,  and 

perhaps  I  may  be  able  to  prove  more  thaii 

inconfiftency  on  their  part. 

Of  later  events  I  (hall  not  now  {peak :  the 
fituation  I  have  been  in  might  involve  me  in 
acenfure.of  breach  of  confidence. 

How  far  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  an  un- 
derftanding  in  this  bufinefs  with  the  French" 
court  I  have  no  documents  to  prove;  but 
that  he  did  fecond  its  views  admirably  well, 
both  with  refpeft  to  Auftria  and  Turkey, 

?  F  4  fadls, 
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f^&s  prQvc.  His  condihft  towards  othcra 
needs  no  animadverfion  :  he  firft  encourasred 
the  Poles  to  form  their  new  conftitution ; 
then  he  made  it  a  crime  in  them  to  have 
formed  it ;  and  laftly,  he  joined  with  the 
emprefs  to  overfet  it.  The  emprefe  accufes 
him  of  being  the  firft  to  infift  oa  the  final 
partition  as  2i^ne  qua  non^  and  as  the  price 
of  his  co-operation  againft  France ;  a  cir- 
cumftance  not  then  known  to  his  Britannic 
.Majefty's  minifters.  The  emprefs  knew  too 
well  their  fentiments  to  rifk  the  communi-r 
cation  of  fuch  a  tranfadion.  How  com- 
pletely the  court  of  Berlin  has  duped  all 
thofe  who  have  been  connefted  with  it 
(France  only  excepted)  hot  only  in  its  en-, 
gagements  to  his  Britannic  Majefty  and  to 
the  emprefs,  on  this  occafion,  but  in  every 
other,,  is  fo  ftriking,  that  it  ought  by  this' 
time  to  have  convinced  the  courts  of  Lon- 
don and  Peterfburgh  of  the  imperious  necef- 
fity  of  cernenting,  by  every  poflible  tie,  the 
prefeiit  conne6lion  with  the  Houfe  of  Auf- . 
tria,  and  making  its  intereft  their  own,  A 
deviation  from  fuch  a  conduft  by  either  of 
the  powers  muft  obvioufly  be  the  rain  of 
Europe. 

Ruflia,  however,  in  the  eyes  of  the  body 
politic  of  Europe,  is  a  new  power ;  they  ftill 
feem  to  regard  her  only  as  a  huge  unformed 

mafs. 
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ma^i  giving  a  rude  fhock  to  the  countries 
which  her  frontier  touches ;  they  do  not  yet 
leem  to  perceive  her  Aiding  into  every  tranf- 
action  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  and  plan-* 
ping  in  the  dark,  and  with  unremitting  per- 
severance purfuing  proje6ls  which  are  to 
ripen  at  once,  and  to  aftonifh  by  their  efFeft, 
not  on  her  neighbours,  not  in  pur  days  only, 
but  ox\  the  ipofl  remote  regions  of  the  globe^^ 
and  in  future  a^es.  Something  of  this  lately 
flafhed  on  them  like  lightning ;  they  per- 
ceived that  the  prefent  emprefs  had  be- 
come, they  fcarcely  knew  how,  a  party  in  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia,  concluded  before  Ruf- 
fia  politically  exifted,  and  that  her  guarantee 
entitles  her  to  interfere  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Gerrtian  empire.  The  flafh,  which  afforded 
a  tranfitory  view,  dazzled  the  eyes  pf  fome^j 
and  they  feern  now  more  blind. 

The  means  of  this  fbvereign  are  vaff  and 
incalculable,  and  her  will  Can  employ  them 
without  oppolitipn  :  her  financial  refburces, 
lb  far  from  being  exhaufted,  are  not  touch- 
ed *  ;  a  population  of  mbre  than  thirty 
millions,  of  whom  not  one  half  has  been 
called  on  to  contribute  to  the  exigencies  of 

« 

*  I  do  not  fpeak  of  prefent  temporary  embarraflment, 
tut  of  real  refources,  which  have  not  yet  been  recurred  to, 

^d  of  which  I  fhaljl  treat  on  aQother  occaflon.' 

.....  .    ^ 

the 
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the  ftate ;  a  peafantry  looking  on  the  mo- 
narch as  a  divinity,  and  ftiling  him  GoJ  of 
the  earth  (zemnoi  bog) ;  ignorant  of  any  go* 
yernment  but  a  defpotic  fceptre,  and  of  any 
conditicHi  but  vaflalage  ;  happily  deprived  of 
all  means  of  evil  information,  and  fccured 
from  rebellion  by  the  want  of  communica- 
tion  and  the  diftanee  of  places  :  a  foldiery 
content  with  rye-bifcuit  and  water,  blindly 
obedient  to  difcipline,  and  lufFering  privation 
and  hardfhip  with  a  patience  unknown  to 
other  nations  ;  aftive,  and  peculiarly  docile, 
they  are  eafily  taught  the  ufe  of  arms  ;  the 
babk  of  conquering  infpires  them  with  con- 
tempt of  their  eiiemies,  and  raifes  a  courage 
naturally  inherent  in  robuft  conftitutions,  if 
not  to  heroifm,  to  aftions  worthy  of  heroes. 
If  ta6lics  have  been  lately  neglected,  it  has 
been  owing  to  the  unlkilfulnefs  of  their  offi- 
cers,  of  late  promoted  almoft  entirely  by 
favour,  and  ferving  only  to  obtain  rank  and 
then  retire  ;  but  this  may  be  eafily  reftored 
by.  a  commander  in  chief,  or  a  fbvereign, 
though  poffeffed  of  much  lefs  military  capa- 
city than  a  Frederic :  a  nobility  unable  to  offer 
the  leaft  oppofition  to  the  crown^  depending 
on  it  for  every  honourable  diftinftion  of  rank, 
civil  or  military,  conferred,  but  not  inherited  ; 
without   which    neither   biith   nor   fortune 
give  confideration,  and  which  he  who  be- 

flows 
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ilbws  can  take  away,  while  they  who  fufFer 
muft  blefs  his  name :  not  united  by  any  com- 
jnon  tie  as  a  coliedive  body,  their  interefts 
are  merely  thofe  of  individuals. 

There  is  no  law  but  the  "  exprefs  com^ 

^^  mand'^  of  the  monarch,  who  can  debale 

the  higheft  fubje6V  to  the  condition  of  a  flave, 

"or  raife  the  loweft  to  the  firft  dignity  of  the 

empire  ;  but  this  autocratic  fceptre  exercifes 

no  defpotifm  over  the  fubjeft  infultmg  to 

mankind.      The   Ruffian    monarch   is   not, 

like  the  ftupid  Ottoman,  feated  on  a  throne 

involved  in  black  clouds  of'  ignorance,  lup- 

ported  by  cruelty  on  one  hand,  and  by  fuper* 

ilition  on  the  other,  at  whofe  feet  fits  Terror, 

and  below  Terror,  Death.     No  fovereign  in 

Europe  Is  poflfeffed  of  more  information,  has 

•more  judgment  to  digeft  it,  or  in  whom  the 

xefiilt.is  more  confummate  wifdom.     So  far 

from  the  reign  of  the  emprefs'  being  a  reign 

.  pf  terror,  its  fault  is,  too  much  lenity  to  her 

fubjefts,  particularly  to  the  great.   No  princes 

have  received  a  better  education  than  her 

ioti  and  grand-children,  and  the  court  which 

iurrounds  them  is  as  brilliant  and  polifhed  in 

manners  as  any  in  Europe, 

The  gloomy  melancholy  and  folemn  ftu- 
pidity  of  the  Turks  is  as  little  obfervable 
on  the  countenance  of  a  Ruffian,  as  the  mur- 
derous ferocity  and  enthufiaftic  fury  which 

diftorts 
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diftorts  the  cadaverous  phyfiognomy  of  the 
French  brotherhood ;  there  is  a  fmile  di£- 
fufed  over  the  face  of  the  whole  country.  I 
appeal  to  all  thofe  who  have  travelled  in 
Ruffia,  whether  they  ever  faw  more  hilarity 
in  any  part  of  the  world*  I  do  not  mean  to 
recommend  for  imitation  fuch  a  ftate  of 
things  to  make  men  happy ;  thofe  who  have 
been  removed  from  it  cannot  go  back  again  ; 
but  I  affirm,  that,  the  whole  mals  of  the 
people  appear  to  be  more  happy  (and  it  is  a 
hard  thing  to  make  a  man  laugh  when  he 
is  not  pleafed)  than  any  I  have  feen  in  three 
parts  of  the  globe.  There  is  no  medium  in 
liberty  with  reipeft  to  the  happineis  of  the 
people  ;  to  be  happy  a  nation  muft  be  perr 
feftly  free  or  perfeftly  paffive.  Perfefi  li- 
berty excludes  licentioufhels  :  a  people  can-? 
not  be  faid  to  be  free  where  there  exiAs  a 
power  to  annoy  with  impunity  either  them 
or  their  magiflrates  ;  a  little .  liberty,  like 
"  a  little  learnings  is  a  dangeraus  thing^'*  be*:- 
caufe  it  is  not  underftood.  Libertv  has  been 
no  Ayhere  underftood^(tio  not  in  Athens)  but . 
in  this  happy  ifland.  Here  our  government 
is  founded  on  reafon,  and  rcalbn  will  fupport, 
or,  if  any  part  of  it  goes  to  decay,  anjend 
it ;  it  is  the  glory  of  the  human  underftandr 
ing  ;  it  is  the  pride  of  the  moft  enlightened 
people  on  earth,  whofe  bappinefj  is  its  ohr 
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^jie^,  and  it  will  ftandfor  ever,  if  it  have  only 
realbn  to  combat. 

After  having  confidered  the  external  fitua- 
tion  of  Turkey  in  various  pqints  of  view, 
in  each  of  which  it  feenis  little  to  deferve. 
the  approbation  of  the  enlightened,  or  the 
iuppbrt  of  the  politician,  we  come  to  obfervc 
it  as  a  member  of  this  grand  Confederation 
of  the  nations  of  Europe,  whofe  interefts  and 
political  Connexions  I  have  curfbrily  pafTed 
in  review. 

Its  dominion  was  founded  in  blood  ;  it  is 
upheld  by  fyftematic  terror  and  oppreffion, 
•and  the  tyrants  th^mfelyes,  enervated  by  the 
licentioufncfs  of  their  rapacity,  and  loft  in 
the  grofs  ignorance  of  habitual  defpotifin, 
are  as  weak  and  ignorant  at  home',  as  they 
muft  appear  abroad  contemptible  and  infig- 
nificant.  Interefted  views,  it  is  trucj  have 
caufed  their  alliance  to  be  courted  by  France, 
but  it  is  by  no  means  improbable  that  that 
country,  when  it  finds  itfelf  unable  to  defend 
its  ally,  may,  with  its  ufual  verlatility,  rea-, 
dily  join  in  their  deftru6lion.  Great  Britain 
can  only  anticipate  llich  an  event  by  culti- 
vating the  friendship  of  Ruflia  and  of  the 
Grecian  ftate,  which  muft  arife  from  the 
ruins  of  the  Turkifh  power.  Strengthened 
by  fuch  an  alliance,  we  ftioiild  maintain 
that  afcendancy  in  the  Mediterranean,  o£ 

which 
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which  the  tinipn  of  France  and  Spain  threat- 
ens to  deprive  us. 

That  Turkey  muft  very  fbon  be  over* 
whehned  by  the  erpprefs,  appears  from  a 
comparifon  of  her  financial  refources,  her 
army  and  her  marine,  with  thofe  of  the  Ot- 
toman power*  Conftantinople  itfelf  cannot 
be  confidered  as  a  tenable  poft ;  and  when 
the  difafFeftion  of  the  enflaved  Greeks  is 
taken  into  the  account,  little  doubt  can  be 
entertained,  that  the  followers  of  Mahomet 
will  be  entirely  driven  from  the  countries  in 
JEurope  which  they  have  ufurped,  whether 
England  confent  or  not.  ' 

How  they  came  to  decide  on  the  late  war 
appears  very  enigmatical.  That  their  French 
counfellors  were  better  informed  than  to  have 
recommended  fuch  a  flep  is  certain.  It  has 
been  attributed  to  the  advice  of  the  Englifh 
ambaflador  ;  but  this  has  been  contradi<5ted, 
both  by  his  folemn  denial  and  by  the  exprefs 
declaration  of  his  court,  that  no  fuch  in- 
ftru6lions  were  given  him.  Among  the 
Turks  themlelves  it  was  regarded,  by  every 
man  of  information,  as  rafh  and  impolitic } 
and  the  great  captain-pafha,  Gazi-Hajflan, 
was  in  the  higheft  degree  offended  at  the 
proceeding.  The  declaration  of  war  took 
place  while  he  was  abfent  in  Egypt.  His 
plan  was,  to  flibjugate  the  rebellious  or  dif- 
§  affeded 
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affcfted  provinces,  which  he  wifely  coniidere4 
as  a  neceffary  preliminary  to  the  engaging 
in  aiiy  foreign  conteft.  He  began  with 
Egypt,  The  vizir  Yufuf,  and  his  party  m 
the  divan,  hurried  on  the  declaration  of  hot* 
tilities,  when  it  was  too  late  in  the  feafon  for 
any  hoftile  movement  to.  be  made,  except 
the.  infignificant  and  ill  combined  attack  oa 
Kilburn,  unprepared  as  the  Turks  were* 
In  the  winter,  .when  the  Bog.  was  frozen 
over,  the  garrifon  of  Ochakof  furprized  a 
Ruffian  village  on  its  banks,  and  murdered 
all  its  defencelels  inhabitants,  coniifting  of 
above  a  thoufand  fouls,  noi  one  of  whom  was 
fpared.  This  wanton  piece  of  cruelty  cofl; 
them  dear  at  the  capture  of  that  place.  The 
Ruffian  army,  which  went  in  the  fpring  to 
befiege  it,  was  led  through  the  village  'v\ 
a(hes,.and  the  ftreets  ftill  ftained  with  the 
blood  of  its  harmlels  inhabitants,  I  men- 
tion this  circumftance,  becaufe  I  was  a  wit- 
nefs  of  it,  and  becaufe  the  Ruffians  have 
been-aceufed  of  cruelty,  unjuftly  at  leafi  with 
refp£&  to  the  ^urks.  Had  Great  Britain  and 
Pruffia  not  interfered,  the  emprefs  would 
not  have  made  peace.  How  far  that:  inter-* 
ference  w^s  politic,  conjidering  the  Jituatton 
we  then  Jiood  in  with  the  emprefs^  has  been, 
already  explained ,;  but  I  think  it  muft  be 
iftifficiently  obvious,  that  the  exiftence  of  the 
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Turkifh  power  in  Europe  can  now  no  loii* 
ger  be  confidered  as  propitious,  either  to  the. 
particular  interefts  of  this  country,  or  td  the. 
general  advantage  of  mankind.       .       . 

In  the  condufl:  of.  the  war,  a  very  ihort 
time  would  have  led  the  emperor  to  tba 
gates  of  Conftantinople,^  had  he  boldly  pur-, 
filed  a  plan  of  ofFenfive  operation ;  but  Jo- 
leph,  influenced  by  the  irrefolution  of  his 
charafter,  a6led  folely  on  the  .defenfive  until 
he  had  loft  the  opportunity  of  cruihiug  bia 
enemies,  and  was  himfelf  involved  in  the 
troubles  of  his  Hungarian  dominions* 

Humanity  itfelf  is  difgraced-  by  the  pro* 
longation  of  Turkifh  defpotifm,  and  juftice. 
with  an  imperious  voice  demands  the  libera- 
tion  of  the  opprelTed  Grecians,  and  their 
re-eftablifhment  in  the  feat  of  their  heroic 
anceftors.  But  it  is  not  only  on  the  removal 
of  exifting  evils  that  we  have  to  fpeculate;. 
we  may  contemplate  with  proud  exultation 
the  fiibftitution  of  a.  new  fyftem  of  things, 
founded  on  principles  more  equally  juft  and 
liberal.  Who  can  look  forward  without  ani**. 
ma  tion  to  the  revival  of  learning,  of  arts 
and  arms  in  Greece,  when  the  iron  yoke^ 
under  which  fhe  now  bows,  fhall  be  broken  ? 
A  Grecian  ftate,  the  free  and  independent 
ally  of  Britain  and  Ruffia,  will  form  a  con-^ 

nciSling 


'l«6ling  link  ih  die  Slbcial  bond  iaiY  coromerccj 

:^ill  be  fitted^  '  by  thfe  ^vourabieiiefe  of  ils 

fituation  and  the  gaiuu$  of  its  iithabitants^ 

i^^r. bold  and  fucceisful  eiiiterprizei;.  and>  Ih 

feiCj  iWill  quickly  attain  a  proud  pre^cmi- 

^ttence  among  nations^  >  Bjritain  is  .{}artio> 

.iarlyj  iaitereiled  in  icberiihing  the&  bopea: 

ihoFJtr^de  with  Turkey  \s  rtrifliag  .and  infig- 

fiiiiCant;.  with  Greece  fhc  i^kli'.iftatidida.  the. 

relation  oif  a^'fevoured  ally^  End  'her  coinr* 

Jmcfctak  conms^ans  iwiil .  cen&qumitjy  .jte 

•mo^'ei  intimate  and  ^extenlive*    -3Pipe ' fnee  jm* 

vigation  of  the  Mediterraneaiv^^Jx^int  whidh 

•<hi^  country- his .  fo  rlong  labadfed  to.  feeiire, 

'  wil4  A  be  iirnaly  'tikihliftied .  by  a  confedMacry 

j©^  nival  potp^er^,  able  nto  *refift .  the  'doixii* 

.uoerii^  fpirit  ^f  France  (aiuij%adi)i    jHpW 

"hig^  this  dbje^  lias^-evei^  fm^^ed^^^nong  the 

vifeWs  of  EhMi^  politicians  may  be  inferred 

'ft^t^  their  ajixiety  ill  aj&qwfing^  atid  peifti- 

"iivitkf  in  niaintaining  Gifenakar,  Minorca, 

•  tkntJ  various  othef  -ftjaciorts  in*itha«  fta\  -b4t 

•  iii  the  event  to  ^v^ich  ivealludey  the  whole 
Archipelago  Willbe  friehdl^' t^  us,  and  tfic 

-fiipptMt  ef  0ur-  ti^de  will ^be  a(&rcd,^jRot  <mly 
*fey  Ruffia^  but  Gre^e  itfetf,  whldbwas  ev^r 
a  ^rolifit  ftu*fery  ^f  Jftatoeh,  ifjA  which  at 
-  jprefent  fupplies  relu6lahtly  thfe  greater  part 
t  of  the  Turkidvnfiamie  forces.  :   : 

-Nor  k  it  ciiily:to  j:he  Medi^rraneaQ  that 


'4id  ciiAPTfili   ^^         .    r 

,wc  may  look  for  an  extenfion  of  bwt  cbcft- 
merce:  thexoafts  of  the  Black  Sea  prefent 
,a  mine  q£  wealth,  hitherto  untried  by  the 
iBritiih  adventurer,  but  from  which  we  may 
derive  the  moil  fblid  advantages,  when  thofe 
countries .  are    m  the    hands   of  free   and 
independent  ftates^    our  friends  and  allies* 
The  French  had,  previoufly  to  the  prefent 
war,  a  confiderable  trade  in  this  fea,  by  their 
vsflels  ikiling  under  Ruffian  or  Turkifh  co- 
Jours  ;  and  this  they  will  again  enjoy  on  the 
return  of  peace,  through  the  favour  of  their 
i Turkifh  allies*. 

The  conclufion  then,   which  is  moft  ob- 
viovrs  from  a  view  of  Turkey,  bpth  in  its 
adual  ilate,  and  as  it  pf qfeots  itfelf  to  the 
•eye  of  fpeculadon,  is,  that  the,  fubverfion  of 
its  defpotifin  (an  event  ^  w:hich  muft  inevi- 
tably (bori  arrive,  and  which  it  requires  not 
the  gift  of  prophecy  to;  forefee)  will  be  pr^ 
duftive  of  the  moft  bert^cial  effect,  in  fub- 
,  ftituting  an   a£i;ive  a^d  :Cen;^mprciai  powder, 
for  oneimmerfed  in,iiloth  apd  barbarifm. 
Ill  thefe  ,dedui6tions,.  .Bri^?[iii[:fiBid.s  herfelf  par- 
ticularly ;intefefled   ftpnj  fche^r  great  ^dvan- 
stages,  cqmtA^rcial  and  politic^,  which*  fuch 
•an  event  holds  out  fe.iier,  and  which,  if 
.fhe  does  nctf :  lembrace^  t  her  influence  and 
weight  in  the  Mediten^wean,,i  and,  perhaps, 
:.  in  the  fcale  of  .Europe^  oiuftipeedily  fink, 
-  ,  Turning 
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*  •  Turning  our'  views  again :  to  the  fide  <iF 
Italy,  we  (hall  there  petceivfe  ntw  reaibns', 
which  diSatd  to  Britain,  the/neceffity  of  aU 
lying   herfelf  inoft .  intiniately .  with  Ruffia 
in'  adcomplifliirig  .the  Jiberation.of  Greece. 
Thdinflucriee  of  France  miift  here  be  almoft 
\3>nlver(ally  pf'^dominanf ^  ap^  :in  the  maritime 
Aitcfe  fh^.  will  find :  a,  ,'moft:  iprQji&c  , nqrferir 
^feameni  -f  She  has  iioweyer  fprefeenj^that 
tlie  entraficeigf  5  Ruffian  flfe<et  into'th^  Met* 
-elite rtahean  wM-if^^^^  ./a  i?i0ft .  fedous  qhr 
iHoh  to  the  laggr^injlizement  of  hef  pQv/^r^ 
and:  has  therpfofd,;^j?de&voura4  tQ  preveftt 
the : .  progreis  -  :df  •?  ti^:  Jlxiffi^i  ar ips>     Th« 
onijr  Jb^i^e   that  J^ritstia;  can  c^atertiain    in 
that,  ^  in  every  otjh^r  quartefy^muft  he 
founded  on  hier  naval  rfupQriofatyr  a»d  jthis 
the  Go^qperatigjl ;  of:  a  Greek  ai^cj  .  Ruffiaij 
fleet?  promifea  moft  ,effe<Si:ually  to  :m^in^^inik 
Late  events  havei  indeed^  mad^:  the  danger 
of  the  BVench  .  ufHrpation?   in  Italy  mqrg 
evident  and  more  alfirming ;  it  appears  that 
they  aim  not » merely  at  extendkig  their  ^m^ 
fluence   but  their  nenapire  j   th^r  cpn<jueft5' 
have  been  vaft.andiir3apid,  ^fl'  jpe^mble  in 
every  feature  thofe  ijnadfe  by  their  allies  th^ 
Turks;  fcarcely   lefs  ftriking  is  the  terror 
which  awaits  oa  their  namq^  than  the  de- 
vaftation  which  follows  their  fwolrd ;  Genoa 
may  b^  confidered  as  theirs;  and  even  for 
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Vemce  it{elfi»  vain  afificeheQifions  may  be 
^entertained. :  What  ap  aoccifibn  of  pow^r  is 
•here  to  be  acquired !  By'  iwbat  bounda  can 
.we  pretend  to  limit  their  pix^refs  ? 
.  '  If  they  fucceed  in  Italy,  they  will  change 
tfeeir  politics  with  refped  to  Turkey.  Thay 
are  perfeftly  acquainted  with  the  ftate  of 
Greece,  and  the  di(pof]tions 'of  its  inhabi* 
Isuits.  Turkey  can  te  of  na  more  ufe  to 
them ;  they  will  therefore  ereft  Greece  into 
a  republic  under'  their  prqtdSiidn,  and  derive 
from  it  infinitely  more  advoptages  thaii  from 
the  porte^  which  is  unable  «iy  longer  to 
Ifiake  a  diver&m  in  tiicir  fevour,  without 
haftening  the  epocba  of  its  own  deifati6lion^ 
Ruffia  never  can  fubnnit  to  fee  iuch  aihite 
of  things;  Had  the  emprei(s  nbver  htfotc 
turned  her  thou^its  to  •  the  -  liberating  of 
Greece^  ^a^  ah  obje^-of  gloty,  &e:muft 
how  do  it  from  naotives^^offel^  defence,  knd 
ian  ihtereft  Ihe  had  not  before. 

The  vaft  incrcaie  of  power  the  French 
will  acquire,  partioulatly  ki  the  inftnber  of 
feilors,  and' tile  excelleWt  ports  of  the  Ar- 
chipelago,  Witl^  eiiable  •  diem  to  annihilate  at 
their  pleafureJthe  Ruffian  fieet  and  its  efta-^ 
bliihipents  in  the  potts  of  tbe  :Blacfc  Seai 
and  ihti  t  them  fot  ever"  oiat  of  the  Meli^ 
lerraneaii.  All  the  fair  view*s  of  proffierity 
in  the/&)\Ltiiern  provinceb^  asiKoU  Ruffian 
\^  ^-'  o  as 
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AS'Polifli,  will  vanifhj  and  Ruffia  muft  de- 
pend fblcly  on  the  plcafure  of  France  for 
the  exportation  of  its  produfts. 

Such  a  ftate  of  hunciiliation,  neither  the 
high  mind  of  the  emprefs  nor  the  Country 
at  lirge  will  ever  brook;  it  would  be  in- 
juftice  to  themfelves,  cruelty  to  the  Greeks, 
and  ruiri  to  ^1  Europe.  Much  more  6ven 
might  be  laid  of  the  deftruftive  confequence 
6f  fufFering  the  Fi  ench  to  intermeddle  with 
the  Gree'ks^  and  of  not  immediately  feizing' 
the  opportunity  of  making  them  a  free  and' 
independent  nation. 
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THESE  papers,  as  I  have  faid,  were 
written  nearly  two  years  ago,  though  all  the 
political  part  was  not  meant  for  the  prefs; 
circuiriftahctfs  have  occtirred,  which  permit 
more  of  them'  being  laid  before  the  public 
than  Was  at  firft  intended. 

A  great  cfvent  has^fincc  happened ;  the  em- 
prefe  of  Ruffia  is  no  more !  and  confiderable 
changes  have  taken  place  in  the  fituation 
o£  feveral  countries  in  Europe,  but  far  from 
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weakening,  they  greatly  ftrengthen  tJicfe  ar-. 
guments,  and  elucidate  their  dedu6^ions, 

Hiftories  and  anepddtes  have  appeared  of 
the  life  of  that  great  pripcefs,  and  the  revo- 
lution which  placed  her  on  the  throne.  It  is 
time  that  the  voice  of  truth  he  heard.     That 
contemporary  fycophants  and  vile  hirelings 
Ihould  have  vindicated  one  <>f  the  mofjt  hor- 
rid  tranfaftions  that  flain  the  pages  of  hiftory 
is  not  altoo;ethcr  to  be  wondered  at ;  but  in^ 
dignatipn  is  raifed    in   the  br^aft   of  pyciy 
boneft  man,  to  fee  that  after  the  d^tb  of  the 
emprefs    there    exift    beings    contemptible 
enough  to  traduce  tb?  memory  of  an  un- 
fortunate prince,  a.  vi61im  to  the  undefigning 
openneis  and  integrity  f>f  his  heart ;  a  prince, 
whofe  anfwer  to  the  precautions  which  were 
recommended  to  him  by  the  late  king  of 
Pruflia,  was,  .^^  J  do  goodtB  dlkthe  worlds  and 
^*  xvith  that  what  hoDe  I  to  fear  ?'*  a  prince 
who  was  the  benefcjftpr  qi  his  country,,  and 
who^  laws  (thofe  v^ry  law5  which  were 
brought  in  accufatioi)  againil binot ^crimes !) 
have  been  religioui|y  ob&rved  as  models  of 
wifdoiji  aijd  huQianity,  and  without  which 
the  reign  of  the  emprefs  would  have  been 
Ipfs   glorious,    aiid  her  people   lefs  bappy. 
That  a  Frenchman,  that  a  Rulhiere,  Ihould 
pbufe  him,  we  need  not  be  furprifed  :  ^\  Peter 
^  (he  tbifd  was  a  friend  h  the  EngUJhy  and  he 

^'  difcouraged 
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**  difl^QUraged  the  ufe  of  the  Fretich  language  af, 
**  his  court.  But  can  any  man  believe  that 
this  vindication  of  the  dethroning  Peter  the 
third  was  the  book  which  withftood  the 
temptation  of  Catharine's  gold,  and  the  me-. 

nace  of  the  •  Baftille  ?     Whoever  has  been  in 

-    -J 

Ruffia  kno\vs  (or  might  hav^e  known)  tha 
fafts,  and  can  contradict  this  ridiculous  mif^. 
repr^fentation  of  them— »tTi^  tranfediion  is  but 
thirty-'fcven  years  old. 

Many  powerful  intcrefts  were  combined  to 
bury  in  oblivion  this  horrid  event ;  but  let 
Ibvereigns  and  individuals  learn,  that  truth 
will  one  day  appear.  The  emperor  owes  a 
duty  to  a  father,  to  a  fovereign*  to  his  own 
iecurity,  and  to  that  of  other  princes ;  the 
Ruffian  nation  owes  to  its  own  charafter  the. 
Juftification  of  the  memory  of  their  injured 
monarch,  in  whofe  cataftrophe  they  were  not 
implicated.  The  weight  of  the  guilt  will 
f^  on  a  few; '  the  lapfc  of  time  does  not  di- 
minifli  or  change  the  nature  of  the  crinie^ 

The  reign  of  the  cmprefs  was  a  feries  of 
ipcceffes;  it  was  as  glorious  as  fortunate. 
She  extended  tlje  frontier  of  her  empire,  and 
augmented  its  force  by  a  great  acquifition  of 
territory  and  population  5  flie  created  a  pow- 
erful navy,  and  eftabliflied  a  complete  {ovc^^ 
reignty  in  the  Black  Sea ;  (he  obtained  both 
fc^  liba  and  land  luch  a  decided  fuperiority 
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brer  the  Turk«,  that  in^  the  very  nqfxtljtfiijg 
iht  couH  ^irit  eafe  have  drivieii  them  into 
Aira,  The  dreadful  reyoltition  which  has 
fliaken  the  governments  of  Euroj^e  to  their 
Very  foiihdations  did  not  afF<^<9t  her ;  in  the 
general  madncfs-  her  fubjefts  remained  uricon- 
tamjnated,  and  by  her  jpbfii56h  and  nndimi- 
ni(hed  ftrength  fhe  became  the  arbitrefe  of 
the  whole  continent;  The  ^  docun^nt  wa» 
drawn  out,  the  figning  of  which  would"  have 
clecided'  the  cpnteft ;  Would  have  crowned  her 
reign  with  folid  and  eternal '  glory,  and  have 
blottdd  otft  every*  fpot  in  it  r  would  have 
made  a  people^  wbfO'  fcatcely  more  than  a* 
c?entury  ago  were  reckoned  atriong  the  bar- 
barous hordes  of  T^itats,  the-  lifeeratora  of  the 
civilized  world,  the  reftorers  of  order,  of 
juftice,  of  the  government  of  laws,  bf  the  in- 
dependence of  nations,  thcr  proteftors  of  pro- 
perty, of  innocence,  of  religion,  of  niorality, 
jind  of  the  dignity  of  mankind ;  the  pen  was 
ill  her  hand,  when^— myft'enous  Heaven  !— 
(he  died.*  ' 

•  The  private  charadl^r  of  the  emprcfi  and 
her  domeftic  cOridu6l!  are  foreign  to  the  fiib^ 

f  That  day  or  tfe  next  flie  wsn  to  h^nrefigned  the  do- 

^  cviment  for  fuxAiiliizig   65)Ooo  men  immediately^  wfaiqb 

would  hj^ve  be6n  only  the  beginning  qt  her*  co-operation  i 

(lie  would,  in  all  human  probability,  Havbbeeh  ^s  fubcefsftil 

^inft  the  Jacobins  ^s  fliiQ^  Ms  ii^aibft  ik^-  \^  A»Q^ 
Tatars,  ;  '  : 
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ye&  Ar  papeife-  wholly  political.  As  a  fbve- 
jfeign^  ihe  wiH  make  a  great  figure  in  hiftory. 
Her  ihformatioiTprbcceded  from  an  extenfive 
and  minute  adquaintance  with  the  prefent 
and  paft  ftate  of  nations,  their  aftual  anrf 
relative  fituations,  and  wkh  the  perfonal  cha-- 
raftef  and  privsfte  iiiterefts  of  fbvereigns  and 
individuals;  fbe was  indefatigable  in  gaining 
intelligence  and  making  partrzansi  and  (pared 
neither  money  nor  means  to  fucceed ;  (he' 
Vi^as  aftonifliingly  rich  in  refourceS ;  fhe  had 
wonderful  t&letits  ta  combine  and  deduce,  fo 
a§  to.  fordfee  with'  Certainty  •  future  events,  or 
be  pt^epared  for  fiich  as  mere  aiiciddnt  pro- 
duces ;  it  was  thence  that  (he  was  enabled  to 
profit  by  every  feult  or  misfortune  of  other 
ffates^,  as  well  as  of  what  inevitably  followed 
iii  th6  common  courfe  of  things ;  flie  was 
neVer  duped,  biit  when,  thrpugh  complai- 
fance  or  confidence,  (he  had  relied  on  the 
knowledge  of  others;  her  projefts  were 
always  vaft,  their  objecl  her  own  glory;  her 
per(everance  w^s  inexorable ;  oppofition  or 
difficulty  only  eXcited  greater  exertions  of 
talent ;  (he  never  gave  up  one  fingle  pur* 
(uit  ^yhen  it  was  known  to  the  ^orld  that  (he 
bad  determined  to  follow  it,  uhlefs  it  could 
dp(ic^  th^t  fhe'  ceded*  from  nidtlves  of  gene- 
i^bfity,  and  not  from  compulfion  or  invincible 
(Jbltade  J  fdcceis  n?Vej  dazzkd,  nor  danger 
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Qr  embarrafTnient  ppprefTed  her;  on  all  occa- 
/ions  fhe  had  equal  Hrmnefs,  courage,  and 
preience  of  mind ;  ihe  was  always,  great ; 
even  in  the  fmalleft  actions  fhe  was  a  love* 
reign  ;  fudden  imprefTions  excited  fonaetimes 
in  her  violent  anger,  as  it  were  by  lurprife, 
though  never  in  public;  but  ihe  commanded 
her  paflions  in  an  inftant,  and  put  on  her  ha-* 
bitual  fmile.  She  was  remarkably  temperate, 
applied  indefatigably  1:0  buiinefs,  and  was  of 
a  healthy  conftitution  of  body.     She  could 
^emporile,  and  ufc  every  art  of  political  in- 
trigue, but  ihe  had  too  high  notions  of  the 
dignity  of  a  ibvereign  to  debaie  herielf,  or 
proftitute  publicly  her  word,  fo  that  when- 
ever her  honour  was  openly  concerned  in  ful- 
filling an  engagement  ihe  might  be  relied  on» 
When  the  gratification  of  her  perfbnal  en- 
ixlity  or  efleem  (oincided  with  her  politics  it 
was  ihown,  when  not,  iilenced. 

She  uniformly  purfued  one  line  of  politics, 
and  ihe  never  would  have  changed  her  al- 
liance with  Great  Britaiut  had  we  underflood 
them,  or  our  own  iuterefl^  iboner.  We  need 
not  fay  how  unjuflifiable  her  conduct  has 
been  towards  Poland ;  but  it  gaimot  be  de- 
i)ied,  that  the  whole  blame  does  not  lie  on 
her.  As  to  the  Crim,  ihe  muil  have  the  ap- 
probation of  all  thofe  who  do  not  approve  a 
{yAcm  of  rapine^*  and  plimder^  and  barbarous 
-  rage 
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ragd  iwreakeil  on  poor  dcfeiiceleis  cottagers, 
whofe  fbns,  and  wives,  and  daughters,  were 
Cpnilantly  cxpofcd  to  be  carried  into  flavery 
from  all  the  ;idghbouring  countries* 

It  is  only  in  fpreign  polities  that  fhe  ap- 
pears great,  and  becaufe  there  only  (he  go- 
verned alone ;  there  her.  minifters  were  lite- 
rally her  lecretaries  i  flie  heard  their  advice 
fopt^etipies,  and  fpmetinjes  took  ideas  from 
therxv.hut  file, alone  judged  and  decided^  and 
OQ.pae  dared  propofe  a  meafiire  till  they  had 
iirft  diicovered  her  fentiments  on  it;  to  do 
thi^/Wfts.the  gre?it'art  of  keeping  in  favour. 
: ,  As  to  the  internal  government  of  the  em^ 
pijre,  it  ^vas  left  to  the  great  officers.  The 
prefidents .  of  colleges  and  the  governors  of 
provinces  were  Sovereigns,  and  they  inordi- 
nately abufed  their  power  with  impunity ; 
hjsnce  a  tQoft  fcandalous  negligence  and  cor- 
ruption in  the  managemcjit  of  affairs  in  every 
depairtfnent,  and  a  general  relaxation  of  go- 
vernment from  Peterlburgh  to  Kamchatka. 
Th^  emprefs  rewarded  with  great  muni- 
ficence ;  but  rnerit,  unlefs  it  was  very  con- 
spicuous to  the  wprld,  had  hut  a  little  fhare 
pf  it ; .  every  thing  was  given  to  favour,  and 
what  is  given  to  favour  is  taken  from  merit : 
one  good,  however,  refulted  to  Aer^  perfbnally, 
from  the  impunity  which  thofe  in  office  en* 
jpyed;  Ih^  wasf  Hire  of  their  attachment  to 

hef 
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her  government,  as  the  more^thejr  abuied  their 
power,  tht  mote  they  dreaded  a  fucccffi>r. 
She  knevf  their  condiift,  but  was  deaf,  and 
almoft  macceffible  to  complaint. 

Her  code  of  legiilation  did  not  contain 
tawsy  hut  forms  of  judicature ;  the  ihftitutioa 
of  general  governments  was  a  new  burthen 
on  the  people  of  fifty  millions  of  roubles  more 
than  the  ancient  iimple  regulations,  a  ium 
equal  to  three  fourths  of  the  whole  revenue 
of  the  empire ;  the  increafe  of  vexation  was 
ftill  greater.  - 

Her  finances  were  lU  underftood,  and  worfe 
managed ;  fiie  got  into  erhbarraifments  when 
fhe  had  incalculable  refburces,  and  the  mieans 
ufed  to  remedy  them  were  childift. 

Years  had  not  impaired  her  taknts,  nor 
cooled  the  ardor  of  her  ambition  ;  it  feemed, 
on  the  contrary,  to  increafe^  as  oth^r  paffions 
gradually  fubfided. 

She  had,  in  ihort,  a^  capacity  equal  to  the 
government  of  a  vaft  empirey  and  l:o  give  it 
in  the  world  that  confequence  which  its  na* 
rural  ftrength  entitled  it  tOw  Had  (he  paid  the 
lame  attention  to  its  internal,  as  ihe  did  to  its 
political  adminiftration,  her  reign  would  have 
been  as  produd:ive  of  happineis  to  her  people 
as  it  was  of  glory  to  herfelft 

The  emprels  was  at  length  on  the  eve  of 
apcomplifhing  her  greiat  defigti ;.  the  Turks 

were 


cvfrere  left  alone,  \?ifithout  any  fuppoft;  all  the 
powers  in  JEurqpe  were  engaged  id  the  great 
conteft,   except    tl\e   kings  .of    Pruflia  and 
Sweden.     It*  was  riot  in  the  power  of  thi 
latter  to  inoakeaay  diverfion.  The  Fxcnchhad 
plaid  to  Jthe  coinrt  of  Stockholm  a  cbnfirierable 
fum  of  money  to.  enable  it  tq  rfit  out  the 
fiedt,  but  fo  iow.rwiere  its  finances,  that  it 
was  all  imnuidiately  erapioyidv  except  a  few 
thbu^nd  rix*dollars^  ,for  more  prefling  ex- 
igencies •  of.  the   ftate.     The  emprefs  had  a 
Aset  i  in  the.  Baltic,  infinitely  fiiperior  to  thp 
con^bm^ed fleets.ofiSiyv^eden  and  Denmark;  fhf 
wiflkeid^  as.has  Ixeen  1^,  to  annihilate  theni; 
rwith  our  concurrence  otxbndfent.it. woulii 
hav^  ^been  hut  a'&dgle  blow, .  i'Asto,  therlarid 
forces  of  Sweden,  they  were.Jibea  JjotJii^a 
ewidition  to '  laaake  tke  cmprcfe :  \jneiiiy ;  the 
alarm  they  had  occafiohed  inithe  liaft;  vfftjr.  h{t^ 
pat-  her  on  hfiJ. guard.  -SW-.w^Si:  hQwever, 
at  the  lanie  timecndeavouring^'by.ajnarriage 
4)£  foer  grind-daughter  with  flie  yQUi>g  king 
of  Sweden,  to  conciliate  the  inter?.fts.  of  tljic 
two  countries :  though  Ih^  had ;  no  apprehen- 
'fion.onrthat  fide,  yet  jSi^e  wished  rather  to^void 
;a   quairrel,  and  r-eqeuired  Qi>ly  a  ftri6l:   neur 
.trality  jon  the  jiart of. Sweden.     As  to  Pruffia 
talohe,  in  the  fltateit  .was  witl\  re^gft  to  thp 
inewly acquired  prgviijces  in  PQland,and  trem- 
.bling  at  the.:i:ej^ntfnent  of  the  e^mprefs,^  it 

certainly 


462  Po&tStttft. 

certainly  underftood  its  intqrefts  too  well"  to 
quarrel  widi  her.  The  emprefs,  in  a  war 
-with- the  Kng  of  Pruffia,  wotild  havd  found 
infinite  rclburces  in  Poland ;  the  king,  a& 
enemy  in  every  fobjeft  he  had  acquired  ;  air 
jnoft  every  Pole  would  have  taken  the  field 
againft  him^  ib  much  were  they  irritated  at 
his  paft  condu£l«  The  king  of  Pruffia  "had 
alio  intercfts  iivGcrmany  to  Iciok  after,  which 
<:oncerned.him  nearer.;  ^id.  certain  it  is,  that 
he  paid  the  moft  fubmifliye  court  to  the  em- 
prels,  who  on  her  fide  ^wasperfeftlyiunapii' 
prehenfive:  of  any  oppofition  from  him;' all 
that  he  might  have  tried  to  effed  woi^  have 
been/  to^ol^ain  ibme  little,  indemnification  as 
the  price  of  his  .complaifance  in  Acquiescing 
in  her  projeds.  ^.  .  r-  ^ 

She  was  now  in  poiTeffion  of  every  re&urcc 
Ihe  required  of  Poland  for  kar  army,  in  a6ting 
againfl  the  Turks  on  the  European  continents 
The  government  of  the  acquired  provinces 
was  fo  firmly  fettled,  that  (he  had  no  apprc- 
henfion  of  difturbances;  her  army  was  fo 
formidable j  that  ihe  could  have  marched 
T^eyond  her  frontiers  at  leaft  three  hundred 
thoufand  effedlive  men ;  and  fhe  had  raifed 
1 50,000  men  to  recruit  it.  Her  fleet  in  thfc 
Black  Sea  Was  much  fUperior  to  the  .whole 
Turkifh  na\TJand  there  was  a  flotilla  of  ftnall 
veffels  built  fojp  the  purp^fe  rf  landing  tropps  in 
'.  '  '  three 
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three  feet  water,  which  could; have  conduced, 
ill  three  da.ys,  fixty  thoufarid  jo^w  withia  a 
few  miles  qf  the  capital  of  the  Turkifli.  em- 
pire. The  firft  blow  would  have  been  the 
deftru^ion  of  the  Ottoman  fleet  in  its  own 
port,  and  the  attack  of  Conftantinople  by  land 
at  the.  fame  tinae.  AH  this  might  have  b6eft 
done  early  laft  ipring. 

r  A  greiLtiarmy  had  pafled  ^Derbent ;  an  ar- 
rangement would  have  immediately  taken 
place  with  the  Perfian  khans,  in  whofe  quarr- 
rels,  without  jany  apparent  intereft^  flie  had 
iptermeddkd  ;  and  this  army .  would .  have 
fallen  on  the  Turkifli  Afialic  provinces,  the 
.coafequpnce  of  which  would  have  been,  that 
all  tfie  Afiatic  troops,  which: compofe  the. gar- 
riipns  of  their  fortreffes  in  Eurjope, .  wouH 
have  quitted  them^  and  fled  to  fuccoiir  their 
own  country^,  and  have  left  the  road  to  £Jori- 
ftantinople-defencelefs.  ,         :  ,       \  iq 

It  was  a  projeft  of  Prince  PoteriJcia,  in  tl^ 
laft  war,  to  Ixave  carried  the  war  into  Alia, 
^arid  he  began' by  taking  Anapa;:  .Had  that 
prince  not  died,  the  war  waaj:)a  the  point. if 
br?eakiug  out  again.     I  fpeakjof  this  from^ 
. knowledge  of  fHds.    ^  v     /     /  - 1   .  i?       \\ 
Nor  would  the  fending  an  army  of  flxtj^* 
five  thoufand  mejn  to  attack  the  FreaclLm 
^Iface  have  prevented  her  marching  another 
jarmy  againft  the  Turks.  .  If  flie  had  anrnaja- 

prehenfions 


I 

t^ehenfidnd  irf  tfeie  king  of  Pmffia  fiding  with 
jtbe  Freii<rh,  this  meafure  would-  have  put  it 
ill  her  power  to  have  a6led  more  off^fively 
againft  him*     However  it  mky  have  beeh 
coiiftrued  by  fome^  this  m^afure  was  a  &rc 
*indicatioq  of  her' intention  6f  attacking  the 
Turks  in  the  ipring ;  for  as  liftng  as  ihe  W« 
not  certain  of  meeting- no  dppofition  to  ^at 
-meafiii^^  (he  'oonftantjy'  declinbd  Caking  an 
:  adive  part  by ' land  againft*  the  Frftnch*. 
-     Ip  ihorty  every  preparation^as  made,  and 
J  every  ohftacle  removed ;  we- did  iK)t  want  the 
.puhliaation  of  a  ;manifeflo  to  be  informed  of 
h^r  iatentions  ;^  imd  indeed  tlie  intentions  of 
-fbvereigns  arc  better  known  by  the  ftate  and 
-movements  of  their  armies,  of  the  prepara-^ 
]  tionsr  fpr  their  movements,  by  a  knowJl^dge 
.of  their  intereils,  and  the  c£fficukip^^^y 
•  have  to  encounter  in  the  execution  -of  their 
projects,  than  by  manifeftods^  or  by  the  lan- 
guage of  their  courtiers. 

It  is  worthy  of  recording,  that  the  empceis 
declared,  that  though  His  Majefty  and /the 
t  Emperor,  of  Germany  madcr  peace  withti^e 
nErench,  ihe  never  wquld  acknowledge  the 
French  republic,  or  any  ftate  th^it  had  r<S- 
'^elled  againft  its  foveireign.  She  neVef  would 
-acknowledge -America  to  the  laft,  though-ibc 
.permitted  ^ips  coming  from  America,  Asunder 
-ijansrican  colours,  to  enter  her  ports^  and 

trade 
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trade  on  the  fame  footing  as  other  .nations 


no  treaty. 

The  prefident  of  the  congrefs,  not  know* 
ing  this  crrcumftance,  appointed  a  conful,  in 
1795,  to  refide  in  3t.  Peterfburgh ;  on  his 
arrival  he  requefted  an  audience  of  the- vice- 
chancellor,  to  deliver  his  credentials;  but  the 
next  day  he  Mvzs  told,  the  emprefs  did  not 
know  of  any  fuch  power  as  the  United 
States  of  America* 

.  Since  it  has  appeared,  that  His  Majefty^a 
;:onlcnting  to  at  leaft,  if  not  co-operating 
Ayith  the  emprefs's  projefts  againfl:  Turkey, 
Avas  the  Jine  qua  non  of  an. alliance  with  her^ 
and  of  her  taking  an  ^a&ive  paft  in  the  war 
^gain/i  France^  the  public  has  (hown  great 
anxiety  to  learn  why  Ihe  did  not  come  for- 
ward immediately  after  figning  the  treaty  in 
February  1795,  in  which  a  war  with  Turkey 
is  a  cafus  foederis^  and  what  meafures  had 
'  removed^  the  impediment,  which  kept  her 
^ck  two  years,  and  induced  her  to  come 
forwards  at  laft;  but  thefe  events  are  too 
recent  to  be  (poken  of.       . 

Whilft  I  am  writing  this  Poftfcript,  another 
^reat  event  has  taken  place.. ' 

The  emperor  of  Germany  has  made  peace; 
the  emperor  of  Ruflia  has  loft  a  glorious 
opportunity  to  immortalize  his  name;  it 
might  4iaye  bqen  faid  to  him : 

H  H  Sire^ 
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Tou  have  afc ended  the  throne  of  the  greatefi 
empire  in  the  worlds  under  fuch  aufpices  as  ne- 
ver attended  any  monarch  before  you. 

A  glory  is  refei^ed  for  you^  Sire^  fuch  as 
never  yet  Jlione  round  the  throne  of  any  fovereign 
on  earth. 

Tou  may  be  the  benefadlor^  not  ofRuJJ^a  only^ 
but  of  all  Europe. — Hijiory  Jhall fay  j  Alexander 
conquered  a  worlds  Paulfaved  a  world. 

Tou  have  begun  your  reign  by  d£ls  which  be- 
fpeakyour  w ifdom^y our  jujiicey your  humanity — 

You  HEAR  EVERY  ONE  *.   . 

Tou  have  felt  with  indignation  the  unnecef 
ft  ate  d  apofiucy  of  the  court  of  Brer  tin ;  its  al- 
dtance  with  r'egicides  to  difmember  the  German 
empire. 

Tou  are  called  on^  Sire^  to  crujh  with  the  ir- 

refjlible  weight  of  your  armies  the  enemies  of 

religion^  morality^  andfocial  order. 

Peace  with  them  will  be  more  dangerous  than 

war.     Ttheir  doctrines  will  have  freer  courfe ;. 

and  their  dodirines  have  done  more  than  their 
armies.  ^Jiey  have  fubverted  the  order^  and 
confounded  even  the  names  of  things.     Virtues 

* 

*  Every  perfon  in  the  eihpire  may  now  write  to  their 
fovereign,  and  if  they  receive  no  apfwer,  may  addrdi 
thcmfelves  perfonally  lo  him, 

have 
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have  I  he  appellations  of 'Vice s^  and  *u  ices  the  ap-^ 
pellations  of  virtues. 

Can  Rujfta^  in  ail  its   extended  provinces^ 
when  every  foreign   conta3   will  be  poifon ; 
when  evefy  breathy  except  from  thefro%en  ocean^ 
will  be  full  of  miafma^  .^fr<^p^  ^he  contagion  ?  ^ 
None  will  ef cape  but  the  elder  brethren  of  ya-^ 
cobinifm^  the  "Turks',  whofe  equally  monjirous, 
though  lefs  dangerous  tyranny^  has  for  fo  many 
centuries  infulted  mankind^    trodden  underfoot 
tiie  laws  of  nations, '  and  blafphemed  Chrifiia-^ 
nity ;  who,  unprovoked,  attacked,  conquered,  and 
flaughtered  nations  without  number,  murdered 
their  fovereigns,  and  fpilt  every  drop  of  royal 
blood,  maffacred  their  priefis' at  the  altar,  extir^ 
pated  nobility,  plundered  the  opulent,  and  bound 
the  wretched  7'ehtains  of  the  people  in  fetters  of 
perpetual  and  hereditary  favery.     They  alone ^ 
till  the  reign  ofyacobinifm  had  made  property  a 
crime,  the  violation  of  property  a  legal  refource 
of  government,  and  the  li'Oes  and  poffejjions  of 
men  the  right  of  tyranny  \  they  alone  had  hither^ 
to  confounded  tJie  hereditary  ranks  among  man-^ ' 
kind;  had  deprejfed  genius,  learning,  and  the 
Chrijiian  religion,  and  governed  their  barbarous 
empire  by  Jlaves  and  ajfajftns.     Like,  the  yaco^ 
bins^  they  taught ,  Chrijiian  .  children  to  fight 
againfi  their  fathers  and  their  father^  s  God  *  ; 

*   Seie.  the  inftituiion  of  the  Janizaries,  who  were  ori- 
ginalJy  Chriftian  children. 

H  H  2  '  they 
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they  too  hold  it  lanxful  to  murder  prifoners  in 
cold  hlood\  they  too  pojfefs  a  claim  tp  eveiy 
country  in  the  umverfe^  and  a  feared  right  to 
fubjeil  all  people  to  their  law  j  they  too  hold  aU 
other  fovereigns  as  ufurpers^  and  dethroning  them 
as  the  higheji  merits  But  fiill  the  ^urks  have  a 
religion^  and  though  it  permits  them  numberlefi 
enormities  to  their  &wnfeBy  and  all  enormities 
to  others .,  they  ackmrw ledge  a  Gody  and  many 

inoral  duties.  Ndt  the  contagion  of  their  doc^ 
trine  was  to  be  feared^  but  their  c  rise  I  fuoofd^ 
which  once  threatened  the  conquefl  of  the  uni^ 
verfcj  and  the  extin&ion  (f  all  virtue ^  dignity ^ 
andfcience  in  the  world  \  yet  was  not  thisfrjl 
monfier  ftr  tremendous^  in  the  infotence  of  his 
power y  as  an  enemy  ^  as  is  this  fecond  monjiery  in 
the  infolejice  of  his  fucceffesy  as  a  brother. 
^0  yoUy  Sirey  kings  lift  up  their  handsy  and 

how  their  anointed  heads ;  to  yoUy  SirCy  the 
priejis  of  Gody  to  you  orphans  of  murdered 
mbleSy  to  you  violated  virginSy  defpoiled pojfef 
forsy  enJJaved  nations  firetch  out,  their  armsy  and 
implore  your  aid-y  the  fpirits  of  martyred  royalty 
call  toyoufrotn  ^bovefor  veftgeance. 

^he  noble  proje^  of  your  glorious  ahcefory 
Peter  the  Great y  Was  nearly  £onfumnmted  when 
you  mounted^ his  throne ;  //  was  refefvedfor  his 
nephew  to  accomplijh  the  liberating  of  [a  Chrif 
tian  people  from  the  mofl  infamous  bondage.  It 
is  worthy  of  the  jufiice  and  humanity  which 

mar^k 
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tncfrk  the  beginning  of  a  reign^  on  which  more 
true  glory  awaks  than  ever  was  referved  for 
Uf^  fovereign  in  the  records  of  hijiory. 

This  might  with  truth  have  been  faid  to 
hionu 

In  Auguft  1796,  Pruffia  concluded  with 
the  French  fecret  articles  for  the  diimember- 
ment  of  Germany.  The  late  king  had  af- 
fured  the  emprefs^  ^  on  his  word  of  honour^ 
**  and  OH  the  word  of  a  fovereign^^  that  no 
fuch  articled  exifted.  On  the  acceflion  of  his 
prefent  imperial  majefty  to  the  throne  of 
"Ruffia,  the  king  {ent  Count  de  Briihl  to  com- 
jpliment  the  emperor  on  the  occafion.  This 
'  nobleman  had  the  honour  of  being  perfonally 
known  to*  his  imperial  majefty,  and,  it  was. 
believed,  was  much  efteemed  by  him.  * 

TKe  court  of  Berlm,  loon  imagming  that 
the  emperor  Paul  was  Hindly  attac)ied  to  its 
interefts,  ventured  to  give  a  copy  of  thefe 
articles.  That  fubtle  cabinet  was  fof  once 
niiftaken.  The  emperor  felt  the  indignity 
of  the  adion,  and,  himfelf  a  man  of  honour, 
and  a  nionarch  refpe6tful  of  the  facrednefs 
of  a  fbvereign's  word,  he  anfwered  the  Com- 
munication as  became  the  nephew  of  Peter 
the  Great.  Pruffia  fubmitted,  and  the  pro- 
jjcft  was  abandoned.  Ruffia  was  actually 
preparing  to  affift  Auftria  iefFeilually,  when 
the  Emporor,  who  was  ignorant  of  this  and 

'     H  H  3  feveral 
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fevcral  other  favourable '  circufflftaiic?es^,  •  fee- 
ing his  capital  menaced  by  By onaparte,  un- 
luckily .  figaed  the  preUrtiiharies  of  \  peace 
with  France !     I  fhall  make  no  conin^ent  on 

,  this  unfortunate  event,  which  no  one 'had 
'  reafbn  to  exp^ft,  and  certain  it  is,  that  a  few 
days,  perhaps  a  few  hours,  delay  would  have 
prevented  it,  ^  The  empctor  of  Ruffi'a  was 
greatly  and  juftly  offended.  If  he  haye  any 
predileftiori  for  Pruflia,  certain  it  is  that  he  is 

^  incapable  of  entering  into  meafures  iniquitous 
in  themfelves  and  banefuj  in  their '  corife- 
quences,  tending  to  tTie  difmemberfnent  of 
Germany;  and  the  only  obftacle  which  now 
feems  to  prevent  his  fteppTng  forward  with 
that  vafi:  weight  of  power  he  connnaands,  is 
the  uncertainty  of  the  political  lyftem  adopt-r 
ed  by  the  young  king  of  Pruffi^.  While  the 
old  minifters  continue  in  office,  can*  it  bepre- 
fumed  that  their  fyftem  is  hot  that  which  the 
king  approve??  Is  it  to  be  expefted  that  a 
young  prince  has  energy  of  mirid,  and  know- 
ledge of  affairs  fufiicient,  'by  his  arguments, 
to  convert  or  to  over-rule  \he  opinions  of  a 
.whole  cabinet?  ^  We  mull  judge  of  the  fyf- 
tem  of  a  priiice  t?y  the  knowii  iyftem  of  his 
piinilters  in  omce. 

If,  however,  becaufe  the  emperor  has  made 
peace,  we  make  peace,  arid  fuch  a  pe^ee  as 
the  bloated  inlblence  of  the  enemy  diiftate^ 
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to  US,  we  fhall  be  fhut  out  of  every  port/from 
the  Elbe  to  the  coaft  of  Africa;  we  fhall 
foon  be  driven  out  of'Iudia.;  prance,  and  its 
allies,  will  foon  have  a  naval  power  (liperior 
to  that  of  Great  Britain,  and,  qui  mare  teneat 
cum  fitceffe  rerum  potiru .  Cic.  '  Without  our 
trade  how  is  our  navy  to  exift?  how  are  our 
funds  to  be*faifed?'If  wediiband  our  armies^ 
we  Ihall  be  attacked  unprepared ; ,  if  we  do 
not,  what  oeconomy  will  there  he  in  a  peace  ? 

It.  now  remains,  therefore,  to  be  feen, 
whether  the  love  .of  our.  country  and  of  li- 
berty,: which  fired  the  breafts  of  our  ancef- 
tors,  and  led  them  on  to  thofe  glorious  exer- 
tions, wjiich  procured  us  our  h^ppy  ^nd  free 
conjiitutkn^  be  tranfmitted  to  their  defcen-. 
dants;  and  whether  we  will  fpill  our  blood 
to  defend  what  they*  fpilt  their  blood  to  pur- 
chafe  for  us.  .  It  remains  to  be  fecn  whether 
we'  are  flill  free  Britons,  or  humiliated  flaves, 
ready  to  receive  with  open  arms  the  deathful 
hug  of  French  fraternity,  and  fubmit  to  the 
defpotic  five-handed  fceptre  of  French  li- 
berty. 
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CHAPTER    XL 

J 

0/  the  Brlti/k  Trade  with  Turkey. ' 

FORMERLY  the  trade  to  Turkey  was  of 
confi^erable  importance  to  this  country, 
but  of  late  years  it  had  been  languishing,  and 
at  laft  dwindled  into  a  ftate  <*f  insignificancy, 
when  the  prelent  wai'  entirely  put  a  ilop  to 
all  communication  with  the  ports  of  the 
Levant. 

As  this  tf ade  will  be  again  opened,  when 
a  peace  takes  place,  an  invtdfHgation  of  Ac 
eaufes  of  its  decline,  and  the  means  to  give 
it  its  ancient  extcnfionj  may  not,  in  the 
iteean  time,  be  unimportant  to  the  govbm* 
riient  and  to  the  inerchants  of  this  couitfry* 
-  The  caufes  of  its  gradual  decline  arc, 
ift,  the  rivalihip  of  cfther  European  nations; 
2dly,  the  diminution  of  the  confiimption  of 
our  manufaftures  in  Turkey,  by  the  impo* 
veriftied  ftate  of  the  couetryr  jdly,  ibme 
branches  of  trade  being  got  into  other  chan- 
nels ;  and  4thly,  the  monopoly  of  the  Levant 
company  in  London. 

With  refpeft  to  the  rivalfliip  of  other  na- 
tions, that  caufe  will  be  confidered  when  I 
8  ^  fpeak 
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ipeak  of  the  Levant  company.  A$  to  the 
imRoveriflied  ftate  of  Turkey,  it  muft  afFefit 
the  trade  of  other  European  nations  as  well 
as  our  own;  if  we  are  not,  therefore,  to  ex- 
.pe6l  to  fee  it  again  in  that  flourifliing  ftate  in 
which  it  was,  when  there  were  forty  Engliih 
houfes  of  trade  at  Aleppo  (at  prefent  there 
is  but  one)  we  may  at  leaft  expe6l  to  have  the 
iame  proportion  of  it  as  we  then  had ;  and  if 
we  acquire  only  this,  our  trade  to  the  Levant 
will  ftill  be  a  national  obje6l.  Some  branches 
of  trade  are  got  into  other  chaimels;  this 
regards  principally  certain  imports  from  Tur- 
key, and  particularly  of  filk  from  Aleppo, ' 
whence  formerly  larger  quantities  of  Per- 
iian  filk  came,  which  is  not  now  brought 
thither,  but  the  Eaft  India  Company  fupply 
our  market  cheaper  and  more  abundantly. 
-Cor^ii^erable  quantities  of  cotton  and  drugs 
CORierfrom  Holland  and  from  Italy,  which 
formerly  came  dire6h  This  will  alfo  be  ac- 
counted iot  in  the  next  confideratipn,  r  the 
inoftqpoly  of  the  Levant  company* 

It  is  often  neceffary,  and  where  mer<:hants . 
.  undertake .  to  open  to  the  country  a  new 
branch  of  trade,  and  where  the  expence 
and  ri&.  is.  great,  it  is  juft,  to  grant  them  ex- 
clufive  privileges,  or  monopolies,  for  a  cer- 
tairi  limited  time,  to  prevent  others  from 
reaping  the  harveft  they  had  fowh,  and  to 

fecure 
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fecurc  their  laudable  induftry  as  far  as  poA 
fible  fron>  ri(k;  but  when  that  riik  exifts 
no  more,  and  when  they  have  reaped  their 
harvcft  over  and  over  again,  and  have  had  a 
fiill  compeniation  for  thdir  rilk,  their  in- 
duftry, and  their  expence,  the  country  at  large 
has  a'  right  'to  a  participation  of  the  trade. 
There  may,  ihdeed,  fbmetimes  exift:  circum- 
stances of  a  peculiar  nature,  w:hich  give  them 
a  claim  to  a  longer  indulgence  in  their  mo- 
nopoly^ particularly  where  that  monopoly  is 
not  injuridus*,  but,  on  the  contrary,  beneficisil 
to  the  country  in  general  (and  luch  is  the  cafe 
of  the  Eaft  India  cdmpaiiy ;)  but  in  a  trade 
where  the  merchants  have  no  commort  Jiock^ 
and  can  urge"  none  of  the  above  reaibns  ia 
defence  of  their  monopoly ;  where  they  can- 
not prove  that  any  particular  hfs  would  ac- 
crue to  them  by  aboliihing  if ;  where  it  has 
operated*  as  a  reftraint  on  the  trade,  con- 
fining it  to  narrow  bounds,  and  giving  a  de- 
cided fuperiority  to  their  rivals  of  other  na- 
tions, *to  the  almoft  total  "exclufion  of  the 
produ6ts  arid  manufaftures  of  their  country 
from  that  to  which  their  privilege  exclu- 
lively  permits  them  to  trade,  ought  in  com- 
mon fenfe  fuch  a  monopoly  to  exift  ?  The 
Levant  company  is  truly  become  the  dog  m 
the  manger '\  it  does  nbt  t)peiiate  fo  much  to 

''  '  .-•-'..-  the 
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the  profit  of  the '  company,  ds  to  thq  loft  of 
the  country,       *  ^.         ,    . 

This  monopoly  Is  of  a  firigular  Aature : 
it  has  none  of  the  advantages  of  a  common 
ftock,  in  which,  many  individuals  rifle  fmall 
fums,  but  which  in  the  aggregate  amount 
to  a  larger  c&pital'  than  any  one  merchant 
or  fet  of  merchants  poffeTs,  or*  would  choole 
to  rifk^;  -a  comtnbn  flock  to  which  any  one 
may  contribute,^  and  which  thereby,  ftriftly 
fpeaking,  ceafe^  to  be  a  monopoly;  it -is  a 
pri"  ilege  granted  to  cet^tatn  perfons  only  to 
trade  to  Turkey,  each- with  his  own  capital, 
aiid  for  his  .own  particular  account  and  ri&, 
without  any  affignable  reifon  why ;  they 
fhould  be  preferred  to  others  his  maj^fty's 
fubjeds  :  it  has  all  the  difadyantage$  of 
other  monopolies';  it  has  liot  one  of  their 
advantages,    ^  '     '  "^     •  " 

In '  fpeakirrg  thus  freely  of  the  company^- 
I  fblemnly  xleclare  that  I  hav«  no  private 
motive,  no  rancour  againft  any  individual, 
and  no  inducement  for  writing  oh  this'  liib- 
jeft  but  the  advantage  of  the  country.  The 
few  members  of  the  company^  with  whorti 
I  am  acquainted  I  perfonally  refpefl  and 
highly  efteerii  :  on  this  lubje<5l  they  muft 
differ  with  me ;  they  are  bound  by  oath  to 
fupport  thie  interefts  of  their  body. 
The  trade  pf  all  ot^er  hatioas  to  Turkey 
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is  free^  and  they  have  e^qx^rienced  the  ad* 
vantage  of  being  liberated  from  the  fettos 
pf  exdbifive  privileges.  Let  every  obftaclc 
be  removed  in  this  country  to  an  equally 
frt:^  commerce,  and  the  fupcrior  induftrjTp 
ikiU>  and  riches  of  our  manufa6hirers,  our 
traders,  aiid  our  navigators,  wiU  again  reftore 
to  u*  Qur  Ic^  Turkey  trade.  . 
.  It  amy  be  l^id^  that  at  prefeut  the  Levant 
company  is  not  a  monopoly,  as  any  one,  by 
payiiig  twenty  pounds,  may  become  a  member 
of  it.  When  the  trade  was. already  ruined, 
it  was  imagined  that  this  r^ulatioa  was 
^sqiumkiit  to  layii^  the  trade  open  (a  proof 
that  gpvernment  have  thought  it  necc^&ny  to 
abolifli  the  moaopoLy)  but  the  bye-laws  of 
the  <aDmp«iy»  and  the  power  to  cEibrce  tbem, 
wsrt  p^rmAttod  to  exift,  and  tbeie  &>  fetter 
the  trade  to  new  adventurers,  that  few  have 
/outid  their  account  ift  purfuing  it,  and  the 
tx}8^  fliU  cem^ias  a  nKH>op^  in  i^vor  qf 
.the  old.  houie^ 

It  will  fee  neeeffery  to  p^s-ii>  review  tfaefc 
Jjyc-laws,  .which  have  i^rated  fb  inj^rioufly 
;to  the  trade  in  general,  and  to  ihow  how 
they  havc.gr adually  eile^ed  its  total  ruin,  and 
the  intcodu^liori  of  rivals,  who  have  ^otti^n 
pofTeffion  of  what  we  have  loft. 

By  one ,  «f  the  bye-Jaws,  for  iiiftaACC)  it 
was  enaided|i  thai  jali  mfiK$:haadi;ze  hroiight 
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from  Turkey^  afid  imp()rted  into  England^ 
ihould  be  the  produce  of  goods  exported 
from  England  to  Turkey.  The  following 
are  the  words  of  the  bye-law : 

♦'  That  upon;  entering  goods  received  in 
*'  England  from  Turkey  or  Egyptytv^ty  mem* 
*^  ber  fhall  in  like  munher  fiibicribe  the  fol- 
lowing affirmation ;  videlicet  ; 
^^  I  affirm^  by  the  oath  I  have  taken  to  t» 
Levant  conipar^^  that  the  goods  above  men^ 
•^  tioned  are  for  etccount  of^  niyfelf  or  others 
^"^  free  of  the  faid  company^  or  of  fuch  as  nons^- 
have  their  licence  to  trade^  and  are  beyond 
the  feas  ;^  and  that  the  faid  goods ^  mr  €my 
pari  of  them  J   are  not^  to  the  beji^  of  my 
knowledge y    the  produce   of  gold  or  Jilver^ 
either  in  coin  or  bullion^  fent  into  T^urkey  % 
but  that  the  faid- goods  are  pur  chafed  by 
**  merchandize^,  or  monies  arifing  Or  to  arife 
from  the  f ale  of  merchandise  fent  into^  'Turkey 
or  Egyptyfrom  Europe^  or  from  the  Britijh 
fettlements  in  America^  on  account  of  freemen 
of  the  Levant  company  ^  orfuch  as  have  their 
^*  licence  to  trade  ^  and  of  which  regular  entries 
^  have  been  made  with  the  company^  -  or  are 
'  pur  chafed  by  freight  received  in  Turkey  or 
'^SyP^'f  ^y  MP^  navigated  according  to  law^ 
which  freight   is  entirely    the  property  of 
members  of  the  company^  or  fuch  a$  have 
**  their  licence  to  trade.- ^  .      ■ 

And  every  merchant  or  fa 6lor  in  Turkey 
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or  Egypt  is  required  to  mak^  i  fimilar  af*-* 
fidavit,  on  exporting  good^  from  Turkey  for 
England,  and  to  give>  on  oath,  an  exaft  ac- 
count of  every  kind  of  tranfadion  or  bufineis^ 
direft  and  indireft,  fb  that  all  his  affairs 
become  known* 

The  objeft  of  this  law  is  evidently  Co  en- 
'  courage  the  exportation  of  cloth  ;  and  when 
we  had  no  rivals,  it  produced  no  bad  ef- 
it&s  ;  but  it  fbon  produced  rivals,  ^«^//  con- 
tiftued  in  force  till  they  had  nearly  got  pojfejfton 
of  the  whole  cloth  trade.  Such  a  law,  indeed, 
was  fufficient  to  ruin  any  trade.  One  houfe 
may  deal  in  exports,  another  in  imports  j 
one  may  combine  its  Italian  with  its  Turkey 
trade;  another  may  fend  veffels  for' the  car- 
rying trade  ;  but  if  every  individual  houfe 
be  obliged  to  keep  an  exa6l  regifter  on  oath, 
and  under  a  penalty  of  30  per  cent,  called 
*'  a  broke^''  of  all  its  exports  and  imports, 

• 

and  to  balance  them  exa6ilv,  how  is  fuch 
a  trade  to  profper,  where  the  profits  are  re- 
duced by  the  rivalfhip  of  foreign  nations? 
This  bye-law  at  length,  when  it  had  pro- 
duced the  full , effect  of  its  ill  tendency,  was 
repeafedj  but  the  trade  w^as  not  revived  f 
fo  difficult  is  it  to  turn  back  commerce  from 
channels  into,  which  it  has  run. 

It  will  be  alked  then,  what  are  the  re- 
ftraints  which  now  lie  on  the  trade  ^ 

The 
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The  lubjeftion  to  the  control  of  the 'com- 
pany ;  the  neceffity  of  making  entries  with 
it  of  all  their  tranfadions  on  oath,  and  not 
being  '  ahh  to  be-  concerned  in  any  wife  with 
others  not  free  of  the  company,  or  foi^eigners  ; 
the  power  in  the  company,  for  the  leaft 
violation  of  their  rules,  to  inflift  a  penalty  of 
20  per  cent.  ;•  the  idea  of  reftraint,  and  the 
appreheniion  of  violating  a  fblemn  oath,  have 
made  niany  determine,  to  trade  with  Turkey 
through  foreien  and  circuitous  channels, 
without  becoming  free  ^of  the.  company  ; 
witnels  the  very  large  quantities  of  cottons 
and^  drugs,  &c.  which  come  from  Holland 
and  Italy,  as  the  tuftom-houfe  books  prove. 
This  was  the  cafe  till  our  trade  to  Holland 
and  the  Mediterranean  was  flopped  by  the 
war,  and  in  that  fame  iituation  we  (hall  be  - 
when  a  peace  takes  place. 

The  drugs,  &:c.  which  are  imported  from 
Italy,  were  carried  thither  from  Turkey  ; 
they  had  already  given  a  profit  to  the  Italian 
fa6lor  in  Turkey ;  to  the  importer,  apd  to 
the  purchafer  in  Italy,  whq  cleans,  aflbrts, 
repacks,  and  often  adulterates  them  ;  to  the^ 
commiffioner,  .who  purchafes  them  for  his 
correfpondent  in  England  ;  to  which  add 
charges,  and  intereft  of  money  for  ib  long  9, 
difburfement,  which  the  different  people 
through  vvhofe  hands  the  merchandize  has 
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gone  have  all  calculated^  as  well  as  their 
profits,  double  freights,  and  lidding  and  un- 
loadings  &c.  &c* 

Cottons  are  imported  ftom  Hollaiid,  be- 
caufe  the  company  cannot  import  themfelve^ 
enough  for  the  confumptioii ;.  and  the  rea- 
fbn  why  they  do  not  is,  becauie  the  old  mem^ 
ber$,  who  are  under  no  apprehenfions  of  the 
bye-laws,  FiKD  other  articlbs  enow  to 

EMPJLOY  THEIR  WHOLE  CAPITAL,  AND 
BEYOND  TftAT  THE  TRADE  CANNOT  IK- 
CREASE.  This  is  the  reafon,  as  will  be  fccn 
hereafter  more  fully,  why  the  trade  in  exports 
as  well  as  imports  is  confined  within  luch 
nairow  bounds. 

The  Britiih  merchants  in  Italy  and  other 
^  foreign  countries,  not  being  members  of  the 
company  (and  to  become  free  of  the  com- 
pany they  muft  come  to  England)  cannot 
tracb  with  Britifh  houfes  in  Turkey,  and 
thefe,  if  they  will  trade  to  Italy,  muft  trade 
with  foreigners  :  thus  all  combinations  of 
the  trades  are  "prevented.  Enghfh  veffels  in 
the  Mediterranean  might  often  make  a 
voyage  to  Turkey,  inftead,  of  lying  in  an 
Italian  port,  and  return  time  enough  to  take 
in  their  cargoes  for  England. 

The  great  preference  given  to  Britifh  vef- 
fels in  the  Mediterranean  would  aflure  them 
an  employment  whenever  they  want  freights. 
This  carrying  or  caravan  trade  is  fo  exten- 

five, 
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five,  that  bcfides  the  French,  the  little  ftate 
of  Ragufa  has  no  lefs  than  400  veflels  in  it. 

Were  the  matters  of.  Ihips,  their  owners, 
and  the  Englifh  merchants  in  Italy  and  Tur- 
key, under  no  reftraint  in  regard  to  the  Le- 
vant company,  people  would  rilk  more  rea- 
dily the  fending  their  veflels  to  the  Medi- 
terranean to  get  employment. in  this  carrying 
bu£nefs,  and  their  Speculation  in  trade  being 
free,  they  would  find  means  to  employ  their 
vefTels  in  tlje  intervals  of  their  being  without 
freights ;  the  mailers,  owners,  and  corre- 
fpondents  might  combine  their  own  ipecula- 
tions  in  merchandize  with  their  carrying 
bufinefs,  and  thus  keep  them  conflantly  em* 
ployed.  It  is  the  want  of  thefe  refources  to 
our  Ihips,  that  prevents  Englifh  qwners  from 
fending  their  fhips  into  the  Mediterranean 
to  feek  freights,  and  prevents  the  few  which 
do  go  thither  from  profiting  fb  much  by^it  as 
thofe  of  other  nations,  whofe  houfes  of  trade 
are  nearer,  and  whofe  trade  is  under  no  re-^ 
ilri6lion$. 

Had  the  Turkey  trade  in  England  ne- 
ver been  a  monopoly,  the  French  would 
never  have  got  pofTeffion  of  almofl  all  the 
cloth  trade,  and  the  laying  it  open  '  will 
be  the  only  means  of  our  coming  in  agaiil 
for  any  confiderable  fhare  of  it.  There  is 
a  greater  deniand  in  Turkey  for  the  light 
Languedoc  cloths,  than  for  any  other  fort, 
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The  Turks  clothe  their  fervants  twicst  a 
year,  and  the  French  cloth,  made  into  looik 
garmeota  (which  laflr  fiiach*  longer  than  the 
tight  European  drefs)  is  fboag  enoo^  fcMr 
thdr  purpoie,  mvi  its  cheapae&  caufer  it  to 
be  prefenreii  ;.  poorer  people,  who  fbmx  the 
great  body  of  confumerSy  buy  il  al(b  for  aco- 
nomical  reaifbns.  £ng)iih  broad  doth^  caKed 
inahoot  (of  a  light  quality,  made  purpofely 
for  the  Tupkey  market)  is  only  worn  by 
thoie  in  eafier  cifcuraftances,  Confiderable 
quantities  of  doth  have  alfb  of  late  year* 
come  to  Turkeyj^o;»  Gamany^ 

It  is  the  opinion  of  many  people  well  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  matters,  that  the  Eng- 
liib  manitfa^rers  might  make  the  fame  fbrt 
of  cloth  as' the  Langucdoc,  and  as  cbcs^as 
the  French ;  but  as  long  as  the  Levant  oem- 
pany  exifts,  who  is  to  undertake  it?  Were 
the  trade  laid  entirely  open,  it  is  probable 
that  an  kinds  of  Engltflt  maniifiiclurcrs 
would  fend  people  (called  riders)  to  Turkey 
to  feek  for  commiflions,  as  they  do  to  all  parts 
of  Europe.  This  praftice,  though  not  very 
agreeable-  to  TLngliJli  merchants  (which  how- 
ever may  not  be  the  cafe  in  Turkey,  as  they 
may  find  the  mediation  of  merchants  neccf- 
fiiry)  would' greatly  incrcafe  the  vent  pf^Eng- 
lifh  commodities,  and  thefe  induftrious  peo- 
ple might  poflibly  be  the  means  of  our  re- 
gaining th^  cloth  trade. 

3  ^^' 
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^ he  few  merchants  who  ate  in  the  trii}fecr?t 
of  the  Levant  trade y  can  emphy  in  ft  iketr 
wkoLE  CAPITAL  dchantageoufy^  and  thert'^ 
fore  do  Hoifeek  for  netv  dranches,  or  hdw  th 
recover  old  ones  which  are  lof. — Thi^  is  the 
crreat  fecret. 

The  French  do  riot  ^  their  wool  chejapef 
than  we  do ;  the  prtszt  of  labour  may  be  lels^ 
btit  will  not  fuperiof  IkiH  and  induftry,  with 
larger  capitals,  compenfate  this  fingle  cir^ 
cumftance  againft  vis  ?  Experience  in  othef 
articles  fliews  it,  as  in  the  mariufadures  of 
Manchefter,  Sheffield,  and  Birmingham. 

It  is  very  worthy  of  attention,  that  the* 
French  cannot  make  fo  cheap  as  we  can  the 
feme  kinds  of  cloth,  which  our  people  briiig 
to  the  Turkey  market ;  it  is  not  that  they 
cannot  make  them  fb  fine,  for  they  make  in 
France  much  finer  clpth  than,  that  kind  of 
broad  cloth  made  in  England  purpofely  for 
the  Turkey  market.  There  is  alfo  a  coarfe 
ftrong  cloth  brought  to  Turkey  from  Eng- 
land, called  londras ;  thefe  the  French  cannot* 
make  So  cheap  neither  ;  nor  are  their  fhal- 
loons  fo  cheap.  In  Ihort,  there  is  no  fort  of 
woollen  ftuff  made  in  the  two  countries,  of 
the  fame  quality,  which  the  Englifh  io  not 
fell  cheaper  than  the  French.  The  fa6l 
feems  to  be,  that  the  Frerich  invented  a 
kind  of  cloth  more  proper  for  the  general 
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obniumptiou  of  Turkey  than  that  which  the 
.Engliih  bad  brought  thither,  and  the .  Eng* 
lifti  never  attempted  to  follow  their  exam- 
plc»  but  continued  c^rying  to  the  market  a 
{on  of  cloth,  which  at  laft  got  almoft  out  of 
ufc.  Whenever,  the  Englijli  Jhall  have  made 
and  hrought  ta  \turkey  the  fame  kind  of  cloth 
as  the  French^  and  cannot  afford  it  fo  cheapo 
then  with  certainty  we  may  coticlude  that  the 
Trench  have  an  advantage  over  us ;  but  till 
then  it  ought  to  be  doubted^  and  certainly  it 
merits  the  trial ;  but  a  Ikir  trial  never  can 
be  made  till  the  Levant  trade  is  entirely 
free. 

fiut  even  fuppofing  that  we  cannot  regain 
the  cloth  trade,  there  are  very  many  other 
objciSls  worth  attending  to,  and  which  may  he 
of  great  national  advantage. 

The  Manchefter  fluffs  would  find  a  cjreat 
Vent  in  all  parts  of  Turkey.  The  manufadb- 
ries  of  Aleppo  and  Danxafcys  are  almoft 
ruined,,  and  if  the  Manchefler  people  were 
to  imitate  the  Turkifh  patterns  of  their 
fluffs,  they  could  certainly  afford  them 
cheaper*  Inaitations  of  the  Surat  and  Ben- 
gal goods  of  filk  and  cotton^  which  are  enor- 
moiifly  dear,  would  find  alfb  a  ready  fale  in 
Turkey,  and  cotton  velvets,  velverets^  &c. 
Birmingham  and  Sheffield  wares  would  be 
aifticles  of  importance.    The  Turks,  both  in 
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Europe  aihd  Afia,  have  a  great  partiality  for 
all  thefe  kiixds  of  Englifh  manufaduresi  and 
in  general  the  epithet  Englifh  is  iyhonimous 
with  excellent. 

Thefe  articles  at  prefent  are  not  attended 
•to  ;  but  the  mafters  of  fhips,  ,who  bring  out 
their  little  venturts  to  Turkey  in  a  contra^ 
band  naanner,  in  thefe  kind  of  things,  ^ake 
"great  profits ;  they  can,  however,  bring  only 
fmall  quantities,  left  the  Levant  compiiny 
fhould  take  umbrage  at  it,  A  few  of  thei^ 
goods  alio  find  their  way  to  Turkey  from 
Italy,  but  greatly  enhanced  in  their  pricfc^ 
from  the  many  hands  they  go  through,  and 
therefore  this  channel  does  Aotaifbtd  a  gftttt 
vent  for  them.  Linen  may  likewife  bean 
article  of  exportation  for  Turkey.  The;  Turks 
wear  linen  of  a;  hard  twifted  thread,  very 
open  and  unbleached,  which  comes  moftly 
/rom  Egypt,  an^d  is  exceedingly  dear,  but  is 
the  moft  pleafant  kind  to  wear  in  hot  wear 
ther.  No  European  nation  has  yet  under- 
taken to  imitate  it,  but  it  is  probable  it  might 
Jbe  made  in  Ireland  infinitely  cheaper  than  in 
Egypt:  if  this  was  the  cafe,  it  would  be  of 
great  importance.  Tlie  German  linens  bcgi^i 
to  be  fold  in  cdtifiderable  quftatities  in  Turkey, 
but  they  never  will  fupply  the  place  of  the 
Egyptian,  qn  account  of  their  quality.  Vaft 
quantities  of  the  aboye  mentioned  articles 
-  ^13  cornc 
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come  from  Venice  and  Gernaany,  ^h^«  th^ 
;^]m  dearer,  and  ^f  worfe  quality^  fli^ii  thQjS^ 
x^anufa^ured  in  £aglan4* 

Were  1  to  enter, into  an  e^iumer^tiod  pf 
fali,  tl)e .  I^^l^fh  maQufai9:ures  that  coul^  be- 
j^d  in  Tjiri^y^  and  particularly  in  the  in- 
jteripr  p^rt^  of  Afia,  anjd  point  put  the  diffe- 
.fiPjB$  pprt^^tp  yhiw?^  tli^y.pHgl^t  ^  j5ji}t»  th/e 
jdetail  wopld  bf  too  lopg  for  a  general  reprc^ 
,j^|}ffttip9  ;  but,  colle^ively  it  muft  ^e  very 
^^^io\|Si  tfl  fv^y  perfoa  S9qi»abted  l)ut  ge- 

Ae^^Uy ,  .THifi  tf^  t/:^®  ;9f  T»rKey,  th^t  our 
..^^j[port^^0!9S  t9  that  cqu^^try  ^^  be^onae  pf 

ig«at.  iflc^pprt^nce  in,  a   fgjy  year?,  wpr^  tlje 

|»ft|S^PQjy'f«nR<?ye4f  *4<i'  !^.  »gent»  of  tte 
^a4>Vi^ydla?e]f$    fent  to  Aavd:  thrc^agh  thje 

3C0wi|:ry,  and  get  cerJam  b^Armation  of  tte 
•ft%tje  qf  its  tjade  and  man.ijfj^bwes. 
/  .  Salf  Mh'i  i^ojild  the  ^Newfoundland:  fliigs, 
a&Q.  go  ^dtfj^ilry  teiTvfkey4si  thiey  go  to  Italy^ 
4irwld(i>e  a  v/ery,.ii«q^4aftant  .bianclj. 
•-  The  jEflfi  liidia  c©mpatt)(;  i^QuW  fijpply  tite 
iXwkey  e^$f ket  with  j»iiCfe>s;  mw h  «hea^ 
.^h*n  they  are  brought  by  tlbwi  way  ^  of  B»i£>w» 
of  Gi4ds».aiiA  §*1Q«,  vyii(^:^ti5»d^  la  eis^ifcly 
iu  the  hands  c^  tbe)r  -  fctvaats .:  the  triai  t«s 
been  fpcceisfully  vf^di^i  feifc:il^,  membQfS  .of 
^he  j^evantxapapaii)^  hav^.QthQO  articks  ciioW 
j/i  >vhich  tQ^ijvfig:  :^hj^c  wJbolS;Cftpitftl&c<^t^. 

'      :  *        —  -  to 
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to  Turkey.  BritiHi  muflms  (f.  e^  manufac- 
ttii-ea  in  Britaiti)  alfo-  fell  to  confiderablc 
profit. 

Let  ail  thi^  be^  mere  fuppbfition,  is  not  thd 
objd6t  of  impdrtance  enough  to  give  it  a  fait 
trial  ?  and  does  siot  <rammon  ienfe  fay,  that  k 
trade  freed  from  dbftacles  mud  flour i(h  more 
than  when  clogged  with  the  moft  tinfupport- 
able  fhackles,  or  with  any  fhackles  at  all  ? 
May  it  not  be  alked,  what  juft  right  have  the 
members*  of  the  Levaitt  company  to  lay  re* 
ftraints  on  this  trade  by  their  bye-laws  ?  I  have 
heard  this  fiibjeft  difcuflfed  in  Turkey,  where 
people  certainly  underftand  the  trade  -of  the 
country  betrei'  than  in  Englandi  and  I  iiever 
beard  oneplaufible  reafon  ailed ged  in  favour 
of  rfie  company.  Sophiftical  arguments  ftia^* 
be  produced  in  London,  which  may  appear 
plaufible  to  thofe  who  are  not  infornied  of. 
the  real  ftate  of  matters  in  Turkey. 

To  (how  what  little  efforts  have  been  matfe 
by  the  comj>any  to  elctend  rhe  trade,  and  hoW 
little  they  deviate  from  the  footfteps  of  their 
forefathers,  I  will  cite  two  flriking  inftances : 

Mr.  John  Humphfys,  of  Constantinople, 
was  the  firf^,'who,  a  few  years  ago,  imagined 
that  Engliih  fliaiteons  might  be  fold  in  Coti- 
ilaiitinople,  A\\A  threy  foanilxecame  a  very  kn- 
pcrtant  article  iot  exportatioil  to  Turkey. 
/  The  Fi^cnch  have  not  been  able  to  make 
them  ib  cheap. 
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Mr*  Peter  Took,  of  Conftantinople,  only 
about  twenty  years  ago,  diicovered  that  be 
might  buy  raw  filk  from  the  iirft  hands  at 
Bruia  (the  hills  behind  this  eity  are  vi£ble 
from  our  merchants  houfes  in  Pera)  and  thus 
make  his  returns  dire6l  to  England.  Before 
that  period,  from  the  £ril  exigence  of  the 
company,  the  merchants  of  Confbntinople 
had  always  ient  their  money  to  Smyrna  to  be 
invefted  in  filk,  which  the  Turks  and  Jews  of 
Smyrna  bought  at.Bruia., 
'  There  is  a  great  demand  in  Turkey  for 
Stafibrdlhire  e^rthen^ware^  which  would  be- 
come a  very  important  article  of  commerce. 
M  _  Perhaps  the* greiateft  importation  of  Britifli 
articles  into  Turkey  would  *  be  by  foreigners, 
or  natives  of  the  Turkilh  pr6vinces,  as  is 
the  cafe  in  many  branches  of  our  commerce, 
where  fuch  reftraints  on  foreigners  do  not 
cxift ;  for  inftance,  every  one  knows  that  not 
one- tenth  part  of  our  exports  to  Ruflia  arc 
on  account  of  the  Ruffia  company  in  London, 
or  of  the  BritUh  faQory  in  Ru0)a«  Thefe  ar-. 
tides  are  fent  to  Ruflia  for  account  pf  foreign- 
ers  fettled  n;L  Ruffia,.  or  Ruflians,  and .  ibmc 
part  for  account  of  ^>ur  manufadhirers.  With 
reipeft  to  Germany  this  is  ftill  more  the  cafe.. 

The  JLevant  company  exa6i;  a  duty  on  all 
merchandize  exported  to  and  itnpprtcd  from 

..   Turkey, 
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Turkey>  bcfides  a  qonfiilage  in  the  ports*  of 
Turkey  on  all  the  exports  and  imports  iii' 
Britiih  veffels.  This  confulage  is  a  very 
heavy  burthen  on  our  trade,  and  particularly 
when  it  is  coufidered  that  fome  other  nations^ 

*  * 

fay  none.     The  jfollowing  are  the  words  of 

the  company's  bye-law  ;  . 

,    ^^  At  a  general  courts  &c.  the  following 

^^  orders  were  ^jiablijlied  as  proper  and  expe^ 

"  dientfor  the  support  of^  the  companyV 

AFFA^JRS,  and  for  the  government  of  the 

trade  ;  and  they  were  confirnied  at^  a  general 

**  courts  held  ^d  of  March  1775. 

//  was  refohed  and  ordered^'  I'hat  *all 
goods  exported  from  Turkey  or  Rgypt  for 
^  Great  Britain  jhqM  pay  three  canjulages  and 
\  one- half » or  ffven  in  the  hundred^  .according 
tp  the  rates  of;  the  company'* s  tariff  in  fuch 
fpecies  of  the  grand feigniofs  coin  as  his  of^ 
\fcers  receive  for  cujloms  I  which  confulage 
Jhall  be  paid^  one-half  in  thirty  days^  and  thp 
other  half  infxty  days  after  the  departure-  tf 
thejhipj  S?r. ;  and  the  company'' s  treafurcr^ 
"  are  not  to.  take  any  notes,  or  obligations  for  the. 
^payments  of  \confulages^  but  they  are  to  inffi^ 
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**  ifpon^  being  paid  in  money  %vhen  it  is  due.  ^> 
^^  "^hat  all, goods'  imported^  &c.  into  Greed 
**  Britain^  Jhall  pay  one  impojkiqn  according  t/> 
^^  the, .  conhpanfs  rates ^  &c,  except  cotton  and 
^^  fnifryjlones^^c. 

« that 
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*^  ^hat  all  goods  imponed  into  Turkey  or 
^  ^SyP^^  y^'^^  Leghorn^  or  any  other  Port  or 
•*  Pdrts  of  Chrijiemhmj  by  British  sub- 
**  jECTs  01  British  ships,  for  account 
^*  of  foreigners,  Jhall  pay  a  confulage  of 
^  TWO  in  the  hundred^  &x. 

*'  7*hat  all  goods  exported  from  Conjlantino* 
^  pie  J  Smyrna^  and  Aleppo;^  to  Leghorn^  or  any 
^  of  her  foreign  port  or  ports  if  Chriflendom^  by 
^  Britijkfuhjeffs^  on  foreign  ships,* «?;:?  ac- 
•^  dount  of  Britijhfubjeiis^  Jhall  pay  a  confulage 
**  of  oHE  in  the  hundred^  &c. 

**  That  all  goods  imported  into  Turkey  'or 

^  ^STP^^  ^  fl^^^^^^y  ^P^^  Britijh  flips y  from 
^^\my foreign  port  J,  &c.fiall  pay  two  in  the  hm- 
^  dredy  &€.  and  in  Hie  manner^  exported^  two  in 
**  the  hundred^  &c.^^  and  feveral  other  regula- 
tion&  for^he  paying  of  confiilage,  of  lefler  un* 
portancc,  ^hich  I  omit  for  brevity. 

**  April  29M,  1 785.     //  is  refolired  and  or^ 
^  deredy  ©V.   ' 

**  That  all  goods ^  excepting  rawflk,  mohair 
^yarn,  and  drugs ^  exported,  from  Turkey  and 

^  Anconaj  Fetticey  Meffina^  'Leghorn^  Gtnoa^  or 
^^'MarfeUks^for  the  purpofe  of  performing  t^a^ 
^  rantine,  arid  which  are  to  be  re-Jkipped  on  the 
^  fame  flip  for  Great  Britain  or  Ireland^  Jhall 
^  pay  a,  confulage  qf  two  in  the  hundred  only ^^ 
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IS^fides  thi^  revfeW9,  tht.  ipompany  have. 

for  many  yqars  r^ceiv^^.afii  afliftarice^ frooWw-.-^ 
LgQVernmeiit  ftlE  ^wp  thm&aid  pounds  a  year. 
iA)l  th^fe:(ufn.aj*fee3fpei>dedTfor;payuig  d  ps^rt 
j0f  the?  f2^1arx;Q^'the>*)tribiaffaaorsr  at  Conftanti- 
JtlOpJ^j  tha  coa3[l\i§  M  thQ  fev^ralpqrts  iu  Tw- 
icey,  th^  i^haficcUars  apd  difpgom^ns  (or  inter- 
preters) a^jd  .  ftxf  deff  ayiog  of  the.  expeoeias 
.attending  vifits  frQrxi  tka  amfeaflador  to  tl^  ,   . 
porte,  and  of  the  Qonfuls  to  paihas,  befidcs  ex- 
traordinary prefents  made  at  the  firft  audiettoe 
of  a»  .ne\y  ^j:?it>affadof  and  of  a^  conful ;  for 
paying  (^van^iqs,  (pn  ^^ipney  ejctOft^d  by  faife 
^CCui^tipns)   and  $i^b\\^  ;^ptr;^8   q(  confwb, 

which  W:ere  fprm^rly  very  poftly  j  m^  feially* 
for  the  exp^iKes  o^  the  tOPapfauy.  ^iad  i^ 
officers  at  home*  - 

;  Were  oui?  trade  pUt  oj)  the  fame  footing  * 
the  Rx)ffian,  the  five  tho^afand  pounds  govera^ 
nient  iiow  pi^ys,  would  perhaps,  more  than 
;fiifiBce  for  ali  th^  ei^p^noes:  which  then  would 
be  neceffary,.  and  that  our  trade  could  be.pvtt 
on  the  f£\ii?^.  fft^tidg^  I  fuppofe  nobody  wiH 
deny.  The  RuiSian  trade  to  Turkey  is  free 
to.  every  onq ; , .^here . is  np  tax  on  it,  eithjer 
undcf  the  appQllaiionof  eonfulihip  or  other- 
wii^  J  no  f(be  is  Cajccn.  at  any/ ambafiador^s, 
cflnfUl's^  or  chaiac^loc's  office,  for  documents 
jjiieQeffary  far  the  di^atch  of  trade;  ao  pre** 
ifcntg  are^rnoid^  by  cxj^afolsto  paflaas  or  •«*ha:  • 
i>ifi<;ers^  no  avania  is  fubmitted  to. 

Aconful 
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A  confiil  at  Smyrna  only  is  ncccffiiry.  Vice^ 
.-*  confuls  in  the  other  ports  would  anlwer  every 
purpofe  for  the  protection  of  trade ;  and  there 
would  be  found  merchants  enow,  who  would 
be  glad  of  the  office  without  pay,  for  the  ho- 
nour of  it,  which  in  Turkey  is  confiderable. 
There  is  at  this  day  no  neceffity  for  confuls 
living  in  fuch  great  ftate  as  they  did  a  few 
years  ago.  The  foreign  minifters  at  Con- 
ftantinople  have  very  confiderably  retrenched 
their  expenccs. 

The  power  of  an  ambaffador  and  of  a  confol 
in  Turkey  is  veiy  great ;  it  extends  even  to 
life  and  death.  By  one  of  the  articles  of  the 
capitulations  (or  treaty  with  the  porte)  it  is 
ftipulated,  that  in  all  criminal  cafes  wherein 
fubje6ls  of  the  porte  are  not  concerned,  am- 
'bafTadors  or  confuls  fhall  punifh  the  criminal 
according  to  the  laws  of  their  country.  In 
-the  Dutch  capitulations  this  is  expreiied 
flill  flronger.  As  crimes  committed  in  a 
ftate  are  crimes  immediately  againfl  that  flate, 
the  cognizance  of  thena  belongs  to  it  alone. 
The  fultan  delegates  his  power  to  the  ambaf^ 
iadors  and  confuls ;  and  if  in;  punifhing  the 
criminal  they  exceed  the  rule  prefcribed  by 
the  laws  of  their  own  country,  they  are  only 
anfwerabie  for  their  condu^  to  the  fultan ; 
but  the  *  fiiltan  takes  no  cognizance  of  it, 
therefore  they  are  without  control^  and  their 

,         -  :  ^  power 
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power  is  defpotic.  It  is  indeed  true,  that  they 
generally  fend  fuch  offenders  home  to  their 
country ;  there  have,  however^  with  other 
nations,  beda  exanaples  where  an  European 
has  killed  a  fubjed  of  the  porte,  and  jufticc 
being  demanded,  the  ambaflador  or  conful 
has  put  the  criminal  to  death.  Should  it  hap- 
pen that  an  Englifliman  killed  a  Turk,  it 
would  certainly  be  better  that  the  ambaflador 
or  conful  fhould  caufe  him  to  be  hanged  by 
his  own  people,  than  that  he  (hould  deliver 
hira  up  to  th^  Turks,  for  juflice  being  de- 
manded, there  is  no  other  alternative;  if  he 
efcaped,  the  confcquence  might  be  a  general 
xnaflacre  ;  we  have  lately  h^d  an  example  at 
Smyrna  exa6Hy  of  this  nature,  which  coft  the 
lives  of  many  hundreds,  and  caufed  the  Euro- 
pean quarter  to  be  reduced  to  aflies.  There  is 
no  polfibiiity  of  fending  the  criminal  home 
if  the  populace  demand  juftice. 

The  company  have  given  alfb  another 
power  to  the  ambafladors  and  confuls  over 
merchants,  which  free  traders  may  not  ap- 
prove of  Their  bye-law  is,  "  IfanyfaBor 
or  fa£iors  Jhall  have  any  dealings  with  any 
perfon  battulated  by  the  lord  ambajfador^  or 
the  conful  of  any  of  the  Scales  f ports ^  Scala 
Italian]  in  "Turkey^  with  the  advice  of  the  re^ 
fpe&ive  fa&oriesjfuchfa^or  or  factors  Jliall 
pay  a  fine  for  every  offence  to  the  amount  cf 

*'  three 
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•*  thfee  coflJUlages  upbn  the  value  6f  ike  tranf^ 
•*  ailion  hy  or  with  fucfi  bathilated  perfon^ 
^without  appeal^  ^c,^'  BatfU/atioH  VFtfk 
tberti  fisjAifies  iiiterdiftioa  of  all  coihxx^ere^ 
wMi  the  pprfon  b€ttiuldted.  Thfe  intention 
\va9  to  prevent  the  faftof s  or  n^rchanrts  hav- 
ing dealings  w^ith  litigious  perfons  of  the  conn- 
try  ;  but  this  power  has  been  abufed. 

The  ambaiftador  formerly  had  a  condder^ 
able  revenue  from  protections  gmnted  te  fob- 
y^Qi^  of  the  porte  ;  under  the  title  df  Baratli,- 
or  honorary  drogomai^  \  b^t  thefe  profe6li6n5 
having  been  totally  difregarded  by  the  pre&nt 
fokah^  who  without  any  ceremony  ha$  be- 
headed feveral  perforis  poflfeflfed  iaf  tKem-,  both' 
that  income  and  that  fource  of  conftant  liti-' 
gation  with  the  porte  are  partly'  dbfte  away.- 
It  were  to  be  wifhed  that  this  pfivilejre  was 
wholly,  abolifhed.  The  French  fcveral  tiikies* 
propofed  giving  it  up,  and  at  a  time  when  it 
was  re(|oe6led,  and  lucrative  to  their  ambaf* , 
ladoi's.    *  . 

The  French  alfb,  on  the  reprcfentation  of 
their  ambaflador,  M.  de  St  IPriefte,' laid  the 
Levant  trade  open ;  the  confequence  was^that 
immenfe  quantities  of  French  goods  were 
carried  to  Turkey  by  fubje6fe  of  the  porte; 
but  the  company  aft  Marfeilles  found  means 
to  ^tX:  their  exclufive  privilege  renewed ; 
they    had    fufercd,    but    the    country   had 

gained. 
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gamed.  At  prefent  every  one  has  liberty 
to  trade,  and  fince  pur  fleet  has  left  the  Me-t 
diterranean^  their  commerce  is  revived,  aodj^; 
except  the  tr^de  to  Great  Britain  be  equally 
free  when  a  peace  takes  place,  we  fhall  havq 
little  chance  of  being  able  to  rival  them.;  but 
we  muft  not  wait  till  that  period  arrive^  ^ 
to  lay  our  trade  open ;  it  muft  be  done  im-me- 
diately. 

As  all  iionamunication  with  the  Levant  by 
fea  is  cut  off,  there  remains  no  refource  to^ 
oi|r  merchants,  but  to  carry  on  their  trade 
through  Riiffia ;  and  though  this  be  a  cir- 
cuitous way,  it  is  not  by  far  fo  expenfive  as 
might  be  imagined.  The  freights  to  the  * 
Baltic  are  very  low,' as  half  the  fhips  go  out 
empty.  The  carriage  from  Riga  to  Cherfon^ 
or  Niccolai  on  the  Bog,  is  moftly  by  water^ 
and  the  land  carriage  in  Ruilia  is  not  one 
fourth  of  the  price  it  is  in  Germany.  The 
eXpencc  oa  cloth  would  be  trifling,  and 
on  cheap  and  bulky  goods  even  vvould 
i^ot  be  equal  to  the  enormous  price  of  in- 
fiirance  paid  for  armed  Ihips,  which  run 
tie  voyage  at  prefent,  and  which  is  not  equal 
to  the  riik ;  it  is  indeed  fo  great,  that  govern- 
ment (hould,  perhaps,  interfere.  At  Cherfoa 
there  are  good  veflels  to  be  found,  which  in 
three  days  may  cmTy  the  goods  to  Conitanti-. 
nople  at  a  reafonable  freight. 

But 
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But  in  order  to  open  luch  a  communica^ 
tion,  liberty  muft  be* obtained  of  the  emperor 
of  Ruffiatofend  merchandize  in  tranjito  (with^- 
out  paying  duty)  acrofs  Ruffia  ;  and  there  is 
no  doubt  but  that  fbvcreign,  who  has  ftudied 
Adam  Smith's  book  on  the  Wealth  of  Na- 
tions, and  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with 
the  principles  of  commerce  and  navigation, 
would  lee  the  very  great  advantage  .which 
would  accrue  to  Ruffia  by  fucli  a  trade,  both 
on  account  oi  the  fiims  which  would  remain 
.  in  thfe  country  for  expences  of  carriage,  the 
employment  of  a  number  of  people,  and  alfo 
the  encouragement  it  would  be  to  the  Ruffian 
navigation  in  the  Black .  Sea ;  but  he  never 
would  grant  fuch  a  privilege  to  a  part  of  the 
Britilh  nation  exclufively,  and  (hut  out  ii'om 
it  the  Ruffia  merchants,  who  carry  oh  a* 
branch  of  commerce  fb  advantageous  to  his 
empire,  nor  exclude  his  own  fubjedls  from 
it.  Before  this  can  ^ be  done,  the  Turkey 
company  muft  be  aboliffied. 

At  prefent  a  few  goods,  I  am  informed, 
have  been  fent  to  Hamburgh,  thence  to 
Vienna,  and  down  the  Danube,  where  they 
are  (hipped  for  Conftantinople.  The  freight 
to  Hamburgh  is  dearqr  than  it  is  to  Riga  ;-tb6 
charges  acrofs  Germany  ten  times  as  much  as 
acrofs  Ruffia.  At  the  mouth  of  the  Danube 
there  are  only  bad  Turkilh  or  Greek  vefTels  to 

be 
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be  ireighted,  on  which  no  regular  infurance 
can  be  made.  At  Gherfbn  there  are  fome 
hundreds  of  veffels,  among  which  many  equal 
thofe  to  b6  found  in  the  ports  of  other 
ieas,  and  a  reafbnable  infurance  may  be  made 
on  them  by  fafe  underwriters ;  but  the.  route 
through  Germany  does  not  neceflitate  au 
aboUtion  of  the  Levant  company. 


* 


Refpefiing  the  Inefficacy  of  the  (luarantine  Re^^ 
gulations  in  Great  Britain.     . 

• 

IT  has  been  faid,  **  if  every  kind  of  vefl^l 
have  leave  to  go  to  the  Levant,  we  fhall  run 
a  greater  rilk  of  having  the  plague  imported, 
than  while  the  company  exifts.  In  the  latter 
cafe  there  are  fewer  veffels,  and  thofe  veflfels 
belonging  to  the  company,  who  having  an 
intereft  that  they  perform  -  the  voyages  pre- 
feribed  to  them,  it  can  always  be  known 
where  they  have  been,  and  under  what  cir- 
cumrtances;  and  fbch  veffels  being  addreffed 
to  fa6lors  in  Turkey,  members  of  the  com- 
pany, and  under  its  diredion  and  the  control 
of  the  confuls,  they  cannot  in  an  irregular 
manner  leave  Turkey  without  thciF  defti* 
jiation  being  known,  and  without  having 

K  K  atteftations 
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atteftations  from  the  con{uls,ihowing  tlie  ftale 
of  the  health  of  the  port  in  the  Levant  from 
which  they  failed.'*^ 

In  anfwer  to  this  it  may  be  ofoferved,  that 
in  the  ports  of  the  Mediterranean,  not  (mlj 
veflels  belonging  to  thofe  ports,  but  of  all 
other  nations,  arrive,,  without  a^y  previous 
notice,  to  pierform  quarantine,  and  the  length 
of  their  qaarantine  is  regulated  by  the  bills- 
of-health  which  they  bring,  and  the  know- 
ledge which  the  officers  of  the  health-offices 
have  of  the  ftate  of  the  plague  in  every  part 
of  Turkey. 

Can  it  be  fuppofed  that  vcfTels  can  arrive 
in  the  ports  of  Great  Britain,  without  its 
being  known  whence  they  came  ?  The  regu- 
lations of  the  quarantine  aiid  of  the  cuftom- 
houfe,  as  they  now  exift,  are  lufficicnt  to  put 
this  beyond  doubt ;.  befides,  free  veflels  muft 
bring  ff<Mn  the  Levant  the  feme  papers,  fliow- 
ing  the  ftate  of  the  country  with  reipeft  to 
health,  as  are  now  required  rtf  the  company's 
fiiips;  the  rilk  will  not  therefore  be  aug- 
mented by  laying  the  trade  open* 

But  it  may  be  neceflary  to  examine  a  little 
more  narrowly  how  far  our  quarantine  re- 
gulations feclire  us  at  prefent  from  the 
plague.  After  all  that  has  been  laid  by  Dn 
Ruffd,  it  may  appear  indfeed  fupeffliious  to 
touch  this  fobjeft  again^  but  iince  his  excel- 
lent 


leht  treatife  has  produced  no  ameUoratbn  of 
thefe  regulations^  his  arguments  cannot  be 
too  much  enforced.  I  affirm,  not  only  from 
mj  own  knowledge  of  the 'nature  of  Iftxaret^ 
tos,  but  frdm  the  opinion  of  officers  of 
the  health  offices  at  Malta,  Leghorn,  and 
Marfeilles,.whom  I  confulted  on  the  fubje6v 

THAT  OUR  QVARANTINE  RBOtTLATIONS 
ARE  WHOLLY  INEFFECTUAL,  AND  THAT 
WE  ARE  CONSTANTLY  EXPOSED  TO  THE 
DANGER  OF  HAVING  THE  PLAGUE  IM-* 
PORTED  FROM  TURKEY,  BY  EVERY  VESSEL 
WHICH  COMES  DIRECTLY  FROM  THAT 
COUNTRY. 

I  A.  It  is  beyond  all  doubt  eftablifhed,  that 
the  miafm,  effluvia,  or  whatever  it  may.  ho 
called,  which  produces  the  plague,  may  re- 
hiain  in  an  adive  ftate^  &>  as  to  occafion  in-* 
fedion,  for  a  much  longer  time  than  is  re* 
quired  for  a  Teflel  to  load  m  Turkey,  make 
her  voyage^  and  perform  quarantine  in  Gireat 
Britain. 

2.  It  is  equally  certain  that  thefe  fomites, 
or  the  impregnation  of  iubftauces  with  pcfti* 
lential  miafinata,  cannot  be  deftroycd  but  by 
airing  a  certain  time,  by  fumigating,  by  waih^ 
ing,  -  by  moiftening  with  £uch  liquors  as  ate 
anti-peftilential,  or  by  expoiing  to  a  fevore 
cold  the  iubilances^  infe£^ed    Some  of  theft 
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means  dcftroy  the  miafm  in  a  (hort  time,' 
ibme  require  a  longer* 

3.  It  appears  from  Dr.  Ruffers  remarks 
(and  he  has  been  delicate  on  this  fubje6l  too) 
that  notwithftanding  all  the  fidelity  and  di« 
ligence  of  confiils^  infected  goods  may  be 
ihipped  without  dete6iion,  and  tliat  veifek 
may  fail  for  Britain  with  ^fdr  btll-crf -healthy 
having  infefted  goods  on  board. 

Now  as  merchandize  performing  quaran-^ 
tine  in  Britain  and  in  Holland  (where  the 
regulations  are  ftill  worfe)  are  never  opened 
and  properly  aired,  it  follows  that  fuch  qua- 
rantines are  not  Efficient  to  deftroy  the  fo- 
ftiites ;  nor  are  they  of  any  fervice  whatever, 
further  than  by  lengthening  the  time;  and 
if  this  b^  th^  objeft  of  our  quarantines,  the 
kngth  of  the  voyage  ought  to  be  taken  into 
confideration  in  eflablifhing  the  length  of  the 
quarantine  to  be  performed;  nor  are'  thefe 
quarantines  fafe  with  regard  to  other  circum- 
llances;  for  communication  with  thofe  who 
lupply  the  paffengers  and  fliip's  crew  with 
provifions,  &c.  is  not  fufficiently  guarded 
againft,  and  the  paffengers  and  the  crew, 
though  they  were  not  infefted  in  Turkey, 
are  liable  every  day,^  by  touching  the  cargo 
or  their  effects,  to  catch  the^plague,  and  to 
communicate  it  .to,  others;  nor'  is  fmuggling 
..    \ . :  ....  impoffible. 
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impoffible  as  the  lazarettos  now  arc  efta* 
bliflied. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  laws  of  this 
country  will  permit  fuch  a  police  to  he  ob- 
ferved  in  lazarettos  as  is  indiipenfably  ne- 
cefTary  to  lecure  the  country  from  the 
plague. 

*  .  The  officers  of  health  have,  in  the  Mcditer* 
ranean,  a  power  of  putting  to  death  imme- 
diately all  thofe  who  violate  the  laws  of  the 
quarantine  in  fuch  a  manner  as  that  con* 
tagioh  may  be  communicated,  and  their 
power  is  independent  of  the  divil  magiftratc 
'or  any  other  authority.  For  the  moft  trifling 
thing  fmuggled,  or  endeavoured  to  be  fmug* 
gled,  out  of  the  lazaretto,  the  offenders  arc 
^fhot  dead  the  inflant  they  are  detc^cd.  A 
perfbn  efcaping  from  the  lazaretto,  were  it 
but  one  hour  before  the  expiration  of  the  qua- 
rantine, is  equally  punifh^d  with  immediate 
death,  &c.  &c.  &c.  ♦ 

There  areneither  proper  places,  nor  build- 
ings, nor  regulations,  for  performing  qua- 
rantine in  fafety  in  Great  Britain, .  nor  is  the 
nature  of  quarantine  underflood  in  ourla^ 
zarettos. 

*  The  humane  Leopold,  when  Grand  Dukfc  of  Tuf*  ' 
cany,  though  he  would  not  fuiFer  a  murderer  to  be  put  tq 
death,  did  not  alter  the  quarantine  lawst 

i  K  K  3  It 
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It  may  be  aiked^  how  have  we  efcarped  the 
plague  fince  the  year  1666,  when  the  laft 
plague  \n  London  entirely  cea{ed«  I  anfwer^ 
i^htefly  by  not  admitting  ihips  with  foul  bills 
i>f  health  from  theLevajgit,  and  obliging  them 
to  per fof  m  quarantuie  in  the  Mediterranean 
fince  that  regulation  took  place,  and  by  God^s 
mercy  only  that  veflels  with  clean  bills  of 
health  have  not  brought  it. 

What  are  we  t6  do  ^  be  more  fecure  in 
future,  will  then  be  aiked.  The  anfwer  is 
very  fhort  and  obvious  ;  tp  oblige  all  veilels 
coming  ff btn  the  Levant,  whether  withjair 
or  with  foul  bills  of  healthy  to  perform  qua* 
xantine  in  Malta,  in  JLeghorn,  or  in  Mar- 
seilles, &c«  s^nd  then  with  the  proper  atteAa* 
tions  of  the  health  officers,  figned  alio  by  t£s 
Majefty's  coniuls  in  thoie  ports,  to  admit  them 
into  Great  Britain  without  performing  a  fe- 
CDud  and  ufelefs  quarantine. 

Trade  would  gain  by  this  regulation,  an^ 
We  ihould  be  under  no  apprehenfion  of  the 
plague.  The  charges  are  finall  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, and  not  more  fpr  us  than  for  our 
rivals  in  trade. 

Malta  is  by  far  the  beft  port  to  perform 
quarantine  in ;  the  regulations  are  even  more 
to  be  relied  on  than  at  Leghorn,  as  thdy  are  in . 
fomc  reipefts  more  fcrupulous  ;  it  lies  more 
in  the  road  of  yelTels  coming  hoihe  from  any 
2  part 
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part  of  Turkey.  It  is  true  that  mafters  of 
veflels,  for  many  private  reafons,  which  do 
not  benefit  their  owners  or  the  freighters,, 
prefer  going  to  Leghorn ;  but  this  port  is  con- 
fiderably  out  of  the  track  of  their  voyage,  and 
in  war  time  (hips  are  much  expofed  to  be  cap- 
tured by  the  enemy.  In  every  point  of  view 
Malta  offers  greater  advantages  to  our  trade 
than  any  other  port  in  the  Mediterraneaii. 

With  regard  to  Holland,  moft  certainly, 
Turkey  goods,  and  cottons  in  particiilar, 
ought  not  to  be  admitted  thence  till  they 
have  been  well  aired ;  nor  need  we  ever 
have  imported  fuch  vaft  quantities,  or  any 
quantity  at  all  frojpn  Hoilaad,  or  from  any 
other  place,  had  the  Turkey  trade  been  free 
in  Britiain*  " 
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HESE  fragments  arc  extraSs  and 
tranflations  from  original  docunientsj 
they  \villierve  tp  elucidate  and  confirm  fome 
paffages  in  the  pre? eding  pages. 


^    Of  Eqypt. 

THE  French  have  it  in  their  power  either  Jo  fcize  Egyp^ 
or  to  ipake  fuch  an  alliance  with  the  begs  as  will  open  to 
them  a  communicatien  with  India. 

The  begs  would  eagerly  embrace  any  offer  which  would 
fecure  to  them  a  perfeA  independence  of  the  Ottoman  porte; 
or  they  would  even  become  tributary  to  any  other  fovereign 
or  ftate,  who  would  maintain  them  in  their  feparate  govem- 
.  ments,  and  protect  the  one  againft  the  other,  and  the  whole 
country  againft  the  Turks,  They  have  frequently  made 
fuch  offersr 

Had  jiot  the  domeftic  affairs  of  France  epgaged  all  the  at- 
tention of  that  cabinet,  the  effeds  of  M,  de  Truguet's 
mii&on  to  Cairo,  and  the  treaty  he  concluded  with  Murat 
•  Bey,  the  jtb  of  February  1785,  would,  long  ago,  have  been 
vifible. 

Were  the  Turks  driven  out  of  Europe,  their  force  would 
be  more  concentrated ;  they  would  be  ftronger,  and  more 
able  than  they  are  noW|  to  reduce  to  obedience  thoie  pro« 

yinccj. 
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YificeSy  which  at  prefent  are  either  in  a  ftate  of  opdn  rebel- 
lion or  virtual  independence,  and  from  which  the  porte 
draws  neither  troops  nor  money;  they  would  then  be  able 
to  reduce  Egypt,  and  to  defend  it  aga(inft  the  French.  In 
fuch  a  ftate  of  aiFatrs,  the  French  might  perhaps  obtain  from 
the.  Turks  a  commercial  communication  through  Egypt  to 
India^  which  then  would  be  attended  with  lefs  rifk,  though 
not  with  much  leis  expence  than  it  now  is.  It  is  not,  how- 
ever, probkble  that  the  porte  would,  fo  readily  as  the  begsj 
permit  troops  tobe  f^it  acrofs  Egypt*. 
,  Volney  iays,  that  ibemorials  have  been  laid  before  thd^ 
French  cabinet,  on  the  expediency  of  obtaining  pofTeffion  of 
Egypt*    Thefe memorials  are  now  nofecret*  *   ^ 

►  The  .principal  force  of  Egypt  confifts  in  8,000  hoffe; 
the  janiasaries  are  not  to  be  eftimaited  as  foldjers.  There 
ate  not  four  cannons  to  defend  the  Pharos  or  caftle  of  Alexv 
andria,  which,  according  to  the  regulations,  Cbould  be  garri-^ 
/oned  by  500  janizaries,'  but  there  are  never  half  the  nuni- 
jber.  .  A  fingle.  frigate  might  beat  down  thefe  fortifications^ 
The  greateft  difficulty  a  foreign  army  would  have  to  en^^ 
icounter  in  keeping  pofleffion  of  Alexandria,  is  the  want  of 
water;  this  city  has  none  but  what  is  brought  in  canals  to 
their  cifterps  when  the  Nile  overflows.  The  Egyptian 
jcavalry,  if  it  bad  .the.  prudence  never,  to  come,  to  a  general 
engagement,  might  render  the  pafiage  acrofs  the  defects 
|)erhaps  impra£iiicable  to  an  European  army^ 

m 

t  ^  AhoYifjaing  tJie  Levant  company  in  England,  and  fupplying,  by 
means  of  the  £^  India  coGDpany,  all  part$  of  the  Turkish  .empire  with 
Jndia  ^oods  (as  foQie  of  tiie  foreign  fndia  companies  do  in  part)  would 
put  an  end  to  the^clandeftine  trade  of  the  company's  feryants,  and  to  the 
commercial  fpeculdtions  of  the  French,  except  fo  far  as  regard  their 
owii  conHimption  $  becauie  the  Englifli  Eaft  India  company  is  able  to 
fend  fr«fn  London,-  and  ieU  in  Turkey,  thefe  goods  at  a  cheaper  rate 
than  they  can  be  brought  by  the  Red  Sea  or  the-Perlian  Gulph,  which 
^^Iways  muftfoe,attei|ded  with  much  expence  aad  coniiderable  riik. 

When  Great  Britain  is  at  <  war  with  France,,  this  communication 
may  ^afily  be  flopped,  and  the  neceffary  fteps  may  be  taken  during  a 
peace.    The  extraordinary  exjience  would  jiot  be  great* 

The 
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The  revenues  of  the  begs  confift  in  a  tape  on  land  and  te 
cuftomsy  ifriiicb  produce  about  two  millions  fterling^  «f 
which  the  porte  receives  very  litde*  Uncertain  levenoes 
are  extortions  under  various  pretexts^  and  tfadb  are  not  in- 
confiderable, 

Suez  is  a moft  miferable  and defencdefr  placcf ;  itfaasno 
water  nearer  than  ten  miles,  aqd  that  is  very  bnckifl^  and 
drawn  from  a  welL  No  fliips  can  approach  Suck  nearer 
|han  three  miles. 

Egypt  produces  a  coniiderable  quSuidty  of  fi^ar  of  a  very 
good  grain.    Were  diat  country  uad^aliettBr  government, 
St  might  fupply  Europe  with  a  great  quantiCy.    The  fi^ar 
cane  grows  alio  very  well  in  Candia  and  in  Sicily,  wheie,  if 
the  inhabitants  were  more  induftrious,  or  were  there  enter- 
prifing  peq)le  of  capital  among  them,  this  would  become  a 
produd  of  much  confequence*    The  fiune  may  be  fidd  of  a 
great  part  of  the  coaft  of  Barbary^- 
.    There  is  a  coffee  tree  growing  in  die  open  ^~at  Msita^ 
ki  the  garden  of  -  the  French  minifter,  and  the  fruit  ripens 
perfefUy.    The  French  have  tried  the  experiment  in  Can- 
liia,  and  it  fucceeded ;  probably  it  wou|4  grow  in  SicUy.   It 
is  thought  that  it  would  become  more  hardfj  and  ripen  ear«- 
lier,  were  k  engrafted  on  other  trees  or  ihrubs>  and  that  k 
ixught  be  naturalised  to  climates  le6  wann  than  thofe  in 
which  it  is  now  produced  in  the  'ptBLtg^  perfe^on;    Wc 
know  that  re-produftton  has  made  many  plants  it£ft  a.€older 
climate  better  than  when  the  parent  plant  was  firft  imported. 
.  There  can  be  rK>  doubt  of  the  coflfee  tree'sgiowing  in  £gypt» 
.  Egypt  alfo  produces  excellent  flax  9^  hemp. 

Indigo  has  been  cultivated  widi  focceft  on  Ae  eaftem 

coaft  of  the  Adriatic,  near  Zante,  till  the  planter,  it  is  not 

known  by  whom  or  for  what  reaibn,  was  aflaffinated.    Were 

.  the  French  poUefled  of  £gypt»  they  might  abandon  Aeir 

Weft  India  iflands. 

Th«  French  court,  a  very  few  yetrs  ^{pi  psdd  much  at« 
'  tendon  to  thefe  fpetulatibns. 


ifi^  Ri^H^ 
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iJi.ReJpe^ing  Persia. 

m 

THE  mternal  dif6rder$  of  Perfia  are  favouraUe  to  Great 
Britauiy  and  to  affift  any  party,  (o  that  it  fliould  gain  a  pre* 
jponderance,  which  might  end  in  a  fubjugation  of  the  yAicie 
country,  is  adiiig  contrary  to  the  Eng^ifli  intereft.  The 
weaknefs  of  Perila  is  the  fecurity  of  India« 

The  Agwans  (or  Afgans)  and  Abdali,  being  of  the  fefb 
of  Omar,  are  enemies  to  the  other  Perfians,  who  are  followers 
of  All ;  they  are  now  diftin£t  nations,  and  have  their  owa 
independent  Ibvereigns*  They  are  not  concerned  in  the 
.civil  wars  in  Perila.  They  are  powerful  enough  to  impede 
the  matching  of  a  Ruffian  army  through  Bochara  to  India^ 
or  the  Perfians  from  cro£Ebg^^e  Indus*  They  themfelyes 
may,  however,  be  dangerous,  a&ing  in  concert  witi^  ^ny 
Indian  power.  Englai^  ihould  avoid  quarrelling  with 
them;  but  prevent,  as  much  as  poffible,  their  having  any 
conne&ion  with  India,  or  receiving  artillery  from  any 
quarter* 

iWhile  Great  Britain  is  firmly  allied  v^ith  Ruffia,  (be 
need  not  fear  eitlier  the  Perfians,  Afgans,  or  Abdali*    A  . 
diverfion  made  by  Raffia  would  prevent,  at  all  times,  their 
-fending  an  army  to  India,  or  meddling  with  the  diiputes  an 

that  country. 

A  war  with  thefe  AHatic  nations  0iould  be  a  cafusfctderis 
;p  the  treaty  with  Ruffia.    At  preient  it  is  an  exception* 


,%d.  Refj^eiiingJpE'EiSiA. 

THERE  are  three  Perllan  ambafladors  in  Raffia :  one 
from  th^  khan  of  Ghilan,  one  ffom  the  khan  of  Derbent^ 
and  one  from  Jafoer,  khan  of  Ifpahan. 

Thefe  two  Is^ft  came  to  Kremendiuk,  in  the  fiimmer  of 
1 787,  after  the  departure  of  the  emprefe,  ^d  had  apompous 
public  audience. of  Priace  Potemkiri.  The  miirifter  of  the 
khan  of  Derbent  ww  exceedingly  well  received  by  the 

prince  J 
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prince ;  but  the  otber>.  not  jcoiiforming  entirely  to  an  ett« 
quette,  which  *he  diought  was  to  be  obferved  only  in  an 
audience  of  the  emprefs  herfelf)  was  received,  and  afterwards 
treated  with  great  coolnefs.  The  minifter  from  the  ihan 
of  Ghilaa  did  not  obtain  pertiriffion  from  the  prince  to  come 
to  him,  or  to  go  to  Peterlburgh,  till  a  littie  time  before  his 
death,  when  he  fent  for  him  to  Yafiy ;  but  on  the  road^ 
hearing  of  the  prince's  death,  he  ftopt,  and  obtained  leave 
of  tbeemprefs  togo  toPeterfburgh.  , 

The  objed  of  the  miffion  of  all  thefe  miniffers  was,  to 
fJDlicit  the  affiftance  of  the  emprefs  for  the  party  of  their 
maftet^s,  on  her  own  conditions*  Probably  the  prince  kept 
them  in  fufpenfe  till  he  iaw  Vfbtch  party  would  preva^ 
«That  of  Derbent  will  be  always  of  Importance  on  account 
of  the  pais  it  commands,  and  which  is  the  only  one  on  that 
fide  of  the  Cafpian  by  land 

'  Almoft  every  governor  of  a  province  ii^  Perfla  has  fet  up 
for  hhnfelf,  and  refufes  to  take  part  in  the  ^arrel^  whidi 
))as  greatly  .lefiened  the  power  of  the  two  great  compedtor% 
Mahomed  Khan  ("fon  of  Haflan  Khan)  of  Mazandetao,  and 
Jafeer  Khan,  in  the  fouth,  and  who  refides  at  IiJ>ahan.  Ma- 
-bamud  Khan  is  of  the  race  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Shah^ 
but  was  made  an  eunuch  by  the  late  Karim  Khan,  regent  of 
perfja* 

Since  the  death  of  Achmet  Shah,  pf  th^  Afs^ns,  the  coun« 
try  is  much  weakened  by  the  partition  he  made  of  it  ampn^ 
his  thre^  (bns.  Prince  Nafiau  and  Mr.  de  St.  Genie  pro- 
pofed  to  gain  over  the  Af^ans  to  the  intereft  of  Ruffia,  in 
1791,  during  the  difpute  with  Qre^t  Britain,  when  they  pro- 
pofed  to  the  emprefe  to  fend  an  anny  tiirough  Bochara  to 
the  north  of  India. 

1  They  want  artillery  very  much  in  Perfia,  aiid  the  Ruffians 
/efufe  felling  them  any  at  Aflrakan. 

Tibet  Shah,  of  the  Abdali,  afked  a  train  of  atillery  of  the 
SngUfh  £aft  India  company,  about  the  time  that  Count 
Ferriercs'  was  fent  into  Periia  by  Mn  de  Vergennes,  He 
intended  to  emi>loy  it  againfl  the  Bocharians,  who,  doubtlefs, 
would  have  been' affifted  by  Ruffia.  He  oficredto  the 
;         /  •     Englifh 
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Englifli  a  body  of  25,000  cavalry  to  a<ft  againft  the  Mah-. 
ratt^s.,    This  cavalry  is  excellent,  and  15,000  beat  near. 
200,000  Mahrattas  in  a  pitched  battle  (bme  years  ago. 

The  French  offered,  by  Mr.  de  Ferrieres,  a  large  tram 
of  artillery  to  Jafir,  khan  of  Ifpahan,  to  fecurc  his  friend- 
ihip.  A  fmall  French  fleet  did  a<^uaUy  come  up  the 
Perfian  gulf,  in  June  1781,  with  a  confiderable  number  of, 
cannon  on  board,  but  F^rriere^  for  want  of  addrefs^  did 
not  fuGceed  in  his  miffion,  which  was  as  hoflile  to  Rtiilia 
as  Britain. 

Bochara,  at  prefent,  is  divided  into  almoft  as  many  fove* 

reignties  as  there  are  villages^  and  there  is  no  union  among 

them.    It  is  a  country  without  ftrengthj  except  fotne  enemy 

.Were  to  attack'  them  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  oblige  them  to 

unite. 

The  friendlhi|i  of  the  Abdali  may  be  of  confequencc 
to  the  Englifh  to  cultivate,  as  the  moft  effedhial  check  on 
thofe  who  would  pafs  through  Bochara  to  invade  India. 

The  Perfians,  diftrafted  as  their  ftate  is,  ftill  remember, 
that  they  'have  conquered  India.  Timur  entered  India 
ih  1398,  Nadir  Shah  in  1738,  Abdallah  feveral  times  from. 
1748  to  1765. 

Since  this  paper  was  written,  fome  changes  in  the  fitu^ion 
of  thefe  countries  have  taken  place,  and  fuch  as  to  make  a 
great  attention  to  thefe  people  neceffary^ 

3^,  RefpeBtng  Persia, 

'  IN  1780,  Prince  Potemkin  framed  a  projedl  of  opening 
a  trade  through  Perfia  to  Bender-Bufhierj  and  India.  Count 
Mark  Wainovich  failed  in  July  1781,  with  a  fquadron  of 
four  frigates  and  two  armed  floops  from  Aftrakan.  He 
flopped  and  examined  the  iflands  of  Shiloy  and  Oguzzin, 
but  found  them  barren  fpots  ;  he  proceeded  to  Afterabad ; 
the  commodioufijefs  of  the  harbour  and  the  fruitfulnefs  of  the 
country,  induced  him  to  enter  into  a  negociatipn  with  thd 
khan  of  Afterabad,  who  deceived  him.  The  Ruffians,  how- 

--  ever, 
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ever,  tnSteiy  to  defend  the  harbour,  a  (mall  (brt  aSeoC 
fifty  mi^  from  the  city  of  Aftend)ad.  The  caravans  from 
Bochara»  Tibet>  and  India,  pafi  through  Mefhd.  T)ie 
ieet  wintered  diere,  and  rttttming,  furVeyed  the  bay  of 
Bulkan>  and  the  inlet  of  Karabogas. 

The  death  of  the  regent  (Vakid)  Karim  Khan,  Are^ 
alt  Perfiainto  fiich  a  dif<^eriy  ftate,  that  the  prince  aban* 
dbned  his  project ;  but  diere  ftill  exifts  a  Ruffian  fbrtrefe 
at  Zin^di,  widi  a  finaU  but  fufficient  garrifon  to  defend  it 
A  confulrefides  there,  who  is  alfo  the  commandant 


Of  a  Project,    ivAick  the   Empress    of 
^v%%\K  had  formed  to  attack  the  English 
in  India. 

WHEN,  the  Britifli  fleet  was  about  to  iail  for  die 
Baltic*  to  force  the  emprefs  to  make  peace^  Prince  Naflau, 
who  was  then  in  favour  with,  her  imperial  majefty^  prcfented 
a  projed  of  fending  an  army  through  Bochara  taCafluniry 
apd  thence  to  Bengal,  to  drive  the  Engliih  out  of  India. 
This  project  was  conceived  and  drawn  up  by  a  Monfieur 
de  St.  Genie  (the  perfon  whofe  agents  fet  fire  to  the 
Dutch  Arfenal,  &c.  and  had  formed  a  fimilar  projed  for 
deflrqying  the  Britiih  dock*yards  and  fhips,  &c.)' 

By  a  manifefto  to  be  puUilhed,  the  empfeft  declared  that 
ihe  fent  the  army  to  re-efiablifli  the  mogul  on  the  throne 
of  India. 

Little  difficulty  was  forefeen  in  paffing  through  Bochara; 
it  was  even  hoped,  feeing  the  pbjeft  ^^fas  to  re-eftablifh  on 
the  throne  of  India  a  prince  of  their  religion,  that  they 
would  be  friendly  to  the  enterprise :  however,  were  they 
not,  little  appreheniion  was  entertained  of  a  people  fo  dif* 
tinited  among  themfelves,  and  who  tremble  at  the  name 
of  Ruffia. 

St.  Genie  pretended,  that  there,  were  pailes  through  the 
mountains,  and  that  he  had  people  vAd  bad  been  in  the 

country, 
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country,  fent  by  Mr,  de  Vergennes,  He  prefented  with  Ki$ 
project  a  map,  and  a  marcbe-route  for  the  army. 

The  cmprefs  highly  approved  the  plan :  Prince  Potemkiil 
turned  it  into  ridicule,  becaufe  he  did  not  wilh  a  (erious 
quarrel  i^ith  England.  Hshl  a  war  taken  place,  it  is  dif- 
ficult to  fay  what  the  emprefs  might  not  have  undertaken^ 
if  not  effe^ated,  at  that  period. 

They  counted  on  being  joined  in  the  north  of  India  hf 
the  difcontented  from  all  parts. 


Refp^Bing  fome  Projects  of  the  Russians 

on  China  and  J  afa's. 

iji  Paper* 

.  CJaptain  Billinos,  who  was  formerly  with  captain 
Cook  round  the  world  is  returned  to  St.  Peterfburg,  froQi 
the  north-eaft  part  of  Ruilia,  and  the  continent  of  Ame« 
rica^  whither  the  emprefs  fent  him  nine  years  aga 

.  One  of  his  inftru6lions  was,  to  find  a  port  for  eftabli(h- 
ing  an  admiralty ;  /.  e.  a  port  for  building,  putting  into 
dock,  and  ftationing  ihips  of  war  and  other  veiTels. 

A  captain  of  the  navy  was  alfo  lent  to  join  him  in  1787, 
and  to  examine  the  coaft  as  &r  as  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Amur,  and  to  fix  on  a  port.  Oud,  not  far  from  the  mouth 
of  the  Amuy,  was  fixed  on.  Alfo,  200  werfts  to  the  fouth 
ef  Oud,  they  found  a  very  fine  port  beyond  the  Chinefe 
frontier.  At  length,  it  was  determined  to  fix  the  admiralty 
on  the  American  coaft,  either  at  Prince  William's  Sound,'* 
or  Comptroller's  Bay.  They  alfo  found  many  other  very 
fine  harbours  on  the  American  coaft.  The  .emprefs  wrote, 
in  1787,, to  thefe  captains,  and  to  the  commander  of  the 
Ruffian  fortreiTes,  thatfhe  had  fent  fkc  fhips  from  the  Baltic 
to  Kamchatka,  to  co-operate  with  a  powerful  army  that 
was  to  go  down  the  Amur,  and  take  pofieffion  of  its  hanks 
to  its  mouth,  and  all  the  coiintiy  to  the  bft* 

A  great 


/ 

•J 
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A  great  (aving  would  accrue  to  the  RuHiaiis  by  (eodtof 
l>y  watex.provifions'for  their  fettlements^  which  now  goby 
land  to  Kamchatka,  &c.  at  a  great  expencb,  and  two  thirds 
of  them  are  often  fpoiled.  Befides,  they  propofe  to  open 
this  way  a  trade  with  Japan,  China,  and  India^  and  to 
have  in  thofe  feas  a  naval  force  fafficient  to  make  themfelves 
refpefbed. 

Two  fmall  fquadrons  were  fitted  out  at  Cronftadt^  for 
Kamchatka,  but  were  prevented  frpni  failing  by  the  Swediih 
war.  One  of  them  was  commanded  by  captain  Trevanion) 
an  Englifhman,  and  was  to  go  round  Cape  Horn ;  the  other 
by  captain  Malofskoi,  who  was  to  go  round  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope* 

The  emprefs  aflcd  in  conjundion  with  the  court  of 
Spain,  it  feem?,  for  Malofskoi  was  to  go  to  the  Philippines, 
and  to  purchafe  large  vefiels  from  the  Spaniards. 

The  Ruffians  claiqfi  the  coaft  of  America  to  a  confident 
able  diftance  fouth ;  they  have  not  themfelves  determined 
how  far;  this  probably  will  be  fixed  by  the  utility  the 
chimed  country  may  promife  to  be  of. 

» 

^d  Paper* 

IN  Augufl  1792,  ProfefTor  Laxman  conducted  to  St 
Peterfburg,  a  Japanefe  matter  of  a  veflel,  that  had  fome  years 
ago  been  fhipwrecked  on  the  Ruffian  coaft ;  they  were  in 
all  fixtecn  failors  and  the  matter ;  iive  of  the  tailors  only 
are  now  alive.  It  was  not  thought  proper  to  fend  them 
back  till  they  had  learned  enough  of  the  Ruffian  language 
to  communicate  what  knowledge  of  their  own  jcounfry 
they  were  poffefTed  of.  The  matter  is  a  very  intelligent 
man,  but  it  is  only  by  ftealth  that  he  can  be  (poken  with, 
as  the  government  is  very  watchful  over  him.  He  has 
brought  with  him  a  chart  of  the  coaft  of  Japan,  which 
differs  fomewhat  from  thofe  made  in  Europe. 

3^  Paper. 

THE  emprefs  has  appointed  the  fon  of  Profeflbr  Laxman 
tQ  conduct  the  Japanefe,  in  a  Ruffian  (hip,  back  to  dieir  own 

county* 
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C0witryj  wd  t!6rg!fii9'  there  a$  her  dargfe  dPs^i^^es,  if  he 
is  received^  He  h^  coi^iderjkbk  prekmU  with  bim,  aiid 
is  accompanied  by  ieveral  engineer** 

THE  charge  d'affaires  is  ret;urned  from  Japan,  and  has 
obtained  leave  for  the  Ruffians  to  fendf  a  veffel  every  year, 
to  trade  With  the/natives  tinder  the  fame  reilridions  as  the 
Biitch. 

The  iflands  on  which  the  Ruffians  have  poffeffions  ex- 
tend within  300  miles  of  Japan.  They  think  fcmg  day  or 
^tfi^r  th^y  may  bf  mafters'  of  the  idands^  of  Japan  al(b^  as 
they  conceive  the  force  th^y  could  bring  could  not  be  with- 
ftood  by  fuch  a  people.  ,. 

With  refpe£l  to  China,  an  attack  was  much  nearer;  pj^^ 
parations  for  t^ng  pofTeffion  of  th^  Amur  were  afttialjy 
jmakin^at>9far&inllc,  where  die  Ruffian  gold  a^  filver  mines 
are  j^.  the  c^ief  djAculty  waj^  want  ^f  timber.^  The  deailib 
of  Princ^  Potemkin  puta  ftop  to  this;  expedition  :-(^wheli 
it  will  be  ^efuqfied  is  not  known ;  it  is  (kppDled  that  lO^oop 
Ruffians  ceuld  march  through  China  *•      , : 


rfMiMlMaMkiAHM^ 


A  PnajZQT  qf  tid  lai^  Princ«  Potemki>i% 
of  fur^haJiHg  from  a  frhate  froprietor  the 
Ifiandr  of  hAUft.'DO%A  a^J  hiNosA^'  in 
the  MeSlterranean^  and  obtaining  the  Su»^ 
rainity  of  the  Court  of  N  a  p  l  e  s  . 

"Whether  any  overture  was  made  to  the  court  of 
Naples  fefpefting  this*obje^  1  do  not  know.  '  ^The  project 
was  drawn  up,  fome  time  after  Minorca  was  taken  by  the 
'French,' artd  was  much  approved  of  by  Prince  Potemkin, 
as  WfiU  as  by  the  emprefs.     The  following  particulars  were 

extrafted 


f  ifcuir  aw 


♦  A  parucuFar  account  of  a]l  th«,fe  matters,  and  a  defcrJption  4f 
the  dob ntri«9  here  alliided  to,  from  original  docitments,  will  fhortly  be 
(ubli^iid  by  Mr.  Arrowfmitb,  with  valuable  map$,  charts,  &(l* 

L  L 
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rextraS'ed  from  the  original  paper  in  his  pdTeffion.  It  pn>- 
bably  was  bid  afkie  when  the  king  of  Naples  conTented  to 
receive  the  Ruffian  fleet  into  his  ports  in  Sicily. 

It  was  propofed  to  eftablifli  an  order  of  knighthood, 
fimilar  to  that  of  Malta,  for  Ruffians  and  Greeks,  .but 
•proofs  of  ancient  nobility  were  not  to  be  required.  The 
particular  inftitution  of  the  order  t  never  fiiw;  but  the 
emprefe  was  to  be  the  grand  mafter,  and  the  governor  of 
the  ifland  for  the  time  being  her  deputy* 

m 

Description  of  the  IJland  ^Lampebosa* 


THIS  ifland  is  in  Africa,  in  35  degrees  and  30  min. 
-ttide';  it  is  about  twelve  miles  long  and  five  to  eight  brood; 
it  is  flat,  exceedingly  fertile,  and  has  plenty  of  water; 
the  fea  on  the  fbuth  -fide  is  not  very  deep,  and  a  yefiel  may 
anchor  at  a  conflderable  diflanse  from  land ;  to  the  north 
It  is  deep  all,  round,  and  the  Ihore  very  bold.  There  is  a 
f ock  a  league  from  die  W.  S«  W,  point,  but  it  is  eafily 
known,  and  may  be  marked :  a  fhip  may  fiul  &fely  be- 
tween it  and  the  land.  Three  leagues  ofF  there  is  a  high 
great  round  rock  in  the  fea,  which  is  a  good  mark.  To 
^e  fouth  there  is  an  exceedingly  fine  bay,' where  veflUs 
may  anchor  in  fifteen  to  eighteen  fiatthoms  water,  Jhut  in  fixxn 
all  winds  except  the  fouth  and  fouth«-wefl ;  the  bottona 
is'  a"foft  fand.  There  is  a  griot  abundance  of  filh  in  dus 
bky.  -^       * 

The  fhore  may  be  eafily  defended  all  round  by  forts  and 
entrenchments.  At  the  bottom  of  the  bay  \%  a  creek,  which 
Is  capable  of  being  made  a  very  fine  harbour,  and  at  a 
fmall  expence,  pature  haying  already,  done  the  gr^teft  part 
of  the  work.  The  entrance  is  from  tfte  &  ^JV.  There  is 
fifteen  ^thorns  water  at  i^  n^iith,  tOQ  in  the  middle, 
,which  gradually  decre^es.to  fi:d,4iid«at  the  extren^ty  diere 
is  only  one  fathom.  To  thC'-tefit,  hailWay.up  thfe  creek, 
Aere  is  a  point  which  ptrojefU  half  acrofs-lt,  behind  -which 
fmall  velTels  may  anchor  with  fafety,  wheA  the  wi^  blows 
a    .  ftrong 


■V*, 
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ftrong  dtre£Uy  into  the  harbour,  at  which  time  there  is  a 
great  fwell  in  other  parts  of  it*  To  the  left,  from '  the 
entrance  to  tdie  part  where  there  is  ten  iathoms  Water,  there 
is  a  (hallow  bay,  land-locked,  in  which  there  is  only  thr^e  to 
five  feet  water,  with  a  foft  fandy  bottom :  this  bay  may  be  fhut 
up  with  a  temporary  wall,  and  the  bay  funk  to  any  depth','  at  a 
fmall  expence,  and  continued  a  great  way  into  the  ifland,  fo 
as  to  form  a  large  port  for  ihips  of  any  draught  of  water,  the 
land  being  but  a  little  above  the  furfece  of  the  water,  and  of  a 
pi'pper  kind  to  admit  of  digging.  Docks  may  alfo  be  formed 
by  (imply  excavating  the  e^rth.  The  furfece  of  this  bay  is 
nevermore  than  ruffled  by  the  nwft  violent  gales  of  wind. 

The  entrance  of  the  creek  or  port  is  ninety  fathoms 
broad,  and  half  a  mile  in  length ;  the  right  hand  (bore  is  a 
rock,  and  near  it  is  a  hill  of  ftone  with  a  church  on  it ;  thl$ 
being  fortified,  would  defend  the  harbour  and  command  the^ 
land^ 

VefTels  may  anchor  in  the  bay  all  the  fummer ;  and  in 
winter,  when  top  violent  a  (lorm  comes  on  from  the  fouth 
or  fouth  weft,  they  may  go  to  the  north,  round  the  ifland, 
and  keep  in  as  clofe  under  (bore  as  they  pleafe ;  when  the 
wind  has  changed,  they  may  fafely  run  in ;  they  may  alfo 
bear  away  for  Linofa,  about  twenty  miles  dtftant,  and 
which  Ue$  exadUy  in  the  dire£Hon  thdfe  winds  blow.  The 
coaft  of  Linofa  is  fa  bold,  that  (hips  may  faften  on  (hore ; 
large  veiTels  are,  however,  not  more  expofed  at  Lampidofa 
than  in  the  road  of  Leghorn. 

There  are  Only  ten  or  fifteen  inhabitants  on  the  ifland : 
they  are  Maltefe ;  one  of  them  is  a  prieft,  and  they  have  a 
paflport  of  protedion  from  France.  The  Barbary  cruizers 
go  often  into  this  port  as  well  as  the  Maltefe  vefTels,  and 
(hips  which  come  from  Turkey  with  the  plague  on  board, 
till  the  (icknefs  has  ceafed,  when  they  return  to  Turkey,  and 
thus  fave  their  (hips  and  cargoes  from  being  burnt,  which 
would  be  the  cafe  were  they  to  go  into  any  harbour  where 
there  is  a  quarantine. 

The  fituation  ,of  Lampidofa  is  the  moft  advantageous 
poffibkr  it  is  100  nul?3  from  Su(a  in  Barbary,  from  Gior- 

h  If  2  genti 
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geari  ill  Sic3y,^nd  from  thet  great  port  of  M$ltai  600  firam 
TouloH)  firom  Algiers^  and  tho  entrance  into jcfad  ArcUptm 
higoi  from  Gibraltar^Alexandrtayaiid  Coofl^antinople)  950  ) 
from  Tri|x^)  TuniS)  and  the  (oui3x  point  of  Sif:ily>  160 
vulcs. 

Advantages  to  Russia  In pojfejjing  this 

Ifiand. 

IT  is  the  heft  fituation  o(  ^ny  in  the  Mediterraneans  in 
that  refpeA  it  has  all  die  advant^ge^  of  Malta  for  the  ftation 
«f  a  fleet  in  time  of  peace  or  war  ;  Leghorn  is  quite  out  of  the 
way  i  every  thing  is  exceedingly  dear  there>  and  the  motions 
of  the  fleet  are  almoft  immediately  known  in  Italy  and 
France,  It  is  farther  from  France  than  froix)  the  Archipe* 
lago,  and  is  in  the  paiTage  of  all  veflfels  that  go  to  or  come 
$rom  the  Levant. 

Ir\  time  of  war^  if  the  ifland  Ihould  be  in  danger  of  an  in* 
yafioti,  and  being  attacked  by  a  fuperior  fleet,  the  vefllels 
Rationed  there  tsyxj  retire  to  Malta  or  Sicily,  &c.  however, 
a  fleet  drawn  up  near  the  fliore  niay  be  prota^ed  by  the  land 
batteries* 

It  is  the  befl  flation  for  protecting  traded  Vcflels  coming 
either  from  the  ftraks  of  Gibraltar  or  from  the  Levant  may 
be  met  by  frigates,  this  ifland  being  in  the  middleway. 

Magazines  of  naval  Acres  may  be  formed  here  from  the 
Black  Sea,  inftead  of  purchailng  them  at  enormous  prices  in 
Italy,  in  war  time. 

Provifions  will  be  produced  in  th»  ifland,  but  till  tfa^  is 
the  cafe>  they  cnay  be  had  frooa  Sicily  or  the  coaft  of  Bar- 
bary)  even  in  time  pf  war,  as  Malta  is  fupplied  tfaenoe,  and 
more  than  two  thirds  of  the  coft  at  Leghc^n  ikved. 

The  Barbary  powers  will  be  kept  in  great  awe  1^  its  vi- 
cinity, and  prevented  from  ev^r  daring  to  commit  boftilities 
againft  Ruffia :  Aeir  ports  may  be  Icept  Uocked  up.  If 
Malta  would  cxvlxta  ftriiti^y  dg^iift  tbefc-ibttis  ia  conjunc- 
tioa  with  tixe  RulSnnsy  the  Atgeniie  ouccers  could,  vu^tx 
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pafs  beyond  thefe  iflands,  and  Tunis  and  Tripoli  may  be 
continually  blocked  up.  • » 

It  h  alfo  file  beft  fituation  for  an  emporium  for  RufB^ 
produdls  brought  from  the  Black  Sea,  for  fupplying  the  Mv 
diterranean,  and  for  coUe£iing  articles  of  return. 

A  lazaretto  muft  be  built,  and  thereby  the  expencds  ^ 
quarantine  will  be  faved  to  Ruffia* 

Maxims  of  Government  to  be  ohferved. 

A  colony  and  a  pravitlcfi  of  the  empirearc  to  be  govenicd 
by  dpp^fite  maxims. 

I.  The  colony  niuft  manufacture  nothing  that  can.be  xta^ 
SaxbBiMxtA  va.  Ruffi%  not  even  the  raw  pjrodudls  of  the  ixi- 

^  1  a.  The  cofeir^  Jiiuft  jfwdAice  only  xtm  afticks,  whiob 
jBLoffia  does  not  prcxfaice,  or  fuch  as  Ruffia  is  in  jieiod  of^  dr 
its  Teflels*  v    ,..;.;.....  \ 

3.  The  colony  cnoft  take^froiii  JEUiffia  every  thing  it 
wants,  if  RuiBa  can  furnxfl)  tiitox«  ... 

,  4.  The  colony  muflr.tmde'with  no  other  jcouritpy.  RUffia 
jDuft .receive  its  ja9odu£ls,  and  eithercef^fi^ne  them  or  feod 
them  to  other  nations,  and  nuift  reaptho. Advantage  of  9$- 
jK^biticn' and  navigation. .  ,-, 

.  .5,  The  inhabitants  muft  .be  drawn  as  much  as  poffible 
from  other  countries,  not  to  diminiih  the  population  of  the 
mother,  country. 

6.  A  colony  muft  be  diftant  enough  from  the  mother 
country  pk  become  a  nurfe^  for  feamen,  but  not  fo  far  off  as 
Aat  the  voyage  may  in}Ure  their  health ;  its  clima^  muft  be 
be^thyf  that  its  advant^es.  may  c^t  be  cdunterbalanced  by 
the  lofs  of  thofe  of  the  mofther  country  who  vifit  it^  It 
muft  6«  in  a  different  cMitiate  from  the  imfthef  couiitiy,  or 
dlefe^maXiffiis  will  be  opplQftiTe.  ,  ,. 

,  Laws  for  the  Colony. 

IN  eftablKhmg  the  government,  regard  muft  be  hiad  to  iIm 

genitis;  cufftotns,  and;  nior:ds  of  the  tletg^^uriftg  Cfaiiftito 

nations,  -  ,      •    • 
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'-'  i»  No  dttty  tvfaat^ver  (haU  be  paid,  neidier  on  iiaporta^ 
tion  nor  exportation  of  any  kind  of  merchandisse.  Duty  h 
to  be  paid  in  the  Ruf&an  ports  as  now,  or  widi  fucb  diiiii« 
nations  as  fhall  be  judged  nece^ry. 
.  2.  Tt  is  prohibited  to  make  ufe  of,  or  to  have  any  utenfl 
'  ^or  inftrument  of  iron,  brafs,  &c.  or  any  cloth,  lihen,  or  faH 
cloth,  not  made  and  imported  from  Ruffia,  with  die  excep- 
tion of  filks  and  other  merchandize  not  produced  or  ma. 
nufa£luced  in  Riiilia,  which  may'  be  had  from  the  neigh* 

Uxuring.  countries, ^of  iwdiich  abftfliall  be  made»'       

3.  No  foreign  veflel  (except  in  time  .of  war  and  by  tbxk 

•of  weather)  fliall  be  permitted  to  enter  the  port,  except  k  be 

-emp^  of  all  kind  .of  merchandize,  ^ind  dien  it  (hall  have  no 

communication  with  the  colonifts,  till  after  it  has  .been 

:vifitcd«  V^ttds  loaded,  in  need  of  affiflanoe»  fliall  receive  it^ 

vbutthcyifaflll  be  confidered  as. in  quarantine  as  long  as  tbey 

flay.     Faflengers,  after  the  quarantine  has  been  performed, 

:  according  to  the  place  they,  cadie  from^  n^y  land  inCh  (heir 

baggage,  but  not  with  merchandize. 

:  ^4*  Foreigners  may  purchafe  merchandize  in  the  ifiand, 

'  except  ithe  products  of  the  iflands,  and  export  them  in  their 

'  own  veiTelSy  which*  arrived  empty. 

5.  Foreigners  or  Ruffians  may  import. into  Lampido|i 
'  met-chandize  from-Rufia  6r  elfewfaere,  only  in  Ruffian 
'Veflels*=       '    .         •- 

6.  Only  Ruffian  veflels  may  export  prcduAs  to  Ruffia. 
"  The  cargo  unloaded  in  Ruffia  muft  correfpond  to  the  note 
'  of  the  cargo  given  .by  the  government  of  the  ifland,  and  they 

muft  not  carpy  it  thfewfaere,  nor  fell  any  to  pay  chaises  in 
'ports  they  may  by  diftreis  put  into>  hut  they  jnay  mortg^e 
1  the  produce  of  the  iale  in  Ruffian 

7.  The  produds  of  the  ifland  muft  be  regiftered  before 
the  harveft,  or  the  bringing  diem  into  wareboMfes  from  ^ 
fields. 

8.  Any  perfon,  of  whatever  nation  or  religion,  may  be« 
:  come  ^ti  inhabitant  of  the.  ifland,^  and  leave  it  wh^  he 
^  Ifainks  proper ;  but  his  refidence.in  it  (hall  not  giye  him  a 

right  to  have  the  Ruffian  flag  for  a  veflel,  large  or  fmall. 

9.  Every 
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:  ^9t^Every  indwdualrWhoAittbe  pbifelTed  of  a  houfe,  6t 
land  cultivated,  to  the  value  of  five  hundred  roubles,  fliaB 
be  entitled  to  have  the  Euflian  fl4g  for  one  veflel  of  forty 
tons ;  if  he  poflefs  houfe  or  land  to  the  value  of  1,000  tqu- 
Ucs,  one  of  eighty  tons  5  and  for  lafger  poffeffions,  ohe  or 
more  veflfels  in  the  fitthe  proportion.  Who  lends  his  name  to 
others  IhaJi  fprferf-tfee  vilue,  and  the  borrower  {hall  forfeit 
the  veffel.  Property,  which  has- given  a  right  to  have  the 
flag,  fhall  not  be  fold  before  the  paflports  of  the  veffels  have 
been  delivered  up  to  the"gbvernment,  and  the  veffels  return 
to  the  portvof  the  ifland^  No  proprietor  of  a  veffel  is  obliged 
to  go  himfelf  to  fea  with.his  vefJeU  *  .j.;    *    •  -  ". 

lO,  He  who  {hfiU  fend  bis  fan^Iy  fq  Ri^ffia^  or  anotho* 
family  in  "its  fte^,'CQnrifti;jg  of  a,  ii;>ale.  uodcr  thirty-five 
years  of  age  and. a  woman  under  twenfy-rfive,  or  a  niaq.of 
any  ag6  and  a  woman  under  thirty  years. -of  .agci  and:one 
child,  or  of  thirty-five  with  two  children,  or  the  man  and 
woman  of  any  age  with^  three  children^j^  who  ihall  become 
naturalized  fubjecSs  of  the  emprefs,  and  fliall  buy  in  Ruflia 
immoveable  property  for  500  roubles,  under  the  fame  re- 
ftrii^nsas  prpperjty,in  the  ifland  ^yith^refpc<9:  to  the  fal6, 
fiich  fender  fliall  have  the  Ruffian  flag  for  a.,  veffel  of  any  fize 
under  2DO  tons,  aftd  for  "a  larger  veffa*!  in  proportion,  or  for 
feveral.  Neither  the  perfons  fent  to  Ruffia  fliall  be  anfwera- 
Ue  fpr  the  condUA' of' the  fender,  nor-thc  fender  for  the  con- 
(JuA  of Jhe  fent.    ...  » 


* 


^  In  tb'e  year  1779,  ^  projeft  of  a  peace  with  the  Barbary 
States^  was  prefented  to  the  emprefs  by  Prince  Potemkin, 
"Who" was  at  that  time  very  ardent  in  pr:pinot;ing  the  trade  of 
.  the  Bl^ck  Sea  to  the  Mediterranean  inj^wfli^a  veffels.  There 
were  no  humiliating  conditions  in  this  arrangementj  as  there 
are  in  mbft  of  the  treaties  of  other  nations.  The  emprefs 
gave  for  anfwer^  that  flie  would  never  n)ake  any  arrange-^ 
ment  whatever  with  thofe  powers  5  that  if  they  took  hex; 
mercantile  veffels  iQic  wbiild  know  how  to  force  the  porte 
to  oblige  them  to  obferve  the  ftipulations  of  the  treaty  of 
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|iraoe;  $s^i  that  rather  th«a laid  trngptiiter  to  thaB,^e 

vould  fen4  a  fleet  of  frigadtei. 


The  nunAer  of  fiulors  in  idic  diicaeiK  povts  «f  itsdf  if 

puch  greatepr  than  is  generally  im^pmi  (  d)^e  are  akioaFf 
)X>,ooo  in  the  two  Sicilies.  M4ka  gmEodljr  fiMrnUkea  l# 
Sp^n  6>ooo  excellent  feamctu 


.  From  the  ceaA  of  die  Adriatic,  Aoat  Ragufa,  Prevaft, 
&c.  the  French  have  for  many  years  imported  a  great 
^piantity  of  die  m«ft  excellent  oak  timber ;  there  is,  indeed, 
no  finer  timber  ai\y,  where  to  be  found  for  die  purpeie  of 
ihip  buflding,  than  that  which  grows  in  thofe  parts  in 
gfcat  abundance. 


APLAff/br  atfaciing  the  Tvkxisn  Fleet 
in  the  Poft  pfCo^srA^Ti^ovhK, 

IT  will  ferve^np  jgood  end  .to  pufaiifli  the  deduk  of  Ae 
intended  operations  of  the  Ruffian  fleet  in  die  laft  wtr. 
The  following  particulars  will  Sufficiently  (bow  the  proba- 
bility there  was  of  theii  being  crowned  with  fucceis. 

The  channel  of  Conftantinopic  is  of  different  bread^s, 
from  about  one  to  three  miles,  and  runs  between  high  hills^ 
at  the  foot  of  which  are  batteries,  ^rom  the  enfr^nce  at  the 
Black:  fea  to  Serriert  (^  village  near  Buyukdere.)  Th9 
north  and  north  eafl  winds  blow  dpwn  the  channel  nine  or. 
ten  months  in  the  year.  The  foutherly  winds,  which  blow  up 
the  {:hannel  wh^n  they  reign,  feldom  lad  more  than  two  or 
three  days  at  a  time ;  the  north  and  north  eaft  winds,  on  th^ 
contrary,  are  generally  conftant  for  twQ-or  three  months,  b 
that  a  fleet  coming  from  the  Black  Sea  at  (he  proper  feaibn 
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iratowft'oeitlifl  of  a  fimr  *ina  .to  enter  the  chaflnel  and  the 
port  of  Conftantinople.  ' 

The  turrent  is  very  ftroog  from  the  Black  Sea,  except 
when  the  wind  has  Uown  two  or  three  days  from  the 
fimtfay  when  there  'is  a  current  from  the  fea  of  Marmora. 
The  ftnram  divides  at  the  point  of  Ihe  (feraglio ;  a  part  of  the 
wxter  nin»  intone  fea  of;  Mafmoraj-and  a  part  is  force4 
into  the  port,  maicing,  on  the  ConftantinOpk  fide,  a  toler- 
nWy  ftrong  current,  vthich  riirt^  toWards  die  bottom  of  the 
]V|A,  juid  coming  out  kgaiti  Oh"the  Galata  fide,  and  by  an 
tiAdcDcttErent,  occafioofi^an  eddy  or  ftill  water  in  the  middle; 
berate,  it  is^  ^^  &ipft  cannot  fail  -atonce  from  the  porfi 
feit  mufli  ^e  towcd'-6r  Wirped  in  the  ftifl  water  tlofe  to  the 
(horciof  Topteiniliititt ihey  a^^ib  fer tip  the  ftfeam  (that  is;^ 
to  the  iKJrthward)  thai!- they ^ah  make  fail  without  danger 
of'bfiin^  rarrittd  agiiihft  the  fenrglk>  point  fas  has  fometimet 
ba|»pcned)and  where  there  i^  a  pei^fe<a  torrent, 

From'tliis  defcHiitlotS'k  is  evident^  that  a'fleet  coming 
from  the  >B)ack  Sea  dovm  the  chkhhd'  of  Conftantinople^ 
witKtiiewiiKl  and  current  "In  its  favour^  could  with  eat 
lail  ftfaight  into  the  port  5  that  the'Tul*tift  fleet  in  the  port 
canotQt  go  oiit  to  ^me^t  it  in  the  middle  of  the  chatinel,  but 
py  tw^ing  flhrady  ;up  the  Ih ore*,  while  the  enemy's  fleei 
coming  down  will  have,  within  a  few  fathoms  of  it^  the 
wind  and  current  in  its  favour,  and  will  be  able  to  caft  an- 
chor, and  form  in  wlwutyvor  manner  xhs  commander  may 
judge  moft  advantageous. 

If  the  Turkiflv  fleet,  i§  not  in  the  port,  but  lies  in  th^ 
channel  in  theftreahi,  where  it  ufually  is  Rationed  before  it 
faik  in  -the  fpring  fdr  the  Archipelago,  three  or  four  milea 
above  the  port,  the  J^ffian  fleet  may  anchor  at  whatdif- 
tance  it  pleafcs  from  it,  either  to  attack  or  noj:,.3^il©»the 
Turkifh  (hips  cannot  poflibly  advance  againft  the  current,- 
not  even  by  warping.  In  fuch  a  fituation  they  are  expofed 
to  fire-ffaips^  and  if  any  part  flip  their  anchors  to  avoid  feeing 
l;»urnt,  they  cannot  Again  get  into  the  line  i  flie  reft  muft 
follow  ihem  if  they  will  prefer ve  daeit  lifte. 

A^  tp  thQ  batteries  qn.  the  two  (ht)ri;s,  they  may  be  pafled 
.  fo  rapidl/i  and  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  nothing  is  to  be  feared 

from 
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from  them  (  but  a$  the  wateris  deq>  enough  to  admit  line- 
of-battle  fhips  to  lie  quite  clofe  to  them,  and  the  fliore  is 
perfedly  clean^  they  tnay  be  fooQ  filenced>  and  particularly 
as  only  one  or  two :guns  in  the  flaiCiks  can  bear  on  a  (hip 
before  it  comes  oppofite  to  them.  The  ftones.of  which  they 
are  built  are  bard  and  etxceedingly  brittle  ;  they  are  alio  fi> 
^ow  and  Co  expoied,  that  a  Ibip.with  grape-ihoc  may  fixm 
drive  out  the  gunners,  .  -  t,     . 

In  the  firft  winter  of  the  laft  war^  a  Ruffiaii  fijcty-foiir 
gun  ihip  was  difmafted  in  a  violent  ftorm  in  the  Black  Sea, 
^nd  th<e  officers  being  ignorant  of  the  Turkifh  ports  on  the 
coaft  of  Anatolia^  (aw  no  other  means  of  £iving  tbeir  lives 
than  by  running  into  the  chai}pel  of  Confta^tinc^Iie.  The 
0iip  entered  it  with  a  fair  mnd,  but  having  only  jury-«niaftS| 
(he  failed  very  flowly,  yet  the  Turkiih  batteries^  diough 
they  kept  up  a  conftant  fire  on  h^r^  did  her  not  the  kaft  in* 
jury  $  when  (he  had  run  by  all  tjie  batteries^  (he  caft  anchor 
in  the  bay  of  Buyiikdere^  and  (urrendered  herfelf.  The 
captain  was  afterwards  blamed  for  not  filing  by  C<»iffamti- 
hople,  and  attempting  to  run  between  the  forts  of  the  Dar- 
danelles, and  get  into  the  Archipd^o. 

Ttiis  example  puts  the  matter  beyond  doubt,  as  to  die 
poffibility  of  a  fleet's  filing  by  theiewbatteries^  reputed  (e 
tremcndouSf 
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State  of  the  Russian  Army,  January  1 795, 
according  to  the  Regifters  .of  the  College 
of  War,  from  the  Repopts  of  the  different 
Corps; 

*  •  r    •  - 

'    •  '  Number  of  Meo 

Kc^iments*:  •'  li     '  •  in  pay. 

19  of  artilleryr  ^  .    •         -         ;:         -        -         38,110 
1 1  grenadiers,  of  4^075  njen  eadi      -      «      ./% 
3  grenadiers,  of  i,ocx)  to  3,000  toen  each     -  j      5J>^o 

51  Bfiuf- 
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•"  Number  of  Men 

Regiments.      •  in  pay. 

51  mufketeers,  xompofed  of  10  companies  oH 
mufkcteers  and  2  companies  of  grenadiers,  j 


i39>S9^ 


.'4$  battalions,  infantry  itigarrifon  on  the  fron- 
-  ■      tiers        -         -         -        -        .- 


82>393 


each  regiment  being  compofed  of  2,424  I 

men        .        --       -         -        -  -  r 

7  mulketeQTS  without  grenadiers      -    .  -  -  1 
I  muiketeers,  Qf.4.battalior]iS>4,J4j3  iperj.  -J 

New  arqucbuTiefs,  fo  Call^     :-        -  .  .,         S-fijQ 

12  battalions  of  mufquetifeers;,  pf  .1^019  m<eft  -7      .  rr 

3  battalions  of  mufqueteers,  of  1,475  men  ..  j*  '  " 

10  m  the  country        -        -        -        -      -j 
,  9  corps  of  chaflcurs  (jager)  of  4  battalions,  of ' 

998  men,  each  3,992      —  -  ^         -      35,928 

^jljattalioils  ofchaiTeurs.       •        -       -         «        2904 
5  cuiraffiers  (of  6    fquadrons)    of  1,106.  and 

1,125  mea  v  .       -  -     ,     -       5>490 

10  dragoons  (of  10  fquadrons)  of  1,882  men  I 
'  2  with  huffars  and  grenadiers  mounted. .       -  J     .  /*^^73 

8  carabiniers  (of  6  fquadrons)  of  1,106  men'i 

8  carabiniers  (of^$  fquadrons)  of  938  men  -  3       *f'35* 

'   2  hui&rs  of  i,iii9  ^^^    '     "        '-•'.-;  -y 

3  fquadmnhuiTars'     .  «•;       *•      -  *_;    .  ->..     2,722 
-I  fquadpon  hufiars  de  corps        *.-•«..  ,-i    ' 

-  4  regiment  chaffdurs  a  cheval,  of  1583:8  mert  -     .  7,352 

5  light  horfe  (of  6  fquadrons)  of.  1,047  men  -,    »  5y^3S 

6  cavalry  df  the  Uku^ine,  of  1,047  men.    •  -       6,282 
16  regular  Cofack  cavalry            -            -  -  <  30,883 

Troops  to  guard  the  country  (m^rechauflee)   .  22,216 
In  the  new  provinces,  acquired  from  Po- 
land at  the  firft  partition,  viz. 
6  brigades  of  1,819  men  -        -        .  ^ 

5  brigades  light  horfe,  of  1,098  men      -      -  t      23>36o 

4  of  infantry,  of  1,447,  &<^«  '^^        -        -  3 
Invalids  in  garrifon  -  -  .0  864. 
Soldiers  fons  at  fchool  for  fervice         -  -      16  816 
Troops  to  aflift  the  commiflaries,  &c.      -     -        1,258 

Total  regular  troops      -        .     Men    541,731 

Irregular 
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*n  pay- 
Brought  over       -       -  54^,7  Ji 
Irregular  Coflaks  cavalry    -      -     21^25'! 
Irregular  troops  of  the  Don  Coflaks    .         >     46,601 

cavalry,  all  in  a£hial  lervice     -     24,976  J  ' 
A  great  number  t)f  other  irregular  troo{n» 

all  cavalry)  as  Calmuks,  Balkirs,  6cc  &a  1    ^^  ^^^ 
I  ,       not  enrolled,  but  ready  when  called  oot 
they  receive  no  payj  at  Jeaft ,   ,   -^ 


V^  w 


♦^ 


Men    -    r    .    688>332 

Of  the  regular  tro(q>s  th^re  are  about  300^000  mtn, 

^who  may  be  fpared  for  foreign  fervicc. 
The  cavalry  ts  never  complete  in  berries,  and  particQlarly 

in  Poland.  ^  .     .    « 

The.  irregulars  are  generally  over<»com{dete  in  tiaie  of 

war,  both  men  and  horfes. 
ibi  1796,  there  were  1 50^000. recnitts.nuied  for  Ac 

infantry. 
The  prefent  emperor  has  ordered  all  the  regiments  to 

be  ^mpleted}  -and  has  eftabliibed  fach  regdlations 
:  that  his  orders  muft-  be  obeyed. .  .He  h»  corre&ed 

all  theabufes  that  exifted  in  the  army,  which  is  now 

infinitely  more  formidable  than  it  was  when  be  ^ 
'  cended  the  throne. 
A  very  great  part  of  the.  empire  has  not  yet  contribiited 

in  fiirniihing  troops  for  the  army,  ib  that  the  nuniber 

^f  regiilar  troops  may  be  greatly  increafed^  whoever 

a  ftill  more  formidable  military  eftabliflMieot  may  be 

necejQTary 


V 
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List  of  the  Russian  Fleet,  fkted  out  at 

Cfohftadt,  to  cruize  in  the  Bajtic,  in  1795. 

100  gun  (hips.  . 
Evfevie, 

■ 

Vladimir. 

Saint  NichcJai.' 

Saratov,  -      ~    .'     ~ 

Rafteflav. 

Ire  Erarkov. 

74  gun  ihtps. 

Makfltn  Izpovednik. 
Sifoi  Velikoi. 
Conftantine. 
Saint  Peter. 


74  gun  (Etps. 
Pobedoflav, 

Prince  Guftaf  (Swcdifh) 
Boris. 

Sojim  MagdaIena(S  wedifb) 
Vieflav. 
Jaroflav, 

66  gun  (hips. 
Omgeten  (Swedifh) 
Proxor. 

Pobedonocets  (holpital  IhipJ 


Archangel  Gabriel. 

Simeon. 

Patrick. 


FRIGATES. 

Pomoftinoi, 

Raphael. 

Venus. 


2  cutterS)  Volkov  and  Sokole* 

A  List  of  the  Auxiliary  Fleet,  which 
the  Emprefs  of  Ruffia  fent  to  England, 
,  in  1795.     ^ 


74  g^ns. 
t'amit  Eftafei. 
Kleb. 
Peter. 
Helena. 

66  guns. 
No.  82  (fo  called) 
Graf  Oriow. 


66  guns. 
Jona. 

Philip. 
Pimen. 
Parmen. 
Nikonor. 

Revifan  (Swedifh  ithip)  of 
oak. 

FRIGATES. 


The  Archangel  Michael. 
The  Reval. 
The  Riga. 


The  Narva. 
The  Archipelago. 
The  Cronftadt. 


Mfrcurjr; 


CUTTJERS. 

J         Letuchiet 


State 
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State  of  the  Russian  Fx;eet  at  Sebaf- 
topolis,  in  the  Spring  of  1796,  all  the 
old  veffels  being  condemned. 

.  i  fhip  of  90  guns  -----    go 

I  —  80   -   -   -   -   80 

J  —  74   -   -   -    -   222 
6  _  64 .   -    -    -    -   384 


II  flilps  of  the  line         -         -         -       776 
8  large  frigates-     -         -        -      -       362 

19  1,138  guns. 


Befides  thofe  on  the  ftocks,  which  are  now  finifhed. 

The  flotilla  at  Odifla,  or  Khogia-bay. 

Twenty-five  very  large  and  fixty  fmaller  veflels  to  tranf- 

port  troops. 
They  are  fixty-four  to  feventy  feet  long,  draw  fix  feet 

water  when  loaded,  and  carry  one  very  large  gun. 

They  have  a'latine  main  fail  and  gib,  and  twenty -four 

oars ;  befides  thefe,  there  are  a  great  Jiumber  of  other 

tranj(ports,  btpmb  veiTels,  &c. 
Since  1796  the  fleet  has  become  much  more  formidable. 


Feb.  1798. 


F  ^  I    N    I    S. 


.-*.  •■ 


.1,     »-•. 


By  the  fame  AUTHOR, 
Preparing  for  tht  Prefs. 


A  DISSERTATION  on  ENCAUSTIC 

PAINTING,,  as  praftifed  by  fome  Greeks  at 
this  D^y. 


An  ESSAY  on  the  TRADE  of  the  BLACK  SEA. 


The  STATE  of  the  FINANCES  of  RUSSIA, 

in  1787;  drawn  up  by  the  Apthor,  by  order 
of  the  late  Prince  Potemkxn,  from  authentic. 
Documents  j  with  Projeftsr  for  the  Augmenta- 
tion of  the  Revenue. 


The  following   WORKS   hare  been  lately  publiflied  hf 
,  Cadell  and  Davies,  Strand,      . 


1.  CoNSTAKTiKOPLE,  Ancient  and  Modenh  with  Excuriions  to  the 
Shores  and  Iflands  of  the  'Archipelago,  and  to  the  Troad.  By  Jamet 
Dallaway,  M.  6.,  F.  S.  A.  late  Chaplain  andPhyfician  of  tbeBritifh  £m- 
baify  to  the  Porte.  £legaotIy  printed  in  One  Toluole  Quarto,  with 
Plates  of  Views,  engraved  from  original  Drawings  taken  on  the  Spot, 
and  a  Sketch  of  the  Geography  of  the  Troad.  it.  tis.  6d.  in  Boards. 

tj-t  A  few  Copies  aie  printed  on  Koyal  Paper,  with  coloured  Plates^ 
Price  3 1.  3».  id  Boards. 

2.  The  VOYAGB  of  Nearchus,  from  the  Euphrates  fo  the  Indu<, 
colle£Ved  fro(n  the  origifial  Journal  preferved  by  Arrian,  and  coinpartd 

.  with  modern  Discoveries ;  being  4he  firft  ^vigation  i^tempted  .by  Soixk 
peans  in  the  hndtanr  Ocean.  By  Wiffiam  Vitjcent,  D,D.  Xd  which  are 
added.  Three  DifTertations ;  Two  onrthe  Date  of  the  Voyage,  by  the  Right 
Rev.  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Rochefter,  and  Mr.  W.  Wales,  Mafter  of  the 
Royal  Mathematical  School  in  Chriil*s  Hofpital  $  and  One  on  the  Flri 
Meridian  of  Ptolemy,  by  Mr.  de  la  Rochette.    4to.  il«  ys.  in  Boards. 

3.  A  General  View  of  the  State  of  Portugal  :  ContainiDga 
Topographical  Defcription  thereof,  and  including  an  Account  of  the 
Phyitqal  ancT  Moral  Stateof  the  Kmgdoni.  Together  'with  Observations 
otT  the  Animal,  Vegetable,  and  Mineral  Produ6\ions  of  its  Colonies. 
The  whole  compiled  from  the  bcft  Portugnefe  Writers',  and  from  Infor-. 
xnation  obtained  in  the  Country.  By  James  Murphy,  Author  of  Traveb 
in  Portugal.  4X0.  lUullrated  wi^  a  Map  of  Portugal  and  Fifteen  other 
Plates. .  il.  7s.  in  Boards.  , 

^,  An  Accouht'  of  the  Engush  Cqlqnt  in^NEinr  SovtH 
Wales :  With  Remarks  on  the  Dirpofit'ipns,  Cuftoms,  Manners,  &c. 
of  the  Native  Inhabitants  of  that  Country .-*-To  which  are  added,  forae 
particuIai'S'  of  New  Zealand }  compile^  by  Fertitiflion,  fron^  the  MSS. 
of  Lieutenant  Governoi*  King.  .By  Dayid  Collins,  Efq.  late  Judg^ 
Advocate^,  aiid  Seci'etary  of  tike  Cokiny.  Omf  large  VoKloie,  41a.  with 
Twenty-four  Plates  of  Views,  Ceremoniea>  $tf:»  tngfXf^^iBotn  original 
Drawings  by  Heath,  Lowry,  Neagle,  &c.  il.'zs.  Boards. 

*»•  A  few  Copies  are  printed  on  Fine  Paper,  with  early  Impreffions 
of  the  Plates.     Price  3I.  3s.  in  Boards. 

5.  A  View  of  the  Government,  Constitution,  Laws,  and 
State  of  St.  Domingo,  previous  to  the  Year  1789  :  With  (bme  Hints 
on  the  prefeut  State  of  the  Colony  under  the  Britiih  Government  as  late 
as  the  Arrival  of  Governor  Simcoe,  and  continued  down  to  the  7th  of 
April  laft.  To  which  is  prefixed,  an  Explanation  of  the  Method  of 
Cultivating  the  Coffee  Tree,  and  the  Preparation  of  the  Coffee,  as  lately 
pra<5lii'ed  with  Succefs  in  that  Ifland.  lUuftntted  bjr .  »2  Plates.  By 
P.  J.  Lahorie,  LL.D.  Planter  in  the  North  of  St,  Domingo,  and  Member 
pf  the  ;^upertor  Council*     los.  6d.  in  Boards. 
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